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' . *1 , • / 

Settlement of the LnghJIi in the American IJlandu 

A new ord^r of things now opens itfclf toB O o ] 
our view, .England is, in modern hiftory, the . 
county of great political pbeenomena. It U there. ' 
that we have feen liberty the moll violently com- 
bating with derpotifm, fometimes trampled un-* 
dcr it*8 feet, I at other times victorious in ‘it’s 
turn. It is there that it*s triumph has been com- 
plcted ; which every thing, even the/fanaiicifm 
of religion, had concurred in bringing about.' 

"f ncrc-'it'is, fhat onc'iung, jufiHicaliy’Droug’ht to 
the fcalfold, and another«dcpofcd, with his whole 
race, 'by the decree- of the nation, have given a 
great IclTon to the. earth. There ,u is, that in the 
, YouY, B ’ mtdft 


3 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 

BOO Kmidd of cml commotions, and ,m the intervals 
of momentary tranquillity, we have feen the exaft 
and deep fcicnces earned to their greateft perfec- 
tion, wc.have feen the minds of men, accuhomed 
to rcafon, to rcflcQ’, and-^to turrt their attention 
pariiculariy to -government. It is there, in a 
word, that after long and violent ftrugglci,^ that 
conflitution hath been formed, which, if it be 
not perfeft, and free fiom"alI inconvenienced, 
is at leall the moft happily fuited to the fituation 
of the country; the moft favourable to it*$ trade; 
the bell calculated to unfold genius, eloquence, 
and all the powers of the human mind 1 the only 
conRitution, perhaps, Hnee man hath lived in a 
focial Rate, where the laws have fccurcd to him 
his dignify, his pcrfonal liberty, and his freedom 
of thought ; where, in a word, they have made 
him a citizen, that is to fay, a conRituent, and 
Integral part of the conRitution of the Rate, and 
of the nation. 

Thetute Enolako had not yet difplayed to thc'world 
ianfw1r« fccnc, when her fettkments in the 

fhe bTsw Archipelago of America were firR begun. Her 
to form agriculture was not extended either to flax or 
wtZin attemps that had been made to 

theAme. Taifc roulbcrry-trecs and breed filk-worms, had 
Ed*. unfuccclsful. The labours of the hu(band. 

men were wholly engaged in the growing of corn, 
which, notwithRanding;the turn of the nation for 
rural employments, was Mdom rufficlcnt for 
home confumpiion, and many of their granaries 
were Rored Irom the fields bordering on the 
Baltic. 

IvuusTRY was Rill lets advanced than agricul- 
confined to woollen manufatlurcs. 
I licic had been increafcd fmcc the exportation of 
unn fought wool had been prohibited } but thefe 
idanders, 



3 


IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 

iflandfcrs, who fcemed to' work only for them-BOOK 
fclveSj were ignorant of the method of fpreading . 
thefe elegant ornaments upon their Huffs, which 
taftc contrived,' to promote the falc and confump- 
tion of them. They Tent their cloths over to 
Holland, where the Dutch gave them their co* 
louring and glofs ; from whence they circulated 
all over Europe, and were even brought back to 
England. ' 

. Navigation fcarce employed, at that time, 
ten ihoufand failors. Thefe were in the fervicc 
ofcKclufuc Companies, which had engroffed every 
branch of trade, not excepting that’ of woollen 
cloth, which alone conftituted a tenth part of the 
commercial riches of the nation, Thefe, there- 
fore, were centered in the haiids of three or four 
hundred perfons, who agreed, for their own ad- 
vantage, to fix the price of goods, both at going 
out and coming into the kingdom. The privi- 
leges of thefe monopolizers were excrcifed m the 
capital, where the court fold the provinces. 

London alone had fix times the number of Ihips 
that all the other ports of England hod. 

The public revenue neither was nor could be 
very confiderablc. It was farmed out ; a ruinous 
method, which has preceded the cfiablifhmcnt of 
the finance in all Hates, but has only been conti- 
nued under arbitrary governments. The ex- 
pellees were proportionable to the low Hale of the 
ircafury. The fleet was final), and the fhips lb 
weak, that in times of neceffuy die merchantmen 
were turned into men of war. A hundred and 
fixty tboufand militia, which was the whole 
military Hrength of the nation, were armed m 
time of war. There \.crc no Handing forces 
in lime of peace, and the king himfclf bad no 
guardi. 

B s 
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4 HISTORY OF SETTLEMLNTS AND TRADE 

BOOK-" With fuch coriSncd Jjowcrs at hoifte, the nai 
XiV*, t',on ftiould not have ventured to c.^tend itfclf in 
** — '' ’ fettlcments abroadi ' NoUvithflanding this, fome 

colonies ■'were cflabliflied,) tyhich'-iald'-a-folld 
foundation ofvprofpcrity;' The origin '‘of thefc 
fettlcments was owen to certain events^ the ca’ufcs 
of whicH^may be traced very far back. ’ ^ - 

Caufes i Wao'ErvVRjis act|uaintcd-tviih‘thc hiftory and 
the Etigliflx government, knows that 
population the regalauthorlty was fora long time ^balanced 
only by a fmall iiuinbcf of great proprietors of 
* ‘ land called Barons.’ « They perpcinally opprcfTcdj 

the people,! the 'greater pan'of whom wefe'de-' 
graded by,' fiavery; and .they'. 'Were ^ coriftantry 
fttuggUng againft the power of the crown,' with' 
more or lefsifuccefs, according to the character of 
the leading men, andthechaned of circutnftancts.’ 
Thefc poUticaidinentlons'occanoned much blood- 
fhed.t t. ’x .V . • f 1 *. t ‘ '..'1 > 

r The > kingdom ''was-^txljaullcd 'by Mnteftino 
w’ars, which haddafted two hundred years, Svhen 
Henry.VU.'alTumcd the reins of government on 
the dccihon of a battle, in which the’ nation, 'dl- 
vidcdlnio 'two camps, had fought to give ilfelf a 
tnaftcT.i 'That able priitce' availed himfclf of the' 
ftatc of depreflion irtto whiclrafericS of calamities’ 
had funk' hU fubjefts, to' extend the regal autho- 
rity, the limits of which; ihtf anarchy of the feu- 
dal government, ^tUough-continually encroaching 
upon them,’ had never been able id fix. fie was' 
atnaed-in nhis undertaking . by the' faaion' which 
' had placcdUlicf-croVn-upOn his head, 'and which,-' 
being' the 'weakeft, could not hope to maintain 
itfclfio thcyirlncipal cmploymcnis to whicb'thofC 
vtiVi rafic6, urficif 

they fupportid.ilic ambition of tltcir Jcadcr. This' 
plan flrcngihencd by pcrmuimg the nobility, 
' ■ * ~ * for 
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fof the firft; time, to 'alienate their lands. -This'S 0 OK- 
dangerous indulgencCj joined to a taftc fo"r luxury, . 

•V-hich. then began to prevail in Europe, brought 
6 n a great revolution-in the fortunes of indivi- 
duals. -The immenfe- fiefs of the -barons were 
gradually dllHpatcd, and the eftates of the com- 
moners increafed. ' j - ^ ' 

] The rights belonging to" th^ fevcral eftates 
being divided with the property of them, it be*; 
came fo much the more difficult to unite the will 
and the power of tnany againft the authority of 
one. The monarchs tooh advantage of this pe- 
riod, fo favourable to their ambition, to govern 
without comroul. The decayed nobility were. in 
fear of a power which they had reinforced with all 
their Ioffes. The commons thought ihcmfelvcs 
Tufficicntly honoured by the privilege of impofing 
all the national taxes. The people, in fome de- 
gree cafed of their yohe, by this flight alteration 
in the conftitution, and whofc circle of ideas is 
always confined to bufinefs or labour, became 
tired of feditions, from the dcfolation and mifcrics 
■which were the confcqucncc* and the pumfh'ment 
of them. So that, while the nation was employed 
in fcarcb of that fovcrcign authority which had 
been loft in the confufion of ci\U wars, it’s views 
were Fixed upon the monarch alone. The majefty 
of the throne, the whole luftre of which was cen- 
tered in him, feemed to be the fource of that 
authority, of which it fhould only Jbe the vifiblc 
fign and permanent rnftrument. 1 , 

• Such was the iituation of England, when 
James I. was called thither from Scotland, as 
being foie heir to the two kingdoms, which, by 
liis^accciTion, were umted under one licad. A 
turbulent nobility, imparting their furj to their 
barbarous vaDals, had kindled the fire of fcdiiion 
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BOO Kin thofc noclhcrn mountains whicli divided the 
X*''- ifland into two diftinft fiates. The monarch had, 
from his earlieft years, been as averfe from limited 
authority,' as the people -were from defpotirm and 
ahfolute monarchy, which then prevailed all over 
Europe j and as the nfew king was equal to other 
fovereigns, it was natural that lie ftiould be am- 
Vitious of the fame power. His prcdeceffors had 
enjoyed it, even in England, for a ^century paft. 
But he was not aware that they ow'cd'it to their 
own political abilities, or to favourable circum- 
ftanccs. This religious prince, who believed he 
held all from God and nothing from men, fancied 
that ftrength of reafon, wifdom, and council, was 
centered in himfelf, and feemed to arrogate to 
himfclF that infallibility of which the pope had 
been depriied by the reformation, the tenets of 
which' he 'adopted, though he diflikcd them. 
Thefe falfe principles', which tended to 'change 
government into a myflery of'rcHgion, the more 
odious, as it ’ equally influences the opinions, 
^•wills, and'afiions of men, were fo rooted in his 
mind, together with all the other prejudices of a 
‘bad education,' that' he did not even think of 
'fupporiing them with any of the human aids of 
prudence or force. ' ■ . _ 

Nothing could be more repugnant to'thc ge- 
neral difpofition of the people 'than this fyftcm. 
Air was 'in commotion both at home and abroad, 
The difeovery of 'America had 'haftened the ad- 
yancement of 'Europe. ' Navigation extended 
round the whole globe.* 'The mutual intcTcourfe 
of nations would foon have removed prejuillccs, 
an^d opened the door to induflry and knowledge. 
The mechanical and liberal arts were extended, 
and were advancing to pcrfcaion by the luxury 
that prevailed. Eitcraturc^ acquired the orna- 
' ' ments 
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■mcnts'of tallc; and the fclcnces gained that de-B O o K. 
gree of folidity •which fprings from a fpirit of, 
calculation and commerce. The circle of politics 
was extended. This univcrial ferment exalted 
the ideas of men. The fcvcral bodies which 
comjiofcd the monftrous cololTus of gothic -go- 
vernment, roufed from that lethargic ftatc of 
ignorance in which they had been funk for many 
ages, foon began to exert themfclves on all Tides, 
and to form enterprifes. On the Continent, 
where mercenary troops had been adopted, under 
pretence of maintaining difciplinc, moH princes 
acquired an unlimited -authority, opprcfling their 
fubjeSs cither by force or intrigue. In England, 
the love of Ubcriy, fofnatural to every feeling, 

•or thinking man, excited in the people by the 
authors of religious innovations, and awakened in 
the minds of men, enlightened by becoming con- 
verfantwith the great writers of antiquity, who 
derived from tlicir democratic government that 
fublimity of rcafon and fcmimcni by which they 
arc diilinguiflicd ; this love of liberty kindled in 
c\cry generous brcafl the otmoll abnorrcncc for 
• unlimited BUtbority. The afeendant which Eliza- 
licth found means to acquire and to preferve, by 
an uninterrupted prorpetity of forty years, with- 
held this impatience, or turned it to enterprifes 
that were beneficial to the flatc. But no fooncr 
did another branch afeend the throne, and the 
reenter devolved to a monarch, who, by the very 
violence of hU pretenfions, was not much to be 
dreaded, than the ration aGcticd it’s lights, and 
entertained the ambitious thoughts of governing 
itfclf. 

It was at this period that warm difputes arofe 
between the court and the parliament. Both 
powers feemed to be makine; trial of ihcir ftrength 
by continual eppofinon, ^ibe prince pretended, 

• th;t 
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poo Kthat-an entire pafiivc obediedee-^vas dueito him^ 
and, that national pflcmblies were onlylthc orna-: 
^jnents, not‘thc bafis of the conflhution./ The 
citizens loudly exclaimed againft tbefe prlnciplcsi 
always weak when they come to be difeufred j 
and maintained,' that the people were an clTcntiaT 
part of government, as well as the monarch, and, 
perhaps, in a higher degree. The one is the mat- 
ter, the other the form.- Now the form may, ^ 
and muft, chapgCjjfor.thc. prefervatioo lof the 
matter. The j^upreme law is the welfare i of 'the 
people, not that of the prince j the, king i may 
die, the monarchy may bc,jat an end; 'and fo- 
cieiy fubfift without cither, monarch or .throne. 
In this manner .theEngViihrrearcined at>the dawn 
of liberty, , They quarrelled, they cppored,'and 
threatened each other, r James died in the midH: 
of thefe debates, leaving -his fon to dircufs his^ 
Tights, with the refolunon of, extending them. 

The experience of. all ages has Ihewn, that the 
ilatc of tranquillity ■which follows jtbe eflablifii- 
ment of abrolutc power* occafions a-coolncfs in 
the minds of the pcoplcj damps ftheir .courage, 
cramps their genius, and throws a whole nation . 
into, an uniyerfal lethargy. ,Bul let us explain 
the fuccelTive progrefliop of this miferw ; and let 
the people be acquainted with the profound (late 
of annihilation into*which they arc iunk> or with 
which they are menaced. . • , ^ .. J > 

As- foon as the great objeG, which men only 
view with fear and trembling, hath bccn^ra^^cd 
tip in the inidft of the nation, the fubjefls are 
divided into two dalTcs. One of themkeeps af 
a ditlancc, from fear; the other approaches this 
ohjcEl from ambition-; afid theOaitcr flatters it- 
fclf with fccurity from the confcioufriefs of jt*s 
forma, between the deipet andithe 
tcR of tut nation, aq order of fubaltern tyrants, 

not 
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not lets fufpicio^s, a6d more cruel; than thclruooc 
inaftcr. One hears nothing from them but ihcfc , 

\vords : The kuig hath faid it ; it is the king's >*-* 
plcafurc ; I have fecn the king 5 I have fupped 
with the king; it is the king's intention. Ihcfc 
words arc always liftened to with aftoninimenl; 
and they arc foon confidercd as (he orders of the 
fovercign.' Should there be any energy remain- 
ing, it is among the military, whofc fenfe of their 
own importance only ferves to make them more 
infolcnt. "What part doth the prieft aft in this 
conjonfturc? If he be in favour, he completes 
the flavifhnefs and degeneracy of the people by 
his example and by his difcourfcs : if lie be 
ncglcftcdj.hc grows out of humour, becomes 
faftious, and ^eks out feme fanatic, who wilt 
facrificc himfelf to his views. In all parts where 
there arc no ^fixt laws, no judice, no uraltcrablc 
forms, no real property, (hcmOuencc of the’ma- 
giftratc IS little or nothing; he waits only for a 
fignal, to become whatever one may chufe. I'hc 
great ■nobleman cringes before the prince, and 
the people cringe before "the* great nobleman. 

The natural dignity of man is cchpfcd; and he 
hath not the lead idea of his rights. Around the 
defpot, his agents and his favourites, the fubjefta 
arc crulhcd under foot, with the fame inadvert, 
cnee rihat we 'cruOi the mfefts which fwarm 
among the dud of our fields. The morals arc 
become corrupt. There comes a time when the 
rood inordinate vexations, and the mod unheard- 
of outrages lofc their atrocious charafter,' and 
r,o longer excite horror. Any one w*ho tbould 
pronounce the names of virtue, of palriotifm, and 
of equity, would only be conndcred'as a man of 
too mvtch warmth, an expreffion which alwavs ’ 
implies, an abjeft indulgence of crimes by wIikI; ’ 
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B o o K\vc profit. The body of the nation becomes dif- 
. foluie and fuperfiitious; for defpolifm cannot be 
eftabliflied without the interference offuperftition, 
nor be maintained wirtibut it’s fupport; andder- 
vitude leads on to .debauchery, which affords 
fome relief to the mind, and is never fupprefled. 
Men of information, if there be any of them re- 
maining, have their views; they pay their court 
to the great, and profefs the religion of policy. 
Tyranny, leading on in it’s train a number of 
fpies and informers, thefe are confcqucntly to be 
found in all ftates, not excepting the moll diftin- 
guifhed of them. The leaft indilcrction, afluming 
the hue of high-ircafon, enemies arc very dan- 
gerous, and friends become fufpicious. " Men 
think little, fay nothing, and are afraid of rea- 
foning : they are even alarmed at their own Ideas. 
TTie philofophcr keeps his thoughts to himfelf,* 
as the rich man conceals his ircafurc. <Tbc man 
who leads the beft life,' is the mofl unknown. 
Mifirud and terror forln the bafis of the general 
Inanncrs. The citizens Uve feperate from each 
other ; and the whole nation becomes melan- 
choly, puftllanimous, flup5d>and filcni. Such it 
the Icrics, fuch, the fatal fymptoins, or the fcalff 
. of mifery, by Which every nation may learn the 
degree ol It’s owrj wrctchcdncfs. 

If, in heu of the preceding pheenomena,' wc 
icnaglnc others that arc direftly contrary, they 
will indicate that motion of Icgiflative 'bodies 
which^ tends to liberty. It is difordcrly, -it 
is rapid, ii is violent. It is a fever, more or 
Icfs ardent, but ahvays attended uith convulfions. 
li'cry thing announces fediiion and murders, 
livery thmj. imakc* the people tremble, left a 
general diilolutioii fhould take place ; and it 
they be not “deftined to experience this lafl 
“ evil. 



It 
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evil, il is in blood that ihcir felicity muft rc-noOK 
^ive. ‘ 

t England- experienced this in the beginning 
of the reign of Charles 1.; who, though not fo 
great a pedant as his father, was cquallyifond of 
authority, The divifion which had begun be- 
tween the kipg and the parliament, fpread it- 
fclf throughout the nation. The highell chfs 
of the nobilityj and the fccond, which was the 
ticbeft, afraid of being confounded wnh the vul- 
gar, engaged on the fide of the king, from whom 
they derived that borrowed luflrc, which they 
returned him by a \oluntary and venal bondage. 

As they Ilill polTcfTed moft of the conlidcrablc 
hnd*e(Uies, they engaged almoft all the country 
people in their party; who naturally love the 
king, bccaufc they think he mull love them. 

London, and all the great towns, infpired by 
municipal government with the republican fpirit, 
declared for the parliament, and drew along with 
them the trading part of the nation, who, valu. 
ing thcmfclvcs as much as the merchants in 
Holland, afpired to the fame freedom as that de- 
mocracy, ' 

These divifions brought on the fliarpefl, the 
moft bloody, and the moft obftinate civil war 
ever recorded in hiftory. Never did the Englilh 
fpirit fticwiifclf in fo dreadful a manner. _ 'Every 
day exhibited freflt fccncs of violcnccj which 
feemed to have been already carried to the higheft 
cxccfs ; and thefe again were outdone by others, 
ftiH more atrocious. It feemed as if the nation 
was juft upon the brink of deftruftion, and that 
every Briton had fworn to bury himfelf under 
the ruins of his country. ’ 

In this general tumult, the moft moderate Crwfwt 
fought for a peaceable retreat in the American 
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BOO Kiflands, vlrich’tbc EngVilh bad lately feized xipon* 
xhc tranquillity they found there, induced others 
tiuIiS 'to follow them. ' While the fedition was fpread- 
werepeo- ing In tbc TOOtbcr-counlry, the colonics grew tip 
and were peopled.* The patriots who had fled 
from faftion were foon after joined by the roy* 
alifts, who were opprefied by the republican party, 
which had at lall prevailed. • 

• Both thefc were followed by tbofe reftlefs and 
fpirited men, whofc ftrong paflions infpirc them 
with great defires and vaft projefts ; who dcfplfc 
dangers, hazards, and fatigues, and wi(h to fee no 
ether end to them but. death or fortune; who 
know of no medium between affluence and want ; 
equally calculated to overturn or to ferve their 
country, to lay it waftc or to enrich it. ’ , 

. The iflands were alfo' the refuge of merchants 
who hid been unfortunate in trade, or were re* 
duced by their creditors to a Hate of indigence 
and idlcnefs. Unable as they were to fulRl their 
engagements, this'vcry misfortune paved the way 
to theit pTofperUy. After -a few years they re- 
turned with affluence into their own countrj, and 
met with the higheft reFpcfl in thorc” very places 
{Venn whcnc-e they had been banifiicd with tgno. 
miny'and contempt. ' 

\ This rctource was dill more ncccITary for young 
people, who in ilic'firft tranfports of jouih had 
been drawn into cxccflcs of debauchery and liccn- 
tioufnefr. . If they had not quitted their country, 
fhame and difgmcc, which never fail to tlcprefs 
the mind, would have prevented thern from tc. 
covering either regularity of manners or public 
cftccm. But in another country, where the ex? 
pertcnce they bad of vice might prove a lelTon of 
■wifdom, 'and where they bad no occafion to'at- 
j tempt to remove any unfavourable imprclConsl 
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they found, after tbcir mUfoftuncs,’ a harbour B 00 ,K 
in Which they Yelled with fafct)\ Their indullry. 
made amends for their pad follies ; and men who 
bad left "Europe like vagabonds, and ' who had 
ditgraced it,’ returned ’honeft* men, and ufeful 
members of* focicty. f 

* All th’efc fevcral colonifts had at their difpofal, 
for the clearing and tilling of their lands, the 
mofk profligate let of men ol the three kingdoms, 
who had deferved death for capital crimes; but 
who, from motives of humanity and good pohey, 
were fuffered to live and to work for the behcfac 
oftheftate. -^Thefe raalcfaflorSjwhowcretranf. 
ported for a term of years, ‘which they were to 
fpend in flavery, became tnduflrious, and acquired 
manners,* which* placed them once more in the* 
way of fortune. There were fomc of thoTe, uTto, 
whcriYcIlorcd to focicty by the freedom thry had 
gained, became planters, beads of families, and 
the owners of the beft plantations jsa proof how 
much it is for the intcreft of a ciriJiaed focicty to 
admit this lenity' in ihc'pcnal latys, fo conforms* 
bic to human-nature," which ts,fra'l,’ but capable 
of fenfibiUty,-and of turning' from evil ro good. 

mothcr'eoumry, however, Xva?* too muchuodfr 
taken up with it^s’ oWn domefttc diGcnfions, 
clunk of givirig laws to the illands under it’s do-^w^S^ 
minion j and the cblonifts were, not fufficiently 
enlightened to draw up fuch a fyftcm of 
tion as w5s fit for an infant fociety.J iWhile\ihcb!iihea 
civil war wSs reflifying the government in Eng* 
land, the colonics7*jufl: emerging ffom-a flatc of 
infancy,Tormed theif ownicortUiiution upon the 
model of the mother-country.^ <In each of thefe 
feparate fettletncnis,' a'chief reptefents the king; 
a coulfcil the pce^; 'an3 the deputies 'of the fc- 
Vcral diflr;fls,’thc commons.' The general aflem- 
• - ' • ' bly 
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BOO Kbly cnaSs laws, regulates tastes, and judges of 
the adtumiftration. The executive part belongs 
to the governor ; who alfo occafionally determines 
upon caufes which have not ' been tried before^ 
but in conjunclion with the council, and by the 
nvajorlty of votes. But as .the members of this 
body derive their rank from him, it is feldom that 
they thwart his defigns. < ' • 

, Grtat Britain, torcconcilchcrownintcrcfls 
with the freedom of her colonics, took cave that 
JO laws fhould be enafled there which were in^ 
:onhftcni with their own. She hath required 
hat her delegates fhould take an oath that, in 
he places fubjeft to their authority, they would 
never allow, upon any pretence whatever, any 
deviation from the regulations'chabhlhcd for the 
prorperityof'her trade. This tie of an oath hath 
been contrived, bccaufe, as the iflands them- 
fclves regulate and pay the greater part of the 
falarics ot their chiefs. It was to be apprehended 
that fome of thefc commanders might endeavour 
to excite hberaUty by their indulgence.’ Another 
check hath' been put to corruption. It is ncccf- 
fary that the Iljpcnd granted to the governor, 
fhould extend to the whole duration of his admi- 
iiillration ; and that it ftiould be the objeil of 
the firll bill pafTcd on his arrival. Thefe precau- 
tions have however appeared infufficient to fome 
perfons of a dcfpotic turn of mind; Accord- 
ingly, it hath been their opinion, to profenbe a 
cuftom, which in fome mcafurc made thofe uho 
jffue orders dependent upon men x^ho were fub- 
ordinatc to them ; but the parltament have al- 
ways Tcfufcd to make this alteration. Juftly 
dreading that fpirU of rapacioufnefs • which in- 
duces men to crofs the Teas, they have always 
kept Up a cuftom which they think proper to 
V ■ check 
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check the* fp’irit of cupidity and tyranny. It isn o o K 
with the fame view, that they have decreed ^ 
agalnk thofe governors who (hould violate the 
laws of the colonics, the fame penalties as arc 
inflifted in England on thofe who trcfpafs upon 
the national conftitution. ■j- • 

The parliament have Hkewife impowered the 
iflands, to have in the moihcr.country deputies 
appointed to take care of their intercfts. Their 
principal duty is to obtain the confirmation of 
the flatutes paffed in the colonics. Thefc a£ls 
:^rc executed provifionally : but they do not pafs 
into a law, till they have been approved of by 
the fovcrcign. This fanftion once obtained, 
they can only he revoked by an afTcmbly of the 
colony itfclf, or by the parliament ; Avhicn exer* 
eifes. fupreme authority over the whole empire. 

The butinefs of the agents of the- iflands at Lon- 
don, is the fame as that of the reprefentatives of 
the people in the Britilh fcnatc. Unhappy will 
it bCjfor the ftatc, if ever it (hould difregard the 
clamours of the reprefentatives, whoever they 
maybe- fThccounnes in England would rife j 
the colonies would fliake olF their allegiance in 
America ; the trcafurcs of both worlds would bc^ 
loft 10 the inothcr-coumr), and the whole empire 
would fall into confufion. i ,» 

Thr’ fourccs‘\of public felicity have not yet 
been corrupted by this improper fpirit. The 
fcitlcments tonuediin the Well Indies have been- 
always attached to their own country by the ties 
of, blood, and by thofe of ,neccnily. Their 
planters have been conftantl) looking up to their 
mother-country, who is ever attentive to their 
prefervation and their unprovemcnti One might 
lay, that as the eagle, who never dofes fight of 
the neft where Ihc fofters her young,^London \ 
, . * ' feems 
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E cf O Kfeetns to look' 3 oVnUpon tidr colonics, and to fcc^^ 
^ f them grow up and profpcr under her tender care. 
Her numbcricft ^el^els, co\ering an cxtCTt of twa 
ihoufand leagues with their proud fails, form, 
as it V. ere, a btidge-over the ocean j'b^ wh^ch 
they keep up an uninterrupted communicatrgTf 
between both worlds. 'With good laws, which 
maintain what flic has once cflablifhcd, flic 
ferves her poGcflions abroad without a flandln^ 
army, which is always an opprefilve atfd^niinous^ 
burden. 'Two very fmaU corps, fixed at 
tigua and Jamaica, arc. fufficicnt for a natioh* 
iSthich' thinks, with rcafon, that maritime fordes,^ 
'Well mamtalffedi kept in continual cmploymcnr,* 
4 nd alti,ays dircflcd towards the public gopd, -ire 
the true fottlfic^tvons of thefe ufcful fettlcnventar-^ 
*^Bv thefe beneficent regulations, diftated by hq-^ 
manity and found policy, theEnghfli iflands Iboit 
grew- Happy, though -not ’rich/" Ihclrcorture was| 
oonfined to tobacco, cotton, ginger,' and indigo.* 
Some of the' cnterprifing colonms iinporicd-'ru.i 
gar canes from*Brazi!, and they multiphfcd pro-' 
digioully, but"to no great parpofe. Xheyw'erp' 
Ignorant of the art of managing this 'taluable* 
plant, Vand* drew from it fucli indifferent 'fugaiv 
that lt■^vas cither rejefted m Eorope, or fold'at^ 
the lowcft price. A fcries of vo) ages to Fcmam-'’ 
b'ucca taught them howto make ufeof thetrea- 
fUre they had carried off? and the PoTtuguelS/ 
who till then'’ had engrofled all the fugar trade, 
found, m 1650, m anally, wbofe induftrythey 
thought precarious, a rival who was one day to* 
fupplant them. < 

eJoTed*S*r ^''o*hcr coontry, howci cr, had but a very 
f^^l fhar.e. w. tin. •afi hA*: 

themfelvcs fent their own commodities di.‘ 
tak- to all parts of the world, where they thought' 

they 
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•they would. bt dlfpofcd of to mod adeantagej B O O K 
and indjfcninmatcly admitted Ihip* of nil nations 
■into their ports.' This unlimited freedom mud feiraiithe 
•of courfc throw almod all their trade into the hands 
•of that nation which, in confequcncc of the 
•inicrcd their money bears, the largcncfs of their 
dock, the number of their (hips, and ilic reafon- 
ablencfs of their duties of import and export, 
could afford to m'akc the bed terms, to buy at 
.the dcarcftjiind fell at the cheaped ratcv Tlicfc 
people werc.tlic Dutch. Tlicy united ajl the ad- 
. -vantages of ,ti fuperior army; which, being ever 
Tpadcr of the. field, is free In all it's operations, 

-They foon feiaed upon the profits of fo many pro- 
.dudiohs, .which thev had neither planted nor 
patliered. Ten of. their (hips were feen in the 
^rhhh iflands to oncTnglilh veflcl. ' 

The 'nation had paid little attention to this evil 
during the difturbanccs of the civil wars ; but as 
foon as thefe troubles were compofed, and the 
date rettored to tranquillity by the very violence 
of it's commotions, it began to turn It’s views to- 
wards it's foreign poflcfiions. It perceived that 
thofe fubjefts, who had as U were taken refuge in 
America, would be lod to the date, if foreign 
powers, which confumed the fruits of the m- ’ 
duflry of the colonics, were not excluded, . The 
deliberate and weighty difeuOion of this point 
brought on the famous navigation afl in 1651, 
which cjjcludcd all foreign tliips from entering 
the harbours of the Enghfii ifiands, and confe- 
quwtly obliged their produce to be exported dt- 
.ic'dfly to tile countries under t«1c dominion of 
•England.- , The government, though aware of 
the jnconvcniences of fuch on cxcloUon, was not 
• alarmed itr-but confidcring the empire only as 
atrre, the fep-uf vhich mull be turned back to 
VoL V. C the 
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BOO Rthe trunk, when it flows too freely to feme of the 
branches. ; < ' ‘ i ’ 

Howlveu, this Tcftraming law was not then 
enforced in it*s utmofl; rigour. Perhaps the (hips 
belonging to -the mother-country were not fuffi- 
ciently numerous to carry off all the productions 
of the iflands ^ perhaps, apprchcnfions might pre- 
vail, that the colonifls might be exafperated by 
fuddcnly depriving their coafte of a competition 
Nvhich mcrcafed the price of their commodities. 
PerhAps, the plantations ftill required fame /up- 
port, in order to bring their cultures to that de- 
gree of perfection 'that was cxpeClcd. However 
this may be, it is certain, ithat the aft of naviga- 
tion was not rigoroufly put in execution till 1660. 
M this period, the Englifh fugars hadibecn fub- 
ftituted to thofh of Portugal, in all the northern 
pans of Europe. ’ It is to be fuppofed, that they 
would equally have fupplanted them to the fouth, 
had not the obligation impofed upon all * the na- 
vigators to flop dt the Britifb ports before they 
paffed the Streigbts of Gibraltar, put an Infur- 
mountable obOaclc to this trade. 'It iS true, that 
in ord^r to attain this fuperiotity over the, only na- 
tion that was in pofleflion of this commodity, the 
EngUfii bad been obliged greatly to 1 lower the 
price of iij but their plentiful crops made them 
ample amends for this ncccnaryfacrificc. -If other 
^ nations were encouraged by their fuccefs to raife 
plantations, at leaft for their own confumption, 
thcEnghOi opened other markets, which fuppli- 
cd the place of the Former. Ihe only misfortune 
they experienced m along ferics o'f years, vas, 
the feeing many of thciroargoes taken by French 
privateers, and fold at a low-price. The -planlcr 
fuftaincd by this a double inconvenience, that of 
' ■ * - ' lofing 
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loHn^ part of h’ls fugarj, and being obUged to fcllu o o K 
the remainder below ibcir value. ^ ^ 

Notwithstakdiwo ihcfc tranficnt piracies, 
which always ceafed in time of peace, the plant-oner the 
ationsflill coniihucd to incrcafc in the 
iflands. All the productions peculiar to America rnsUnd 
were more carefully attended to; but the 
proprietors attacljcd thcmfclvcs more particularlyif^^i/.* 
to the culture of fugar, the falc of which was coii*Ciuf«tcf 
ftantly incrcafcd throughout all Europe. IVis*'* 
profperity esifted for the fpacc of lialf a century, 
when attentive men perceived that the exporta* 
tions dccreafed. It was then almolt generally 
believed that the colonics were exhaufted ; even 
the national fenate adopted this idea, not confidcr- 
ing that if the foil no longer had that degree of 
fertility peculiar to lands newly cleared, it fill! 
retained that fliare of fruhfulnefs which the carili 
fetdom lofcs, unlefs it's fubflance be altered by 
the calamities or by the irregularities of nature. 

The truth was Toon afeertained, and the Englifii 
were obliged to acknowledge, that the foreign 
marts w’crc infenhbly Ihut againll Great Britain, 
and would foon be opened only to France. This 
kingdom, which, from u*s natural advantages, 
and from the a&ive genius of u*s inhabitants, 
ftiould be forcmofl in every undcnaking, is fo 
Tcftraincd by the nature of it*s government, that 
it is the lad in becoming acquainted with it*£ 
own intcrefts. The French firll procured their 
fugars from the Englilh. They afterwards made 
fome for their own confumpiion, then for fale, 
tuY rclTrainis of every kind obliged them to con- 
fine thcmfclvcs merely to what they wanted. It 
was not hill iyi6, that their iflands began again 
to fupply other nations. "The fopcrioriiy of their 
foil, the advantage of frcfli lands, the frugality 
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BOO Kot their planters, who were -jet poor, all con- 
, ^‘ Y fpiredlo enable fllcm to fell the produflion at a 
' ^ * low cr pTicc tfian their compeniors It v- as more- 

over of a belter quality , accordingly, as^it in- 
creafed, that winch wa* formerly in fo great rc- 
queft, was rcjeflcd m nil the markets Towards 
the year 1740, the fogar of the Trench plantations 
became fufficicnt for general confumpiion, and 
at this period tlieJCnglifii were reduced to cultf- 
vale no more than what they wanted for their 
own ufe The Quantity" thc\ made waS ftiU very 
"trifiing at the beginning pf tnc century, but the 
ufe or tea, and the h'lbit of other indulgences, 
foon incTcafed prodi^ioufiy the confumpnon of 
‘this article ‘ * 


^«Eng ■BARDA00Es‘\vas one of the Britifh pofleflions 
fett\em”nt' which fumilHcd moft. of this commodity Thia 
St Barba idand, which IS fituntcd to windward or all the 
p”* appeared td have never been inhabited even 

Sfths ^ by ravages, when, in 1C27, fomeEnglilh families 
iiiand went to fcttlc there, but without any interference 


of government It <was not till two years after, 
that a regular colony was cdablilhcd there, at the 
c\pcnce and by the care of the Earl of Carlifle, 
who, on the tragical death of Charles I was de- 
’pnved of a property winch had been loo impru- 
dently granted him by tliat weak pnnee It was 
found covered with fueb large anJ hard trees, 
that uncommon refolution and patience were re- 
quired to fell ''them and root them up The 
ground was foon cleared of thisnncumbrance, or 
itnppcd of this ornament for it is doubtful whe- 
ther nature docs not decorate her own Work bet 
ter than man, who alters everything for himfclf 
alone Some patriots, tired of feeing the blood 
of their countrymen fpilt, went and peopled this 
lorei^^n land While the other colonics were m 


tlicf 
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tber ravaged. than cultivated by thofc vagabondaB O o K 
who had been driven from, their native country . 

-by poverty or Hccnliourncfsj Barbadoes daily re-' 

ceived new inhabitants, who brought aldn^with 
them not only 'their ftoc^jof money, but a ^turn 
• for labour, courage, aflivity, and ambition ; thefe 
vices -and virtues which arc the effe^ of .civil 
wars.} ' .. . - •, ; 

... By thefe means, tan'iflandj.rrhich is no more 
than feven leagues in length, *from two to five in 
breadth, and eighteen in circumference, attained, 
in.lcfs than forty years,, to a'population of ‘more * 
than a hundred thoufand ^ fouls and to a .trade 
that • employed -four hundred Jhips.of 150 tons 
burthen each. . Never had -the earth beheld fucli 
■a number of planters coUe£lcd in fo fmall a. com* 
pafs, or fo many rich ,produ€llons raifcd in fo- 
•fhort.a time. ■ -The . labours, .direfled jby. Euro« 
pcans,.Tverc performed byflayes; purchafed 'in- 
Africa',- or, even .ftolcnrir. America. ^ 'Tliis .hew 
-fpccics of-barbarity was but ..ruinous kind -of 
.prop for a new edifice, and very nearly occafion- • 
cd the fubvcrfion of it. -(j. 

... Some EngUfhmcn, who had landed ..on . the Confplra- 
.coads of the continent to get. flaves,’ were difco-|rftj^®l 
vered by the Caribs, who were the objefts of their 
fcarch.’ Thefc.favagcs fcll-upon them, and-putBarbado#i 
them all to death or to flight. • Avyoung^manJ 
who had been long purfued, .ran into.a-wood; 
where an Indian woman meeting, him, faved- his 
iitc, concealed and fed him,* and fome time after 
conduced him to the fca-fidc.*. His companions 
were lying at anchor there, waiting , for the -men 
they mifTcd, and fent the boat to fetch him. His 
deliverer infilled on following him -on board the 
(hip. -They wyre no fooncr.landcd at Barbadocs, 
but the monflcr fold-hcr who had favfd.his life, 
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'b' o’o'Kancl liad b'cflowcd licV heart as well as her perfon 
. upon him. ‘To’ vindicate the honour of tlicXng* 
^lUK nation, one of their poets has recorded this 
fhccktn'g;infiancc-oF avarice' and perfidy, to* be 
abhorred by pblietity : It has been told in fcvcTal 
languages,' and Held 'out to the dctcflatiori of all 
foreign nations.'' ' . • • . - - • > 

•' The- Indians, who were not bold enough to’ uni 
derlahe 'to rcyengc'thcmfclvcs, impa’rtcd their 
TcrcnCmcnt to the Negroes, who' had (Irongcc 
ihotivcs,' if polliblcj'for hatlng'the Englifii. The 
flaves’ unanlmoufiy vowed the death oF-thcir^ty- 
rinta. Tliis confpiracy was carried on with fucH . 
fccrc<5', that, the day before it was to have been 
carried into execution, the ■ colony had not the 
Icaft fufpicJon'bf it. ' But, ’as if generofity' was 
■ ■ always to be the virtue of the wretched, one of 
the'lcadcrs oftthc‘'plot informed his mafler'of it. 
L'^tcrswe^c immediately dlfpotched to" all 'the 
jlamations, and came in time to prevent the'im^ 
pending ‘dcftru&ion. "Thc’Tollowlng night the 
*flayes were feized in their 'huts j the moft guilty 
wcrc'cxecuted atbreakof day; and this’afl of fc- 
’ 'verity reduced the rift to obedience. • ‘ : 

Pr«reM *■ They have never’' revolted fince, and yet the 
s declined cbnfidcrably from it's former 

^ '***’ profpeVity. "It' ftill reckons’ ten thoufand- white 

people, and fifty ihourandNcgrocs j bufthe crops 
arc not anfwerablc' to the'po'pulation.’ In 'the 
inofi fayon’rabie fcafons', 'they do not amount to 
more than“twcnty millions weight gfTugar, and 
arc very often below’ ten' millions j 'and yfet to 
-obtain this trifling produce, cxpcnccs are'requirc'd 
much more cbnfidcrablc’than were’ nccefiary for 
'double the producciii tbc'’beginning.'' ' 'i’.-.-" , 
TiiE'foil of the colonyj' which is'no more than 
a rock of calcareous'llone, covered with very lit” 
» lie 
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tie earth, is entirely exhaufled* It is neceflary to B o o K 
make a deep opening In it every year, and to fiU » 
up x;'itk manure the holes which have been made. 

The mofl ordinary of thefe manures is the Varec, 
a fea-wced which is periodically thrown upon the 
coaflby thcfea-tlde.' The fugar*canes arc plant- 
ed in this fea-wced. The natural foil ts of little 
more ufc In the growth of them, than the cheHs 
in which the orange trees arc put in Europe. 

The fugar which is produced by theft cultures, 
hath generally fo Utile confiftcncc, that it cannot 
be exported in it*s raw ftate, bnt mull prevjoufiy 
be earthed ; a method which is not followed in 
the other Engli/li fcttlcments, although It be not 
prohibited there, as fet cral w nicrs havc’advanccd. 

One great proof of it’s bad quality is, that it 
is fooner reduced to mclafles than any where 
clfe. The droughts, which arc fo frequent at 
Barbadocs fince the country hath been entirely 
laid open, fcr\e to complete the misfortunes of 
the inhabitants of this iflanU, which was formerly 
in fo flourlfhlng a Hate. 

Accur.d{Kcly, though the taxes do not 
amount annually to more than 136,291 livres*, 
paid vby a trilling poll-tax upon the Negroes 
and by fame other impoUs, the colonifts arc iC'» 
duced to a Hate of mediocrity which approaches 
to indigence. This fituation prevents them from 
leaving the care of their plantations to agents, in 
order ib go and inhabit milder climarcs. It c\en 
renders them inhuman lotvards their flaics,whoin 
they treat with a degree of cruelty unknown in 
the other colonics. 

Barbadoes was very lately the only trading 
poflenion belonging to the Enghlh in the^Wnd- 
ward Iflands. The Ihlps coming from ‘Africa 

• ijw *e4. , - 
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BOb'lCufed generally tb pm m there. 'They deitveredi 
XIV, witolc cargo’to dne fitiglc purcliafcr, and at 

a fttticd price; witlfout diftmflion of either age^ 
or fex in' the-hargain. ' Thefc ^Negroes, thus 
bought in the \vholcfaIc way by the merchants,* 
Tvcic fbld in retail in the ifland itfc|f, 'orin the 
other Engiifli fcttlcmcnts, and the refufe of> thern 
{\vas uthcT ciandeftinely or openiy' introduced in* 
the colonies of the other nations.- This*, great' 
trade hath confidchibly dccrcafcd. Hence n^oit 
of the other Briltlii iflands- ha\e' chofen: to^rc* 
ceivc their {laves dlreflly front Guinea, and. have 
fubmitted to the‘cftabUQjcd'cuftom of paying for 
them with bills bY exchange at ninety days’hghr,' 
This CTcdit, which Wr'as mfufficient, hath .{tnee; 
been extended tb-a twelvemonth, land it hath 
frequently been ncccflary to p'rolong it even be- 
yond that term. J* • . ‘ ^ ' i . ‘ 

Befowc this revolutibti, a confiderablc quan- 
tity of fpice was in iirculatlon at Barbadoes.’ 
The little- coin which is 'at prefent ftill found 
there; is Spanhh j it ts conP.dcrcd is mcrchandife, 
dnd IS Only taken by weight. The navy'Which 
}s appropnated'tothis feltlemcnt confifls of a few 
vefleis, which arc tieteflaxy'foT it^s ' fevcr.'ii cor- 
r rcfpondcnccs, and of about forty floop«r, employ- 
ed in the filhery of the flying-fifh.- ' , » 

^ Bapdadois is gcncrjdlye'ch, and ci’cry where 
fufceptlblc of cultivation; except ina^ery ftnall 
- number of hollow ways. It is only at the center 
thiit the territory rifes irripcrceptibly, and forms 
a ‘kind of mountain, covered up to it's fummit 
with plantations ‘equally convenient and agree- 
V able, becaufc'lhcy were all eftabliftied in times 
of great opufencc. TTic ’{(land is not ’watered 
with riicrs, but fprings of water fit for drinkihg 
ate laihcr common in itj and it is intcrfccled 

from 
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tfrom one end to another, by very fine roads.'B o OjK. 
>Thcfe all terminate at Bridgototanj-a town badly, 
fiiuated bUf\teU built, wncrc the commodities 
deftined for exportation arc embarked,', although 
it be only a road open to fcvcral winds. ' ' 

'I'hf colony, divided into eleven parities, dothr^BarW 
not afford one poff where an enemy once landed 
could be (lopped ; and the landing, which is not,„a’K°rga 
poffiblc in fcvcral parts of thecoaff, is very prrc*gocd de- 
ticable in others, notwitiiftandmg the jedonbts^®”'*^ 
and batteries planted to prevenLit. Military men 
,think< that the lured way of fnccccdmg in an at- 
tack, would 'be to make it between the capital 
and the town of Hole-town. .1-* .« 

This emerprife would require more confidcr- 
able forces than might be imagined, confidering 
that Barbadoes hath no ^regular troops. It is 
filled* with planters of fmall fiaturc, brave -and 
a£li\c> accuftomed to military cxercifes, .and 
who probably would make fcarcc Icfs’ refinance 
than a mercenary army.i The armament dcffin- 
cd for this conqucfl (hould be difpatchcd from 
Europe; if it were formed at Martmico, or at 
any other fcttlcmcnt fiiuated to leeward, the 
Enghdi fquadrons which woiild be in thofc lati- 
tudes, might block up the port where the cKpe- 
dition was preparing, ormight-arrivc at Barba- 
does time enough to diflurb ihc operations of the 
befiegen. '• V 

This iffand is to the windward of all the others, 
and yet no great ad\.antrgccaabc reaped from it’s 
pofition, coufidcred In a mihtary light. It hath 
only fuch harbours ?s arc'fit to receive vcfTcls 
that come to trade ihcrc^ and though it be Icfs 
c.xpofal to florms and to hurricanes than the 
neighbouring latitudes, it doth not offer at any 
lime a fccurc afylumto men of war, and ftiUlefs 
a during 
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BOOK during the lad f\x months of the year, T??hen \he 
XIV. ^5 xinoTc icmpeftuous. The mother-country 
hath therefore formed no naval eftabUfltment upon 
it. The national fquadtons arc never ftationed 
there; and if arty of them fometimfes appear, it 
is 'Only for a little vwhile. Thus it was, that, in 
J761 and in 1762,' during the fincucaihcr, in 
the months of January and February, the fleets 
deflined for the conqueft of Martinico and of the 
Idavannab were affcmbled there. 

Efents Amtigua, uhich hath a circular form, and is 
that ha-?® gbout twenty miles long, was found totally uninha- 
bited by thofc few Freuchmen who fled thither in 
Tfoduen- 1628, upon being driven from St. Chrjflophcr*s by 
of* Spaniards. The want of fprings, which doubt- 
ttatjfland.kfs was the reafon why no favages had fettled 
^rtaiiee there, induced thefe fugitives to return, as foon as 
to they could regain Htcir former habitations. Some 
GrtatBri- Enghfitmen, more enterpnfing than cither the' 
Trench or the Caribs, flattered ihemfclves that 
they fiiould overcome this great obftacle, by col- 
.Icfting the rain-water in cillcrns ; and they there- 
fore fettled there, j'rhci^car m which this fcttle- 
'ment was begun is not cxaSly' known; but it 
.'appears that rn January 1640 there were about 
.'thirty families on the ifland. - fi 

' Ihe numhcr’was not much incrcafed, when 
Lord Willoughby, to whom King Charles II. had 
'•granted the* property of Antigua, fent over a con- 
•fidcrablc number of inhabitants at bis own ex- 
pence in 1666. It is probable they would never 
have enriched thcmfdves by the culture of to- 
bacco, indigo, and ginger, the only commodi- 
ties they dealt in, had-not colonel Codringtoii 
introduced into the iDand, »whjch was then 
. reflored to the dominion of the ftatci a Jburcc of 
wealth, m the year 1680, by the culture of fugar. 

. ' 'ibis 
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This being at firft blacky harih, and coarfc, xvasB o o K 
rqcftcd in England, and could. only be difpofcd , 
of in Holland, and in tbc Hans towns, where *it 
fold at a much lower price than that of the’other 
colonics. By the moll affiduous labour, art got 
the belter of nature, and brought this fugar to as 
great a perfeSion, and to fell for as high a price 
as any other. ' - 

" Every one was then defirous of extending this 
culture. In 1741, it employed three thoufand 
five hundred and thirty^cight white men, and 
twenty-feven thoufand four hundred and eighteen 
Negroes. Since that period, the number of free 
men hath been much dtminiflicd, and that of the 
Haves is confidcrably incrcafed. Their united la- 
bours produce eighteen or twenty millions weight 
of raw fugar, and a proportionate quantity of 
rum. This income is confidcrably lefs in.thofe 
feafons, which occur too frequently, when the co- 
lony is afiliclcd with drought j and for this rcafon 
it is very much indebted. 1 

All the tribunals arc eftablifiicd at St.John’s, 
fituatcd to the 'Well of the ifland. The grcatcll 
' part of the trade hath been likewife concentrated 
m that town. Unfortunately, it’s port is clofcd 
up by a bar, upon which there is no more than 
luclve feet of water. If the depth of water Ihould 
Hill dccrcafc, the navigators will take in their 
cargoes to the North ot the colony, in the road 
of Parham,- which is much preferable to the one 
ihcynow frequent, but which is inhnitcly lefs con- 
venient for the colicfling of the commodities. 

Motives of great importance fiiould c.vcitc 
England to prevent, by all polTiblc means, the 
decline of fo valuable a fctilcmcnt. It is the 
only bulwark of the numerous and fmall'iHands 
which that country poflcfics in ihcfe latifudes. 

'1 hey 
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BOOicThcy all depend, upon ^Antigua, 'and upoh/llie 
EngHIh Havre,’ an excellent port,Mvhcre the naval 
forces defigned for their protcflion, anchor,' and 
where the fquadrons find’collcftcd ih arfenals', 
and'in welWloched magazines, the articles hccef- 
fary ito carry on 'their operations, ■ The mainte- 
nance of ^ihe fmail Ifo'Vtificatlons which furround 
the two principal harbours part of the pay of fix 
hundred wen, imrufted whh'thcir defence-; the 
cods occafioned ^ by the .artillery ;» all thefc cx- 
pcnces arc 'defrayed by the 'colony; and abforU 
two-tliirds of the 272,58a livres* which it is oblig- 
ed to' requlrcannu’ally froip it’s inhabitants.*"' ' ' 
' ‘Tin's IS too great a bbriheh. In orderto dimi- 
nlfh the weight of it, the - aircmtly of the ifland 
thought of'laying' a tax upon' thofe proprietors 
who ‘fiiould rcHde in Europe^ but“-thc inothcr- 
coumry annulled a regulation which was’exident- 
ly injurious 'to the hberty-of Individuals. The 
colony ‘then ordered,' that ‘the planters ihould 
for the future have only one white 'man,- or two 
white wo'men, to every let of thirty Negroes. 
This’ law, which was 'adopted ‘by fcveral other 
iflands, is not iimcb attended to, bccaufc it is Icfs 
^’pcnllvc to tranfgrcfs if, than to mamtain free 
men, w’hofc attendance’ cannot be.' compelled. 
The penalties, therefore, which are regulated for 
► punilhing' the tranfgfcflion of this law, arc bc- 
comc'onc of the greateft rcfburccs of the public 
treafury of that fcitlement. 

It’s legiflatifc body hath fometimes difplaycd 
2 remarkable fiiarc of courage. Ihc Englifli 
. iflands hate no coin which belongs properly to 
thcmfclves-: that which is circulated triere,’i8 all 
foreign. The mother-country thougiit it necef- 

^ r»* 

fliry 
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fary < to *fcttle the value of it in the beginning of B o o k 
the century. This arrangement u as judged to , 
be contrary to.thelintereft of the colony, who^ 
themfelves fettled ir^uponta higher footing. It 
■was natural to imagine that parliament would an- 
nul an aft fo repugnant to their authority. The 
lawyers ’ agreed, if that event fiiould take place, 
never to lend their afliftance to any of thofe who 
iliould have refufed to accept the coin at the 
price fixed by the afiembly. ‘ <i 

A^jother occurreriee exhibited in a ftill ftrong- 
er light the kind of fpirii which prevailed at An- 
tigua. ' The governor, colonel Park, fetting equal- 
ly at defiance the laws of» morality and decency, 

•was unrcllraincd and intemperate in all his pro- 
ceedings. The colony demanded, and obtained, 
his recal. • As he did -not feem difpofcd to de- 
part, fcvcral of the moft confidcrablc inhabiranw 
{Went to cxpollulatc with him, in- the ftrongeft 
terms, upon this kind of difobcdicncc. I hey 
were rcpulfcd with brutality by his guards. i The 
people took up arms, and the tyrant was attack- 
ed in his o-wn houfc, and mafiacred. His body 
was then thrown naked into the flrcct, and mu- 
tilated by thofe whofe bed he had difiionoured. 

The mother-country, more moved by the facred 
Tights of/naturc than jealous of her own autbo- 
iity, overlooked an aft which her vigilance ought 
to have prevented, but which flic was too equita- 
ble to revenge. It is only the part of-tyranny to 
cNcitc a rebellion, and then to quench it in the 
h’ood^or the opprcHcd. Machiavctifm, which 
.{caches princes tiie art of being feared and deteft- 
c<), dirtfts them to ftiflc tlic Mftims'wbofc cries 
gri'w iiAporiunaic. Huinamt) prefenbes to kings, 
nifiice in leginatipn, mtldncfs in government, 

Irnu) to prevent infarreftions, and” mercy topar- 
- don 
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BOOKilon them, l^cligion cnjAins obedience ro the 
. people; but God, above all things,^ require* 
^ ^equity in princes. If they violafc it, innumera- 
ble witneffes will rife up againlV a linglc man at 
the final judgment. •> ' - 

• Thb council of Antigua doth not extend it’s 
jurifdiftion over the neighbouring ifiands, which 
have all their particular afl’cmblics : but the go- 
vernor of Antigua is alfo governor of the other 
ifiands, except Barbadoes, which, on account of 
it’s pofition and importance, hath deferved parti- 
cular difiinftion. This governor-general mult 
pay an annual vifit to the places under his autho- 
rity; and he ufually begins his tour by Monl- 
ferrat. • 

Sttwof - This ifland, difeovered in 1493 by Columbus, 
th«fi^t-.-ind occupied in 163a by -the Englifb, is only 
fflS^byuie or nine leagues in circumference. The fa- 
EnglA at vages, -who lived peaceably in it, were expelled, 
Montfer- according to cuftoro, by the ufurpers. This aG 
ofiinjumce was not at urfl followed with any very 
fortunate. ciccumftances. The progrefs of the 
new fcttlcmcnts was for a long time fo (low, .that 
fix and fifty years after it’s foundation it fcatcc 
contained feven hundred inhabitants. ' It was not 
till towards the end of the century, that the po- 
pulation, both in .white men and Negroes, be- 
came as numerous as it could be in fo confined 
a poffcfiion. Sugar canes were then fubflitutcd 
to .commodities of little value, which had occa- 
fioned their planters to languilh in a ftate of tnl- 
fery. AYar and the elements overthrew, at fe- 
vctal intervals, the beft-founded e.\pcQations, 
and obliged the coionlfts to comraft debts which 
psid cSf. • At nfic prcftnt pcfi'Da’, the 
aftivity of a thoufand free perfons, and the la- 
. bouts of eight tbouland (laves, produce five or 
' ‘ fix 
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fiR jnillions weight of raw fugar, upon plains ofB o o K 
little extent, or in vallies which are fertilized by 
the waters falling from the mountains. One of 
the difadvantages ofNthis i!land,ithe public ex- 
rpcnces of which do not exceed . annually 49,887 
.iivrcs ”, is, that it has not one fingle harbour 
-where the lading and unlading can cafily be made. 

The ftiips would even be in danger upon thefe 
coafts, if the mailers .did not take- care, when 
they fee a ftorm approaching, to put out to fca, 
or,to take flieltcr in fomc neighbouring harbour, 

Nevis is expofed to the fame inconvenience. 

The moft generally received opinion is that thcAnclert 
Englifh fettled on this ifland in i6a8. It is 
pcrly nothing more than a very high’inountain,f«rntrtaie 
.of an cary»afccnt, and crowned with tall trees.?/ , 
-The plantations he all round; and beginning at n«Is° 
the fea.fide, are continued almoft to the top of 
.the mountain ; but the higher, they Hand the iefs 
fertile they are, bccaurcihc foil grows more ftony. 

This ifland is, watered by many flreams, which 
'.would be fo many fourccs of plenty, if they did 
.not in (lortny weather f«cH into torrents, walh 
.away ihejands, and deftroy the treafures'they 
.have produced. •- ,1 

Thl colony of Nevis was a model of virtue, or- 
der, and pier)’. Thefe exemplary manners have 
been owen to the paternal care of the Hrfl gover- 
nor, This incomparable man infpired all the in- 
.habitants, by his own example, with a love of 
labour, a rcafonablc ceconomy, and innocent re- 
creations. The perfon who commanded, and 
thofc w.lu> aU b^' ^.hr 

principle of the (IriGcft equity. .So .rapid was 
the progrefs of this Angular fculcmcnt, that, if 

• i,C7«I. to. ffi. ^ _ 
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t o 0 K wc may credit all the nccounis oF ihofc times, it 
foon contained 10,000 white people, and ao,ooo 
^blacks Admitting even that fuch a populatiort, 
upon a territory of two leagues in length, and 
one in breadth, fliould be exaggerated, ftill it 
■ttiU Ihew the amazing but infallible effect of vir- 
tue, in -promoting theprofpenty of ^ well regu- 
lated focicty 

But, even virtue itfclf will not fccure either 
inditiduals or focicties from the calamities of na- 


ture, or from the injuries of fortune In i68p, a 
dreadful mortality fwept awa^ half this happy co- 
lon^ It was ravaged in 1706 by a French fqua- 
dron* which earned off three or four thoufand 
flaves Ihc next year the ruin of this ifland was 
completed, by the moft violent hurricane ever re- 
corded Since this feries of difaflers, it has reco- 
vered a luile It contains fix hundred free men 
vnd five thoufand Haves, the taxes upon whom 
do not exceed 45,000 hvres*, and who fend to 
England three or four millions weight of raw fu- 
gar, the whole of which is Ihipped under the 
walls of an agreeable city called Charles town. 
Perhnps thofc who repine moll at the dcflruftion 
of the Americans and the fiavery of the Africans, 
would receive fomc confolanon if the Luropcans 
were every where as humane as the Engl flj have 
been in this ifiand of Ncms, and jf all the iflinds 
in America were as well cultivated m pro; ortion , 
but nature and fociety afford few inllanccs of fuch 
Iniriculoiis profpcriiy l 

> CHtC SaIst GurISTophck's wvs the nnrfcry of nil 
and 1 rencli colonies in Amenca Both 
iiiavd nations vrrived there outlie fame da), m 1625 
Ihcyfharcd the ifiand b'-tween them, figned n 
perpetual neutrality, and entered into a muiual 
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engagement to each othek' againfl thetr com- D o o ic 
mon enemy the Spaniard, who tor a century pad . 
had invaded or difturbed the two hcmifphcrcs. Frcnfh.at 
Unfortunately, by an inconfidcraic kind of con-|-''Rbe-. 
vention, Imniing, .fiflung, the woods, the bar-[°^fJ'o" ; 
hours, and the fali-pits, had all been left in com-GrcatBrl-’ 
mon. This arrangement mixed too many pcr-”‘°* 
fons together, who could not be agreeable to cacit 
other, and jcaloufy foon divided* tliofc whom a 
temporary intcreft had united. This fatal paflion 
created daily quarrels, (kirmifhes, and dcvaila- 
lions ; but thefe were only domcllic animofitics, 
in which the rcfpccbvc governments took no 
part. Concerns of great importance having, in 
i666, kindled between the two motljcr-countries 
a war, which continued almoft uninterruptedly 
during the remainder of the century, tlicir fub- 
jefts in. St. Chriftoplier’s fought witli a degree of 
obftinacy that was not to be found clfcwhere. 
Sometimes conquerors, and fometimes conquered, 
they alternately drove each other from their plan- 
tations. This long comeft, in which both parties 
pltcrnaicly had the advantage, was terminated by 
the total cxpuinonof the French in lyoaj and the 
peace of XJtrcchi cut off all their hopes of ever 
returning thither. • 

r This was no great facrificc for a people who 
had never fcrioully attended to the care of culti- 
vating productions -upon their domain. Their 
population amounted but to 667 white people, of 
all ages and both fexes ; 29 free blacks, and 659 
flaves. All ‘their herds confifted only of- 265 
llcsd cf hc-rn'fd and horfes:^ 'J'iiey 

cultivated nothing but a lutlc cotton and indigo, 
and had but one fmglc fugar plantation. 

: Though the EngliQi had for a long time 
8 greater advantage of this ifland, yet they did not 
Voi.,.V. D imme- 
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B o o K immediately reap all ihc benefit they havC' 
from having the foie pofTcffion oPit# This 
(umc, «m- for X toDg time X prcyto rapa- 
derthe cJduj govcrnors, who fold the lands for their own 
profit, or gave them away tottheir creatures; 

' though they could only warrant' the duration of 
the fair, or gram, during the term of ilicir admi' 
niflratiou. The parliament of England at Icngtli 
remedied this evil, by ordering, that- all lands 
Ihould be put up to auflion, and tlic purchafe* 
money paid Into the public coffers. After this 
prudent regulation, the new plantations were ' as 
well cultivated as the old ones. « 

Tun illand, which is in general narrow,«but 
very unequally fo,' may have an extent of ‘thirty- 
fix leagues fquarc. Mountains, thick fet and 
barren, though covered with verdure, and ivhich 
occupy one third of the territory, inrcrfcfl it al* 
mod throughout U*8 whole length. From the foot 
of thcfc' mountains iffuc an 'infinite number of 
fprings, which, unfortunately, arc for the mofl 
part dried upiti the dry feafons. Scattered over 
the plain we met with a number of agreeable, 
neat, and convenient habitations, which arc or- 
namented with avenues, fountains, and 'groves. 
The taftc for rural life, which -the Enghlh have 
retained more thari any other civilised nation in 
Europe, prevails in the highcll degree at 'St. 
Chrillophcr's. ’ Tlicy never had the lead occafioti 
to form tbemfclvcs into fmall focicties,in order td 
pafs away the time ; and if the French -had not 
left there a fmall town, where their manners arc 
preferved,' they would ftill be' unacquainted with 
that kind of ibcial life, which is productive of 
more altercations than plcafurcs ; which is kept 
'ip. by gallantry, and terminates in debauchery; 
which begins with convivial joys, and ends in the 
' * ~ quarrels 



*- IN THE EAST AND AATST INDIES. ’ 35 

quarrels of gaming^. Inftcad of Hiis image ofnqoK' 
union, which is in fafV only a beginning of dif- . , 
cord, the rcprcfcntativcs of the proprietors, who 
arc almoft all of them fettled in Europe, the 
number of which amounts to eighteen hundred, 
live upon the plantations; from wliencc they 
gather by the labour of twenty-four or twenty- 
five ihoufand flaves, eighteen millions weight of 
raw fugar, which is thclinefi in the New World. 

This produce enables the colony to provide with 
cafe for the public cxpcnccs, which do not an- 
nually exceed 68,145 hvres 10 fols •. 

‘•Ir was at St. Chriftopher’s, that in 1756 was 
exhibited a fccnc worthy of being rccounicd. 

• ANEGRochad, from his childhood, partook luTetuip- 
of the amufements of his young maflcr. This fa“l*"rh*if 
miliarity, wliich is commonly fo dangerous, cx-’toph«A." 
tended the ideas of the fta\c, without aUcring 
his charaQcr, Quazy foon deferved to be chofen 
overfeer over the labours, and over the planta- 
tions ;^and he difpiayed in tliat important pod 
an uncommon fharc of underftanding, and an ini 
dcfatigable ?eal. His conduct and his talents in- 
creafed his favour, which appeared to be unalter- 
ably fixed, when this direftor, hitherto fo much , 
beloved and fo much didingui^ed, was furpe£led 
of having infringed the cllabliihcd laws of the 
polite, and publicly threatened with an humi- 
liating punifhmcnt. 

I A SLAVE who had for a long time cfcaped 
chaflifcmcnt, inflvfted too readily and too fre- 
quently upon his equals, is infinitely jealous of 

more than the grave, and who did not flatter 
.hlmfclf with being able to avert the fcntcncc pro- 

' * s.SjjL 5» nd. ■ \ 

, D a -nounced 
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bV hie intrcatics, went out 
'be mldii of the night, in order to obtain a 
powerful mediation. His inafter unfortunately 
perceived him, and attempted to ftop him. Tliey 
grappled-wiih ^ach otlicr;-and thefe two dex- 
terous and Vigorous champions wrcftlcd for foinc 
time with varied fuccefs. At length the fla\c 
threw down his indexible mailer, and kept him 
in that difagrecablc fituation ; when, putting a 
dagger to his breafl, he addrefled him m the fol- 
lowing terms : . . _ 

** J'fAsTER, I have been brought up with you. 
« 'u u** P'cafurcs have been mine. My heart 
’ « hnow'n any other interells 'than 

c« innocent of the trifling oflence 

ot which I am accufed 5‘but had I even been 
« a'Ji ^ r ‘V ought to have forgiven me. 
« indignation at 

tne rccollc«ton of the. affront iwlilch you are 
,, Pf«p3nng me; and thus it is that I will 
avoid It. On faying thefe words, he cut his 
own throat, and fell down dead, without curling 
^ lN^?hr* covered with his blood, 

been fieraliz^^h*^^"'** fricndfliip have 

Two NreroiJ ' 

courageous, and born with a 

call, liad been fond of each othr/ T 

fancy. Partners in the fame & from their in- 

united by their fuffcringsj\rhmh^7>, 

form aftrongcr attainment tC 

they were not happy, thev comF P cahires. If 

at leaft in their mffery. ^ 

obliterates the remembrance of 

ferved only to make their’c i ^ tuisiortuncs, 

girl, „ho was l.tc».rcanavcrl"\horf:?;° 
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fpatkUd, no doubt, with grcntcr \iv3c5ty and firen o o K 
from the contrail of her dark complexion, excited . 
an equtd flame in the heart* of ihcfc two friends. 

The whotra^ more capable of infpirin^ titan 
of fccliojt ® liron'g pa{Iton,Y.ouId resdtle have nc* 
ccpicd either ; but neither of them ttould deprive 
his friend of htr, or \lcid her up to itirn. 'lime 
fen'cd onl\ to increafe the torments chryfufTcred, 
without afitf^iinp their ffiendfhip or their love. 
Oftentimes did tears oi angidih flream from their 
c)cs, in the midll of the flci»o»nrarions ni friend-' 
fnip they gave each other, at the ftglu of the too 
bcioNcd objefl that threw them into dcfpatr. 

•They fomttimes fw ore that they would love her 
no more, and that they uouUl rather part with 
life ‘ than forfeit their fricndlhip. 'llie whole 
p'antation wij moved at the figtu of thefe con- 
diSs. The loNC of the two friends for the beau- 
tiful Negro girl was the topic of every conver- 
faiion. 

On'e day they followed her into a wood ? there^ 
each embraced her, clafped her a thoufand times 
to his heart, fvvorc all the oaths of attachment, 
and called her every tender name that Jo\c could 
fuggeft; when, fuddcnly, wirhoui fpcaklng or 
looking at each othcr,tUcy both plunged a dagger 
into her bread. She expired, and they tninglcd 
their tears and groans with her laU breath. Tlicy 
roared aloud, and made the wood refound with 
their violent outcries. -A Have came running to 
their afliftance, and fawthem at a didance, fiifiing 
the \lifliin of their extraordinary pallion with their 
kiffes. He called out to fomc others, who foon 
came up, and found thefe two friends embracing 
each other upon the body of this unhappy girl, 
and bathed in her blodd j while thc\ ihcmfclvcs 


' . were 



3fv lusrrcmY or scTrLU-tEKTS and TRADrr 

COOK were expiring in ihc ftreams ibat flov. cd from Ihcir 
T.'o«nds. ‘ ‘ ’’ 

TtiE.se lovers and iltcfc friends were Haves. I* 
it in fo degrading a ilation* ihai we fee fucit 
aflions as muH aflonifli the wliolc world ? If there 
can be a man tibo is not Hnick; with horror 
and companion at the greatnefs of this ferocious 
love, nature mnft- have formed him, not for the 
flavery of the Negroes, but for the tyranny of 
their maflers. Such a man muH have lived with- 
out commlfcrating others, and will die without 
comfort, he mull nerer have Hied a tear, ?nd 
jiofle will ever be flicd for him. 
r»rt\«t4- Barbuda, winch belongs entirely to the Co- 
tiu«i wn-driiigton family, and t!»c orcumfcrcncc of which 
Snffi i* Hx or feven leagues, hail) dangerous 'coaHs. 
This is perhaps the moH even of all the Amerr* 
chn iflands. llic trees which cover it arc weak, 
and not very high, bccaufc there are never more 
than fix or feven inches of earth upon a lajer of 
hmc-fionc. Nature hath ^plactH great plenty of 
'turtles' licrc j’ and caprice hath occafioned the 
fending thhhrrof-'dcCT,and feveral kinds of game ; 
chance hath filled the woods with pintados; tind 
other fowls, efcaped from 'th6 vcHcIs after fomc 
fhipwrcck. Upon this foil are 'fed oxen, horfes, 
and mules, for the labours of the ticighbouring 
fcitlcmcnts, 'No other cuUutc js knowm there, 
except that of the kind of com which is incccf- 
fary for the feeding of the numerous herds, in 
thofe fcafons'when the pafturc fails. It’s popula- 
tion is reduced to three hundred and fifty flat es,' 
and to the fmall number of free men who arc ap- 
pointed to oierlook them. This private property 
pays no rn’6utc to tfic nation, 'though ft be fuh- 
to the tribunals of Antigua. The air here is 
very pure, and very wholcfomc, Formerly, the 

fickly 
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fjckly people of the other EngUlh iflands went BOOK 
to breathe it, m order to flop the progrefs 
their ''difeafes, or to recover their, Ilrcngtht 
This cuUom hath ceafed, , fincc feme of them 
have indulged thcmfelvcs in parties of dcftruc- 
live chace. , • • . i , - 

- Must men then be fulTercd to perifh, in order 
that animals lhould-be,prcfcrvcd ! How is it pof- 
fiblc thattfo atrocious a_ cuftom,, which draws 
down the imprecation of almoft all Europe upon 
the fovereigns, and upon the lords of our coun- 
tries, ftiould .be fuffered, and Ihould even be 
cftabliftied beyond thc,fcas? l.havc alkcd this 
quehion, land I have ibccn anfwt-rcd, that' the 
ifland' belonged to the Codringtons and that 
they had a right to difpofc of their, property at 
their plcafore. il now afle, whether this right of 
properly, ‘which is undoubtedly facrcd,'haih not 
it*s limits ? Whether this right, in a variety of 
, .circumftanccs, be not<facrtficed to. public good ? 
Whether the man twho is ,in pofleflion of a fouii- 
•tain,' can refufe water to him .who is dying -with 
thirft ?t.Whcthcr any, of the •Godrington .family 
‘Would partake of one of.thofc precious pintados, 

‘that had coll his countryman or his fellow-crea- 
ture his life? -Whether the; man who fliould be 
•convifted of having fuffered a fick pcrfon,to die 
at diis door, would ibe fufficicmly punifhcd by 
thCj general execration? And whether he, would 
inot deferve to be dragged before the tribunals 
of jufticcfas an aflaflin? Pollcflbr of Barbuda, 
thou art the aflaffin of all ^thofe ^lioin thou doft 
.cfqrmeof ttic ihiubrity arr, wjVrciV wouiV 

have preferved them; and if this circumdance 
Iliould not drive thee to defpair.upon thy death- 
bed, it is becaufc thine heart will bid ^defiance 
to the Divine iuflicc 1 Haften, thcrtforc, to re- 
.i ' call 
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EOOKcall tliat fliamclcfs reprefcntaiivc; vho, in h?i' 
XIV. conccrij for n fcraglio of Mulattoc women, in 
' ^ ' whom, It is faitl, all his deliglns arc centered, 

Tigoroufly put fucs the execution of your barbarous 
prolubition. 

Tiiecolo- iVNGuiLi.A is fcvco or eight Icagucs in length, 
"Tol" An- 3,,^ jj Ygjy unequal },| h*s breadth, whiclt never' 
?«}■* ^ exceeds two leagues. Neither mountains, tior 
» wiethtd, ^voods, nor rivers, are found upon it, audit’s foil 
fate can- is UQtlung morc than chalk, 
not be Some wandering rngliftitncn fettled upon this 
fharjed, j^gyous ail’d friable rock towards the year 1550. 

After an obHinafe labour, they at length fuc- 
cceded in obtaining from this kind of lurt n.htllc 
* cotton, a fniall quantity'of millciTced, and fomc 

potatoes. Six veins of vegetating earth, which 
were in procefs of time difeovered, received fogar 
canes, which, in the beft harvcll, yield no more 
than tifty thoufand weight of fitgar, and forne^ 
tilnes only five or fix thoufand. Whatever clfe 
comes out of the colony hath been introduced 
into'tt clandeRinely, from Santa Crus, where the 
inU'.\bitants of Anguilla have formed fcvcral plan- 
tations. ‘ - ‘ ' 7 . 

In fcafons of drought, which are bm too fre- 
quent, tile ifland hath no otiier refource but in a 
lake, 'the fait of which U fold to the people ‘of 
New England j and in the fale of fheep and goats, 
which thrive better in this dry climate, and upon 
thefe and plains, than in the reft of America, 
Anguilla reckons no more ‘than two hun- 
dred free inhabitants, and five hundred 'llaves.' 
Nevcrthclefs, it bath an affcmbly of it’s own, and 
even a chief, who is aUvayff chofen by the inha- 
J?pfo.7fr, aeid <xKtffrtBoi by <hc gcKwror of Anti- 
gua. - A foreigner who ftould be fent^ to govern . 
this feeble fcttleinent, would infallibly be driven 
• away 
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auay by men who have preferved fomething ofB o o K 
the independent manners, and of the rather fa\ age . 
charaftcr of their anceflort. , . 

. Thd coafl of this ifiand afTords but two har- 
bours ; and even in thefe very fmall vtflcls only 
cananclsor.' They arc both defended by four 
pieces of> cannon;- which, for half a century part, 
have been entirely unfit for fcrvicc. 

• The Virgin Iflands are a group of about h^tty 
fmall iflands, mofi of them mountainous, dry/oneTf^ 
and arid, where the Spaniards of Porto-Rico'ir^m 
were for a long time alone employed in catch- 
ing turtle, which •■were very, plenty there. ThcCn^jlifti 
Dutch had juft, begun a fmall fctticmcnt at T-’or- 
tola, one of the beft of thefe iflands, and -that 
which hath the fafeft harbour, when, in 1 665, 
they-were-driven* from it by the EngUfti 5 who*'"^**'®*** 
foon after difperfed iherafclvcs over the neigh- 
bouring fmali iflands and rocks. There they 
lived, during near a century, like favages, cm- 
plo)'cd folely tn the culture of cotton. It was not 
’till after the peace of 174B’ that their induflry 
was turned towards fugar, of which they have 
fince regularly fent to the motlicr-country four or 
five millions weight.. 

i BeroR-r this period, there had not been any re- 
gular form of government, nor any public iwor- 
Ihip at Tortola. Both the one and the other haie 
been very recently cftabhffied j and what perliaps 
was more difficult to bring about, the inhabitants 
have been prciailcd upon to-pay the treafury 
four and a half per cent, on the going out of their 
prodiiftions. A prudent admmiftration would 
have folicited a biU to fecure the fcveral propcr-i 
ties, all, oralmoftall, 6f which have been tranf- 
mitted in an irregular manner ^ and u they were 
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boo attad.td» there arc few colomftw who 

might not be legally rutnee! • 

^ Here then is an inHancC) at Tortola, of the 
go\cmtncnt bemg very eager to draw money from 
the colonift*!, and caring \ cry little about fccunng 
their felicity, althongh it would hate coll them 
only a little bencxolcnce, without any kind of ft* 
cnfice Is it poHiblc to fay to men in a more 
impudent mannett ** You are nothing to us' 
“ you haie only to continue ilill to paj us, and 
when you fliall no longer beablc to do ir, you 
** may petifti, you may die*, vre care very iutlc 
“ about the mailer Ihe concern we take m 
your fate IS m proportion to the fmns you fup- 
“ ply us with ?’* Such inhuman fcntimcnts arc 
peicc uttered m any place , but ftill this is the 
way in which people think, and aft m all parts. 
Subjefts ire every where treated as we do the 
mines, which we ceafe to rattend to when they 
yield no more ere It is eicry where forgotten, 
that, with a ftn-1l iharc of jufticc hnd proteftion, 
they would becomc-an inexhauftibte fund Em- 
pires ‘in all parts think themfekes eternal, and 
thofc who govern them conduft thcmrclvcs as if 
they bad not one day to lift 1 he fame danger 
that threatens Tortola, docs not c* tend itfclf to 
Jamaica v 

c fer p- This ifland, which lies to leeward of the other 
t ea ef Enghfli iftands, and which geographers have rank, 
jama ca among ihc greater Antilles, may be forty three 
or forty four leagues m length, and fixtecn or 
fcvcntccii in it’s greateft breadth It is inter 
fefted with fevcral ridges of highy craggy moun- 
tains, where dreadful rocks are heaped one upon 
aji/y.b«.n TVaw bsOTC.'JiTrt.C-B iwt's t/t/i 'pitrvrm. 
being covered iU over wiih a prodigious quaniiiy 
of trees of different I inds, that Anke their roots 
through 
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Jbrougli the clefts oF jhe rock*, and attract the book. 
moillurc that is dcpofiicd there by florms and . , 

frequent fo^s. This perpetual \crduTe, kept up ^ 
and cmbclhlhcd by a multitude of plentiful cal- 
cades, makes a conftant fpring all the year round, 
and exhibits the moft cnchantin" profpea jn na- 
ture. But ihcfc ^ratcrs, which fall from the bar- 
Ten fnmmiis, and fertilise the plains below, are 
brackifii and unwholcfomc. The climate is flill 
more dangerous. Of all the American iflands, 

•Jamaica is the tnoft dcHruClivc. . Men perifh 
there very rapidly; and although the lands have 
been cleared lor two centuries paft, yet there arc 
flill feme verj’ fruitful diftrl£ls, cten ticar the ca- 
pital, 'where a free man would not pafs the ni«ht 
unleXs in a cafe of extreme rcccflity. 

- Coi.tJMDUS difeovered this great ifiand in i494,The5ja- 

but made no fcttlemcnt there. Bight years 

ter, hfr was thrown upon k by a florin. Ha\ ing Su»,«nd 

loft his Ihips, and being unable to get away, 

implored the humauiiy of thefavages, \.ho gaveSu*.^® 

him all the aCiftance that natural pity fuggefts. 

But thefe people, \<'ho cuUUatcd no more land 
than what was joftrfufHcicnt to fupply their own 
want<, foon grew tired of fupporting ftrangers, 
to the manifeft rint of ftarving tiiemfclvcs, and 
infenfibly withdrew ficm their neighbourhood. 

The Spaniards, who hadjalready indifpofed the 
Indians againft them by repeated a£ls of violence, 
grew outrageous, and proceeded fo far as to take 
up arms againft. a humane and equitable chief, 
becaufe he difapproved >of their ferocity. Co- 
lumbus availed himfclf of One oF thofe natural 
phtenomena, in which a roan of genius may 
lomctimes find a rcfourcc, which he ^may be 
cxcufed for having rccourfc to in a cafe of urgent 
nccefilty. ' _ . * 


From 
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BOOK From tbeknowlcdgc lie had acquired in aflronoi 
XIV' my, he knew there would foon be an eclipfe of (he 

' * moon. He took advantage of this circumOance, 

and fummoned all the Caciques in the neigh* 
bourhood to come and bear fomething that nearly 
concerned them, and'was effential to their pre- 
fervation. He then pronounced wiib emphafi'!,' 
as if he were infpired: ^opunijh you for ihe cruelty 
•Loith viheb you fi^er my 'companions and me to 
ferijht the God ^bom I vjorjhtp is going to Jlrike you 
'lijith bis moji terrible judgments, ‘this very evening 
^eu will fee the moon turned red^ then grenv ddrhs 
and withhold her light from you.' this will he only 
c prelude to your calamities ^ if you ohjiinaiely perjtfi 
in rfxjf.ng to give us food. ’ • ' 

The admiral had fcarce done fpeaking, when 
his prophecies w'crc fulfilled. The favages were 
terrified beyond mcafurc; they thought they were 
all iofi } they begged for mercy, and promifedlo' 
do anything that ihould be defired. 'They were 
then told,' that heaven, moved with their repent- 
ance, was appeafed, and that nalure was 'going to* 
refume her wonted courfe. From i that moment, 
provifions M'crc- fent in from all quarters; and 
Columbus was never in want of any during the 
lime he remained there. . < < ' 

-It was Don -Diego, the fon of this es’traordi-^ 
nary man, who fixed the- Spaniards at Jamaica. 
In 1 509, he fent thither feventy robheis from St/ 
Domingo, under the command of John d’Ffqui-' 
mcl ; and others Toon followed. It feemed as if 
they all went over to this peaceable ifland, for 
no other purpofe than to llied human blood. ' 
Thofc barbarians never flveathed their fword 
w’m'ic t'ucrc was one 'inbaVuant ‘left to preferve the 
memory of a numerous, mild, plain, and hcfpi* 
tabic people. It was happv-for the earth that 

thefe 
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hcfe murderers were not to fupply their place. BOOK 
rhey bad no inclination to multiply in an ifland . 

.vhtre no gold was to be found. Their cruelty 
Tid not anfwer the purpofe .of their avarice ; and 
the earth, which they had drenched .with blood, 

Cremed to Tcfufc her aluftance to fccond the bar- 
barous efforts they had made to fix there. Every 
fcltlcmcnt raifed upon the a(hes of the natives 
grew unfiicccfsful, « hen labour and defpair had 
completed the deftruflion of a few favages w hb 
had efcaped the fury of the firft conquells. That 
of St. Jago dc la Vega was the only one that 
fupported itfclf. The inhabitants of that town, 
plunged in idlcnefs, the ufual confequence of 
tyranny after devafiation, were content with 
living upon the produce of feme few plantations, 
and the overplus they fold to the flwps iliat paffed 
by their coafts. Tiie whole population of the 
colony centered in the little fpot that fed this 
race of deftroyers, confifiedof 1500 fla\cs, com- 
manded by as many tyrants, when thc'Englifli 
came and attacked the town, took it, and fettled 
there in 1655. 

The Enghlh brought the Fatal fources of dir-J“n’3«<=> « 
cord along with them. At firft the New colon) 
was only inhabited by three thoufand of that fana- 1 
tical militia, which had fought and conquered 
under the ftandards of the • republican parly. Tnpt>tned 
Thefe were foon followed by a multitude 
ro)aHfts, who were in hopes of finding reft and 
peace in America, or comfort after their defeat, become 
The diviHons which had prevailed for fo long 
time, and with fo much violence, between the 
two parties in Europe, followed ihembc)ond the 
fcas. This was fulllcient to hate renewed in 
America, the fccnes of horror and bloodJhed 
which had fo often been a^cd in England, had 
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BOO Knot ’Pen^and’ Vehablc?,ithc-conqucrbrs 'of 7*''“’ 
maica, given the command of the ifland to the 
f)rudent man'amoiig'them, wbo happened 
to be the oldefl officer, 'fliis was Dudley, who, 
although’ be had fubmitted to the authority of a 
conquering fellow-citizen, had not yet loft any of 
his attachment to the Stuarts. Twice did Grom- 
' v.ell, nho had difeovered his fecret >fcntiments,’ ' 
appoint fome of his own party in bis ftead,' and ^ 
Dudley was as often'reftored to his' office by the 
death of his opponents- ^ - 

The confpiracics that were iforming againft 
him were difeovered and fruftrated.’ He never* 
fuffered the fmallcft* breach, of difciplinc to get 
unpuniffied } and"always kept' the balance even 
between the faftion his heart dctcftcd,*and the* 
party'he was attached to. He excited induftryj 
and encouraged it by his attention, "his advice; 
and his example. His'auihority was enforced by 
his difmierefted behaviour.’' He’ never could be 
prevailed upon to accept of a falary, being con- 
tent to live upon the produce of his own iplanta- 
tions. In private life, he was plain and familiar; 
JIT office, an intrepid warrior, a ftcady and ftrift 
commander, and a wife politician. His manner 
of governing was altogether military, bccaufc he 
was obliged to rellrain or to 'regulate an infant 
colony, wholly compofed of foldicrs ; and to pre- 
vent and repuUc any invafion from" the- Spa'^ 
niarils, who might attempt to rccov cr what they 
hadlofti ^ . •- 

But when Charles 11. was called to the crown, 
by the nation that had deprived his father of it, i 
form of ci>U government was cftablilhed at jai 
maica, modeJJrd, Jike thofe of the i>tber ifisndtf 
upon that of the mother-country. It was not, 
however, till the year iC? 2 , that the code of 

laws 



n - IN TIIL EAST AND WEST INDIES ' 

lav?s 'vrzt drawn up, which to this day prcfervcsn o o K 
the colony in all it’s . vigour. ’ Three of tlicfe . ^ 
wife ftatutes merit the attention of our political^ ^ 
readers. ’ 

The defign of the firfl is to excite the citizens 
to the defence of their country, without prejudice 
to their private fortunes j which might otherwife 
divert them from attending to it. U’cnafts, that 
whatever mifchicf is done by tlie enemy, ihall be 
’immediately made good by the ftate ; or at the 
expence of all the fubje^s; if the money found in 
the trcafury'fliould prove infufficient. 

I" Another law concerns the means of incrcafing 
population. It cnaSts, that> every Ihip-captain 
who brings a man Into the colony, who is unable 
to payiior his palTage, (hall receive a general 
gratuity of aa livres lo fols*. The particular 
gratuity is i68 livres' 15 foJsf fdr ever)- >pcr- 
fon ‘brought from 'England^ or Scotland; 135 
hvrcs'l for every p'erfon brooghtefrom Ireland; 

78 hvres 15 fols § for every perfon brought fronv 
the continent of America; 'and 45 li\resj| for 
e^cry perfon brought from the other iflands. 

' The third law tends to the encouragement of 
agriculture. ' When a proprietor of land 13 unable 
to pay either the intcreft or capital of the money 
be has borrowed, his plantation is fold at a price 
fixed by twelve planters. -The value oi the 
plantation, whatever it may be, frees the debtor 
entirely from any further obligation ; but if it 
(hould exceed his ’debt, the overplus mull be re- 
turned to him. This regulation,’ though it may 
be thought partial, yet it hath the merit of 
abating the rigour of the landlord's and mcr- 
cbant*s law.fuits againfi the planter. It is to the 

• i8» jd. + About 7I. t sJ* ***• 

S Atnut jt. 5j. jd. JI ti, 17s td. ‘ 

t'- ’ advantage 



4a HISTORY on SCTTLCMCNTS'AND TRADE 

BOO ic^dvantagc of the foil, and of mankind in general^ 
XIV. 'j'ljg creditor is fcldom a fufferer by it, bccaufc 
‘is upon his guard} ‘and the debtor is more 
obliged to be vigilant and honeft, if he rtcans to 
find credit. Confidence then becomes the bafis 
of aU agreements} and confidence is only to be 
gained by the prafticc of virtue. ■ 

■< Time hath produced other regulations. It was 
pcrccited that the Jews, fettled in great num- 
bers in Jamaica, made a jefl; of deceiving the 
tribunals of juftice.* A magiflratc imagined that 
this evil might arifc from the circumfiance of the 
biblc, which was /prefented to them, being in 
Englifh. It was determined that they Ihould take 
their oath in future upon the Hebrew text ; and 
^f(cr this precaution, perjuries became infinitely 
lefs frequent. . ' 

In 1761 it was decided, • that every man whb 
was not a white man, could not inherit more than 
1 3,^29 Uvres 3 fols 4 deniers •. This ftaiute was 
difplcafing to fcveral members of the Afrcmbly> 
who were inccnfcd at the circumflance of depriv* 
■iiig afTcflionatc fathers of the fatisfaflion of leav- 
ing a fortune, putchafed by long labours, to their 
bcloicd poficnly, becaufc they were .not of the 
fame colour, Difpuics arofe, and the parlia- 
ment of England took part in them. One of the 
moil celebrated orators in the iloufe of Com- 
mons declared openly againft the Negroes. His 
opinion was, that ihcj were a fet of vile beings, 
of a fpccics diScrcnt Itom our’s. The tcfliniony 
of Montcfquicu, was the ftrongcfl of his argu- 
ments, and he read with confidence the ironical 
cliaptcr of laws upon flavery. None of his 
bearers fufpeaed the real views of fo judicious a 

• Afcout |<* 1 . 17* -d h. 
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witer, and his authority influenced the xvholcBOOK. 
Britifti fenatc. • * . . 

Thc whole Britiffi fenafeJ The who?c Je- 
giflative body, aflemblcd to dtfeufs thc interefls 
of the nation^ and to determine gravely upon 
a motion, which, from it*s injuftice and unreaton- 
ablcncfs, deferved only to be rejefttd %ith con- 
tempt ! And wherefore Ihould it not have been 
determined, that the Blacks ^ould be entirely 
difinherited? If their colour gave a fanflion to 
deprive them of a portion of their fathers* for- 
tunes, why not equally to deprive them of the 
whole ? 'Opinions fo palpably abfurd, Ihould have 
been combated by ridicule, and not by argu- 
ments : and if even, contrary to all probability, 
this had been thc fentiment of Montcfquieu, of 
what avail would his authority have been ? The 
Englillt Ihould at lead have made themfehes cer- 
tain of the true meaning of thc author. 

' The Bill was going to be extended to the In- 
dians, when one man, Icfs blinded than thc reft, 
obferved, that it would be a horrible piece of 
injuftice to confound the ancient proprietors of 
thc iftand with the Africans; and that, moreover, 
there were not above five or fix families of the 
former remaining. 

The colony had already acquired fome degree 
of fame before thefc laws had been made. Some 
adventurers, as well from hatred and national 
jcaloufy, as from a rcftlcfs difpofition and want of 
lortune, attacked theSpanifh fljips. Thcfc pirates 
were fccondcd by Cromwell’s foldicrs, who, re- 
taining nothing after his death, except that public 
avcrfion which their former fucccITcs had dravvm 
upon them, went into America in quell of pro- 
motion, which they could never e.'cpcft in Buropc. 

Thefc v.cpc joined by a rouliitudc of Engliflvmcn 

VoL. V. E of 
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K.of both parties, accuftomcd to Wood by the civil 
■ wars which had ruined them. Thefe men, eager 
"^for rapine and carnage, plundered the fcas, and 
ravaged tlic coafts of America. Jamaica was the 
place where the fpoils of Mexico and Peru were 
always brought by the Englifii, and frequently 
by foreigners. They found m this iOand more 
cafe, abetter reception, proteftion, and freedom, 
than any where elfe, whether for landing, or for 
fpending, as thcy-chofe, the fpoils arifing from 
their plunder. Here extravagance and debauchery 
foon plunged them again into indigence. This 
only incitement to their fanguinaryindulfry, made 
themhaften to commit frelh depredations. Thus 
the colony reaped the benefit of their pcrpctpal 
vicifiitudes of fortune, and enriched itfclf by the 
vices which were both the fource and the rum of 
their wealth. - ' 

t When this dellniftWc race became extinft, by 
rcafon of the frequency of the murders they com- 
mitted, the funds they had left behind, and which, 
indeed, had been taken from ufurpers ftili more 
unjuft and cruel than thcmfelvcs, proved a 
fource of opulence, by facilitating the mean'! of 
opening a clandcftinc trade with the Spaniflr fet- 
tlcmcnts. This vein of riches, which had been 
opened about the year 1673., gradually incrcafcd, 
and with great rapidity, towards the end of tho 
century. Some Portuguefe, with a capital of 
three millions*, of which the fovcrcign had ad- 
vanced two thirds, engaged, in ifipd, to furnilh 
the fubjefls pf the court of Madrid with five 
tlioufand Blacks, each of the five years that their 
treaty was to laft. This Company drew a great 
many of thofc flaves from Jamaica. From that 
time the colonifts had confiant conncGions with 

• 1 * 5 . 0091 . • 
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Mexico and Peru, either by means of the Portu-B’O o K. 

guefe agents, or by the captains of their 

Ihips employed in this trade. But this intercourfe 

was fomewhat flackened by the war, which broke 

out on-accouiu of the fucceflion to the throne of 

Spain. 

At the peace, the AlBento treaty alarmed the 
people of Jamaica. They were afiaid that the 
South Sea Company, which was appointed to 
furnith the Spanilh colonics with Negroes., would 
entirely exclude them from all accefs to the gold 
mines. All the efforts they made to break this 
regulation, could not produce any alteration --in 
the mcafures ot the Enghfh miniftry. They wifely 
forefaw that the aftivity of the Aflientifts would 
prove a frefli motive of emulation for incrcafmg 
the contraband trade formerly carried on j and 
thefe views were found to be juft. 

The illicit trade of Jamaica was carried -on in 
a very fimple manner. An Enghfli vefiel pre- 
tended to be in want of water, wood, or provi- 
fions ; that her maft was broken, or that fhc had 
fprung a leak, which could not be dilcovcrcd or 
hopped without unloading. Tlic governor per- 
mitted the fliip to come into the harbour to re- 
fit. But, for form fake, and to exculpate him- 
fclf to his court, he ordered a feal to be affixed 
to the door of the warchourc where the goods 
were depofued j wlitle another door was left un- 
fcaled, through which the mcrchandifc that was 
exchanged in this trade was carried in and out by 
flcahh. When the whole tranfa^lion was ended, 

(he flranger, who was always in want of money, 
requeued that he might be permitted 'to fell as 
much as would pay bis charges; and it would 
have been too cruel to refufe this permiflion. It 
was nccclfary that the governor, or his agents, 

E z might 
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BOOKmight fafcly djfpofc in public of \vhat they had 
previoudy bought in Tccret; as it would always 
be taken for granted, that what they fold could be 
no other than the goods that were allowed to be 
bought. In this manner were thegreateft cargoes 
difpofed of. 

The court of Madrid thought to put a flop to 
thefe praftices, by prohibiting the admillion of all 
foreign fhips into the Spanifli harbours, on any 
pretence whatever. But the people of Jamaica 
calling in force to the afliftance of artifice, flip- 
ported thcmfclvcs in this trade under the protec- 
tion of the Englifli men of war, by allowing them 
five per cent, upon every article, to the fraudulent 
iniroduftion of which tncy gave a fanflion. 

To this open violation of public order, fuc- 
ceeded a more private and Icfs alarming one. The 
fliips difpatched from Jamaica repaired to thofe 
ports of the Spanifh coafl wliicli were Icafl fre- 
quented } crpecially to that of Brew, five miles 
Irom Carthagena; and to that of Grout, lour 
miles from Borto-Bcllo. A man who fpokc the 
language of the country was jiDmcdiatcJy pul 
afiiorc, to give notice in the adjacent country of 
the arrival of the fliips. -The intelligence was 
propagated with amazing fpeed to the mofl di- 
flant parts 5 the merchants haflened to the place, 
and the trade began; but with fuch precautions 
as experience bad taught them. The fhip*s 
company was divided into three parties. While 
the firfl was entertaining the purchafers, and 
treating them with great civilities, at the fame 
time keeping a watchful eye to prevent them 
from cxercifing their inclination and dexterity in 
ftcahng; the iccond was employed in receiving 
the yandia, indigo, cochineal, gold and filver of 
the Spaniards, in exchange for flaves, quickfilver, 

filks. 



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 53 

filks, and other commodiilcs. The third divifionB q'O K 
\ras, in the mean while, under arms upon deck, ^ ‘ r 
to provide for the fafety of the fiiip; and to take^ 
care not to admit at once a greater number of 
men than could be kept in order. 

Whe^t the tranfaftions were finiHicd, thcEn- 
glifliinan returned with his ftoclc, which he had 
commonly doubled ; and the Spaniard with his 
purchafe, of which he hoped to make as great a^ 
profit, or greater. To prevent a difeovery, he 
avoided the high-roads, and went through by- 
w“ays, with the Negroes he had bought, who were 
loaded with the merchandife, which was divided 
into parcels of a convenient form and weight for 
carriage. 

This manner of trading had been carried on 
fucccfsfully for a long time, to the great emolu- 
ment of the colonics of both nations; when, as 
Spain intended, it w-as greatly obflruGcd by fub'- 
llituting rcgidcr-fhips to the galleons. It has 
gradually diminifhed, and of late years was re- 
duced to a very low ebb. llic Britifh minillry, 
wilhing to revive it, judged, in 1765, that the 
beft expedient to repair the loOcs of Jamaica, was 
to make it a free port. ‘ 

Immedi.^tely the Spanifli fliips in America 
flocked thither from all parts, to exchange their 
gold and filver, ' and their commodities, for the 
manufactures oFTngland. This cagernefs was 
attended with this convenience, that the profit, 
of which it was the fourcc; was acqmrcd without 
rifle, and could not occafion any difputcs : but 
it was to be crpcQcd, that the court of Madrid 
would foon put a Hop to an intercourfc fo pre- 
judicial to their intcrefts. This 'was the opinion 
of Great Britain; and in' order to preferve the 
riches of the neighbouring continent, they laid 
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BoOKtlie foundation of a colony upon tlic Mofqu'ita 
Ji^coads.. 

Cuicurci WnATFvrn. may one day be the fate of this 
enaW.ihcd new fculcmcnt, it is certain that the attention of 
•♦Jaawca ^35 for jqq i£j„g ^ time, and too much 

engaged in a finuggling trade, uhilc it’s cub 
turcs were too much ncglcfted. The firft of 
thefe which the Englifii devoted ihcmfclvcs to, 
was that of cocoa, which they found cftabHfhcd 
’by the Spaniards. It profpered as long as ihofc 
plantations lallcd j which had been cultivated by 
a people who made this ilicir principal food, 
and their only traffic. Ihc trees grew old, and 
it became neceflary to renew them; but, either 
for want of care, or of fltill, they did not fuc- 
cccd. Indigo was fubflitutcd to them. - • 
This produQion was tncrcafing confiderably, 
when the paTliament laid a doty upon it which h 
was not able to bear, and which occafioned the 
fall of this culture in Jamaica, as well as in the 
other EngUffi iflands. This imprudent tax hatit 
been fincc fupprefied, and even the encourage- 
ment of gratifications hath been fubflitutcd to it; 
but this tardy gcncrofity hath only occafioned 
abufes. In order to obtain the bounty, the Ja- 
maica people contra 6 kcd the habit of procuring 
this valuable dye from St. Domingo, and of in- 
troducing it into Great Britain as the growth of 
their own plantations. 

Thc expcncc the government is at on this ac- 
count, cannot be looked upon entirely as a lofs, 
fincc it is of ufe to the nation. But it keeps up 
that mvllruft, and we may fay, that propcnfuy to 
fraud, uhich the fpirit of finance has given rife 
fo in ail our modern forms ofiegifTation, between 
the Hate and the citizens. Ever fince the magif- 
trate has been incefiamly contriving means to 
' appro- 
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appropriate to himfclf the money of the people, B q o K 
thefe have been ftudying artifices to elude the , 
avidity of the magiflratcs. When there has been 
on one fide no moderation in the cxpences, no 
limit to taxations, no equity in the repartition, 
no lenity in the recovery, there have been no 
longer any fcruples about the violation of pecu- 
niary laws on the other, nor any honefty in the 
payment of the duties, nor probity in the en- 
gagements of the fubjeft wiih the prince. Op- 
prellion hath prevailed on one band, and plunder 
on the other ; the finance hath extorted from 
commerce, and commerce hath eluded or dc- ‘ 
frauded tlic finance. The treafury hath pillaged 
the planters, and the planters have impofed upon 
the treafury by fatfe entries. Such arc the man- 
ners of both hcmifphcres. 

the Nevy one there ftillcMfted a few planta- 
tions of indigo at Jamaica, %vhcn the culture of 
cotton began to be attended to. This produc- 
tion had a rapid fuccefs, which continued, bc- 
caufc it was advantagcoully, and without delay 
difpofed of in England, where it was manufac- 
tured with a degree of dcxtciity which hath been 
rather imitated than equalled by the rival na- 
tions. 

Ginger, hath been Icfs ufcful to the colony. 

The ravages who were found by the Europeans 
in the American iflands, mofl generally made ufc 
of it } but their confumption in this, as in every 
other article, was fo fmal), that nature afTorded 
them a fufiicient quantity without the alfiflance 
of cuUivaiion. The ufurpers grew paffionatcly 
fond of this fplcc j they ate it in the morning to 
lharpen their appetite; they ferved it up at table 
preferved in fcvcral dincreni ways ; they ufed u 
after meals to facilitate digeftion, and at Tea as an 

antidote 
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DOOKantidotc againft tbc fciirvy.. The Old Woild 
aUoyv^cd the taftc of the New, and this lafted till 
\5ricc of pepper, which had for a long wlnic 
been extremely high, was reduced. Ginger then 
fell into a kind of contempt, and it*« culture 
was dropped almoft every where except at Ja- 
maica. 

This ifland produces and fells another fplcc, im- 
properly ealled Jamaica pepper, 'fhe tree which 
bears it is a kind of myrtle, which commonly 
grows upon the mountains, and tifes to the height 
of more than iliiny feet. It is very ftraight, 
moderately thick, and covered with a greyjih, 
fmooth, and fhining bark. li*s leaves, which 
haNc a picafant fmell, rcfcmblc in form and dif- 
pofition thofc of the laurel, and the branches arc 
terminated by chiftcrs of flowers entirely fimilar 
to thofc of the common myrtle. The fruit by 
which they are fuccccded is a fmall berry, fomc- 
what larger than that of the juniper. Thefe ber- 
ries arc gathered green and Jpread in the fun to 
dry. They turn brown and acquire a fplcy fmell, 
which in England hath given the name of advice 
10 this pimento. It is very ufcful to flrcngtbcn 
cold ftotnachs } but what is this advantage com- 
pared with all thofc that arc obtained from fu- 
gar ? . ^ 

The art of managing this culture was unknown 
in Jamaica till the year i668. It was brought 
thither by feme inhabhams of Barbadocs. One 
of them was poflefled of every requifue for that 
kind of produce that depends on man. His name 
was Thomas Modiford. His capital, together 
with his ikill and aftivity, enabled him to clear 
an immenfe trad of laud, and raifed him in time 
to the government of the colony ; yet neither 
could the view of his foilunc, nor bis urgent fo- 
« Hcitations 
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licitations prevail ppon men, who were mofl oFb O O K 
them accuftomci^ to the idlencfs of a milUaiy life, . 
to apply to the ‘labours of cultivation. -Twelve 
hundred unfortunate men, who arrived in 1760 
from Surinam, which had juft been ceded to the 
Dutch, proved more tradable. Ncccfiity infpir- 
cd them with refolution, and their example ex- 
cited emulation, which was kept up by the quan- 
«tity of. money conftantly poured into ‘the ifland 
by theTree-booters. Great part of it was em- 
ployed in erefling buildings, purchafing flaves, 
.implements of hufbandry, and furniture nccef- 
fary for the rifing plantations. In procefs of time, 

Jamaica exported great quantities of fugar, of an 
inferior kind, indeed, to that which was made in 
mod of the other colonics, but the rum of which 
was exceedingly fuperior. 

-Tub coffee-tree piofpercd in the Dutch and 
French fettlemcnts in the New World, before the 
Englifh thought of appropriating it to themfclvcs ; 
and indeed Jamaica was the only Britifli ifland 
which thought proper to adopt it,. but it never 
carried the cultivation of it as far as the rival 
nations. 

It w'as a generally received opinion in 1756, 
that Jamaica had attained the greateft degree of 
profpcrlty of which it was fufccptiblc. An ifland, 
inhabited during a whole century by an aftive 
and cnl’ghtcncd people, into which the riches of 
-^Icxvco and Peru had been conveyed without 
interruption, by piracy, and by a fraudulent com- 
merce, and in which no circumftance neceflary 
I0T cuiu\ ation 'had cvcrl)ccn wanting; an'iTland, 
to which navigators inuft have been conftantly 
attrafted, by the fafety of the coafts, and by the 
excellence of the harbours; and the produOions 
of which bad .always been -in great requeft 
throughout 
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D o o KtVroughout all Europe: fuch a fctilcmcnt mud 
. appeared, even to the mod ililnklng perfom, 

to have made all the progrefs of which nature 
liad rendered it fufccptible. 

This illufion, fo reafonah^ adopted, was difii- 
pated by a war, which will for ever render this 
period memorable. A calamity, which fomc- 
times overturns dates, and always eshaufls them, 
became a fource of wealth to Jamaica.- The 
Englifli merchants, enriched with the fpoils of an 
enemy, conquered and fugitive on all fides, found 
themfttives enabled to advance confidcrablc fums, 
and to grant a long credit to the planters. The 
colonifts thcmfclvcs, animated by the difeourage- 
ment of the French colonifls, whofc labours 
had *till that time been fo fortunate, eagerly 
'availed iheinfclves of the means which were put 
in their hands bythcfcunexpcftcd events. Peace 
did not check the tmpulfc they had received. 
This rapid increafe of ailivity bath continued, 
and the productions of the colony are nearly one 
third more confidcrablc than they were thirty 
years ago. 

Frefent The wholc illand may contain about three 
flate of millions eight hundred thoufand acres of land, 
coj^detedof which, according to the information of a'judi- 
in eveiTT clous and ftudlous mai), who hath for a long time 
?iew. governed the colony, one million feven hundred 
twenty-eight thoufand four hundred and thirty- 
one acres ate taken up by mountains,' rocks, 
lakes, morafles, rivers, and other places, Which 
arc unavoidably loft to the purpofes of every ufe- 
ful labour. Government hath fucceflively granted 
one'million fix hundred and feventy-one thou- 
lancl hve ‘hundred and fixty-nine acres, which are 
cleared, or capable of being fo. There ftill re- 
main four hundred thoufand to be dilpofed of, 
~ ' t which 
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'which want nothing but men and means to culti-E 00 K. 
vatc them. ' ■ 

Ik 1658 Jamaica reckoned four thoufand five 
hundred white perfons, and fourteen hundred 
(laves;, in 1670, feven thoufand five hundred 
'white men, and eight thoufand (laves; in 1734> 
feven thoufand fix hundred and forty.four white 
men, and eighty-fix thoufand five hundred and 
forty-fix flaves ; in 1746,100 thoufand white 
men, and one hundred and twelve thoufand four 
hundred and twenty-eight (laves ; in 1 768, feven- 
tecn thoufand'ninc hundred and forty-feven white 
men, and one hundred and fixty-fix thoufand 
nine hundred and fourteen flaves; in 17751 
eighteen thoufand five hundred white perfons, 
three thoufand feven hundred blacks, or free Mu* 
lattoes, and one hundred and ninety thoufand nine 
hundred and fourteen Oaves. One hundred and 
ten thoufand of thefe unfortunate, people are 
placed on fix hundred and fourfeore fugar planta- 
tions; the remainder is employed in Icfs valuable 
cultures, carried on in fourteen hundred and fixty 
habitations, in navigation, in domcfiic fcrviccs, 
and in other labours of primary ncceOity. 

The public cxpenccs of the colony amount an- 
nually to 817,750 livres *. Thefe cxpenccs arc 
fupphed by duties upon houfes, upon the fcvcral 
produftlons of the foil, upon foreign liquors, and 
by a poll-tax upon the Negroes, which, in extra- 
ordinary cafes, is doubled. The perfons appoint- 
ed, in the i\inctccn parilhcs, to levy thefe taxes, 

•which arc decreed by the general aflembly, have 
obtained two and a fiaff per cent, as a reward 
for their trouble ; and the receiver-general retains 
five per cent, for himfclf. 


♦ 34.®75*- s*- 
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B q O* K Thl fpccic which is commonly circulated in 
the ifland doth not exceed 954,041 livres*. This 
’ U more than fuflicicnt, (ince it is only ufed in the 
more minute details of trade. The Haves brought 
from Africa, the merchandifc fent from Europe, 
all things which are of great value, arc paid by 
bills of exchange payable in London, or in fomc 
other Britilh port, where the colonies fend their 
commoduics on their own account. 

The profit arifing from tliefc produftions is 
not defimed entirely for the inccffant warts of 
Jamaica. A great part of it is intended for the 
difchnrge of the debts, which an immoderate 
luxury, and accurouhted misfortunes, have 
obliged the inhabitants fuccellively to contrafi:. 
Thcle engagements, as far as we can judge of 
them, amount to twootlmds of the apparent 
riches of the colohy. Tlie greatell number of 
the creditors are fettled in England; the others 
arc merchants temporarily fettled in the ifland,' 
among whom arc reckoned a great many Jens. 
May thefe people^ who were flaves at firft, after- 
wards conquerors, and then difgraccd for thefpacc 
of twenty centuries, one day attain the legal pof- 
feffion or Jamaica, or of fomc other rich ifland 
in the New World ! May they collcfl all their 
children there, and bring them up in peace to 
culture and commerce, ftehcred from that fa- 
naticifm which rendered them odious to the 
world, and from that pcTfccution which hath 
puniflied their errors with too much rigour ! 
May the Jews live free, unmolefted, and happy, 
in fomc corner of the world ; Cnee, by the tics 
of h-u.mafl.u,Y, brethwev., ani war fa- 

thets in the tenets of religion. 
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The colony, at prcfent, fends annually to the book 
mother-country eight hundred thoufand quintals 
of fugar, which, at the rate of 40 livres (<7) the 
quintal, produce 32,000,000 Uvrcs(^J; four mil- 
lion gallons of rum, which, at the rate of 1 livre 
10 fols (c)the gallon, produce 6,000, ooolivrcs (d), 
three hundred thoufand gallons of molaffcs, 
which, at the rale of 10 fols (^) the gallon, pro- 
duce 1 50,000 livres (fj-f fix thoufand quintals of 
cotton, which, at the rate of 150 livres (g) the 
quintal, produce 900,000 livres (A) ; fix thou- 
fand quintals of pimento, which, at the rate of 
42 livres (i) the quintal, produce 252,000 li- 
vres (it) ; eighteen thoufand quintals of coffee, 
which, at the rate of 50 livres (0 the quintal, 
produce 900,000 livres (m) ; three thoufand quin- 
tals of ginger, which, at the rate of 70 livres («) 
the quintal, produce 210,000 livres (e)j and to 
the amount of 400,000 livres (p) in wood for 
inlaying. All thefe Aims united, make the 
produce of Jamaica amount to 40,812,000 U- 
\rcs.(5). 

The vcflcis defiined for their exportation are 
>cry numerous, but arc only of the burthen of 
one hundred and fifty, or two hundred tons. 

A SMALL number of thefe vcflcis take up their 
cargoes at the harbour of Moranf Point, which 
might be confidcrcd as a good harbour, were it 
more cafy of accefs. This road, fituated in the 
fouihcrn part of the ifland, is only defended by 
an iU-confiru£lcd batter)', improperly placed. 


(«) il. ijt. 4d. (*) fiJ 8J. 

tf) »i. sd. («/) 150,0001. (0 5-1. 

(/) C.sjcl. fe) 61. SI. 

(0 II. Cl. sj. (I) 10.5001. (0 si. II. Si. 

t*") IT.JOOI. - («) si. tU. (0 S,753l. 

if) iC.Cfiil. tji 4d. (f> «, 7 =o, 5 <«l. 
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BOO kTwcWc men, commanded by a ferjeant, arc con- 
^ tinually on guard there. Not far ofF is a bay of 

^thc fame name, more convenient, and more fre- 
quented by navigators. 

The coaft alFords no other anchorage, unicfs 
for very fmall boats, *«!! the iliips arrive at Port 
Royal, nhcre half of the productions of the co- 
lony defined for Europe arc embarked. 

At a greater diftance is the old harbour, which 
is commonly well frequented. The neighbour- 
ing planters have often rcfolvcd to conflrufl feme 
works there, to proteft the vcfTcls which may 
take in their cargoes at this place, againfl fmall 
privateers. Tins cxpcnftvc projeft appears to be 
entirely laid afide. It hath been at length under- 
flood that the difficulty of entrance would always 
be the beft defence. 

Th£ bay of the Black River would require a 
good battery. It might be crcfled without 
much expence, and would infure the fafety of a 
great number of fmall flijps that frequent it. 

Savanna la Mar hath never much water, 
and it’s entrance is every where embarrafled with 
fhoals and funken rocks. It is the worfl har- 
bour of the colony; and yet it is “become the 
flaplc of a confidcrable trade, lincc the neigh- 
bouring territory bath been cleared. Formeily, 
it’s inhabitants were defirous of furrounding 
thcmfclves with fortiRcations. Thefe works were 
forfaken, after more than one thoufand crowns * 
had been expended upon them. Nothing remains 
of thefe labours but a heap of ruins. 

The ifland bath upon it’s wefliern coafl, which 
is very narrow, only one harbour, and that is 
Port Orange, where feven or eight vcflclj take in 
their cargoes annually. 

• IS, soot 
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B o O Ivfic for drinking, and of all the other fupports of 
. life, became a famous city in kfs than thirty 

- years. ’ 

Tins fplcndour was owen to a conflant and 
quick circulation of trade, formed by the com- 
modities of the ifland, the captures of the free- 
booters, and the trade opened with the neigh-; 
bouring continent. There have been few flaples 
upon ‘the face of the globe, where the ^thirlt of 
wealth and pleafure had united more opulence 
and more corruption. , 

One mbment deflroyed, on the eyth of>Junc 
1 69a, this beautiful appearance. The Iky, which 
. was clear and fcrcnc# grew obfeured and red 
throughout the whole cattent of Jamaica. A rum- 
bling nolfe was heard under ground, fpreading 
fcoiu the mountains to the plain t the rocks were 
fplit j hills came clofe together ; infe^ious lakes 
appeared on the fpots where whole mountains 
had been fwallowed upj immenfe forefts were re- 
moved fevcral miles from the place where they 
flood; the edifices difappeared, being either funk- 
into the caverns of the ’canh, or overturned. 
Thirteen thoufand lives were lofl by this dreadful 
earthquake, and three thoufand by a contagious 
diftcmpcT that broke out foon after. ’ It is faid, 
that fince (his calafirophc, the climate is not fo 
fine, the air not fo pure, nor the foil fo fruitful, 
as It was before. This terrible phjcnoincnon 
Ihould have taught the Europeans not to truft to 
the poiTtlTion of a world that trembles under their 
feet, and feenis to flip out of their rapacious 
hands. 

In this general oterthrow^ Port Royal beheld 
buried in the incenfed naves, or thrown at a 
diflance upon delblatc coaOs, the numerous 
Ihips, the proud flags of vhicb rendered her fb 

vain. 
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ram. Ths cuy itfclf was dcftroycd and over»DOOK. 
floxm. In Yarn was it attempted to rebuild the . 
town upon it*s ruins ; there labours were alt fruit- 
Icfs. The riling wralls were again blown down by a 
hurricane. Port Royal, like Jcruralcm, could never 
be rebuilt. The earth feemed only digged to Rval- 
low it up anew. By a fingularity which baffles 
all human eflbrls and reasonings to account for, 
the only houfes that were left ftanding, after this 
frefh fubverfion, were fituated at the extremity of 
a point of land estreraely narrow, which ad\anccs 
fcTcral miles in the Tea; as if the inconflant ocean 
had afforded a folid foundation to edifices which 
the firm ground feemed to caft off. 

The inhabitants of Port Ropl, difeouraged by 
thefe repeated ealamliics, retired to Kingflon, 
which is fuuated in the fame bay. By their in- 
duflry and aftivltj*, this town, which till then 
had teen obfeure, foon became a plcafant and 
fiourifhiiig city.' Trade is even gradually become 
more animated here, than it ever was nt any 
period in any of the marts to which it hath fuc- 
ceeded ; becaufc the colony hath gained more by 
the incrcafc of it’s cultures, than it hath loft by 
the decrcafe of it’s fmuggling trade. 

Tet Port Royal had never been, and Kingflon 
did not become, the capital of the iDand. St 
Yago dc la Vega, which the Englifh have named 
Spanifh town, continued flill to enjoy this ufeful 
prcrogati>e. This town, built by the Spaniards, 
at the diflancc of feme leagues from the fea, 
upon the river Cobra, the mod conGderable one 
oF the country, though not navigable, was the feat 
of the IcgiflatiN’e body, the rcfidcncc of the govern- 
nor-gcneral, the place where the courts of juftice 
were holdcn,' and, confcquently, that where the 
richcfl planters dwelt. 

Voi.. V. F 
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K \ Admiral Kviowlcs judged that this arrange- 
ment was contrary to the public 'good j and in 
caufed it to be decided by the general 
affembly, that all the afFairs, and all the powers 
of admmiftratton, fliould be united at Kingdon. 
Perfonal hatred Dgainft the projeftor of this phn ; 
the harninefs of the meafures he employed to 
carry it into execution j the attachment mod 
people are ap: to take for places as well as things; 
numberlefs private intcrefts that mud necedarily 
be affefted by this, alteration: all thefc caufes 
raifed in the minds of fevcral of the colonids, 
unfuimountablc objeftions ,to a plan^ which was 
indeed liable to fome inconveniences, but which 
was founded on unanfwcrable reafons, and offered 
great advantages. The obftaclcs with which the 
opponents embarraffed the new fyflem, did not put 
a (top to the meafures of government. * This waS 
even the time they chole for repairing Fort 
Charles, which ferves as a citadel to Port Royal? 
and for increaCmg, on the other fide of the bay* 
the very well executed fortifications of Mofquito 
Point, which command the canabthrough which 
the vclTcls deftincd'for Kingdon mud pals. If, in- 
dcad of entering the bay, the enemy Ihould wi(h to 
land to the north of the new capital, .they would 
be Hopped in their march by Zock, a fort con- 
ftrufted with Ikill, and maintained with care, -in 
a very narrow defile, at the ditiance of a league ' 
from^ the city. Among thefc different works, 
and in fome other Icfs important pods, two regi- 
ments arc ufually diftributed. They receive pay 
from the mother-country ; but the colony adds to it 
a daily gratuity of la fols* for every foldier,and a 
double gratuity for every officer. If thefc troops 
were as v.cll as they arc dl difctpVmcd, they would 
♦ M. 
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r.ot prcfcrNC tlic Hland from invafion, and vrou?J BOOK 
foon be reduced lo capitulate to <i naval force , 
fuperior to ibat which might be dehined to 
port them. • . 

. Ir Jamaica could even be preferved from the 
ealamiiies of a foreign invafion, 11 would no Icfs 
be expofed to domeUie dangers, Hill more alar- 
ming. 

AVhen the Spaniards were compelled to cede 
Jamaica to the Enplifii, they left there a number 
of Negroes and Mulattoes, who, tired of their 
flaver)', look a rcfoluiion to retire into tlic moun- 
tains, there, to preferve that liberty which they 
had rccQ\crcd by the cxpulfion of their tyrants. 

Having entered into feme agreements reccjDar)* 
to preferve their union j they planted inai.:c and 
cocoa, in the mofl inacccGible places of their re- 
treat; but the impoHibllity of fubhOiing till har- 
teft, obliged them to come down into tl.e plain 
.to pillage for fuOcnancc. ,Thc conquerors bore 
.this plunder the more impatiently, ns they had 
nothinguo fparc ; and declared war apinh them. 

Many were mafTacred ; the greater part fub- 
mitted; and only fifty or fixty fled back lo the 
rocks, there to live or die m freedom. 

Policy, which fees every thing,, but is never 
moved by compadiop, thought it nccefiarr, utterly 
to exterminate or reduce this handful of fugitives, 
who had cfcapcd from fiavery or carnage; but the 
troops, who wefe either pcriQiing or exhaufted 
.with fatigue, were averfe from this dcflrufti^c 
febeme, which mud have occafioned the cfTufion 
of more bfooef. - ft was thcrcibrc rfropt, tor Jear 
of a revolt. This condcfcenfion was attended \^ith 
fatal confcquences. . Jill the fiaves grov.n defpe- 
rate by the hardfhsps they underwent, or by the 
dread of punUhmeur, foon fought an afjlum in 
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BOOK tfie woods, where they w'crc fure of meeting with 

, companions ready to alBll them. The number 

of fugitives Incrcafcd daily. In a Ihort time they 
deferied by troops, after having mafTacred their 
mailers, and plundered and fet fire to the habita- 
tions. In vain were aftivc partifans fent out 
againft them ; to whom a reward of 900 Uvres * 
was offered for the head of every Negroe they 
iiiould bring. This feverity produced no alter- 
ation, and the dcfcrtion only became the more 
general. 

The rebels grew more daring as their numbers 
mcrcafed. Till the year 1690, they had only 
fled} but, when they thought themfelvcs firong 
enough to attach, they fell upon the Enghlh 
plantations, in feparate bands, and commuted 
horrid ravages. In vain were they driven back 
to their mountains with lofsj in vain were forts 
'crefled and garrifoncd at proper diftanccs, to pre* 
Acnt their inroads j notwiihfiandmg thefc pre- 
cautions, they renewed their depredations from 
time to time. The refentment which the viola- 
tion of the rights of nature by barbarous policy 
excited in thefc Blacks, infpired them with fuch 
fury, that thcwhite pcoplcvvho had bought them, 
in order, as they faid, to cut off the root of the 
evil, Tcfolvcd, in 1735. to employ all the forces 
of the colony, to defiroy a juftly implacable 


enemy. 

Immediately the military law took place of 
'all civil government. AU the colonifls formed 
themfelvcs into regular bodies of troops. They 
iinrchcd towards the rebels by different roads. 
One party undertook to attack the town of 
Hauny, which the Blacks themfelvcs had built in 
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the Blue Mountains. With cannon, a town built B o o K 
without regularity, and defended without artillery, 
was foon deftroyed ; but the fuccefs of the other 
enterprifes was frequently ‘doubtful, fometimes 
attended \Uih much lofs. The Haves, more elated 
by one triumph than difeouraged by ten defeats, 
were proud of confidcring their former tyrants 
merely as enemies theywere to contend with. If 
they were beaten, they had at lead fomc revenge. 

Their blood V’as at lead mixed with that of their 
barbarous mailers. They rulhed againft the fword 
of thcEuropcan, to plunge a dagger into his breaft. 

At lad, overpowered by numbers, or by the dex- 
terity of their antagonills, the fugitives intrenched 
therafclvcs in inaccertiblc places, nhcrc they dif« 
pcrfed,in fmall bands, fully determined never to 
dir out ; and well alTurcd that they Ihould never 
be conquered there. At length, after various 
conteds and excurlions, that laded nine months, 
the Englidi gave up all thoughts of fubduing 
them. 

Thus, fooncr or later, will any people, made 
defperate by tyranny, or the oppreflion of con- 
querors, always get the better of numerous, expe- 
rienced, and even wcll*difciplincd armies 5 if they 
have but rcfolution enough to endure hunger 
rather than the yoke j to die railicf than lu'c in 
bondage j and, if they chufe, rather to fee their 
nation cxiinft than enflaved. Let them abandon 
the field to the multitude of troops j to the train 
of war ; to the difplay of provifions, ammunition, 
and hofpitals ; let them retire into the heart of 
the mountains, without baggage, without cover- 
ing, without dorcs ; natore will provide for them 
and defend them. Tlicrc let them remain for 
•years, till the climate, idlcnefs, and intemper- 
ance, have deftroyed thofc fwarms of foreign 

invaders. 



HISTORY OP SETTLCMENrS AND TRADE 

O O kjn\adcrs, who ha\c no booty to expcfl, nor any’ 
laurcL to gather Let them pour down upon 
* them at intervals, like the torrents of their ov n 
itiQuntams, furptifc them tn their tents, and ra- 
vage their boundaries Laflly, let them derpife 
the opprobrious names of robbers and murderers, 
which will be lavilhcd upon them Liy a great peo- 
ple, hafe enough to arm ihcmfelvcs agatnil a 
handful of huntfmen, and weak enough to be un- 
able to conquer them ^ 

Such was thcconduftof the “Blacks with the 
Englifli Ihcle, wcar^ of cjcurtlons and fruit- 
Icfs armaments, fell mto univerfal dcipondcnc) 
The pooreft among them would not venture to 
accept the Kwd^, •wlwch the gevertwwent offered 

them in the vicinity of the mountains Even the 
fcttlcmcnts nt a greater diflancc from tliefe rebels, 
mured to war, were cither neglcflcd or forfaken 
Wanj parts of the ifland, which from their ’ap 
pcarancc feemed likcl) to become the moft fruit 
fill, were left m their uncultivated Ilatc 

In this fituauonvvas the colony, when Trclaw 
ney was vppomlcd governor This prudent and 
humane commander vias fcnfiblc, that 'i fet of 
men, who for near a centurj pall hved upon 
wild fruits, went ml cd, and evpofed to the in- 
elemenq of the weather, who, cverat warwith 
an nffailam ftrongcr than thcmfelves and better 
armed, never ccalcd fighting for the defence of 
their liberty , that fucli a fet of men would never 
be fubdued by open force lie, therefore, had 
recourfe to conciliating mcafurcs He offered 
them net only lands as their own properly, LuC 
hkcwirc liberty and independence 

These overtures were favonrahlj received 
Tlic treaty concluded with tlicmln 1739, de- 
cided, that the chief whom they thcmfelves 

fiould 



JN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 


ihould choofe, {hould receive his commiflion C O o KT 
from’^thc ,EngU(h government; that he fliould , . 

come e^cry year .tb^thc capital of the colony, if^ 
required; that two ^vhitc men Ihould conflantly 
refide with him, m order to maintain a harmony 
advantageous to both nations ; and if the colony 
W'erc ever attacked, he and all his people fliould 
take up arms, 

Whils Trelawncy was ncgociating this ac- 
commodation in the name of the crown, the ge- 
neral afiembly of the colony propofed their fepa- 
rate plan. In this fecond. agreement, the New 
people^ engaged to 'harbour no more fugitive 
flaveSj and they were' promifcd a flipulated fum 
for every deferter, whom they Ihould, inform 
againft, .and a more confiderablc reward for thofe 
whom they Ihould bflog back to their plantations^ 

Since this fhameful contraft, this fmall republic 
haih-bccn conflamly declining. It now reckons 
* no more than thirteen hundred individuals, 'men, 
women, and children, diftributcd in five or fix 
villages. . - . ‘ 

WijcTHER thefc events infpired them with 
boldnefs, or whether they wcrc-cxafpcratcd at the 
ill ufage they met with from the Enghfh, the 
Negro Haves rcfolvcd to be free hkewifc.j While 
the dames of war, kindled in Europe, were fpread- 
ing in America, thefc mifcrable men agreed, in 
1760, 'to take up arms all in one da), murder 
their tyrants, and feize 'upon the government. 

But their impatience for liberty difconccricd the 
unanimity of the plot, by preventing the timely 
c:;ccuiion of it. Some of the confpirators llabbed 
their mafters, and fet fire to .ihcir houfes before 
the appointed lime; but finding thcmfcivcs un- 
able to refill the whole force of the illand, which 
their premature exploit had collected in a moment. 
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BOO Kthcy to the mountains. From this impcrtc* 
trablc (Tcccfs they were inccfiantly making' dc- 

'“""‘''"'^nrudivc inroads. ThcFnglilh, in their djftrers, 
were reduced to folicit the afliflancc of the wild 
Negroes, whofe independence they had been 
obliged to acknowledge by a foiemn treaty. They 
even bribed them, and promifed a confidcrablc 
fmn for every Have they Ihould kill sVith their 
oun hands. Thofc bafe Africans, unworthy of 
the liberty they had recovered, were not affiaincd 
to feU the blood of their brethren ; they purfued 
them, and killed many of them by furprife. At 
Ufk the confplraiors, .weakened and betrayed by 
their own nation, remained a long time fdent and 
jnaQ,ivc. , j 

. The confpiracy was thought to be cfTcQually 
extinguifhed, when the rebels, reinforced by 
deferters from the fcvcral plantations, appeared 
again with redoubled fury. The regular troops, 
the militia, and a targe body of Tailors, all 
marched in purfott of the flaves j they fought and 
beat them in fcvcral Ikirniifhes ; many were flaln, 
or taken prifoners, and the reft difperfed into the 
woods and rocks. All the prifoners wereftiof, ' 
hanged, or burnt. Thofe who were fuppofed to 
be the chief promoters of the confpiracy, were 
tied aVnc to gibbets, and there left to pcrifti 
ftowly, expofed to the fcorching fun of the torrid 
zone j a far more painful and more terrible death 
than that of being burnt alive. Yet their tyrants 
enjoyed the torments of thefe mircrable wretches, 
whole only crime was an attempt to recover by 
revenge, thofc rights of which avarice and inhu- 
manity had deprived them, j 
, The meafures that were taken to prevent fu- 
ture infurrcftions were diftated by the fame 
fpiiit of barbarity. A flave is whipped in the 

public 
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public places, if he plays at any game whatfoever 5 
if he prefumes to go a hunting, or to fell any 
tiling but milk or fitn. lie cannot ftir out of his 
maflcr’s plantation, unlcfs attended by a white 
man, or with an exprefs pcrmidion in writing. 

If he fliould beat a drum, or make ufe of any 
other notfj’ inftrument, his maHcr is condemned 
to pay a fine of 225 livres *. Thus do tlic Eng- 
lHh, who arc fo jealous of their own liberty, 
fport with that of other men. To lliis cxccfs of 
barbarity the Negro trade mull neccffarily have 
brought thclc ufurpers. Such is the progrefs of 
injuflicc and violence. To conquer the New 
AVorld, it*s inhabitants muft doubtJefs have been 
Haughtercd. To replace them, Negroes mull be 
bought, as they alone arc able to endure the cli- 
male and the labours of America. To remove 
thefe Africans from their native country, who 
were dcllgncd to cultivate the land without having 
any poflcflions in it, it was necefiary to feize 
them by force, and to make tJieni /laves. To 
keep them in fubjeflion, they mufl be treated 
vrith feverity. To -prevent their revolt, the na- 
tural confcquencc of feverity and fervitude, thefe 
men, whom we have made defperate, mull be 
rcllraincd by capital punifhmcnts, by hard ufage, 
and atrocious laws. 

But cruelty iifclf has a period in it's own dc- 
ftruflivc nature. In an inftant it mayccafc. An 
enemy who Ihould be fo fortunate as to land at 
Jamaica, would foon convey arms to thefe men, 
who arc full of rancour againll their oppreiTors, 
and only wait a favourable opportunity to rife 
againft them. The French, not confidcring that 
the rc\olt of the Blacks in one colony would 
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D O O K probably occafion it in z\\ the reft, \%ilt'>h3n.cn’ 
».Xl''^-iuch a revolution in time of war. The rnglifl>» 
^finding thcmfclvcs between two fires, will be 
• difmayed ; their ilrcngth and courage will fail 
them ; and Jamaica will fall a prey to flaves* and 
conquerors, vho will contend 'for dominion with 
frcfli enormities. Such is 'the train of evils that 
injufticc brings along with it] U attaches iifclf 
to man fo clolcly,'that tltc connexion cannot be 
difiblved but by the fword. Crimes beget crimes; 
blood is produclhc of blood ; and the earth be- 
comes a perpetual feenc ‘of defolation, tears, 
mifery, and afiliflion, where fucce/fivc genera- 
tions rife to imbrue their hands in blood, to tear 
out each other’s bowels, and to lay each other In 
the dufi. - ■ ' * 

Aivan- - lofs of Jamaica, liovrcvcr, would be a 
tagesof heavy one for Ilogland. Nature has placed this’ 
il'® entrance of the gulph of Mexico, and 
itvdifad- made it a kind of key to that riclf country.’ All 
for nA? Cartbagena to the Havannah, 

g/tion*/” are ‘Obliged to pafs by it’s coaftsj it is moie 
within reach of the fcvcral trading ports on the 
Continent^ than any other ifland ; the many ex^ 
fccllcnt roads with which it is furrounded,’ lacili* 
late the launching of men of war on all fidcS of 
the ifiand. Thefc fcvcral advantages are balanced 
by fomc inconveniences. * < - - 

' If it be cafy to get at Jamaica by the trade- 
winds, by taking n view of the Lefs xfntillcs, it is 
not fo cafy to get-away from thence, whether We 
go through the Strcights of Bahama, or deter- 
mine for the Leeward ■pafTage. 

The firft of thefe two ways gives the full ad- 
vantage of the wind for two hundred leagues j 
but as foon as Cape St. Anthony is doubled, we 
meet the fame wind againfl us that befo're was 
favourable; 
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favourablt i fo that more time is ioft than was cook 
gained ; and there ’ is alfo a rjfk of being taken 
by the guarda-coftas of the Havannah. This 
danger is fucceeded by another, winch is- the 
flioals on the coaft of Florida,* towards whicli the 
winds and currents drive' with great violence. 

The Elizabeth, an Englifli man of war, Avould 
infallibly have been loft there in 1746, had not 
Captain Edwards ventured into the Havannah. 

It was daring the height* of the war, and the 
port belonged to the enemy. “ 1 come,” faid 
the captain to the governor, “ to deliver up my 
“ fiiip, my Tailors, 'my foldicrs, and myfclf, dmo 
** your hands ; I only alkthc hves of'my men."- 
twill not be guilty of any difhonourable ac- 
lion,” replied the Spamfli commander. *' Had 
** we taken you in fight, m open 'fca, or upon’ 

** our coafts, your Hup would have been our*s, 

** and you would ha\e been our prifoners. ' But 
** as"' you arc overtaken by a llofm, and are 
** driven' into this port from the fear of being 
** ftiipwreckcd, I do and ought to forget that* 
my nation is at war with your's. ‘You are 
“ men, and fo arc we; you arc in diftrefs, and 
“ 'ha^c a riglit to our pity. You are at liberty 
“ to unload and refit your \cflclj and-if you 
want it, you may trade* in this port to pay 
“ your charges; you may then go away, and 
you will have a pafs to carry you fafe beyond 
** the Bermudas. If after this you fhould be 
** taken, you wiU be a lawful prize j but, at 
** this moment, I fee' in Enghfhmen, only 
“ ftrangers tor whom humanity cfaims our 
** aflirtance 1’* ' 

Spaniards', incomprchcnfible race of men, 
tell me, fincc fuch are your feelings, and fince 
you can fpcak thus to. an enemy, delivered into 

your 
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BOOKyour power by the |Wjnd«,< why have ye not 
, known how to refpeft the mnoccnl favage, pro* 

ftrate at ) our feet, who adored you ? The rcafon of 
thisl conceive to be, that Captain Edwards*s fiiip 
was not loaded with that yellow dull, the fight of 
which changes you into wild bcafis. Perhaps I 
have calumniated you: but I have feen you fo 
frequently below your OAvn fpectes, that I have 
had good rcafon for doubting of your virtues ; 
clpccially when you difplay them to me with 
a characler of hcroifm, which afFcfts and afto- 
nilhcs men. I oppofe fufpicions, perhaps unjult 
ones, to my admiration and to my tears, which 
arc ready to flow. ► ^ i 

-.The other way is attended with no Icfs difii* 
culty and danger. It terminates at a fmall ifland, 
that the Englilh call Crooked Ifland, which lies 
eighty leagues off Jamaica. * Ships that come 
this way, muft commonly ftrivc againft the 
caflcrly wind through the whole 'paffage, coafl: 
along clofc under St. Domingo, in order to keep 
clear of the flats of Cuba, and then pafs the 
freights, between the points of ihefe two great 
iflands, where it is \cry difilcuk to cfcape being 
intercepted by their privateers or their men of 
war, 1 he navigators coming from the Lucaja 
do not meet with tliefc obftruQions. 
jteToloti* . It is reckoned, that there arc about two hun* 
dred of tlicfc iflands, alt of them fituaicd to the 
tiorthof CubajondmoftofwlucUarcnothing more 
than rocks juft rifing aboic water. Columbus,' 
swteef v;ho difcovcrcd them on his arrivai in the New 
there World, and who gave the name of San Salvador 
to that on which he landed, did not make any 
ffttlcnicnt there. Neither did the Caftilians 
aficmards fix upon it; but pn 1507, they cir* 
lied off all the inhabitants, who foon penflied 

in 
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in tVic minc«, or m the pnrl fiflicfy Tins fmallB 0 o K 
Archipelaj;o was cntircl) dcfcrt, when, in 1672.^* 
fomc Engijfhmcn took poflcflion of Providence 
ifland, they were driven from thence fc\cn or 
eight years afterwards, by the orders of tlic court 
of Madrid, but returned m 1690, and were again 
expelled in 1703, by the Spaniards and French 
united rhe ifland was peopled again b) a parti- 
cular event 

In 1714, fomc flnps richly laden wcrcfwal- 
lowed up by a florin upon the coafls of Flo- 
rida The trcafurcs which they contained be- 
longed to the Spaniards, who caufed them to be 
dived for So rich a prey tempted fomc of the 
inhabitants of Jamaica llic Spaniards refufed to 
ihare with them, and Jennings, the boldefl 
among them, had rccourfc to arms to fupport 
what he called a natural and undeniable right 
Ihe dread of being fcvcrcly punifhcd, for hav- 
ing diflurbcd the peace which Europe had for fo 
long a time been anxious to obtain, obliged him 
to turn pirate His companions were foop nu- 
merous enough to make it ncccffary to multiply 
Ills armaments The Lucays became their place 
of retreat It was from (hence that thefe robbers 
falhcd forth to attack all veflcls without diflinc- 
tion, Enghfli as well as others Ihc nations 
were apprchcnfive of feeing renewed, in the New 
World, thofe fccncs of horror which had been 
,^d»fplayed there by the ancient freebooters, when 
George I roufed by the clamours of his people, 
and by the wifhcs of his parliament, fent out, m 
1719, a fiilficient force to fubd'uc tficic pirates 
The moft determined of them refufed the amnelly 
which was offered them, and went to infeft the 
coafls of Afia and Africa with their robberies 

The 
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B O o KTlicTcfl incrcafcd'ihe colony which Woods 'Roi 
gers brought with him from Europe. 

J This colony may at this day confift of three 

or four thoufand pcrfons, half of whom larc 
fettled at Providence, where Fort Nafiau hath 
been conftruEled, and x\hich hath a harbour fufH- 
dent for' fmall vcficls ; -the reft are diftributed in 
the other iflands. They fend annually to Eng- 
land' to the value of forty or fifty thoufand 
crowns* of cotton, wood for dying, and live 
turtle ; and with their fall they pay for the provi* 
fions which North America fupplies them with. 

ALTHOuGK'thc'foil of thc Eucays cannot be 
compared to that of fcvcral of thc other colonies, 
yet It would be fufficient to afford plenty of 
lubfillcnce, by labour, ta a. population much 
more confiderable than that which is at prefent 
found there, in free people or in flaves. Thc great 
negleit of it's cultures muft be attributed to the 
firfk manners, and prefent propenfities, of the in- 
habitants. Thefe ifiands, which on one fide arc 
feparated from Florida by thc channel of Bahama, 
form on thc other a long chain, which terminates 
at the point of Cuba. It is there that begin the 
iflands called Turk’s Tflands, or Caicos, which 
continue thc chain as far as towards the middle of 
the northern coaft of St. Domingo. .So favour- 
able a pofilion For piracy hath turned the views of 
the inhabitants towards a cruizing life. They arc 
ever eager to engage in hoftiUtves, which’ may, 
put thc Spanilh and French produftions into their 
hands. Thc Bermudas ej.iubit a more tranquil 
feenc. • ' 1' 

I’otertT This fmall Archipelago, about three hundred 
difiant from that of thc Antilles, was dif- 

7 * Frtn* J.oaol. to S.sjol, 
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coNcrcd m 15271 b' tbc Spanhtil (olm Brrmti ROOK 
il-s, vho gave hi» n^tnclo «, but tltj nni land . 
tiicrc. Ferdinand (’amtlo» i IVrtugucIc, 
tuned m 1572, of Pluliplb a grant ot ir, wluchcf ih? m- 
did not lake cfTcdl. *Ilic Irencli navigator ’ 

bnticrc was ftiipvrcckcd tlcrc in 159'}, but 
tljought no more of »t after he Jnd quitted jt. 

The liiip of George Sommers was brol cn to 
pieces therein 1609 Wall the wrecks of thii 
Ihip a ftinll vclTcl was con(lru£fcd, which Iiad the 
good fortune to arrive fafe in I ngland. 

Tiirfe jearv after, n compiii) was formed in 
London to people the Bcrmiidis, wlncli were 
cntirclj uninhabited. Sixt) men were fent there, 
and they were foon follovccd b) many mo'c. 

They occtipred at firftSc. George, the one ofth-rc 
iPands w Inch bad the beff Inrbour , and m protefi 
of time tlicy took poficnionof all thefe whith were 
fufcepiiblc of culture, llic land was csafllj mca« 
fared, and diHribuicd among the inhabitants, in 
proportion as their families were mote or Icfs nu- 
merous. 

liiE accounts that were propagucd, of the 
falubnty and mildncf* of the chmaic, attrafteJ 
colonifts from all parts of the Bntifli cmprci 
Inhabitants reforted thnhcr from the Antilles, 
for the recovery of their health , and from the 
northern colonics, to enjoy iheir fortune in peace* 

Many rojahfls retired there, m C'^pcftition of 
the death of their oppreflbr Cromwell. • Waller, 
among the reft, that charming poet, who was 
an enemy to that t)ranmcal deliverer, crolTcd 
the fcas, and celebrated ihofc fortun'itc iflands, 
mfpircd by the influence of the air, and the 
beauty of the country, which arc always favour- 
able to the poet. He imparted his cothufiafin to 
tnc Fair fcx. The Enghflt ladies never thought 
r - them- 
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BOO KtViemfelvcs handfome or wcU dreflcd, unlefs they 
. _xiv. had fmall Bermuda Iiats made with pahn^leaves. 

‘ ' But at lad the charm was broken, and tliefc 
iflands fell into that contempt wliich their infig- 
nificance deferved. They arc very numerous, and 
the whole compafs is but fix or feven leagues. 
The foil is very indificrent, and there is not a 
fmgle fpring to water it. There is no watcr^ to 
drink, but what is taken from wells and refcivoirs. 
Maize, vegetables, and excellent fruits, 'afford 
plenty of wholcfome food j but there arc no fu- 
perfluous commodities for exportation; yet chance 
lias collcQcd under this pure and temperate Iky, 
four or' five thoufand inhabitants; poor, but 
happy in being unobferved. Their conneflions 
with England do not annually exceed 120,000 
livres*, and thofc which they had formed with 
the Atncrican continent arc fcarccly more cx- 
tenfive. 

In order to render the circumfiancc of this 
weak colony more cafy, it hath been fucccflively 
propoted to cultivate filk, vines, and cochineal 
there ; but none of thefe projefts- haYe been car- 
ried into execution. Indufiry hath been confined 
to the manufafluiing of fail-cloth, ‘an occupation 
which is naturally conncQed with the conftru£tion 
of thofc fmall vcffcls made of cedar or acajou wood, _ 
which have never been equalled upon the globe, 
either for their failing or for their duration. 

The principalinhabitahts of the Bermuda iflands 
formed a focicty in 1765, the flatutcs of which 
arc, perhaps, the moft rcfpcflable' monument that 
ever dignified humanity. Thefe virtuous citizens 
engaged themfdves to form a Jjbwy cJ honks 
of hufbandry, in whatever language they had 


been 
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been v?Tiltcn ; to procure to all capable perfonsn O o K 
of both foxes, an cmplojmcnt futublc to tbor , 
difpofition } to bcHovra reward on ct cry man who 
had introduced into the jcolony atiy new art, or 
contributed to the improvement ot anyone a!- 
Tcady bnown ; to give a penfion to every daily 
worlvman, v\ho, after having affiduoully continued 
bis labour, and maintained a good charaftcr for 
forty) cars, (lionld not have been able to layby 
a (lock fuffident to allow him to pafs his latter 
days in quiet; and hdl), to indemnify every in- 
dividual who fliould have been opprefled cither 
by the miniflcr or the magiftratc. 

MAVthefe advantages cvcrbcprcfcrvcd to thefe 
induftrious, though indigent people ; happy in 
their labour and m their poverty, which keeps 
their morals untainted I nicy enjoy in a fiatc of. 
innocence the benefits of a pure and fcrcnc 0 »v% 
and preferve tranquillity ot mind with health. 

The poifoa of luxury lias never infeflctl them. 

Tliey arc not tlicmfclvcs addided to cnv7, nor do 
they excite it in others. The rage of ambition 
and war is extinguilhed upon their coatls, as the 
dorms of the ocean that furround them arc 
•broken. The virtuous man would willingly crof? 
the fcas to enjoy the fight of their Irugahty. 

•hlay the winds never convpy to them the account 
of the events of the world in which we live I They 

then learn but, alas ! my imagination w an- 

dcr';, the pen drops from my hand, and they Avail 
receive no information from ihc. 

. Such were the poITcfiions of the Engliflv in the 
American Archipelago, when the fucccfics of the 
war which ended in ^763* gave to the domains of 
that power, a confidcrablc mercafe of extent, of 
which Granada was the nebert part. ' 

You V. - G. • 
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HOOK This ifland hath ttv’cniy*onc leagues in cir- 
cumfcrencc, fix in it** grcatcft breadth, which is 
from north to fouth, and «four from call to wcIr. 

•was fifft It’s territory, though very uneven, is In general 
ferule, and fufceptiblc of feme kind of cuUore, 

PrtUh according to it’s quality, and to it*s expofure, 
which IS not fulHcicntly attended to. llic foil, 
however, becomes Icfs produftivc, in proportion 
to it’s dillancc from the coafts. The caufc of this 
perhaps maybe, that the rains, which are too 
frequent at the foot of the mountains, even in 
ihofc feafons when the tell of the ifland is affliS- 
cd by droughts, keep the neighbouring grounds, 
which arc almoll all clayey, in a Hate of trcflineft 
and moifturc, which deflroys their Ttchnefs, and 
confcqucntlytljcir fertility. ' 

The wefiern part of tne ifland is watered by 
ten Ttvers, the nonhem pan by three, the caflern 
part by eight, and the fouihern pact by five* 
IJefide thefe fprings, which arc all confidcrable 
enough to work fugat-miUs, there are fevcral 
others Icfs confidcrablc, but very ufcful to the 
coffee plantations. 

,Thc neighbouring eontment Ihchcrs Granada 
from thofc fatal hurricanes, which carry defola- 
tion in fo many other iflands; and nature hath 
multipUcd the creeks, the bays, and the har- 
bours, which arc favourable for the exportation 
of proviflons. It’s principal port is called Bafie- 
Terre, or St. George, which would furnifli a fafe 
retreat to fixty men of war. , 

1 HOUGH the French, acquainted with the fer- 
tility of Granada, had formed, as early as the year 
1638, theprojeftof fettling there, yet they never 
earned into execution till the year 165*. -A^ 
thcjf arrival^ they gave a few hatchets, fomc 
knives, and a barrel of brandy, to the chief of the 
- * - _ ravages 
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favagcs they found there ; and imagining they had B o q It 
purchafed the iflandwith thefe triOcs, aflumed the , 
fo\ crclgnty, and foonafted as tyrants. ThcCaribs, 
unable to contend ^^^th them by open force, look 
the method tvhich weaknefs always infpircs to repel 
oppreihon 5 they murdered all whom they found 
alone and dcfcncelers. Tlic troops that w ere font 
to fuppbrt the ihfant colony, found no fafer or 
more expeditious way than to deftroy all the na- 
tives. Ihc remainder of thefe mifcrablc favages 
took refuge upon a deep rock, preferring rather 
to throw thcmfcKes down alive from the top of h, 
than to fall into the hands of an implacable enemy, 
ThcFrench inconfideratcly called this rock Urtome 
da faitieuTii the hUl of the Icapers j and it ftiU 
retains that name. . 

How was it pofliblc that thefe frivolous people 
could lofe, in didant countries, that vein ol plea- 
fantry which they preferve in their own, even in 
the midfl of the greaicft calamities! They 'arc 
not a cruel people } but the natural chcerfulncfs 
which accompanies the Frenchman in tents, in 
the midft of camps, upon the field of battle, 
upon a^maitrafs In an bofpital, where he may 
have" been laid,' covered with wounds, and of 
which he is expiring, will fogged to him fomc 
ridiculous exprefiion, which will produce a fralle 
in the companions of bis misfortunes: and this 
contrad of charaftcr with iituation will manifclt 
itfclF in the fame manner among all Frenchmen, 
and among fomc perfons of a lingular turn in 
all the countries in the world. 

They were judly puniflied for all cnicf- 
tics, by a rapacious, violent, and inflexible gover- 
nor, , Mod of the colonifts, no longer able 10 en- 
dure his tyranny, retired toMartinico, and ihofc 
who remained on the ifland condemned him to 

^ - G c deatb. 
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BOOK ^caih. In the whole court of jufticc that formally 
tried this mlfcrcant, there was only one man who 

* could write, and his name was Archangcli. " A 
farrier was the perfon that impeached, who,' In- 
Aead of the fignaturc, fealed with a horfefhoc, 
and Archangcli, who performed the office of 
clerk, wrote gravely round it, ]ylit>‘que deMonJiiur 
df la Brit, confeiUer rapporteur : Mauk ofMrI dE 

LA Brie, cot jrSEL ‘TOR Tttfe COURT. ' 

•- It was apprehended that the court of France 
would not ratify this extraordinary fcntencc*pancd 
with fuch unufual formalities, though diflratcdiby 
common' fenfe. Mod of the judges of the crime, 
and witnclTcs of the execution, difappeared from 
Granada, ilonc remained, except thofe whofe 
obfcurity fcrecncd them from the purfuit of the 
laws. 1 The eftimate taken in lyooflicws, that 
there were on the illand no 'more than 251 whiW 
people, 5-? free favages or mulattocs, and * 5*5 
flavtfs. 'i he ufcful animals were reduced to 54 
horfss, and 569 head of horned cattle. 'Thewholc 
culture confihed of three plantations of fugaf> 
and fifty-two of indigo. 

. The face of things was totally changed towards 
the year '171 4} 'and this alteration was cffcftcd 
by Martinico. That ifland was then laying the 
foundation of a’ fplcndour that was ~to afloniffi 
all nations. It fent^ imraenfe produftions m 
France, and received valuable commodities in 
return, which were moft of them font to the 
Spanifh coafis. Ii*s ftiips touched at Granada in 
their way, to take in rcfrcfhments. The trading 
pri\atecrs, who Undertook this navigation, taught 
the people 'of that ifland the value of their foih 
which only required cultivation. The execution 
of every proteft is facilitated by commerce. 
Somfc traders fumillied the inhabitants wth flakes 
** *“ * • nnd 



IN THE EAST AND'WEST INDIES. 


and ntcriGls to crcS fugar plantations. .An 6pcnB o q K 
account was cftabUIhcd between the two colonics. ^ 
Granada was clearing it’s debts gradually by It’s 
rich produce, and the balance was on the point 
of being clofcd, when the war in 1744. inlcr- 
luptcd the communication between the two 
iflands, and at tbc fame time Hopped the pro- 
grefs of the moH important culture of the New\ 
.World, At that time cotton, cocoa, and, parti- 
cularly coffee trees, were planted, and during the 
continuance of hoRilhics, they acquired a fuffici- 
ent growth to yield plentifully, r Thefe ufcful trees 
were not abandorjcd after the peace of 174S ; 
but‘ the culture of the fugar canes was then 
pufhed with an cagemefs proponioned to their 
importance. Afcrjcs of raisfonunes, too much 
suerited, foon deprived the mothcfcountry -of *the 
great advantages it Mattered itfelf with from tUs 
colon)*. 

The paflionatc defire of premature and un- 
bounded enjoyment, that malady which hath 
tainted the government of ajiarionwhich yet dc- 
ferves the affcaion of her maflers } that prodiga- 
lity, which reaps when it (hould fow' ; which dc- 
Hroys the paft with one hand, and the future with 
tbc other ; which exhaufts and confumes the 
Hock, by anticipating the income; that confufiott 
which Tcfults ‘from the diftrcITcs any Hate mnft 
ncccflanly be reduced to, that has neither prin- 
ciples nor experience, that has power without 
views, and means without conduQ ; thatanarchy 
that prevails at the helm; that 'precipitation, 
that caballing among inferiors ; the impro- 
priety, or lota! want of projects; on one hand 
thb audacity of doing any thing with impu- 
nity; on the other, the fear of fpcaking even for 
tbc public good : this concurrence of long fuc- 
^ • cccding 
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BOOK ceeding evils has thrown Granada into the hands 
Great Britain, -which is confirmed in the pof- 
feflion of this conqueft by the treaty of 1763.' . 
Erems . ■ The Engiilh did not make a fortunate begifl- 
bave*iia ^ itumbcr of them rcfolvcd to 

ptned ^'-have plantations upon an iflandj^of which the 
Granada highcll opinion had prcvioully bccn formed j and 
SSVn- irt their enthufiafm they purchafed them for much 
dettVie more than' their real value.' 'This paflion, which 
expelled the ancient colonifts,tvho were Inured to 
n ' the climate, drew thirty-five’or tlitrfy-fix million* 
of livrcs * out of the tnother-conntiy. This im- 
prudence was followed by another. The new pro- 
-prictorsj mifled no doubt by national pride, have 
' lubfiituted new methods to thofe of their prcdcccf- 

• fors. 'They attempted to alter the mode of living 

• among their Oaves. The Negroes, who from 

• their ignorance are more attached to thciri old 
cufioms than other men, revolted. It was found 
necefiary to fend out troops, and to fhed-blood. 
The whole country was filled wlth^fufpicions. 
'Mailers, -who had been under the ncccility of 

ufing violent methods, were afraid of being burnt 

• or maflacred in their own habitations. The 'la- 
bours declined, and were even totally furpended. 

‘Tranquillity was 'at lengthTjcftotcd, but it was 
foon fuccccded by a new florm. - • ' 

Throughout the whole extent of thcBritilh 
empire, the ‘Roman Catholics are rigoroufly de- 
prived of the Icaft /influence in public affairs. 
When the miniftry eftablifhed the Englifti go- 
vernment at Granada, they thought pVoper to de- 
viate from tbefe generally Tcceivcd principles i 
and they permitted all the ancient inhabitants, of 
whatever religion they might be, ’to give their 

• From 1,45*, SSjt. 6*. Sd. to t,joo,oo<5l. 
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ttotc m the affemblics of the colony. This inno.B o O k 
<V ation met with the moft obftinaic rcfiflance;. 
but at laft parhament, -which had got rid of fomc 
'Of it's prejudices, declared m favour of the admi- 
♦Tiiftratlon, and Catholics, as well as others, were 
lallowcd to attend to the common intcrclls of the 
t colony. 

^ Tijc prcdileflion which George III. Had flicwn 
‘for the French, who were become his fubjedls, 

‘made him imagine that his commands would 
?mcct niih no oppofition in a fculcmcnt of which 
they flill formed the grcatcH number. In this 
perfuafion, he ordered that the duty of four and 
‘a half per cent, upon produftions on their ex- 
portation, which, in an cxccfs of real, all the 
’Briiilh iflands, except Jamaica, had very an- 
'cicmly granted, fliould be levied at Granada. 

'The power of doing this was difputed with him. 

'flic caufe was formally tried, and the dccifion 
was not favourable to the monarch. 

This triumph elated the minds of the colonifls. 

Tn order to ^accelerate the cultures, they had bor- 
rowed large fums from the monied people of the 
mothcr-countr)’. Thefe debts, which amouted 
to 50,000,000 of livres *, were not paid at the 
appointed time. The creditors had rccourfe to 
the rigour of the law, which authorized them to 
'feize the plantations that had been mortgaged to 
them, to put them up to public fate, and to cx- 
■aa the full value of them eight months after. 

This feverity fpread univcrfal conhernation. Ihe 
legiflaiive body of the ifland in their -dcfpair, 
paired a bill on the 6th of June X774» wb'icb d't- 
'vided the value of the acqutfition into five pay- 
ments, and which protrafted the laft payment to 
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the 
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BOO Kthc term’of tlur{y*ttvo months. Tlic fcci'ct motive 
XIV. of this fmgular \was undoubtedly to put it in 
the power of the debtors to bid for their own 
eftates, and by this contrhance to procure them 
delays, which they would m'v’aln have caqjcScd 
from the commifcraiion of their creditors. 

A MEASURE fo bold cxcttcd a tumult through* 
out England. U was ’generally thought an inju« 
tIous thing, that a very fmall part of the empire 
fhould arrogate to itfclf a right ofiannlhilating 
engagements contrafted under the^fandion of a 
law univerfally eftabhflied, in »thc good faith of 
trade. This indignation was communicated even 
to thclHands of America, which underftood clear- 
ly, that no further credit could be cxpcQcd, if 
confidence were not fettled upon a firm ^bafiJ. 
The Britons of the Old and or the ‘New World 
united in urging the Supreme Poner, to repair 
Without delay this great breach made In the im- 
portant and imprcfcripttblc right of property. 

Coitures The parirament, whatever might be tht tiidrefs^ 
ofGrana- of thU valuable acquifiiion,' thought m the fame 
manner as the people. . 

«iioes. In 1771 and 1775, S** George was reduced to 
aftics by dreadful firc«r. The colony experienced 
other calamities ; and notwithfianding this, U*S 
produflions have incTcafed threefold fince it came 
out of the hands of the’ Trench. It is become, 
under the other hcmifphcre, the fecond of the 
Englifti iflands. It*s new « mother-country re- ' 
ccives from it annually eighteen millions weight 
of fugar, which, at 40 bvres ♦ the quintal,’ pro- 
duce m Europe, 7 , 400.000 livresf 5 one 10111100 ^ 
one hundred thoufand gallons of rum, which, at ‘ 
one livrc ten fols } the gallon, produce 1,650,000 

» «l 4M 4 . 5 Co,c«»l. 1 ^s. 3 tl 


livres} 



I'.: IN'THE east: AND 'WEST INDIES. ' ‘ I 89 ' 


livrcs *.; .thlriy tVoufa'nd quintals oFcofTcc, which, Bd O K 

Bt’.5o'livres| the 'quintal, produce 1,500^000 li-^XiV; 

vres I V thfe^ ihouCind quintals of* cocoa, .which, 

Bt-5o livrcs 3 .-the: quintal,' produce . 150,00a li-’ 
vres II ; ithrce'hundrcd quintals of -indigo, which, . 
at: 800 !ivres'**'the?quintal;'producc-24o,ooo- 
livrc8 -|-|-j thirteen ':thoufand quintals of cotton, 
which: at 'i50''livrcs uhc quintal, ^ .produce' 
*»9SO>®^c lirrcs^§i this makes in all i2,6po,ooo 
livres j})| ; but in this revenue is -included that 
which the Granadines-producc. ■' •' ■ ' 

-Tfiesb are a doaen of fmal! iflands,‘^ffom three ' 
to eight leagues in circumference.’ They'do not 
afibrd a fingletiver,'and yetuhe climate is very 
'nholefomc. '• I'he ground covered only with thin 
bu(hcs, has not been fereened from the fun for 
many centarics, and it may be cuUivatc'd without 
it’s eshaling at any-ttme ihofc ^noxious vapours’ 
which ‘generally attack the planters 'perpetually' 
elfewhere. • 

. Cariacou,' the only one of Uicfc iflands which 
thcPrench have occupied, was at firfl frequented 
by turtle filhcrmcn, who; in the intervals of Icifure • 
afforded them by their occupationV*' attempted 
fomc kinds of culture,- Their fmall number was - 
foon incrcafcd by fcvcral'of the inhabitants' of ' 
Guadalupe, who had been driven from their ha- ' 
Vnattons . by'ihcfchievous infe^ks. Tbefc good'' 
people, afiiftcd 'by eight or nine hundred flavcs^., 
cmploycduhemfclvcs with foccefs in' the culture 
of cotton. This Ihruh was conveyed by the Erig-- ’ 
liih to the other Granadinc illandt, and they even 
formed a fugar plantation at Bequia, and two at 
Cariacou. ' ' “ . ' 
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BOOK ■ Tabaco, which -was acquired by Great Brifam 
, at the fame period and by the fame treaty, its fc- 
TheKi^ Spanifli ifland of Trinidad only 
ofTabago.by a channel of nine leagues over^ This poITcl- 
hath ten leagues in length and, four In Jt|s 
cf great gTcatcft btcadih. It hath a harbour upon it’s 
.caftern coaft, in which there are twenty-five 'or 
theihtch -.thirty feet of water, and another on it’s northern 
aiidthe coaft,which hath no more than twenty or twenty- 
five. They are both fhcltcred from mod of the 
aBritiih Winds, an advantage which that on the fouth fide 
P®^‘®o“**dotli not enjoy. ’Among the' fmall mountains 
which occupy the center of the'iDand, there is 
one more elevated, the blacl; and rcddifii colour 
of which feems to indicate the ruins of an ancient 
ivolcano. It is not expofed to thofe dreadful hur- 
ricanes that arc fo dcflruflive in other parts.' Pof- 
iibly, it owes this incftimablc advantage to the 
\icinUy of the continent. 

Tabaoo has formerly been exceedingly popu- 
•lous, if we may credit fomc traditional accounts. 
.The inhabitants long wiihfiood the fierce and fre- 
quent attacks of the favages from the continent, 
cwho were ftubbom and irrcconcileable enemies. 
•At length, wearied out with ihcfc inroads, which 
.were inccfiamly renewed, they difpcrlcd into the 
adjacent iflands. 

That which they had ibrfaken lay open to in- 
vafion from Europe, when two hundred natives of 
Flcflingcn landed there io 1632; to lay the foun- 
"dationof aDutch colony. .The neighbouring Indi- 
ans joined with the Spaniards of the ifland of Tri- 
midad, to oppofc an cftabWIhment that -gave uin- 
jbrage to both. Whoever attempted to Uop ilicir 
fury, was murdered or taken prifoncr and the 
‘few who efcaped into the woods foon deferted the 
ifland. . . < - 

For 
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■ ‘’Foil twenty years the Dutch forgot a fettlcmchtB o o K 
which was only noted for the difafters of it^s origin. 
••In'i65^a frclK colony was fent there, which was 
-driven away in 1 666. „ The Englilh w’crc foon de-* 

•prived of this conqueft by the French ; but Lewis " " 

-XIV. fatisfied with having conquered it, reftored it ’ 
to his ally the republic of Holland. This fettlc- 
.mcntTuccecdcd no better than the other colonies 
of that commercial nation that were engaged in 
agriculture. The motives that determine fo many 
perfons from other countries to go to America, 
ought never to have influenced the Dutch. Their 
own country aflfords every pofllble advantage for 
trade, and they have no need to go abroad to make 
their fortune. A happy toleration, purebafed like 
their liberty, with rivers of blood, hath at length 
left the confctences of all men free; fo that no re- 
ligious ferupies can induce timorous minds to ba- 
ni(h thcmfclves from their native country. The 
government makes fucb ample prov’ifion for the 
relief and employment of the poor, 'that none are 
driven by-dcfpair to go and clear a foreign land 
•which ufually deflroys the firft cultivators. Ta- 
bago, therefore, never had more than 1200 
men, employed in the culture of a little to- 
bacco, cotton and indigo, and of fix fugar plan- 
tations. ' • ‘ - 

The colony was confined to this fcanty exertion 
of Indufiry, when it was attacked by the very fame 
nation that had reftored it to U*s former rights of 
poflcflion and property. In the month "of February 
1677, a French fleet, deftined to feize upon “la- 
bago, fell in with the Dutch fleet that was Tent 
out to oppofe this expedition. They engaged in 
one of the roads of the ifland, which became fa- 
mous for this memorable afUon in an age abound- 
ing with great events. The obflinacy and va- 
° ' lour 



9 » 


KISTOH.Y OF SEnXEMENTS 'AND TRADE 


BOO Klour on both fidcswas fuch,that the fightflillton- 
. tinued, when every ftiip was diftnafled, and un-|^ 

rigged, andrio fatlotsleft to work thera,-Thc en- 
gagement did .not ccafc till twelv'e vcflels were 
burnt, and a great number were funk. Thc'aflail- 
ers loft the fewefi: men, and the 'defendants 


kept pofleffion of the ifiand. * ^ * '. • 

, But d’Ertrecs, who was determined to take it; 
landed there the fame year in the month ofBccem- 
bcr. There was then no fleet ro obftruft or retard 


bis progrefs. A bomb thrown from his camp, 
blew up their powder magazine. This pro\ cd, as 
it generally docs*, a dccifivc ftrokcj and the crtc^ 
my, unable to refift, furrendered 'at difcrction. 
The conquerors avadedthemfeives to the utmoft 
of the right of war: not content with razing^ the 
fortifications, they burnt the plantations, fcizcd 
upon all the fhips in the harbour,' and tranfported 
the inhabitants from the illand, The conqoeft 
of this place was ftcured to France by the peace 
that foon follov cd an aClion, in which. defeat was 


attended with no marks of difgrace, and vlftory 
with no advantage, - - 

■ Thf court of VcrfailJcs ncglcflcd this import- 
ant ifland to fuch a degree, as not to fend a fingic 
man thither. 'Perhaps, in the intoxication of faife 
grandeur, they beheld with indiifcrcnce whatever 
was merely ufcful. They even entertained an un- 
favourable opinion of Tabago, and imagined it 
was only a barren rock. This error gained ground 
from the behaviour of the French, wIjo, finding 
thcmfclvcs too numerous at Martinico, went over 
to the iilands of St, Lucia, St. Vincent, and Domi- 
nica. Thcfc uerc precarious pofle/fions, and the 
foil of which was of an indifferent quality. Could 
they poffibly have been preferred to an ifland vtlierc 
the land was better, and Uic property inconicftablc? 

• ' • Such 
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Such ^\as the rcafonmg of a government^ ■u'hidh BOOK 
vas not then fufficicntly enlightened concerning . 
ihctradcand plantations of the colonics, to difccrn w 
the true motives of this diOike the Jubjefts had to 
labago. 

' 'Ak infant colony, cfpecially when it is founded 
with {lender means, cannottfubfill without imme- 
diate afilftancc. It cannot make any progrefs but 
m proportion as it finds confumption for 11*5 firft 
produftidns. Thefe arci generally of 'a common 
fort, arc not wolth thc.cxpcnccs of exportation to 
any diftancc, land, therefore, will fcarcc fell but 
in the neighbourhood, and ought infenfibly, and 
by moderate profits, to lead to the undertaking of 
thofe great cultures which arc the objeft of com- 
merce between Europe and the Leeward Jflands. 
ButTabago was too remote from the French fet- 
tlemcnts, to attract inhabitants by fuch a grada- 
tion. of fuccefs. iLefs fruitful iQands, that were 
nearer to their rcfoucces, were preferred. 5 1 

T«e low condition Into which it ivas fallen, did 
not,prc\cnt it from attraQing the attention of 
England.' That p’roud ifland,-^hich thinks hcr- 
fdf the queen of all others, bccabfe flic is the molt 
flourilhihg, pretended to fia\e’an undoubted’right 
to that' of Tabago, bccaufc it had once been in 
her poffcIDon for fix months. Her forces have 
confirmed herpretenfionsj and the peace of 2765, 
has juftified the fuccefs of her arms, by ceding to 
her a pofleffion, which Ihcwilf turn to better ac- 
count than the French c\cc did. * ' ^ 

A1.7105T all the’ fcillemcnts in the Antilles have riao fbf 
proved fatal to the fira colonifts/who afllng by 2 ”^‘”f„. 
chance initiines'of httic experience, without the can jfiaads. 
concurrence- of the . mothcr-couniry/ committed 
perpetual blunders. 'Their htiditv would not 
duffer them to follow the method of -the .natives, 

J * who. 
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B O O'lCvjT^o, to'^batc the influence of a conftant fcorch- 
ing fun, ufed’to feparate thc'fmall parcels of 

which they were forced to clear, with large 
' fpaces covered with trees and fiiady thickets. 
Thefe favdges,' inftrufted bv experience, fixed 
fhcjr dwellings hi the middle of the woods, to 
preferve themfcUcs from the quick and dan- 
gerous exhalations of^ a ground newly turned 
up. ^ 

. The defiroyers of this prudent people, being 
too eager after their profits, ncglcScd this method 
as too flow 5 and being impatient to cultivate all, 
precipitately cut down whole forefls. Thick va- 
pours immediately arofe from the ground, which 
•was heated, for the firft time, by the rays of the 
fun. Thefe incteafed as the earth was ftirred up 
for Cowing and planting! Their malignant par- 
ticles Infinuatcd tbemfclves into every pore, and 
every organ 'of the hefbandman 5 who by hard 
labour, was-canftantly k«ptin a profufe pctfpW 
ration. The circulation of the fluids was flopped, 
ail the vifecra were dilated,, the body fwellcd, the 
ftomach could no longer perform it’s funftions, 
ind death enfued. Tbofc who efcaped thefe pef- 
tiicntial influences by day, loft their lives by fleep- 
ing in huts haflily run up upon a frefh foil, where 
vegetation was too aQwc, and fo unwholefomc, 
that it confumed the men before it could nourifh 
the plants. 

From thefe obfervations it appears, that the 
following would be the beft plan which could be 
putfued m the cftabUftiing of a new colony. At 
our firft arrival, it fiiould be obfcrvcd what winds 
are moft prevalent in the Archipelago of Anicrica, 
and it will be found that they blow regularly from 
the fouth-eaft and norih-caft. If we were at li- 
berty to chufc, and met with no obftaclc from the 
' " * nature 
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nature of ihe ground, we fhould take care not toB q o k 
fix on ibc Iccmard fide, left the wind fiiould be . 

continually bringing to us the vapours of the new- 
tillcd grounds, and infefl:, from the cKhalations of 
the new plantations,* a piece of land that might 
have been purified in time. Our colony ihould, 
therefore, be founded on the windward fide of 
whatever country we mean to cultivate. Firft, all 
the habitations (Would be built in the woods, and 
not a tree be fufFcrcd to be felled about them. 

The woods are wholcfontc ; the rcfrefhing (hade 
they afford, and the cool air wc breathe in them, * 
even in the heat of the day, arc a prefervative 
againfl that cxcctEve perfpiration, which is the 
dcftruftlon of mod Europeans, by thedrynefs and 
acrimony of an inflammable blood, deprived of it’s 
fluid parts. Fires fhould be kept in the huts all 
night, to difpel any noxious air that might have 
entered. This cuftom, which is confiantly prac. 
tifcd in fomc parts .of Africa, would be as fuccefs- 
ful in America, confidcring the analogy between 
the two climates. ^ 

Avter having taken thefe precautions, we 
might begin to cut down the woods; but it 
/hould be at lead at fifty toifes difiancC from the 
huts. IVhcn the ground is laid bare, the Haves 
fhould not be fent out to their work till ten 
o’clock in the morning, when the fun has had 
’time to divide the vapours, and the wind to drive 
them away. The four hours loft after fun.rife, 
would be fully compenfated by fparing the 
fircngih of the labourers, and by the prefervation 
of the human race. This attention fhould be con- 
tinued as long as any lands arc clcanng or fow- 
ing, till the ground was thoroughly puigcd and 
fettled; when the colonifts might be allowed to 
.fix upon it, and be-cmplojcd without the Icaft 

appre- 
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E o O K apprclicnfions at all liourg^in the diy. Expe- 
ricncc has already juftified the jiccclUiy of all thefe 
mcafvircs ' 

Misfor- • '1 'he Englifli and their flaves not having fol- 
tunes lowed the plan we have been tracing, penfhed 
an great numbers at Tabago, tbougn mod .of 
harefuf- them came there together from the neighbouring 
Tala^o ■colonics. EnUghlcncd by this difaflcr, theyfet- 
for having tied to •wind'waTd of tlic ifland, and death ccafcd 
deviated jt»s rgvagcs. The cuftom which the Bniift go- 
vmTiw ternment have of felling the foil of the iflands, 
tfhichvie and the formalities mfcparablc from fuch a f)flcm, 
retarded the formation of a fctt]cment,Avhich by 
purfuing Other maxims,- perhaps Icfs prudenr, 
might have been begun immediately after the 
peace. It was not till that fourteen thou* 
iand acres of ground were allotted and divided 
anto {hares of five hundred acres each. New al- 
4otn\ents .were afterwards made, but no planter 
was ever -allowed to ^urebafe more than one 
dharc. 

^The ifland, the foil of which bath been found 
too fandy, is yet inhabited only by four hundred 
Avbiic peopk^nd eight iboufand Negroes. Ihcy 
were flopped in the beginning of their career by 
nnts, who have devoured the greateft part of the 
fugar canes which have been already planted. The 
fouy thoufand quintals of fugar winch were ga- 
thered from thirty plantations have been reduced 
to one half. This void hath been hllcd up by 
cotton, the crop of which is eight hundred thou- 
ifand pounds weight, and by indigo, which yields 
♦twelve thoufand pounds. St.. Vincent hath not 
experienced a fimilar calamity. 

Hittotyof* the Engliih and French, who for fomo 

ravaging the "Windward Iflands, 
cent. began to givcfonic confidence to their fctticmcnts. 
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in the year 1660, they agreed that Dominica andB O o K 
Sr. Vincent fljould be letc to the Canbs as- 
property. Some of thefe favages, who till then 
had been dlfperfcd, retired into tlie former, and 
the greater partdnto the latter. There thefe mild 
and moderate men, lo\ers of peace and filence, 
hved in the woods, in fcattered families, under the 
guidance of an old man, whom his age alone had 
advanced to the dignity of ruler. The dominion 
palTcd fucceflivcly into every family, where the 
oldcfl always became king, that is to faj'j.tbe 
guide and father of the nation. Thefe ignorant 
farages were flill unacquainted with the fablimc 
art of fubduing and governing men by force of 
arms} of maffacring the inhabitants of a country 
to get poffeffion^Df their lands; of granting to the 
conquerors the property, and to the conquered 
the labours of the conquered country; and, in 
procefs of time, of depriving both of the rights 
and the fruit of their toil by. arbitrary taxes. . - 
The population of thefe children of nature was 
fuddcnly augmented by a race of Africans, whofe 
origin was never pofiiivcly afeertaiued. It is faid, 
thata fliip carrying Negroes for falc, foundered on 
the coaflof St.Yinccnt; and the Oaves who cfcapcd 
the wreck, were received as brethren by the 
ravages. Others pretend that thefe Negroes were 
deferters, who ran away from the plantations of 
the neighbouring colonics. A third tradition fays, 
that this foreign race comes from the Blacks whom 
the Caribs took from the Spaniards in the firft 
W'ars between thefe Europeans and the Indians. 

If we may credit Do Tcrlrc, the niofl ancient 
hifiorian, who has written an account of the An- 
tUlcs, thofe terrible favages, who were fo inve- 
terate againft their mailers, fpared ibc cap- 
live {laves, brought them'lioicc, and rcHorcd them 
Voi.. V. H to 
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B o o Kto liberty that they might enjoy life, that is, the 
comm'on bleffings of’ nature, which'no man'has 
'a right to withhold' from any of his fellow-crca* 


tures. ‘ ' 

• Their kmdnefs did not Hop here: for' by 
•whatever chance thefc ftrangers "were brought into 
the ifiand, the proprietors of it gave them their 
daughters in marriage j and the race that fprang 
from this mixture, were called black Caribs. They 
have preferved more of* the primitive colour* of 
their fathers, than of the lighter hoc of their mo- 
thers. The red Caribs arc of a low llaturc; the 


black Caribs tall and flout; and this doubly favage 
race fpcakwith a vehemence that feemsto refem* 
blc anger. - - 

ThearH?- Ift proccfs of time, however, fome difTcrcnccs 
rreMhai bctwccn the two nations. The* people of 
S{?\mcentM*rtinico perceiving this, refolvcd to take advan- 
Tsifes dif- tage of their divifions, and raife themfelves on the 
fwe^nthe TUins of both parties.' Their pretence was, that 
itdandihetbc bhck Citibs gavc fhcUcr to the Haves who 
dcfcried from the French iflands. Impoflurc is 
always productive of injunicc. Thofe who were 
falfcly accufed, were afterwards attacked without 
rcafon. But thefmallners of the numbers fent out 


againfl them; the jcaloufy of thofe who were ap- 
pointed to command the expedition ; the dcfeQion 
of the red Caribs, who refufed to fupply fucb 
dangerous allies with any of the fuccours they had 
promifed them to a£k againft their rivals ; the dif' 
faculty of procuring fubfiflencc ; the impoflibihty 
of coming up with enemies ivho kept themfelves 
concealed in woods and mountains : all thefc clf 


cumflanccs confpired to difconccrt this rafh and 
>iolcnt enterprife. Itwas obliged to be given up* 
after the loft of many valuable lives ; but the tri- 
umph tlic ravages obuiincd, did not prevent them 

from 



99 


IN THE EAST*AND 3 VEST INDIES. 

from fueing for peace as fuppliants. They evctiB O O K 
invited the French to come and tlve with them, . 
fwcaring fmccre fncndfliipand inviolable concord. 

The propofal was agreed to j and the nc'cc year, 

1719, many of the inhabitants of Martinico re- 
moved to St. Vincent. • 

The fitfl who came thither fettled peaceably, 
not only with the copfent, but by the adiliancc of 
the red Canbs. This fuccefs induced others to 
follow Ihclr example; but thefe, whether from 
jealoufy,' or fome other motive, taught the favages 
a fatal fecrct. That people, who knew of no pro- 
perty but the- fruits of the earth, becaufc they arc 
the reward of labour, dcarnt with aftonifiimcnt, 
that they could fell the earth itfclf, which they had 
always looked upon as belongingjto mankind in . 
general. This knowledge induced them to men- 
fure and fix boundaries; and from that tnflant 
peace and happinefs were banllhed from their 
ifland. The partition of lands occaftoned divi- 
fions amongft men. The following were the caufes 
of the ret elution produced by the fyfiem of ufur- 
pation. ■''I t T , 

When the French came to St. Vincent, they 
brought flaves along with them, to clear and till 
the ground. The black Caribs, fhocked at the 
thoughts of refcmbling men who were degraded 
by ilavery, and fearing that fome time or other 
their colour, which betrayed their origin, might 
be made a prctcnccj for enflaving them, took re- 
fuge in the thichcll parts of the foreft. In this 
fituation, in order to imprint an indelible mark of 
difiinftion upon their tribe, that might be a per- 
petual token, of their independence, they Batten- 
id the foreheads of all their children as foon as 
they were bom, The men and womcn,^ vvlio'e 
heads could not bend to ibis Ihaiige iliapc, dared 
. Ha no 
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BOO K’rio longer' appear ‘in public, withoui this 'yirible 
^ of. freedom,* Tlic'next'gcncration appeared 
as a new 'race. ‘ The flat-hfea’ded Cafibs, 'wHo 
were nearly of the, fame age," tall’ proper^'meri;' 
hardy and fierce, came. and' erefted huts'bytbc 
fca-fide. ‘ ' '''* 


' T HEY no fooncr knew ihc price which the Eu* 
ropcans fet' upon the lands they ihhatiifccf,''' than* 
they , claimed a' fiiarc with the other iflanders. 
This rifing fpirit of ’tovetournefs was at firft ap- 
peared ;• by fome 'prefents of brandy, and a' few 
fabres. 'But not content with thc'fe, they foon de^ 
manded fire-arrns,laV'thc'rcd Caribs had j and at 
laft they were dcfirous oF:having their /hare in all 
f of' land, and ‘likcwifc in the produce * 

•of paft falcs.^ , Provoked at being denied' a part in 
.this brotherly repartition," they formed Tnfo'a feps* ‘ 
rate tribe, fworc never more to anbeiate with the 
red Caribs, chofc a'-ebief of iheir'own: and dc- 
clarcd'war. ' . , v. , . . 


• •The numbers of ‘the combatants' might be 
equal,', but their ftrerigth was npt fo. The black 
Caribs had every advantage over the red, that in- 
,duftry, valour, and-boldncfs', mu’fl' Ibort acquire 
f a timorous diPpofition. But 

. that Ipiritof equity, -which is fcldom'deficicnt in 
ravages, made the conqueror confent to 'fiiarc 
with the vanquifhed all the territory lying to the 
leeward. It was the only one wh’ich both par- 
. ties were defirous of pofTcfling, bccaufe ' there 
Prcnch*'^*^' ’^«‘^«ving 'prefents fr^m' the 

■ The black Caribs gained nothing.by the'agrc'e- 
■ ment winch they themfclvcs had drawn up. - The 
new planters who came to the ifiand, always land- 
ed and fettled near .the red Caribs, where the 
coaft was moll acceffiWe.' This preference rouf- 
* - - • ;cd 
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cd (hat enmity v?hich was but ilNcxtinguiihcd. BOOK 
3’hc vrar broke out again% The red Canbs, whb , 

were always beatenj retired to windward of the 
ifland. JVlany took to their canoes, and went 
over to thc^ continent, or to Tabago; and the 
few that remained, lived feparate from the Bbeks. 

The black Caribs, conquerors and mailers of 
all the leeward coaft, required of the Europeans 
that they {hould again buy, the lands they had al- 
ready purchafed,, A Frenchman attempted to 
ihew the deed of his purchafe of feme land which 
he had bought of a red Carib; I knew retj Taj's 
a black Carib, wi/at ibj papej^ayt ; hut read what 
it wntten cn ny arrow* .^ere you may fee, in 
eharahJers whieh do mt he, that tf you do not 
iie wbat I denand, I wtU go and burn ysUr boufe 
h^nigbu In this manner did a people who had 
,nQt Teamed to tcad, argue with thofe who derived 
fuch confcqucnce from knowing how to write. 

They made ufe of the right of force, with as 
much alTurancc, and as little TcmoTfc, as if they 
,had been acquainted ^with divine, political, and 
civil right. 

, Time, which brings on yi change of mcafurcs 
^th a change of intcrefts, put an end to thefe 
difturbanccs. The French became, in their turn, 
the ftrongcll. They no longer fpent their time 
in breeding poultry, and cultivating vegetables, 

•cafiava, maize, an^ tobacco, in order to fell them 
at Martinico. In Isfs than twenty years, more 
important cultures employed eight hundred nhitc 
men, and three thoufand Blacks. Such vm the 
fituation of St, \1nccnt when it fell into thcliands 
of iht; EngVtIh j and w as fccured to them by thc^ 

treaty of t7^3* . - r *'i - « tr 

This ifland, which may have forty leagues 
circumference, is mountainous, but mterfcacdtbchaais 

hy 
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B O O Kby excellent vallics, and watered by a few rivers' 

. was m the weftem part of it that the French 

of the hnd begun the culture of cocoa and, of cotton, 

Engiih and had made conftdcrablc advances n that of 
coffee The conquerors formed there fome fugar 
undertheir plantations The impoflibihty of multiplying 
doDanwn Upon an uneven foil, which is full Of ta- 

Mnes, made them defirous of occupying the 
plains towards the Eaft The favages, who had 
taken refuge there, refufed to quit them , and 
Tccourfe was had to arms to compel them to it 
The rcfiftancc which they oppofed to the thunders 
of European tyranny, was not, and could not 
poffibly be maintained without great difficulty 
Ak o(Eccc was meafuring out the ground 
which had juH been taken poffeflion of, when 
the detachment that accompanied him was unex- 
peftcdly attacked, and almoll totally deftroyed, 
on the a5th of March 5775 It was generally 
believed that the unfortunate perfons who had 
juft been deprived of their poffcnions, were the 
authors of th« violence , and the troops put 
themrclvcs in motion to deflroy them 

roRTUNATPLV, It was dcfcrmmcd in time, 
that the Canbs were innocent, that they had 
taken or maffacred fcvcral fugitive flaves who 
had been guilty of fuch cruelties , and that they 
bad fworn not to flop till they had purged the 
illand of thofc vagabonds, wlibfc enormities were 
often imputed to them In order to confirm the 
^av^gc6 in this rcfolution, by the allurement of 
rewards, (he legillativc body paffed a bill to 
jnfurc a gratuity of five moidcs, or 120 h\ res*, 
to any one who Ihould bj-ing the bead of a 
iNcgroe, who Ihould have dcfcricd within three 
months 

• si 
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, Great Britain hath not hitherto gained any b o o ic 
great advantage from thefe barbarities. St. Vin» . . 

ccr\t Hill reckons no 'more than five hundred white ^ 
men, and feven or eight thoufand Negroes. 

Their labours yield no more than twelve hundred 
quintals of cotton, fix millions ■weight of very 
,fine fugar, and three hundred and fixty ihoufand 
gallons of rum. . ^hefe produBions grow upon a 
ycry light kind of foil, and which for that rcafon, 
it is thought, will be foon exhaufied. This is an 
opinion generally received in America j and it 
Will be proper to cxaminc^whetlicr it be well 
founded. , , ■ 

• Undoubtedly, the rains which/all in torrents 
tupon a broken country, mull more readily carry 
away a Tandy foil than a clayey one, the particles 
of which fiiall adhere more ftrongly to each other. 

But is it underfiood in what manner a foil can be 
.exhaufied ? Can it be \>y the lofs of thofc eaithly 
jpartlclcs, into which the plants U produces are at 
-length reduced, and of .which it feems to be de- 
-.privffd, when the plants do not rot upon the fpot 
where they .have been cultivated ? _ In anfwcr to 
ihis, it is proved from the experiments of Van 
Helmont, that plants do not take away any fen,- 
fiblc weight from the foil; and^ that it -is the 
jTTioifturc with which the earth is watered, that is 
the only caufe of vegetation. If this exhaufting 
.of the foil be fuppofed to' arife from the lofs of 
-the falts which it furnifljcs .for the focccflivc 
-growth of the plants, _it, is equally oroyed, by 
the nisaicraas experttaettes of AJ. Twicf, of 
feverai other natural plfilofophers, that the ground 
is nothing more yhan a _ matrix, in winch the 
^germina of j plants receive their growth,* which 
they feem only to derive from heat and moif- 
turc. All thefe experiments collected, feem alfo 
- to 
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B O O Kto prove, "that the •water aldnc, T^hether con- 
,veyed natural or artificial meahs,' contains all 
' ^'the falls, and all the principles that arc to concur 
in producing this growth*’ : • f 

‘ Let us therefore content ourfclvcs with faying, 
that fuch 'or fuch a fpccics of earth may' be 
more or^Iefs cafily put into a ftate fit to, receive 
^nd to preferve the quantify -of water .neceffary 
for completing vegetation. The ino(l‘tcitling la- 
bour ftirs up a hght foil; it is-then cafily pene- 
trated by the fiighteft rain: but a hard’ rain 
preffes it together j and the fun*, cafily raifmg the 
moillure, which _tn this flate of comprcfllon it 
‘could only imbibe to a \cry liitle depth, deprives 
U of the only fpecies of nourifhmcnt which lit 
fuTnifhed to ibe plant, and without which the 
plant could not fubfifi.- Ncverthclefs, the feafon 
IS not called in qucflionj and much lefs fhc'ig- 
norance of-him who knows not how to moderate 
it*s cfFefls. Prejudice determines the foil to be 
•exhaufied and ruined. In future, it is‘'workcd 
only^wlth regret, and conrcqucntly very'ill. It 
is abandoned, while nothing more was wanting, 
than a proper fpccics of culture to| enrieJj the 
proprietor who ncglcfls it.’ >> f ' ■ 

A SOMEWHAT lefs degree of friability confii- 
tutes what Is called a flrong foil,* which requires 
more Tillage, and of a more laborious nature;, 
but when once it is prepared, manured, and wa- 
tered, the ftiff foil preierxes for a much longer 
lime it’s moifture, which' Is a neceffary vehicle . 
ol 'the falls,* whether they >be continually 'con- 
veyedj^and fucccfSvcly renewed by the rams, or by ’ 
artificial watering. r ij . t 

Or what ufe then, it will be faid, is dungf'dt 
ferves to raifc up more eafiiy, and mor^ gene- 
ral!) , the foil, by the fcrmcntalion which it ex- 
w . cites 
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cites in it, and to keep it for a longer time raifedB 6 6 K 
indfuppUed, cither by it’s aSivc particles, 
cant only unfold thcmfclvcs gradually in the 
compare foils, fuch as thofc of the fecond fpccies, 

Avhich arc divided by heating them, or hy it s 
bily particles, 'which fattening the foil of the firit 
fpccies, retain in it, for a longer time, the moillurc 
which it’s too great laxity, and the incoherence 
of it’s particles would foon allow to cfcapc. 

:.Dcng, therefore, properly .applied, and ac- 
cording to it’s quality, partly fupplics the place 
of tillage: but can tillage fopply .the place of 
dung ? We arc inclined to think it would not for 
light foils,' which', fortunately, require but little 
dunging j but we believe it would in flrong foils,’ 
and thetc'require a great deal of 'dung. But no- 
thing can fupply the place of tain j which, ia 
Apierica, when U is plentiful, renders all the foijs_ 
nearly equal. Some fruits brought forward by 
the fcafon, rot in the moft excellent foils: but 
nlmbd all of them arrive at perfection in the moft 
(Ordinary foils. In America there is no rainy 
fcafon which is not fruitful; while, in a dry 
fcafon, the income diminifhes fometimes by one 
half. ‘ • . r 

^ THE>only objea that deferves the attention of. 
the inhabitants of St.‘ Vincent’s, as well 
perfons who arc in pofTcflion of a light 'foil, m 
whatever zone it may be fuuatcd, muft thcrclore. 
he to* fix their plantations upon their lowclt moun- , 
tlins, to prefer the culture of fuel, pbnK u .ll 

cover the foil 

tohhe immediate of heavy which 

comorefs it more and more whcn.it is not tilled , 
eumprcu n . ,[ ,s prepared ; to , 

md uhic 1 d^ag ^jpcatlon, which, 

while it mall no? eounteraft theeifortt of the plam ^ 
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B O O K too much, (hall fupply it'whh a degree of growfh 
; neceffary to defend the foil, at the time when it 

''"^■ftands mod in need of iv in that fcafon when it 
would 'be in danger of being flripped, in procefs 
of time, down to the fand.i While the foil (hall 
remain covered with any kind of earth, we need 
not fear it’s being barren. The foil which hath 
once been fufficient for the nutrition of any plant, 
when brought into h*$ primitive (late by the care 
of tile cultivator, will for’ ever be fufficient for 
the fame purpofes. > • •£ , ‘ ’ 

GreMErl-- DotiiNiCA was inhabited by il*s own children. 
^ffeSon ^ 73 “ hundred' and thirty-eight Caribi 
of Doraj- wcrc lound there, diftriboted in thirty-two car- 
bets 5 and three hundred and forty-nine French- 
men occupied a part of the coaft, i which the 
favages had left to them.* Thefe Europeans had 
‘no other aHifianccj'or rather companions of tl\cir 
labours, except twcnty.three free Mulatlocs,* and 
three hundred and thircy.eight, flaves. They 
■wcrc all employed in breeding poultry, in raifing 
provifions for the confumption of^ Martinico, 
'and in cultivating fc>cniy-two thoufand two hun- 
dred cotton (hrubs. Thefe trilling produdVioni 
•we-c afterwards incrcafcd by the addition of 
coffee. At length the ifl3nd,.at ithc peace of 
1763, when it became an Engllfh poffeffion, 
reckoned fus hundred white people, and two 
thoufand Negroes. w \ < 

Since the end of the lafl century, Great Bri- 
tain, which was advancing towards the dominion 
of the fear, while (be accufed france of afpiring 
'to the monarchy of the continent, had fliencd as 
much cagernefs for Dominica, at (he had in the 
hie ticgociations, whenviftory gate her a right 
to choofe. Nine parifhes liave fuccclliveiy been 
eftabhihed upon tUu iOand, where, on the ill of 
- January 
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January 177R, the population confided of fiftecnB o o K 

hundred and feventy-four \thite people, men,, 

women, and ehildren ; five hundred and feventy- 
four Mulattocs, or free Negroes, and fouitcer 
ihoufand three hundred and eight flavCs. - 
I The cattle of the idand did not exceed iwt 
hundred and eighty-eight hotfo, feyen hundrec 
and feven mules, thirty-four alfes, eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty head of horned cattle, 

-dted and nineJy-nine hogs, and two thoufand tw< 
hundred and twenty-nine flieep, or goats. ' 

• It*s cultures confided of fixty-fivc fugar p 
tions, which occupied five thoufand two 
and fifty-feven acres of ground. '““T, 

three hundred and f.xty-nine aeres 'V'f 

coffee, at the proportion of one thoufand leet pc 
acre. Two hundred and 

edvith cocoa, « the proportion of five hundre 

feet per acre. Fourfeore and nine 

-‘■"{’;rproviL“r"on£of-eiv';^^^^^^^^ 

thoufand feven hundred and twenty-nine Irene 

“^NTvt^^thourandfourhu^^ 

”^a'Uy^ff^'rcr«K-/.'f“a^e^d^anV 


tind 


‘'^fedmS^nd'tor hundred and thirty-fo, 
were entirety harien-- 1 labour hi 

ingly hilly, atu' ^ ' Tn 
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BOo£^ This fcttlcmcnt was expoFed in it’slnfanqr to 
^ xiv^ a tnofl flagrant aft of diflionefty. Several of the 
planters had obtained confiderable advances from 
anw be- trade. To avoid paying their debts, they took 
tween the refuge, With thcif flavcs, in the Frcnch iflands, 
where an open protcftion was granted them “ In 
and the ’vam wcrc they claimed ; in vain was it required 
^"^'^®^that they ftioutd be compelled to fatisfy their 
bouring ' creditors : every felicitation was ufclcfs. The 
iflandt Jcgiflative body thcn made a law, which fccured 
to all French emigrants the advantage of cnjo>- 
ang, without roolcftation, allthe nehestbey ftiould 
bring into Dommtea. f J 

t Lst US' examine without partiality the conduft 
of the two nations, and we fliall And it faulty on 
both Tides. > " > 

• And firfl, wuh refpeft to thci French, let me 
bik them, if thefc refugees were not at the lame 
time thieves “Why tncrcforc did they grant 
them an afylum ? Why did they refufe to guc 
them up, when they were claimed^ Let us e\cn 
fuppofe that the rcquifltion had been made in an 
imperious manner , the bufinefs was to examine 
thejufticeof the claim, not the manner m which 
It was made. This was not an occafion m which 
It was proper to give a petulant anfwcr to a 
haughty demand. An aftion which wc arc urged 
to by jurticc, can never be humiliating. Let the 
French, for' a moment, pul themfehes m the 
place of the creditors, and tell me, whether they 
would not have fent to the court of London the 
fame Tcprcrcntations, and the fame complaints? 
■fend whether they would not haie been equally 
exafperated by it*s filcncc, or by it’s relufal ^ 
There cannot be two fyflems of jullicc. 

' Os the oihcT baud, when by way of rcprifal 
the Englifh offered an afjlum to the 1 rench cmi- 
** granlJ, 
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grams, did rlicy not double the fame P'£ yiv.*’' 
they not cxciic to robbery and to dcfcrtion thorc . — ^ 
fraudulent debtors avho.atcre_ inclined to efcape 
from the legal purfuit of their creditors J II the 
nations, who divided the Nc\v World 
themfelves, had adopled, m imilation of thein, 
the fame meafores, who would have advanced to 
their colonitts the fums they might have "'hnlcd f 
What would have become of Af’cr'ica. “ 
pernicious fyftcm had 

origin of the conquelb? What would ft'» l>«om= 

of It, if it were univcrfally adopted? Let us re 
flea a moment, and we fhall be convinced, that a 
general fufpenfion of jufticc would ’^“ome.on 
of the moft dreadful calamities that could poffibly 
afflia manVmd. We fhall P"ceivc, that fo 
fatal an agreement amonjg nations, vion'd bring 
the world %aek to that date of P’noder.ng and 
barbarifm of which"! we have not c i-fgp* 

What advantage will the Englifh f'"^! “l- 

ing ihemfclves' with' out villains, and 'n pnd g 
thelr’s to us? What -concern can wchave, 
or what confidence can wc vepo.c, ^ 

Ivho arc-deftitutc of faith towards llioi f“'°*‘ 
citizens? Do the Englifh expeft more-honeft^ 
from out’s? If they receive them, 'vhy Jhould 
a third matio'n expell them? Is « intended that 

perfidy Ihould wander, with mipunity, frorn one 

countJy to nnother and fpread 

whole futfacc of the B'obc ■ I Jl T P jjng . 

a'ggerate the confequences of ih^^P 

but in order to judge Pv°P' ot it’s effcas. 

Tfe Ua^cenahi'wayiofimpreffing the mind 

mote forcibly ”'‘'1 ?'?'i„''what manner fhonld 
•- BoTlrnaybew the 'fird inftance, 

the Englifh havc.atteo. ». . 
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B o' o'* K they were right in making' the demand. Aftcr- 
wards, they fliouid have gone down fwotd in 
'“""''’’^hand into the afyJuras oF their deferters, and 
fliould have laid them waftc. Thus it is that 
they would have fhewn themfclves brave and 
upright men, ' The blood that would have been 
fpUt would not have been imputed ’to them ; and 
they would have been applauded by all the people 
of Europe; intcreftedin the fame caufe. ' 

i 'We- need not .however be furprifed that both 
the EngUlh and French Ihould reciprocally grant 
a retreat to their malefa^ors, when we daily fee 
thcm'arrogating to themfclves the right of fend- 
ing them to each other, by banilhing them from 
their own country: a*law, which is as contrary to 
the ‘common right, as that which fhould authorife 
a citizen, whofe dog Ihould’run mad, to 'let him 
loofc in the houfe of his neighbour, would be 
contrary to the right of individuals. . * 

• But a man who has two hands, is always a 
^ecies of valuable property. He ought 'there- 
fore not to be concealed.' It may alfo'bc 

urged, "that we have feme reafon to'cxpeft, fince 
there arc a few inftanccs of it, that a wicked 

man -may amend. It is true, there may be 

one inftance in a hundred of fuch an amendment. 

But ihc queftion is, ^Yhcther for the chance 

of having one bad man who may foVfake his evil 
ways, it be prudent to keep a hundred incorri- 
gible villains. . i .. ; < 

In what There was however another diftant objeft/ 
confifts the cxclufive of thc carc of fettling plantations, which 
mmSf entered into the extenfive views of the Englilh. 
D»mmiea?Thcy wifhed to attract the prodoSions of the 
French colonics to Dominica, in order that they 
mighty fccurc the trade of them to themrclvcs. 
It was to carry ibis great projeft into execution, 

tliat, 



• ilN THE EAST AND WESTlNDIES. >>• 

tliat, in 1766, all the ports of the ifland xiv.*^ 

made free. A number of aflive and enterprning, — -v-^ 
men immediately came from Europe, and irom 
North America. Immenfe rtorcs of ao™. 
fiQi, and flaves, were formed at Rofeau. ' 
town fupplicd the wants of Martimco, ot Ouada- 
lupc,and of St. Lucias and received in paymenr, 
commodities of greater or Icfs value. The a arc- 
changes would have been even more confidcr- 
able, if by an ill-judged avidity of the treafury, 

Griit Brhain had not herfclf put a redramtupon 
thefc fraudulent connexions. " ' . 

. The events which have detached the American 
continent from England, .and the efforts w ^ 
the French are making to extend 
in Africa, muff foon reduce the ftaple of Domi- 
nica to nothing, or to a trifle-, bur it ^ can never 
be deprived of the aivantage-of it s pofition. 
Situated between Guadalupe and Martmieo, at 
only feven leagues diftance from each, it 
them equally. At both it’s extremities, o the 
North and to the South, are two excellent har- 
bours, from whence the privateers and the Beets 
may intercept the navigation between the mother- 
country and it’s colonies, and even the connnu- 
nication between the two rcttlements. 

would be theconfequence if the 

known by the name of Prince 
changed, as it might eafily be, into “ 
and fucronnded with ’ /oun 

it IS raid -hath been f iXes 

u! r: S lhat.ir wd. nev.=r 

executions lo ir®^ 

mu’s lu'ol forces, ever 

pence. " * I Domi* 
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BOOK Dominica, J n tlicfc latter times, hath drattm 
^ the Attention of all America, tby an event, the 

Lawspc- caufes of 'which may almoft be traced as lar bade 
culiar to as thc difcotcry of the New World. - • 

Dommica Scarcb had thc-Europcans marked the foil of 
the other hemifphcrc with ihcir fanguinary fteps, 
than It became neccffary to procure Rave? from 
Africa, m order to clear it. Women were found 
among this degraded race, whom the fcarcity of 
females rendered agreeable to the firft colonifts* 
Trom this alliance, which feemed to be repro- 
bated by nature, there arofc a m\5.t generation, 
whofc chains were often broken by paternal ten- 
dcrncfs» A fcntimcnt of,^oodnefs, innate m man, 
gave liberty, on fome occafions, to other flaves ; 
and a ftill greater number of captives purchafed 
their freedom. In -vam did a fufpicious and 
provident fyftem of policy exclaim, with vehe- 
mence, agamd this cuftom, applauded by huma- 
nity; thebeflowing of freedom upon Haves was 
ftiU continued j and even became more fre- 
quent. ^ ^ I 

The free men, however, were mot put upon 
an entire equality with their former maflcrs. 'i he 
laws generally imprinted a mark of mferionty on 
this clafs of men. They were fliUtnOre degraded , 
by prejudice, in thc frequent occurrchccs of civil 
life, f heir Cituation was nc\ cr any thing more 
than an intermediate ftatc between llavcry and 
oTigmal liberty. 

Distinctions fo humiliating filled the minds 
of thefe freed men with rage, ihc Dave is com- 
monly m fo abjeft a flaic, that he doth not dare 
to defy his t)rant; he can do nothing more than ! 
hate him. But the heart of a man wbofe chains 
have been ftiaken off, bath a greater degree of 
energy f 
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cnergyj he both' hates, 'and bids defiance to then K 
v-hhcmcn. ■' ' 

T4e* danjtcrous effefis of thcfe.finmer d»fj»' 
flions fhould 1ia\c-becn prevented. In the lo* 
cteiits of Eorope, where all the members -are 
equals, wherc-thc intcreft nf cai^ individual is 
the itjtcrcd of the whole community; avc arc not 
ahovved to fuppofc that a citizen would intention* 
ally do any thing injurious to the general good, 
unlcfs there arc Ilrong proofs of it. But in *|tnc* 
ticn," where 'an enormous and lingular body of 
. men, divided in opinions, is compofed of three 
dificTcnt claffcs, it is thought right to facrincc 
the two lafl to the fccufUy of the former. The 
flaves arc kept in a perpetual fiatcof oppremon, 

•tad the freedmen arc thrown into pnfon upon 
the flichtefl furpieicn.- Their averfion for the 
trhite people is confidcred as a delinquency of a 
'erv ferious 'nature, and juftifics, in the eyes of 
aatfioriiy, all the precautions that arc^ taken 
againa them. It is to this ftrangc feveruy that 

niofi of the nations have wiflicd to attribute the 

kind of tranquillity which they have enjoyed in 
*lirir fcilJctr.tnts in tl:c New World. 

It lire Englim colnnirs alone ihc Free NeCTO 
is upon liic fame fooling as the wltilc man. I I'C 
fironecH nrcrumptions-arc not fufiiclent to an- 
thoii/c anallack itpejn the liberty of tlic one. any 
tanre than of the oilier. Ucticc it happ-ns 
the hs,. which it scry cautious, for l-r "i a 
nlllaU, in fiaiiii: “rot the criminal. funrtt.mos 

reeiains inaaise for a lancer t, me than n - 
ent v„h the rail w 
Hve fojnctnnes au-j'fu v*-/ , , ,« 

llriiilh hlaad. l ami these f"i”: 

I SVC obliged PO inmoa so alter st . tj ..cm. 

\Vi..*v. « ' * 
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-BOOK It was detefm\i\cd, by a bill paffcd in tt 
^ month of September 1774, thatnocoloniftfiioulc 

for the future, be allowed to grant liberty to ati 
flavc, before he had paid 100 piflolcs* into tl 
public treafury. 1 But if the freedman could aftc 
wards prove that he could not gain a fubfiftcnc 
by his labour, he was to receive 80 livres-f evci 
fis months, till he {hould be enabled, by more fi 
vourablc circumHanccs, to do without this a 
fiflancc. , 

Everv freedman, conviflcd by the depofitio 
of two witneffes, cither free or Haves, before tw 
jufticcs of the peace, of being guilty of any o 
fence that is not capital, is to be whipped, or t 
. pay a fine, or to be imprifoned, according ■ 
the magidrates fhali determine. The fame pi 
nKhments arc to be inBifted upon him for ha' 
ing difturbed the public peace or for having ii 
fuUcd, threatened, or beaten a white man. 

A FREEDMAN who fhall have aflifled a flave I 
defert, who fhall have granted an afylum to hin 
or accepted of his ferviccs, fhall be condemne 
to a fine of aooo Uvres^, to be applied to pul 
lie ufe. If the culprit ibould be unable to pa 
the fum, he fiiall undergo three months imprifoi 
ment, or be 'whipped, according to the dccifio 
of the jufticcs of the peace. 

No free Negro, Mulatto, or Mefiec, lhall t 
allowed to vote at the eleftion of a rcprcfcnti 
tivc of his* parilh, in the general alTcmbly c 
the colony. Neither proteftion nor fortune ca 
ever efface this mark of reprobation, 
f After having given a feparatc account of cac 

three if^vtrsl iihnds ivhieh Enghnd 
min arytotluired bv ibc treaty of •'1767, it Is incumber 

r^citir • ( j * 

• +1I. ij*. 4^ , . 8*1 t Sil. (t. «J. . 

upol 
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upon us to flatc the means winch that power B 0^0 K 
hath, thought proper to employ, in order to de- 

rive folid advantages from their profperity. flouriflilns 

At firft, government thought proper to fcllthe 
different portions of the extenfive fou which t ic 
fuccefs of the war had given* to them. Had for- 
they been gratuitoufly 'beftowed, they wou 
have been obtained by favour and intrigue ; and 
they would not have been ufeful for a long time. 

But the nation was well convinced, that every 
citizen who {hould have employed part ot his ca- 
pital in the acquifition of an eftate, w^ld not 
fail to lay 'out upon it what was ncccflary lor 
him to make the moft of his property. ' 

It might, however, be improper to exact 
*thc immediate payment of the ceded lands, bc- 
caufe the new plantations require fuch great ex- 
penccs in'buildlngs, in cattle, and in flaves. On 
this account, it tvas -fettled, .that the 
'Ihould not - he ohllged to pay more than twenty 
per cent, in thc-firli inftance, ten.per cent, the 
two following years, and afterwards twenty per 
cent, every year after, till the paytnent was com- 
pleted. He was to be divcRcd of ail his privi- 
leges, if he did not fulfil his engagements at tire 

‘''‘lN‘'oX°t‘’o‘foften what appear too^livere 

in this law, the planter was allowed 

this debt into a P'^P""”’ ”’."“''ir’j“„.clvemonth 
fira payment was not to begin till a twci 

after the clearing “i' n' ^5 had vlfiblydimi- 
As the vail maions in the iOands, 

nilhed the mafs of PJ- . p , ^ long time, it was 

which England had poIfelTcd lor a s 

.hough. p%I^rm.ake^mc^^ 

convenience /uould be ailov.cdto pur- 

creed, that no -perfen 
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B O 0 Kchafc' more than one plantation; and that the 
' jargeft of them fhouM not exceed five hundred 
' acres. It was even limited to three hundred 

for Dominica, the pofition and deftination of 
which required a greater number of Europeans. 
Government alfo decreed, that five of every hun- 
dred acres flioold be annually cleared, nil -half 
the plantation fliould^bc cultivated; and that 
thofe who fhould not have fulfilled this obliga- 
tion fhould pay a fine of iia livres ten fols* 
■annually, for every acre of ground which Ihould 
not have been cultivated in the limited time. 
■Every colonifi was obliged alfo to put one white 
vnan or two white women, upon every hundred 
acres of his territory, under the penalty of pay- 
ing every year to the treafury 900 hvresf for 
every man, and half of that fum for every 'wo- 
man, tliat'ftiould be wanting to make up the 
number he ought to have. ’ . ^ 

* This laft precaution might give fomc confid- 
ence to the new feitlemcnts ; but it was thought 
they would one day (land in need of further affift- 
ancc.' In order to procure it for them in time, 
gratuitous' conceffions of land, from ten to 
thirty acres, have been 'granted in favour of the 
' poor \v ho chufc to fettle in thofe iflands. This 
was a fufiicient portion of land to enable them to 
live by their labour, dn thofe cafy circumflanccs 
which they would never have experienced in the 
Old Hcmifphere, From an ‘apprehenfion that 
they might lend their name to fome rapacious 
man, or might afterwards fell their property to 
him, it was ordained, that they (hould thcmfclvcs 
yJaOTtlPxiw ^ the, Hwi three. w.tSTAhs tiher 
it had been granted to them ; that they fliould 

» 4I. tja fd. +371. 101.. ^.1. J 

- - - dwell 
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dwcU upon it for .tvolvo “ 

and-tho? they Ihould keep « for feven 

yeart. After tV.s time, they hereto pay a finu o 

L fois- for- every -acre avlueh Ihc Id be cuta 
■rated, and -one .of m liyrcs 5 io« i 
which (hould remain uncultivated. - 

Thc Euelith iflanda had for a long w ik 50 m- 

plafned of uie.vvant of rain, becaufe a he.r fo: 
iells had been levelled. In order to rvevmu 
inconvenience in the new ?<>“““» 
fades were ordered to prcfc.ie -,.^,£1 the 
fnfficient quantity °f ‘''e f "tpute 

clouds, and to keep up tn^n eg plants 

which is more or lefs necelfary lor all the plants 

'’"tUv'^Sonrof the. rums Acquired by the 
■fale of?hI la?ds were to .belong .0 government. 

”'-?[:n‘’L‘e;rtrFrench,^eiidmgm 

nm to ?e°"'Med.'"There "^he" 

no kind of “PP'f '"‘J^/^^'lTftom theVndiani^, 
fnd ha^fieen confirmed P^d’of’^hem 

Kovernment of Martinico^,^^ h fira^of thefe titles 

a (light duty tn return. ^ ^ ^onquer- 

could be of wL inanifemy con- 
ing power; and the the courts of 

trary to tbc conventions be e^^^ engaged 

London and .of ’ „rpcaivc fubjetds to 

themfclvcs not to allow the.r relpc 
fettle in the n«tt.tl inands- , .p„r.. 


the ncutr.n "la..— f 

•^-I-Cir'haif’afSrted ' 


THE .. 

men, who would hasi 


^ I IV tvl. 


the progrefj 
of 
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BOOKof thV two colonics which they themfclvcs had. 
founded, ‘were entirely fruftrated. •‘Whether the 
Britilh mmiftry were apprehctiflve of difgufting 
the Englilh, in obliging them to pay for a terri- 
tory, which their ancient rivals continued to pof- 
fefs gratuitoufly, or whether a wifti prevailed of 
getting rid of thofc foreigners, who, by their rc- 
hgion and their habits, might be too ftrongly at- 
tached to their former country, it was regulated, 
that the French fhould, for the future, enjoy their 
plantations only upon perpetual Icafcs. 

This hard reftratm, fo contrary to the majdms 
of found policy, difpcrfed them. The emigration 
was not, however, univerfal. After the firft effeSs 
of difiatisfafkion, the wifefl of them became fen- 
fible that they fhould 'ftill gain more by repur* 
chafing the lands which they already enjoyed, 
than if they were to fettle upon a frein fpot that 
would cofl them nothing. 

OMaeiei’ Great Britain entertained great expectations 
vhieh from ‘the mcafurcs which fhe had tahen for the 
ventt^the profperity of her conquefis. The fuccefs hath 
p»oq>eTrty not been anfwcrable j and the caufes of this fin- 
®/,‘i’,'^o*i‘Sular difappointmcnt arc well known. 

' The three neutral iflands were fcarce fecured 
to England by the treaties, than it became a 
general palTion to form fcttlements upon them. 
This epidemical madnefs made the lands which 
were fold by government rife to an extravagant 
price. As a bold fpirit of enterprire was the 
only fortune mofl of the purchafers had, credit 
’became their only rcfource. They found it in 
’London, and in fomc other trading places, the 
merchants of wliich, mined by the lame illufion, 
borrowed confiderabic fums at a lov interefi, in 
order to lend them to thcTc entcrprifing fpccult* 
tors at an advanced inicrcn. 

T«i- 
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The H=wproprietorsrmoft ofj'h°^J'^ 
chafed a foit, without Icvitv in the 

mining it, proceeded with the coalls, and 

formEin of tbeir P co- 

'the interior parts °f 'j'' moallv inexperi- 

tTted with maftets and “"' t of clcar- 

‘nds''‘'’Th\“ocetffion?d numhcrlefs faults 
Sfd ™is[oHu,;es.^'Tnre evil became extreme, and 

had borrowed at ei,h.^r«m; 
in 1766, or aboufthat pen d, joipolfibility 

to she paid five years __--ensAnt5 alarm- 

they found of -fulfilling thefe ' | ■ ,(.3 of the 

ed their European ^^acious lend- 

remittances they 'JP' j ’ . ,nd the greater 
ers trereat ''"E'h.nn^XmoJeXed"*'''"^ 

their credulity had been, yj to the autho- 

anxiety become. Hating ^ . plants- 

rityo/the law. they «P''''\"rbeen tinfortu. 
tions the unhappy men "bo Thus end- 

nately reduced by ,he n"'v Enghih co: 

ed the dclufive profpeft ot the new 1. g 

'“tv this great commotmn -b 
with favourable confeque ^ ond v-lio arc 
dertaken by men "“b° ^ n ill procure to 

reduced to their “"S'"”' irually re- 
the nation the fame =“’‘’".”s,f.,.d„Iy iernient in 
full from an irregular ,n the hands 

t'ne Hate. A fod '"brn’i o^icd with bet- 

of the firtl ppffclfors. and economy, 

ter means, with ,1,0 circ£ti of this new 

While "o n Aitity. ''Pn"' *b.n 

effort of induhiy n"^p,^(fcir,onE ,h; Amen- 
account of the E g ^^rtaiii the lalue of th- 
can Archipelagn- to „,o. 



tie HISTORY OF SCTTLTMENTS AND TRADE 

BOO K colonies of a maritime and commercial power, is 
to make an eftimate of it’s ftrength.' ’ i ' 
Preftnt ^Dntilh iHands in the Weft Indies arc in 

ftate of ttie general mor'c cxtcnfive than they arc fertile* 
SSa? Mountains, tthich cannot be cultivated, occupy 
a great fpacc m fomc of them, and others are en- 
tirely, or partly, formed of a chalky foil,i whjch 
produces but very little. The* belt have been 
cleared for a long time, and require the affiftance 
of manures, which are imperfect and*^ fcarce in 
this part of the New World. - Moft of them have 
been ftripped of the forefts, by which theywcrc 
orriginally (hcltered, and are expofed to droughts, 
which often rum the Uboors undertaken with the 
ftrifteft attention, and carried on at a great ex- 
pence. - . . . ’ ' < 

Accordingly, the incrcafe of provifions hath 
not been proportioned to the number of hands 
employed in obtainiog them. ITicre are at this 
time in tliofe colonics four ‘hundred thoufand 
(laves, who by their labours fcarce produce two 
thirds of the income that is collcftcd trom a richer 
foil with the fame mean':. 

* The number of white people hath generally 
dimininied in proportion to the incrcafe of tlic 
Negroes. Not but that there were as many idle 
or indigent men m England to replace thofc who 
perifhed, or who difappeared with the fortunes 
they had acquired, as at the time of the firft emi. 
gratjon ; but the fpint of adienture, which the 
noichy of the objeft, and the concurrence of cir- 
cumftances had excited, was either checked or 
annihilated. On one hand, the fpace which was 
occupied by the fmallcr cultures hath been fuc* 
ccfTucly filled with fugar plantations, uhich re- 
quire an immenre extent of territory ; and on the 
other, the proprietors of thefe great plamatiods 

liaic 
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!„vc reduced, us much us pofliblc. the number B o O K 
of their ugems, uhofe falarics ncre become a^^_^ 

‘'TKcrtlrreeoiution.thcBrm 
(lill greater reafou than ever to be apprehenb e 
of plunder a.id of invaKon. Tbe.r colon.ns, nho 
are ail enlifted, v.ere formerly nrong enough at 
leaa to repel a ueak and ill-arilted enemy. Mort 
of them might at prefent be tal.en by furpr fe, 

ftould the ilavy of the mother country ceafe one 

moment to protedl theln. It is a grea P°' * 
in the prefent Oatc the militia are able to cn"- ' 
the Negroes, vho arc more unfottunale uncer 
the Englilh dominion than unocr any other, t or 
Uflmuld fecin, that the hardiliips of Cavery ncre 
fo much the greater among free nations, in pio- 
portion as it iV more unjuft, and more fo" g i to 
the conftltution. Such is the p-ogr_cls of man tu- 
svards Independence, that_ after h?' ™ 
the yoke, he nifties to tmi-ofe " ’p 

and (hat tltofe who arc the mofi impatient ot 
fcrvltudc become the fondeft of • 

Tnr Weft Indies were never lubjeaed to any 
impoft by Great liritaln. But m 1663, Barba- 
rtocs, and the oilier illands, escepi Jamaica, vo- 
luntarily engaged to pay a perpetual 
per cent, ttpou all them prmhitl.o.is "-h^ 
he capotted. So great an acT of 
fmcc appeared butdenfomc. and the .J' 

vas alleviated as much fenree 

bgationispaidm fucli as ate 

any delivered to 

in fotnc refpea Mciclit than 

mote retupulout " ^ ,l,c trtarut, tc 
c°eive,"on?r.no thltJ. of <•- gih "’'-I- — ro'- 
merly gtat ted to them. 


This 
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BOOK This is flill loo much for fcttlcmcnts that arc 
XIV. obliged to defray their internal cxpcnces tlicm- 
' '' ^fclvcs. Thefc %vcrc very confiderablc when'thofe 

'colonics regulated all their own affairs, or crcflcd 
the fortifications judged ncccffary for their fecu- 
rity. The taxes were multiplied at this period ; 
and every difagrccablc event brought on frefh 
ones, bccaufc it was tliought more prudent to re- 
quire contributions of the citizens, than to have 
rccourfe' to public engagements, j lime hath 
diminifhed the wants, and it has been found nc- 
ceflary to provide for thofc wliich remained, with 
more oiconomy, becaufc the planters have not 
the fame rcfourcec. The taxes arc at prefent ins 
confiderablc, and they might flill be reduced, if 
thofc who fill the ports of admimflraiion, in ma- 
nifeft contraflion to the republican fpirit, wliich 
is that of difintcreftednefs, did not require large 
falarics, ' 

But this is an unavoidable inconvenience at- 
tending a commercial nation. ' Whether free or 
not, they ultimately love 'or valuc'nothing but 
wealth.' ^ The third of gold being more the work 
-of imagination than oT ncccffity, we are not fa- 
iialed with riches, as v/c arc with the objefls'that 
gratify our other partions. Ihc latter are diftinft 
and tranfient ; they either countcraft or fuccced 
each other j whereas the thirfl of gold feeds and 
fatisfies all the other paflions, at Icaft it fup- 
plies their place, in' proportion as it 'exhaufts 
them, by the means it contributes towardstthe 
gratification of them. There is no habit which 
IS more confirmed by cuftom than that of ainalT- 
ing riches. It feems equally to be excited by the 
enjoyments of vanity, and i by the felf.dcnial of 
•avarice. The rich man always W'ants to fill or to 
" ‘ ' jncrcafc 
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incrcafc Ms trcafare. This is a conflant obfcnra- B o o K 
tion, which extends from individuals to nations. . , — 
SirtCE large fortunes have been raifcd in -hnp^ 
land by trade, the defire of wealth is become the 
univcrfal and ruling paflion. Such citizens as 
have not been able, or did not chufe to follow 
this lucrative profeCion, have ftiU turned their 
views to that gain which the miners and opi- 
nion of the times have made neceflary. Even m 
afpiring to honours, they hunt after riches. In 
following the career of thofe laws and vir ues 
which ought ever mutually to alfill each other, 
even in obtaining the honour of a feat in parlia- 
ment, they have found out the way of aggrandi- 
zing their fortune. In order.to be cliofcn mem- 
bers of this powerful body, they have bribed the 
totes of the people-, and have not been more 
alhamcd of felling lliefe vety P«op'= 
than they were of having bought 
tote in the fenate of the empire is become tcna^l. 

A celebrated minlhcr bad a book of rates of the 
probity of each member, and openly boaltcd ol 
it, to the difgracc of the Enghlli. It was the 
duty of his office, he laid, to buy olf the repre- 
fentallvcs of the nation, in order that they ffiould 
tote, not againtt, but according to ihv'r con- 
feience. But what can conrcienec 
the allurements of gam? f nicrcanliie hu-it 
hath been able to ditTufe m »''= 'nn'''' 
the coniagion of pcrfonal ‘"'"I'S’ . ^ colonics 
1 ble that Vt (liouU not have infeaed he colon c. 

of which it is the rnni'Pal /"f 

Is i, then true. .1... in proud Alb oin a man^wlm 

IhouU lx: 

"Y armto t5ld'.— > "f ’!‘= 

YaUsto.ion.ffi»nd, may ihmr err-> ‘'cra-aner 
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BOOKthis fordid fplrit of iiilereft, nnd thou wilt one 
•XIV. (Jay reflorc to them all they have lofl ! 

Nevurtheless,' opulence feems to prcvailin 
the Englifh fttllcmcnts in the Weft Indies. This 
is becaufc the proceedings of arbitrary autho- 
•rity, which alllift fo many other countries, are 
unknown here: bccaufe there are none of thofe 
vile inftruments of the treafury, who deftroy the 
bafis of profperity, in order to cftablilh the forms 
of it : bccaufe the culture of fugar hath been 
lubftitutcd there, to that of produflions of little 
.value: becaufc the plantations belong in general 
to rich mcn,‘ or to powerful aflbciations, which 
.never fuffer them to want the neceflary means for 
their improvement: becaufc if fomc unfortunate 
cafualty Ihould reduce tbc colonift to the ncccf- 
iity of borrowing, he obtains the loan eafily* 
and at a cheap rate} for his poffenions' are more- 
.gaged to his creditor, and the payment is fecured 
at the ftated times: bccaufe tbefc iflands are lefs 
-cjtpofcd to devartation and invafion, than the pof- 
fcfTions of other powers, that arc'rich in produc- 
'tions, and poor m fliips : bccaufe the events of 
the moft obftinatc and moft deftruftive wars never 
‘prevent, and fcldom retard, the exportation of 
their commodities: in a word, it is becaufc the 
Britifh ports alwa)s open to their principal crops 
a more advantageous marl than their rivals can 
expeft any where clfc. Accordingly, the lands 
conftanlly bear a very high price tn the Enghfii 
iflands, both the Europeans and the Americans 
being equally eager to purchafe them. 

Tutsr lands would ftiU have been in greater 
rcqucfl, if the accefs to the Weft Indies had been 
Icfs rigidly prohibited to foreign navigators ; if 
they bad been at hbert/to chufc their own pur- 
chafers throughout the globe. But a fci of laws, 
‘ • the 
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J»S 

ihc regulations of which it hath never 
fibleto cludc.have concentrated thc.r connea.ons^^ 
witltin the limits of their own emp.re, with the 
national provinces of both hemifphtrcs. 

. Titcse colonies do not find upon 
territory, either provif.on for the.r own fubfift- 
cnce, or beads of burthen for their labour., or 

woods for their buildings. They were fupph d 

with there objefts of priuiary necelTuy bf North 
America, .which received m payment rum and 
otlier produaions, to the amount °f 
millious of livres* every ymar. The bles 
-which have divided Old and New Englai d hate 
interrupted this communication, to the « 

trimeni^ of the idands. T'dI neceflitics of an urgent 
nature n.all gufe.U to be op-d again, or t^ 

Other conneft Vy a injics will have no other 
r fc'r .i;;if prolaions^Umn-ha. whieh Great 

“"^"tim'p^fent peTod. -.-‘'rWed 

Which 

nilhes to the colonies. forms three-fourths 

Ai,«osTan the fugar, which form^ 

of .he produce of. lie .nand.j.s«'^^,^„j 

Kingdom itfclf. or « Hamburgh or to 

fcldom that any of it is KM 
other tnatkeis. 


.rr.-. - 

J jra/rMSsi. ‘I- ta. 


Tiis 
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BOOK’ The exports which Great Britain makes of the 
produftions of the ifiands, do not annually exceed 

^~''"^fcvcn or eight millions of hvres *. If we add to 
this fum what fhemuft: gain upon her cottons, 
which Ihc manufaflurcs with fo much fuccefs, 
and which are diffufed throughout a great part 
of the globe, we fhall have a tolerably exact 
idea of the advantages which this erripire derives 
from the Weft Indies. ' 

' The iflands receive in payment their furniture 
and clothing, the utenfils neceftary for their 
snanufaftures, a great deal of hard ware, 'and 
flaves for the working of their lands. But thc- 
things that arc fent to them arc infinitely inferior 
in rvalue to thofc which are received from them*. 
We muft deduft the cxpenccs of navigation and 
cf inforance, the commilBon, or the profit of the 
merchant. We muft deduft the mtereft of fix- 
teen millions ftcrlmg, which thefe colonies owe 
to the mother-country. We muft deduft'what 
the proprietors of. the rich plantations fpend in 
England, 'where they habitually refide. If we 
'except the poffelTions acquired or fccurcd by the 
treaties of J763, the infant plantations of which 
are ftill in want of advances, the other pofTcflions 
of the Weft Indies, fcarce receive in their har- 
bours the fourth part of the value which they fend 
out from them. 

' It was the capital of the empire, which for- 
merly fent outalmoft all the exports, and received 
almoft all the returns. Men of enlightened un- 
derftamhng were very properly incenfed at this 
evil. But London is at Icaft tlic fineft port m 
England. U is there that fhips arc built, and 
manufaClurcs are carried on. London furni(he« 

• F.-aas ij». 4d. i» iss.jjj! Ci id. 

" - fearr.tp 
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fcamcn for navigation, and hands for commerce. B o^o K. 
It ftands in a temperate, fruitful, and central 
country. Every thing has a free paffage in and 
out of it. It may be truly faid to be the heart ot 
the body politic from it’s local poiition. 1 Mt 

city is. not filled with proud and idle men, who 
only encumber and.opprefs a laborious people. 

It is the feat of the national alfcmbly. Ihcrc 
the kins’s palace is neither vail nor empty. He 
reigns in it by his prefence, which animates every 
thing. There the fenate diflates the laws, agrcc- 
ahle to the fenate of the people it teprefenls. It 
neither fears the eye of the monarch, nor the 
frowns of the minillry. London has not arrive 
to it’s prefent greatnefs by the influence of go- 
vernment, whicli ftrains and over-rules all na- 

turai caufes: but by the ordinary impulfe of men 
and things, and.by a kind of attraft.on of com- 
merce. It is the fea, it is England, it is tlm 
■whole world that makes London neb and po- 

^'''NcvERTHELrss this immenfe (lapic hath loll, 
in procefs of time, fomething of that fpccies ot 
monopoly which it eicrcifcd over the colonics 
and over the provinces. Drillol, Liverpool, Lan- 
cattcr, and Glafgow, bave taken a confiderablc 
fliarcin this great circulation. ^ more general 
eoinpelilion v^uld ever have been 
a new fyflem of manners, adiflike for a retired 
hfe, the defire of approaching the j J 

eSfmmnaey and corruption ’’"X. or 

all bou-ids, bad ,l,e populallon 

ca-rct be t.-c. litloa 
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E'O o K latlon of the advantages it procures to thofe ^ow- 
ers winch have fucccffivcly invaded it. It is only 
by the tmpulfc which the' immenfc produftlons of 
draw* this Archipelago have given to trade, that it muff 
^er\«n ^ dtllinguilhcd palace in the annals of 

i^ds. nations ; fince, in faft, riches arc the fpring of 
all the great revolutions that difturb the globe. 
The colonics of Afia M.nor occafioned both the 
fplcndour of that quarter of the earth and the 
downfal of Greece. Home, which was at firft 
defirous of fuhduing n.ations only to govern them,’ 
was ftoppedinthc progrefs of her greatnefs, when 
(he acquired the poffcfiion of the ttcafarcs of the 
cali. We feetned ‘to' flumber for a 'while in 
Europe, in order 'to invade a New World : and 
has iince been fo often renewed there, , merely to 
divide ' the IpoiU. Poverty, which will alsvayS 
be the lot of the greater part of mankind, and 
the choice of a few wife men, makes no didur- 
bance in the world. Hiftory,' therefore, can only 
treat of nialTacrcs or riches. 

."Trip iflands of the other hemifphcre yield an- 
nually fifteen millions of livres* to Spain j eight 
millions j- to Denmark; thirty millions t to Hol- 
land; ‘eighty-two hiillions II to England; and 
one hundred and twenty-fix millions § to France. 
The produflions therefore gathered in fields that 
were totally uncultivated within thefe three cen- 
turies, arc fold in our continent for about two 
hundTcd and fixty-onc millions of Vivres 

This is not a gift that the New World ’makes 
to the Old. The pcoplc’'who receive this im- 
portant fruit of the labour of their fubje£ls fettled 

• 5*5,0001 
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in America, give in exchange, tlrough with cvi- B 0^0^ it 
dent advantage to thcmfelvcs, the produce ot tbeir 
foil and of their manufaflares. Some confumc 
the whole of what they draw from thefe diltaut, 
poffeffions; others, make the overplus the bafis 
of a ptofperous trade with their neighbours. 

Thus every nation that is poITeffcd of property in 
the New World, if it be truly mdullrious, gams 
mil Icfs by the number of men it maintains abroad 
without any expcncc, than by the population which 
thofe procure it at home. To fubfilh a colony n 
America, it is nccefiary to cultivate a province 
Europe : and this additional labour incrcafcs the 
inward drength and real wealth of the nation. 

The whole globe is fcnfible of this iropullc. 

Thc labours of the people fettled in thofe 
itlands.are the foie bafis of the Af"”" 
extend the fiflicries and the cultures of 
rica, afford a good market for the "’onof“^S 
of Afia, and double, perhaps S 

of all Europe. They may be confidered as the 
principal caufc of the rapid motion which now 
agitatis the univerle. This ferment muff m- 
ereafe, in proportion as cultures, that arc fo ca- 
pable of bmng c-Mcndcd, lhall approach nearer to 

their liighcd degree of perrcaion. ibis Tls bet 

Notiiino would he more likely t - mMewbc 

happv period, than to E-- -'P^'f/^t^rin i.TK?,.- 
winch c\crynalJon has refer' cU trade 

own eoloniis. An nnlimited 

vuhaU thc illands, wouM ^ aicompciUlon.*)* Am- 
prcatcfl efforts, b); The love of humanity, 

Men "ho arc mfpired haxc exer ‘ 

and arc enhshtened by y that imet- 

"ifhedtofee all thc ports ot 

cepts a dire« communieatio;;^^^^. _l 
Amciica, "'tb -n j. goxern- 

Voi« V- 
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n o o K governments, which being almofl all corrujn in 
their origin', cannot be influenced by this prin* 
^ciplc of univerfal benevolence, have imagined 
lhat aflbeiations,* tnoflly founded on the feparate 
inicrcll of each nation, or of one Angle indivi- 
, dual, ought to be formed in order to confine all 
the connc^l\ons of every colony to it's refpeflive 
mother-country. The opinion is, that thefe re- 
ftrainlng laws fccurc to each commercial nation 
in Europe the falc of it’s own territorial produc- 
tions, the means of procuring fuch foreign com- 
modiiics as it may (land in need of, and an ad- 
\antagcous balance with all the other trading na- 
tions. ' 

This fyftcm, which was long thought to be the 
beft,has been vigoroufly oppofed, when the theory 
of commerce had once fliaken off the fetters of 
prejudice. It has beert .alleged, that no nation 
can fupply all the real or imaginary wants of ii*s 
colonies out of ii*s own property. There is not 
one that is not obliged to get lome articles from 
abroad, in order to complete the cargoes deflined 
for America. From this ncccfilty arifes at Icall 
”an indireft communication of all nations with 
thofe diflant pofleflions. Would it not be more 
eligible to convey each article to it’s dellinatlon 
in a dircft line, than by this indireft way of ex- 
change? This plan would be attended with lefs 
cxpcncc ; would promote both culture and con- 
fumption, and bring an increafe of revenue to 
the public treafury : an infinite number of advan- 
‘tages would accrue to the mother-countries, 
which would make them full amends for theex- 
clufive right they all claim, to their reciprocal 
' injury. ^ ' 

.Thlse maxims arc true, folid, and ufcful,' but 
•they will not be adopted. The reafon is this, A 

great 
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great revolution it'preparing in the trade ^ 

rope, and is already too far advanced not 
completed. -Every government is endeavouring 
to do wiihont the affiaance of foreign ’"dul^y. 

Koll of them have fuccecdcd, and the reft wi I 
not te long before they free 
dependence. Already the Enghfti and the I rcnch, 
aho are the great manufaaurcrs of Europe, lee 
their maftcrVicces of workmanfliip refuled on 
all fidcs. TVill thefe two nations, which are at tnc 
fame time the greateft planters in the iftands, open 
their ports to thofc who force them, as , 

to Ihut up their manufaaures at homcf the 
more they lofe in the foreign markets, the lets 
they will confent to a- competition 
maJket they have left. They will 
to eatend it, that they may have a E^'" 
mand for their commodities, and a ‘“P 

ply of American produaions. ft is by thefe rc- 

mmsthat they hfnfive 

the balance of trade, without being 
that the plenty of thefe 

their lalue. The progrefs of induftry m our 
continent miift increafe population and wealth, 
and of coutfc the confuniptioii and i.ilue of the 
produaions of the Antilles. ^ 

But what will become oi this part of ^ the fee 

World F Will the ■fef.lements j'”' ^',',,^1“^';,';!,^ 

f.ourilhing, always remam in the ^ tlicm'”'"^' 

original pkellors; or will tint • 

be changed F If a t''olution 
them, by what nieam wdl b' ' K , 

and what ‘ UrStW much room for 

by the follow. 



1^2 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 

BOOK The iflands depend totally''upon Europe for a 
. XIV. fupply of all their wants.- Thofc \yhich’ only 
^relpcft wearing apparel and Implcnacnts of huf- 
bandry will admit of dclayj but the leaft difap- 
• pointinent, with regard to provifions, fpreads a 

general alarm, and caufes univerfal defolation, 
which rather tempts the people to wilh for, than to 
fear the approach of an enemy. And, indeed, 
it is a common faying in the colonics, that they 
will never fail to capitulate with a fquadron ftored 
with barrels of flour inftcad of gunpowder. If 
we pretend to 'obviate this inconvenience, by 
obliging the inhabitants to cultivate for their own 
fubfiftcnce, wc defeat the very end of thefe fettlc- 
ments, without any real advantage. ’The* mo- 
thcr.country would deprive hcrfelf of a great part 
of the rich produce of her colonics, and would 
rot preferve them from invafion. * , 

In vain (hould wc hope to repulfe an invafion 
by the help of Negroes, born in a climate where 
cncmlnacy ftlflcs the feeds of courage, and who 
are ftill more enervated by flavery, and, confe- 
qucnily, but httlc concerned in the choice of their 
tyrants. In fuch hands, the bell weapons mufl 
be ufclefs. It might even be apprehended that 
they would turn them againfl their mcrcilefs op- 
preflbrs. • * ^ * 

The white people appear to be better de- 
fenders of the colonies. Bcfidc the courage which 
hberiy naturally infpiTes, they mufl alfo be ani- 
mated with that which cxcluHvcly belongs to 
great proprietors. They are not men debafed by 
coarfc labours, by obfeure occupat’ons, or by 
indigence. The abroluic fvv.ay which they cx- 
creiie in their plantations, mufl have infpired 
them with pride and grcaincfs of foul. But, 
dlfpcrfcd as they arc among vafl poITcflions, 

what 
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what can their fmall number avail ? And Xiv.^ 

they even prevent an invafion, were they able to , — 

the colomfts held it as e 
their islands are to be confidered as thole great 
cities in Europe, which, lying open to ‘he hrit- 
comcr, change their dominion without an attac , 
without a ficle, and almoR without being fennble 
of the war. The ftrongell is their 
inhabitants exclaim, Gcil favt tbe ^ , 

imitation of the Italians, who have paffed and 
repaired from one yoke to another m 
of a campaign. Whether the city 
at the time of peace, under it s , 6“ 

inent, or Ihould remain in the hands 
it has loft nothing of it's 

that are defended by a 

taken, are aloays depopulated 

heap of ruins. Accordingly, there is ftarc , 

perhaps, one inhabitant in the American illands, 

who docs not confider it to be a . P | 
to expofe his fortune for the fake of his country. 

Of what importance is it to “'.“rl 

lator whofelaws he obeys, if h'? 

Handing! It is to enrich himfelf 'hn' ^ 
crolfed the feas. if he preferves his 'J«ft'te. hw 
purpofe is antwered. Can ihe -nn*"; 
that forfakes him, “"j. give him 

tyrannized over i ,,,/conclurion of 

up, or, perhaps, to f'’.' “ hf facrifice of his 
a peace, haie ^ a ,l,inE to die for 

bfe? It is ^<5!°"° whVre^he profpe- 

one s country. But , forms of govern- 

wlnr/d -mneXf e':iiaens-, where war is declare^ 
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BOOKand peace cbnclbdtd, \^tthout confulting tUe 
. opinion or the williis of the peoplej uhefc evil 

defigns are always countenanced by the intrlguci 
of debauchery, or the praftice of monopoly ; and 
where uTcful plans arc only adopted with futh 
reftnclions as prevent their being carried int6 
execution ; is this the country for w hich our blood 
fhould be facnficed ? 

Th£ 1 fortifications, creeled for the defence of the 
colonics, will fccurc them no better than the 
efforts of the inhabitants. Even if they werd 
llrongcr, and belter^ guarded and flored than 
they have ever been, they mufl always furrender 
unlefs they are fuccouted. Should the reftfl.anc6 
hold out above fix months, (liat circumflancft 
would not difeourage the befiegers, who, being 
%7ithin reach of a conftant fupply of rcfrcflimcnts, 
both by land and by fca, could better endure the 
feverity of the climate, than a garrifon could refift 
the duration of afiege. \ 

Thcre is no other way to'prcfcrve ihe'colonics 
but by a formidable ntivy. U is on the docks 
and in the harbours of Europe, that the baflions 
and ramparts of the American colonies mutl be 
laifcd. While the mother-country ftieltcrs them, 
as it were, under the wings of her ftilps ; fo long 
as Ihe fiiall fill up with her fleets the vafi interval 
that fepwates her from thefu iflands, the offspring 
ol her induflry and power, her parental attention 
to their proCpenty will fccurc their attachment to 
her. In future, therefore, the maritime forces 
will be the great ohycG that wdl attraO: the altcn* 
tion of all proprietors of land in America. Eu- 
ropean policy generally fccures the froniicTS of 
flatcs by fortified towns; but for mpritimc powers, 
there ought, perhaps, to be citadels in the cen- 
ter, and fl.ips on the circumference. A com- 
mercial 
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mtrcnl .(land, indeed, xvants no 

Her nmpart is the fee, "’''f' 

fafet), her fubfiftence, ^'='; "'f* ’ Lrc to 

at her command, and aU the clemc P 

’’'ir.h,r\"r^^a7breat Bn.am hate 

undertaken ani thing, ttiththcgrc , , r p 

fneeers. Her idands tvere fecurc tvhde thofc ot 
her titals were open to •’"“Jj®"- . 

which the EngUfh had concci'c j .-(--..red the 

lour, the terrorwh.eh.hcirarmshad 

fruits of a fortunate experience oKheIr 

admirals , the number and the jifumcnt 

mull Lie been anmhila'ted ^mg Jj5 cnlm 
«K“^nrep•^nbP ^'"["'[^/'’"'Wbrthe pu- 

fo many tncitctrcnis to xvar j„,i. i-jei by 

by their aflivc ambition, ha\c c Anic- 

Ih'e retolulion 'all. detached 

Tjca from ihcir empire , ou «#MUhv and 

the iflands, whieh ate t 

hate been placed by ’"iVam ofUtcriy, 

great conliiicnt, wliieli n hate cultitaltd 

Llet feeu-ed to the natmns • 
them ? It IS in the po » 

,he fpirit of theuett repub!ms. tto^^^_^^^^_^j^_ 

dcaNour to explore the iccrct o 

dm) 
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book XV. 


Setthmcnt tj the French in Nerth Americn. Upon 
what Bajis was founded the Hopes of their Frof- 
pentp. Canfequence of thefe Settlements. 


^ 'xv ''' '''•'ted thofe regions 

' — I the fun arc perpendicu- 

lar. Wc (hall now pafs on to thofe where they 
arc obi, quo. It ,s no longer gold which our ra- 
pacious and cruel Europeans are going in fcaich 
of at fo great a dillance from their country. If 
they again crofs the feas, it will be for a lefs ex- 
travagant motive, it will be towithdrawthem- 
felve from the calammes of their ow n regions, 

ah " ’em” “h 

unon til ? ' 'tt fearch of animals 

fomds in mountains, and in the midfi of 

forent, m order to Hr, p them of their valuable 

The favage polfcITors of the regions wc are 
gomg to pervade, arc not a race o®f SLrnera c 
men, without ftreneth of hnf!v ^ 

nenoTL^S"’,-’ !' f'cn indi- 

genous tn all climates; ,t grows equally in the 

phlnsi 
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plains, and upon the rocks ; under the ardour ofs o^C 
the line, under the fnows of the pole, and in the 
tcmpcraic interval which divides them. Doth the ' ^ 
generality of this phaenomcnon point out in all 
parts a tendency of the ignorant and timid man 
•towards the author of his cxillcncc, and the dif* 
pofer of good and evil? Doth it indicate the anxi- 
ety of a child feeking his father in the dark? 

Spaik was miftrefs of the rich empires ^ of Reafom 
Mexico and Peru ; of the gold of the New World, 
and of almofl all South America. The Poriu- French* 
guefe, after a long fcrics of viflorics, defeats, 
enterprifes, miftnkes, conijucJls, and JojTes, hodp^S,'pj 
kept the moll valuable fctilements Jn Africa, inihepUn 
India, and in the Brazils. The French govern- 
inent had not even conceived it pollible to cft3*li. theN. 
blilh colonics, or imagined that any advantage 
could be derived from having polTcnions in thofe 
didant regions. 

Their ambitious views were turned entirely to- 
wards Italy. Some ancient claims on iheMilancfc 
and the two Sicilies bad involved them in exmen- 
five wars, in which they had been engaged for a 
long lime. Their internal commotions diverted 
them flill more from the great objeft of cftablilh- 
ing a didant and extenfive commerce, and from 
the idea of inercafing their dominions by acqui- 
fttions in the Eaft and Weft Indies. 

The authority of kings, though not openly 
contefted, was oppofed and eluded. Some remains 
of the feudal government were ftill fubfifting: 
and many of it’s abofes had not yet been abolith- 
cd. The prince was continually employed in rc- 
flraining the rcrtlcfs fpirit of a powerful nobility, 

^Toft of the provinces that compofed the mo- 
narchy were governed by diftinfl laws and forms 
of their own. ^very focicty, every order in the 

ftatc. 
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BOOKftale, enjoyed peculiar privileges, vsluch were 
either perpetually contefted, or carried to cxccfs. 

''~^The government was a complicated tnachine, 
which could only be. regulated by the manage- 
ment of a variety of delicate fprlngs. The court 
was frequently under a ncccflity of hating rc- 
courfe to the Ihameful rcfourccs of intrigue and 
corruption, or to the odious means of oppreflion 
and tyranny j and the nation vvas continually ne- 
gotiating with the prince. Regal authority was 
unlimited, without having received the fanftion 
of the laws; and the.pcoplc, though frequently 
* too independent, bad yet no fecurity for their li- 
berty. Hence arofc continual jealoufies, appre- 
licnfions, and Aruggles. The whole attention of 
the government was not dire£lcd to the welfare of 
the nation, but to the means of enflaving it. The 
people were fenfible of their wants, but ignorant 
of their powers and refources. They found their 
rights alternately invaded or trampled upon by 
their nobles or their fovercigns. 

Errors Fkance, therefore, fullered the Spaniards and 
f”rtu™er I’of^^guefc to difeover new worlds, and to give 
■which ren- laws to Unknown nations. 'J'heir attention was at 
deredrae- length cxcitcd by admiral Coligny, a man of tlie 
Srirfl* ^noll cMenfivc, Ready, and aftivc genius, that 
expediii- gvcr flourillicd in that powerful empire. This 
Frorchm politician, attentive to the intcrefts of .his 

the New Country, even amidft the horrors of a civil war, 
Hemit- John Ribaud to Florida, in x 562. Tills vaA 
^ 'tra< 5 l of North America then extended from 
Mexico to the country which the rnglilh have 
fince cultivated under the name of Carolina. The 
Spaniards had palTed over it in 1512, but without 
fettling there. Thcqiottrcs that engaged thenx 
to make this difeovery, and thofe which in- 
I . duced 
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dutcd them to rclinqmfii it, arc equally unac-BO 
countable. • ^ 

All the Indians of the Carlbbec iflands be-' ^ 
Heved, upon the credit of an ancient tradition, 
that nature had concealed a fprlng, or fountain, 
fomeuhere on the continent, the waters of which 
had the property of rcftorifig youth to all old 
men who were fo fortunate as to talfe of lliem. 

The notion of immortality was always the pallion 
of mankind, and the comfort of old age* This 
idea delighted the romantic imagination of the 
Spaniards, The lofs of many, \Vho were the vic- 
tims of their credulity, did not difcouragc tlie 
red. Tar from furpctling that the firfl had pc- 
rilhed in an attempt. Of which death nould prove 
the mod certain cbnfcqucnce, ility concluded 
that they did not return, becaufe they had found 
the art of enjoying perpetual youth, and had dif- 
covered a fpot fo delightful^ tliat they did not 
chufc to leave it. 

PoNCR DC Leon was tlic inoft famous of the 
navigators who were infatuated with this chime- 
ileal idea. Pully perfuaded of the exiftcncc of 
a third world, the conqueft of which was referv- 
cd to advance his fame? but thinking that the 
remainder of his life was too fliort for the im- 
menfe career that was opening before him, he 
rcfolvcd to endeavour to renew it, and recover 
that youthful vigour fo neceflary to Ins defigns. 

He immediately bent biS courfc towards tljofe 
cUtnates where fable had placed the Fountain of 
youth, and dilcovered Florida ; from whence he 
returned to Porto-H'tco, vifibly more adv'aiiced 
in \cars than when he fet out. Thus chance hn* 
morialired the name of an adventurer, who made 
areal difcovcry, merely by being m purfufCof an 

imaginary one. His fate was the fame as that of 
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B O o K the alchymifl, who, while he is fcarching for gold 
XV. which he docs not find, difcovers fome valuable 
thing which he was not fccking after. 

There is fcarcc any ufcful and important difeo- 
very made by the human mind, that has not been 
rather the effeft of a rcftlcfs imagination, than of 
induftry excited by refleftion. Chance, which is 
the imperceptible courfeof nature, is never at reft, 
and afihls all men without difiinftion. Genius 
grows weary, and is foon difeouraged ; it falls to 
the lot only of a few, and exerts itfclf merely at 
intervals. It*s utmoft efforts frequently ferve on- 
ly to throw it in the way of chance, and invite it's 
aflvftancc. The only difference between a man of 
genius and one of common capacity is, that the 
former anticipates and explores what the latter 
accidentally hies upon. But even the man of ge- 
nius hicnfelf more frequently employs the advan- 
tages which chance prefents to him. It is the 
lapidary who gives the value to the diamond, 
which the pcafanthas digged up without knowing 
it's worth. 

The Spaniards had ncglcflcd Florida, becaufc 
they did not difcovcr there, cither the fountain 
that was to make them all grow young, or gold, 
which haftens the period of old age. The French 
found there a more real and valuable treafurej a 
clear ffy, a fruitful foil, a temperate climate, 
and favages who were lovers of peace and hofpi- 
tality ; but they thcmfclvcs were rot fcnfiblc of 
the worth of thefe advantages. Had they fol- 
lowed the direflions of CoUgn) ; had they tilled 
the ground, which only wanted the affiftancc of 
man to call forth it's treafurcs ; had a due fubor- 
dination been maintained among the Europeans j 
had not the rights of the natives of the country 
bcen^iolatcd j a colony might have been founded, 

which 
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ivhich in time woUld have become flourifhing and B 0 0 K 
permanent. But fuch prudent mcafurcs were not . 
to be expefted from the levity of the French. 

The provifions were lavifircd ; the fields were not 
fown ; tlie authority of the chiefs was difregarded 
by untraftablc fubalterns; thepafijon for hunting 
and war engroffed all their attention ; in a word, 
every duty was neglected. > 

To complete their' misfortune, the civil dif- 
turbanccs in France diverted the fubjccls from an 
undertaking which had never engaged the atten- 
tion of government. Theological difputcs ali- 
enated the minds and divided the hearts of all 
ranks of people. Government had violated that 
facred law of nature, which enjoins all men to 
tolerate the opinions of tbetr ielloW'creatures ; 
and the rules of policy, winch are inconfi/Ienc 
with an unfcafonable e:£ertiou of tyranny. The 
reformed religion had made great progrefs in 
France, whcnitw'as pcrfccuted; a confidcrablc 
part of the nation was involved in the proferjp- 
lion, and took up arms. ^ 

’ Spain, though not Icfs intolerant, bad pre- 
vented religious difturbanccs, by fuffering the 
clergy to affumc that authority which has been 
‘continually incrcafing, but which, for the future, 
will be conftantly on the decline. The inqui- 
fition, always ready to oppofe the leall appear- 
ance of innovation, found means to prevent the 
Proteftant religion from making it’s way Into the 
kingdom, and by this means fpared itfelf the 
trouble of extirpating it. Philip H. wholly tak- 
en up with America, and accuftotned to confidcr 
himfelf as the foie proprietor of it, being in- 
formed of the attempts, made by fomc French- 
men to fettle there, and of their being negfedlcd 
by their own government, fitted out a fleet from 

Cadiz 
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jj o o Iv Cadiz to dcftroy ilicm Mcncndez, who \\ as the 
, cotnwandcr of it, landed in I londa, uh'-ic he 

found the enemies he went m fcarch of fettl'd at 
Carolina fort lie attacked all their uurt.ncli- 
jnents, earned them fvvord m Irnd, nd made ? 
dreadlul maHacre. Thofe wlio cfcaped the r-^pc 
of the fuord avert hanged on a tree, a/uh this in 
fcnption Net as Ffnehnen^ but as bercites. 

Tar from feeking to rticngc tins mfult, the 
jniniflryof diaries iX* fcctctly rejoiced at tne 
nufcarriagc of a project, which, though they had 
approved it, was not countenanced by them , bc- 
caufc It had been contrived b) the licad of the 
Huguenots, and might refleft honoir on their 
party, i he indignation of the publjc only con- 
firmed them in their refolution of (hewing no 
refentment It was refen ed for a priiate 
man to excite what the ftaie ought to have 
done. 

Dominic de Gour curs, born at mount Marfan 
m Gafeony, a Ikilful and intrepid fcaman, an 
enemy to the Spaniards, from whom he had re- 
ceived perfonal injuries, paDionately fond of his 
country, of hazardous cxpediiions, and of glory, 
fold his eftate, built feme fhips, and witn a fcleft 
band of bis own (lamp, embarked to attack the 
murderers n Florida He drove them from all 
their pods with incredible valour and aSivity^ 
defeated them in every rencounter, find, by way 
of retaliation for the contemptuous mfultthcy had 
(hewn, hung them up on trees , with this infcnp- 
tion Not as Spaniards, Init as ajfajfins 

l^AD the Spaniards been content with tnalTa- 
cring the French, the latter would never have 
had recourfc to foch cruel rcpnfals, but they 
were offended at the infcnption, and werp guilty 
of an atrocious aft, m revenge for the derifion to 

which 
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which they had been expofed. This is not the book 
only inftance in hiftory which may lead one ^ _j 
to imagine, that it is not the thing that has 
made the word, but the word that has made the 
thing. * 

Tiir expedition of the brave dc Gourgucs was 
attended with no further confcqucnces. lie blew 
up the forts he had taken, and returned home, 
either ior want of prmifions fufficient to enable 
him (0 remain in Florida, or becaufe he forefaw 
that no foccours uerc tobec\pe£lcd from France; 
or thought that fricndHiip with the natives would 
ia(l no longer than the means of purchafing it, or 
that he uould be attacked by theSpaniards. He 
was recciNcd by all true p.attiols with the ap- 
plaufe due to nis merit; but*ncglc£led by the 
court, uhich was too dcfpolic and fupcrftitious 
;iot to ftand in awe of virtue. 

From the year 15^7, when this intrepid Gaf- 
coon evacuated Florida, the French neglcfied 
America. Bewildered in a chaos of unintelli- 
gible doctrines, they loft their rcafon and their 
'humanity. The mildeft and moft fociablc people 
upon earth became the moft barbarous and fan- 
.guinary. Scaffolds and flakes were infufiicient; 

-as they all appeared criminal in each other’s c>es, 
they were ail mutually ^iflims and c'cecutioncrs. 

After having condemned one another to eternal 
deftruftion, the) afTaffmalcd each other .at the in- 
.ftigation of their pricfls, who breathed .nothing 
,hut the fpirit of revenge and bloodftied. At 
length, the generous Henry foftened the minds 
.of his fubjcils ; his compaflion and tcndernefs 
made them feel their own calamities; he revived 
-their fondnefs for the fwcets of focial hfe; he 
^prevailed upon them to lay down their arms; 

> J „ , and 
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BOOKand they confentcd to live happy under his pa- 
rental laws. ' , 

' In this ftatc of tranquillity and freedom, under 
a king who poflefTed the confidence of his people, 
they began to turn their thoughts to fomc ufcful 
projefts, and undertook the cftablifhraent of co- 
lonics abroad, Florida was the firft country that 
naturally occurred to them. -Except Fort St. 
Augufline, formerly built by the Spaniards, at 
the diflance of ten or twelve leagues from the 
French colony, the Europeans had not a finglc 
fettlcmcnt in all ihat-vaft and beautiful country. 
The inhabitants were not a formidable fet of men ; 
and the foil had every promifing. appearance of 
fertiUty. It was likewife reported to be rich in 
gold and filvcr mines, both thofe metals having 
been found there; whereas, in fafl, they came 
from fome ilnps that had been cad away upon 
the coads. Ihe remembrance of the great ac- 
tions performed by fomc Frenchmen could not 
yet be crafed. Probably the French themfclvcs 
were rather afraid of .irritating Spain; which was 
not yet difpofed to futfer the lead fettlcmcnt to be 
made on the Gulph of Mexico, or even near ir. 
Thedangcr of provoking a nation, fo formidablcin 
thofe parts, determined them to keep at a didance 
as much as polllblc, and therefore they gave the 
preference to the more northern parts of America: 
that road was already chalked out, 

TTie Francis I. had fent out Verazani, a Floren- 
>5“3» ^ ifland 

vwwito- of Newfoundland, and fomc coads of the comi- 
ntjnt ; but made no day there. 

- EubvEN years after, James Cartier, a Ikilful 
navigator of St Malo, refumed the projefts of 
Verazani. The two nations, which had fird landed 
in America, exclaimed againd the injudicc of 

treading 
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'treading In (hcirfoolfteps* TTbat! faid Francis I.B O q k 
pleafantly, Jhall ibt kin^s of Spain and Porluzal , , 
guietly divide all America hetxeen them, wtheut fuf~ 
fering vie to take a Jbare at tbeir brother f 1 xuould 
fain fee the article of Adair^t will that bequeaths 
‘that vajl inheritance to them. 

' Cartier proceeded further than his prcdcccf- 
for. He went up the river St^ Lawrence; but, 

•after having bartered fotnc European commodi-* 
tics with the favages for fomc of their furs, he 
Te*embarkcd for France; where an undertaking, 
which feemed to have been entered upon merely 
from imitation, was ncglc^cd from levity. 

It happened fortunately that the Normans, the 
Britons, and the Bifeayans, continued to carry oil 
the cod‘filhcry on the great fand-bank along the 
’coafts of Newfoundland, and in all the adjacent 
latitudes. ‘ Thefe 'intrepid and c.xperienccd men 
ferved as pilots to the adventurers who, iince the 
year 1598, have attempted to fciilc colonics in 
ihofc defert regions.- None of thofc firll fcltlc- 
ments profpered, bccaufc they were all under the 
dircilion of cxclufivc companies, which had nei- 
ther' abilities to chufe the beil Htuations, nor a 
XufEcient capital to wait for • their returns. Ond 
monopoly followed another in a rapid fuccefiion 
without any advantage ; they were purfued with 
greedinefs, without a plan, or any means to carry 
them into execution. All ihcfc different com* 
panics ’ fucceflively ruined thcmfelves; and the 
ftate was no gainer by their lofs. Thefc numer- 
ous expeditions had coft France more men, more 
money, and more fliips, than other ftates would 
.have expended in the foundation of great em- 
pires. <At lall Samuel dc Champlain went a con- 
fidcrable way up the river St. Lawrence ; and, 

4n 1608, upon the-borders of that river laid 

Vox.. V, L the 
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J5 O O K the foinulatjon of QucbccJ 'wIjjcIi became llie 
origin,’ center, and ^capital, of New Trance, or 
Canada. i ‘ ‘ 

Ina unbounded track, that opened itfclf to 
the Mcw of the colony;, difcovercd only dark, 
thick, and deep forefts, the height of which alone 
was a proof of their antiquity. Numbcrlcfs large 
rivers came down from a confidcrablc diftance to 
water thefc immcnfc regions. The intervals bc- 
iwcen them ‘were full of lakes. Tour of thefc, 
incafurcd from two to live hundred leagues in 
circumference. Thefc fort of inland fcas com- 
municated with each other; and their waters, af- 
ter forming the great rucr St. Lawrence, confi- 
derably incrcafcdt the bed of the ocean. Every 
thing in this rude part of >the New World appear- 
ed grand 'and fublime. i Nature here difplayed 
foch luxuriancy and majedy as commanded re* 
deration , and a multitude of Wild graces, far 
fupetior to the artificial beauties of ourxhmatcs. 
Here the imagination of a painter or a poet would 
have been raifcd, animated, und filled with thofc 
ideas which leaver lafting imprcffion on the mind. 
All thefc cdunirics exhaled an air fit to prolong 
life.' Thi» temperature^ which, froiq-the pofitioii 
of the climate, mull have been crtrcmcly'iplca- 
lant, loft nothing of iT$ wholefomcncfsibythcfc- 
Ventyof along andJintenfe winter.- fThofe who 
impute this merely to therwoods,3fpnngs,f and 
mountains, with which this country abounds, have 
not taken e\ cry thing into confidcration Others 
add to thefc caufes of the cofd, the elevation of 
the land, a pure acnal atmorpherc,ifeldDm load- 
ed with vapours , and thcdircftion of tho^ winds, 
which blow from North to South over feas always 
frozen.’' J J I ci.7 

1 / -3 > - <1 1 Not- 
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NoTAviTiiSTANDmo thls,thc inhabitants of tbisB o o K 
fliarp and bleak climate \7crc but thinly clad. Be- , 
fore their intcrcourfc with us, a cloak of bufialoGoTem- 
or bca\cr fkih, bound with a leathern girdle, and ment.cuf- 
ftockings made of a roc-buck*s Ikin, was the 
whole of their drefs. The additions they hatcandkars/ 
fince made, give great offence to their old men, 
who arc ever lamenting the degeneracy of their inS«d 

manners. Canada. 

Few of thefc favages knew any thing of huf- 
bandry ; they only culti\ ated maize, and that they 
left entirely to the management of the women, as 
being beneath the dignity of independent men. 

Their bittcreft imprecation agamff an enemy, was 
the fame as the curfe pronounced by God agamft* 
the firft man, ibathe might be reduced to till the 
ground. Sometimes they would condefeend to 
go a fifliing j but their chief delight, and the ' 
employment of all* their life, was hunting. For 
this purpofe the whole nation went out as they 
did to war } every family marched in fearch of 
fuftenancc. They prepared for the expedition by * 

fe\crc faffing, and never ffirred out till they bad 
implored the alEftancc of their gods ; they did 
not ptay for ffrength to kill the bcaffs, but that 
they might be fo fortunate as to meet with them. 

None ftaid behind except infirm and old men ; all 
the reft fallicd forthi the men to kill the game, 
and the women to dry and bring it home.’- The 
winter was with them the fincll fcafon of the 
year; the bear, the roc-buck, the ftag, and the 
xlk, could not then run with any degree of fwift- 
nefs, through fnow that was four or h^ e feet deep. 

The favages, who were flopped neither by the 
bufhes, the torrents, the ponds, nor the rivers, 
and who could out-run moll of thefwfter animals, 
were fcldom unfucccrsful in the chacc. When 
L 2 they 
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BOO Ktlicy were without game, thej lived upon acorns , 
* X' and, for want of tlicfe; fed upon the Pip or inner' 
'ikm that grovvs between the wood and the bark of 
the afpm tree, and the birch 

iNthcinlcTvM between thevr hunting parties, 
they made or mended their bows and arrows, the 
rackets for running upon the fnow,andthc canoes 
for croffing the lakes and rivers Thefc travel- 
ling implements, and a few earthen pots, were the 
only fpccimcns of art among thefc wandering na- 
tions Ihofe, who were collcftcd m towns, ad- 
ded to thefc the hbours rcquifitc for their feden 
lary way of life, for the fencing of their huts, 
md fccuring them from being attacked. The 
favaces, at that period, ga\e themfeUes up to 
total inaction, m the mod profound fecunty. 
The people, content with their loi, and fatisfied 
with what nature afforded them, were unacquaint- 
ed with that rcdlcffncfs which arifcs from a fenfe 
of our own weaknefs, that loathing of ourfelves 
and every thing about us, that ncccfllty of flying 
from folitude, and cafing ourfelves of the burthen 
of life by throwing It upon others 
Their ftaturc m general was beautifully pro- 
portioned, but they had more agility than drength, 
and were more fit to bear the fatigues of the 
cliacc than hard labour Their fcaturci were re- 
gular, and there was a kind of ficrccnefsin their 
afpeft, which they contra&ed in war and hunt- 
ing Their complexion Was of a copper colour , 
"and they derived n from nature, by which all 
men who arc conflantly expofed to the open atf 
arc tanned This complexion was rendered fliU 
more difa^rccablc b/ the abfurd cudom ihat pre- 
lails among favages, of painting their bodies and 
faces, Cither to diftiHguilh each other at a dif- 
tance, to render themfclves more agreeable to 

their 
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their miilrcncs, or more formidable in war. Be»B o o K 
fide this vamilh, they rubbed thcmfclvcs with ihc 
fat of quadrupeds, or the oil of filh, a cufiom 
common and ncccflary among them, m order to 
prevent the intolcnbic ftings of gnats and mfed^s, 
that fwarm m uncultivated countries. Thefe oint- 
ments were prepared .and mixed up utth certain 
red juices, fuppofed to be a deadly poifon to the 
mofehetos. Uo thefe fcvcral methods of anoint- 
ing ibemfclves, which penetrate and difcolour 
the fk.in,,may be added, the fumigations they 
made m their huts againfl thofe infcfts, and the 
fmokc of the fires they kept all the winter to' 
warm thcmfclvcs, and to dry their meat. This 
was fufficicnt to make them appear frighifu) to 
our people, though beautiful, without doubt, or 
at lead not difagreeable to themfclves. I heir 
fight, fmcH, ,and hearing, and all their fenfes, 
were remarkably quick, and gave them early 
notice oft their dangers and wants. Thefe were 
few, but their difcafcs were flill fewer. They 
hardly kneve of any but what were occafioned by 
too violent cxcrcifc, or eating too much after long 
abdmencc. 

They were not a very numerous people , and 
pofiibly this might be an advantage to them Po- 
Iiflicd n'ltions mud widi for an mcrcafc of popu- 
lation, becaufc, as they arc governed by ambi- 
tious rulers, who arc the more inclined to war 
from not being pcrfonally engaged m it, they arc 
under a neccfiity of fighting, either to invade or 
rcpulfc their neighbours , and becaufc they ne\er 
have a lutficicnt extent tcrriforj ca fficir 

enterpnfing and evpenfivc way of life. But uii- 
conncflcd nations, who ire alv\ays wandering, 

• and guarded by the deferts which divide them , 
who can fly when they arc attacked, and whofc 

poverty 
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BOO Kpoverty prcrcrvcS''thcni 'from committing or Tu{^ 
fcrmg any injufticc j' fuch'fdvage ’nations do rioi 
feel the want of numbers.’! Perhaps nothing-more" 
is requiVed, than' 'to ’ be' able-to- refill the’wild 
beads j 'occafibnally to' 'drive away ah' 'ihfignifi- 
t'anf enemy,* and - mutually 'to aflift 'cacK othcri 
Had ‘thcy.beeti -mbre populous',’- they would ''tlic 
fooricV'bavc exliaufted the'cbiintry theylrihabitcd, 
and ’have been forced to rcrhbVe’ in 'fcarch bf -ailo- 
’therV th'cbhlyjbri''at tlca{l,''tbc-grcatcrt mlsfor* 
.tune atten'ding’thcif ^ccarioiis 'way of' life. ^ ^ • 
/• 'Independent 'of thefc fcneClIons,’ which pof- 
ftbly did'not ’occur' fo-ftrbngly to thcTavagcs of 
Canadai the nature of things was' alone ‘fufficient 
to check their incfcafc‘.‘'’Though’’tHcy lived in a 
country' abounding'in game and fi(h; yet. in fotne 
feafonSj-and fomctimcs'fo'r whole yearsl- this'fc- 
foufee failed them : andTamlne then occafioned a 
great dcftruflibn^among-pcople who werc'af too 
great a diftance to alBfl each other.; Their wars', 
or tranfient hbflilitie's, thc'rcfult bf forMer anlmo* 
Tities', were' very deftruflive. Mc'n’Gonflantlyac- 
'cuflomed ’to hunt'fbr thcir-rubriflcncc/‘to'leaf lii 
, pieces the animal they had overtaken, tb'Iicarthc 
cries "of death, ’un'd fccthcfliedding'ofblood/inafl 
liavc been dill more’eruel in ’v'ar, irponibIe,'-than 
OUT own people^' who ‘live partly’ bn'vcg'ctables. 
In'a wordi" nouvitliftahding’ dll that has bcch'faid 
in favour of inuring clilldrcn to‘hardfiiips',’whfd\ - 
mined Peter the. Great to. fueb a 'degree, ‘that he 
ordered that rione^orhis failorS'childr^' fiiould 
drink any thing bm''fca-watcr'(an'’cxpcr}m«ii- 
'which prove'd fatal to all -who tried it) ; it is cer- 
tain, that n great 'many' young favages perilhcd 
through hunger, thirfl,'Cold, and fatigue."- Even 
tliofc tihofc conllitutidn wa's flrong -cnouglr ‘lo 
bear thcufual cxcrcifcs-oF thofe cltmaics, 'to fwlin 

•I over. 
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over thtbrSadeft riversjto gdttvo Ii'uhdrcd leagues B o o K 
on a humingj party, to live many' days'^x^ ithout , 
fieep, to fubfift a confTdcrablc time'XMthoui any 
food ; Tuch men muft hax'c been cxbaufted, and 
totally unfit for the purpofes of generation.! Few 
were fo long-lived as our*pe6p!c, whofc manner 
of Jivingiis more uniform and tranquil^ / > ; - 
• ThK auftcrity of a Spartan education*;'^ the cuf- 
tom of inuring childrcnno hard labour and'coarfe 
-food has been produftitx -of ^dangerous miftakes. 
Philofopbcrs, defirous' of Alleviating the itiifcries 
incidcntitoirnankind,'‘havc endeavoured' to com- 
'fort the wretched wlio have been dooiqcdto a life 
of hardChips,' by perfuading them that it was the 
tnoft ‘whpkfome.anH' the belt/ The tiijh have 
eagerly adopted "a fyfiem, which fervedto render 
them inrenfible to'tbefufTcnngs of the p6or and 
tO'difpenfe thcmifrom the duties of humanity 
and companion.* .But it is an error to imagine, 
that men who are cmplo)cd inJthef'morc labo- 
rious arts of fociety, 4ixc as long aStthofewho 
enjoy tfic fruit of th^irftoih Moderate labo’ur 
ftrcngthcris the human frame; exceflive labour 
impairs it.' A pcafant’ is' an "old -man at fixty ; 
while theinhabitafits of tdwnspiwho Inc'in afflu- 
ence, and with feme degree of modcrationj'fre- 
qucntly attam fo-fouffedre and - upward! ^ Even 
men of letters, whofe cmplm’ments arc by no 
means favourable to health, afford many inftances 
of longevity'. Let not then our modern writing* 
propagate this'falfe and cruel error, to fcduce the 
rich to difrcgard the groans of the poor, and to 
•transfer all, their tendemefs' from their laflals to 
their dogs and horfes.' » » ^ i 

Three original langua^suerc fpoken m Cana- 
da, the Algonquin, tlic Sioux, and ilic Huron, 

They were conhdered as primutxc languages, b-- 
. caufc 
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BOO Kcaufc each of them contained many,of:thofc im!-. 
tativc words, {which convey an idea ofothings by • 
found. The dialcfts derived from them, were nearly 
as numerous as their towns. No abflraft terms i 
‘were found in ihcfc languages, bccaufcthc infant '' 


mind of ihcfavagcsfcldom extendsit’s view beyond 
the prcfcnt.objcft'and the prefent time; tand, as 
they have but few ideas, they fcldom uant to'rc-'^’ 
prefent fcvcral, under one and the famcufign. Be- 
fidcs, the language of thefc people, almoft always 
animated by a quick, Ample, and ftrong fcnfatlon, 
excited by the great fccncs of nature, contrafled a 
lively and poetical caft from their ftrong anduQivc 
imagination. The .aftonilhment ,and admiration 
which proceeded from their ignorance, gave them ’ 
aftrongpropcnfitytocxaggcration. Theyexprefled 
what they faw ; their language painted, as it were, 
natural objefls in drong colouring ; and their dif- 
courfes were quite pifturcfquc. For want of terms * 
agreed upon 'to denote certain compound or com- 
plex ideas, they made ufc of figurativccxprellions. i ' 
What was ftiU wanting in fpccch,ibcyifupplicd by 
thcirgcflurcs, thciratmudcs,thcir bodily motions, 
andjthc modulations of tbc-voicc. The boldcft- 


metaphors were more familiar to them in common’ 


converfation, than they arc even in epic poetry in 
the European languages. Their fpccchesrin'public 
5iffcmblic8, particularly, were full oF images, 
energy, and pathos. No Greek or Roman orator 
ever fpokc, perhaps, with more flrcngth and fub- 
Vimity than one of thcir.chicfs. It was thought 
ncccilary to perfoadethem to remove at a diftance 
from their native foil. Wewere bortty fatd he, cn 
ibtsfpoty our fathert U< tuned in it. Shall luejay 
to the bones of our fathers^ \ Artfcy and eoire luitb us 
)nio a foreign l^ndt , / r t , , 
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Irmay'cafily be imagined, .that fuch natJonsB 0 0 K* 
:ould not be fo gentle nor fo wwk as tbofe oF.' 

South America. They fliewcd that they had that 
degree of aflivity and ftrength which the people 
of the northern nations always poflcfsj'Unlcfs they 
arc, like the Laplanders, of a very different fpc- 
cics from our*s. They had but juft attained to 
that’ degree of knowledge and civilization, to * 
which indinft. alone may lead men in'thefpace 
of a few years ;> and it is among fuch 'people that 
a philofophcr mayi ftudy man in a^ftate of 
nature. ’ r j* ' ** ■ . - 

.'They were divided into feverat fmall nations, 

.Vrhofe form of government "was nearly fimilar.* 

Some had hereditary .chiefs ; others defied them 5 
the greater part were only dircflcd by their old 
men. They were mere’ afTociations, formed by 
chance, and alwaysifree 5 and though united, they 
were bound by no lie. The will of individuals 
'was not even overruled by the general one. All 
decifions were confidcred only as matter of ad- ’ 
vice, which was not binding,'for enforced by 
any penalty. If, in one of thefe fingular repub- 
lics a man was condemned* to death, it was ra- 
ther a kind of, war againft a common enemy, than 
an aft of jufticc cxercifed againft a fubjeft or a 
fellow-citizen. Inftead of coercive power, good 
manners, example, .education, a rerpeft for old 
men, a parental .afTcftion, maintained peace in 
thefe focictic?, where there was neither law.nor ' 
property. Rcafon, which bad not been miflcd by 
prejudice, or corrupted by paftion, as it is with 
us ferved them inftead of moral precepts and re- 
gulations of police. . Harmony and fecurlty were 
maintained without the interpofition of govern-., 
ment. Authority never incroached ‘upon that 
powerful inftinft of nature, the love of indc- 
^ pcndenccj 
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'fi p o Kp&n^cnce’j -which, 'cn%Mcn^d*'by "rfeafon^ 'pro- 
hS the l6>^c?of equality^ uj-vc- --"r 
•llENCE'afifes thattcgam which thtjfavagcs^h'avc 
for icach’othcrl- JlTicy’ldvilh' their^exp'reffions of 

• efteem, "and expert ' the in ^ return.*:- -Thiy 
arc obliging, ’{but -rcfcrvcd ; ' -the/ wcigh’jjthcir 
Wrds^ and'liften’ with’* great’ attention.* '"•I’hcir 
! gravity, 'wKich'appcars’likc a''kihd of ■melancholy; 

' is pariicularly'obfcfi>ablc'‘irt thei? national a'flcm- 

blies/' Every orfcfpeaks in’his tUrn;^ according to 
bis “age, -cxpCrifcflcfejVand ferviccs/’* No one is 
’ ever inierruptedj-either by indecent refieftions^'or 
'ilUtinicd appladfcr *‘*rheir ’public* affairs .'arc ‘mi- 
'‘naged with ^fuch difintercftednefs'as :is Unknown 
■-in' our^governtnentsi where', the '\tclfarefef the 
.Ij1ate''i8= hardly -ever ’pro'inrolcd but' from ‘felfilh 
' ’views' or party Ipmt. -'•It'^is no''uncommon thing 
'to''hear''one of the’fe'favage foratoVs,‘rwhen ^Hls* 
fpeech-has tnet’'Vnh univcrfaV‘appIaufc?'telling 

■ ihofc' who*' agreed '‘tb-hW opinion, 'that -an'olher 

* .-man is -mbrefdcfcrving' of th’cirJcdnfidtfnee.'- 
'vfsTnis ^utufal refpeft arnong the'idfiabhants bf 
^,tli*c'fatne platcj pVci’aiU between* the fcVeral’^i*- 

■ tlonsVwHen they a^e nofin aftflal war. <The 'dc^ 
'puires''are*rcccivcd and treatSd With that friendfiiip 
itiiat Ts du'e lo men who' come to freaf Of peace* and 
.^lliancci '"'•‘Wahdering nations;>'\vhb haVe^rfOf'the 
lleaft-nbtion.of'increafing thcirtlerrUbt'y, -never nS- 

• fgociateifdr'’eoVjqueft, or for'ariy'ihfereftsJVcIativc 
'to^ominion'. ."Even thofd \vho Have /fixed fc'ttld- 
’ 'hientsj* never contend with’ others for coming itb 
dive in theif-di(lri£t,‘!p'rdv'idc'd' t!iey’'do‘not'niolefl 
‘ihcmi The earth; 'fay (hey/is 'made fdr all men ; 
‘-no onc'Muff pnOHs -the IkjTrT'-cif 'the 

V-politics, -'therefore, •»of* tht :favages,‘' confift in 
-forming 'leagues 4gatnft ’an"’ enemy' w1io”'is : to'o 
nmfncrous'o'r too’ftrong, -a'nd inifufp'eridlng hoflj- 

litics 
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litics that become too dcftnifluc. When theyBOOK 
hate agreed upon a truce or league of aunty, 

IS ratified by mutually e'cchangmg a belt, or 
firing of beads, aihich are a kind of fnail Ihells. 

The n hue ones are terj common, but the pur- 
ple ones, ashichare rare, and the black, avliieh 
are flill more fo, arc muchellcemcd 1 licj work 
them into a cylindrical form, bore them, and 
ihen make them Up into necklaces The branches 
arc about a foot long, and the beads' are Arung 
upon them one after another in a Araight line 
Ihc necklaces are broad belts, on Which the 
beads fire placed iii rows, and neatly tacked down 
with little Hips of leather The fizc, weight, and 
thlour bf thefe fiiclls, are adapted to the import- 
ance of the bufinefs '1 hey ferre as jewels, as re- 
tortls, and as annals They are the bond of union 
between nations and Individuals ‘^They are the fa- 
cred and inviolable pledgewhich ism confirmation 
of words, proinifes.a and treaties oThe chiefs of 
towns arc the keepers of thefe rcCOfdf They 
know their meaning , they interpret them , and 
by means of thefe fignS, they ttanfmil the hiAory 
of the Country to llic-fuccceding generation 
As the fa> ages polTefs no riches, they arc of 
4 bcne\olertt turn ‘A ftriking- mtlance of this 
fltipcars in the care thcy'takc of-their orphans, 

Vidows, and infirm people llie) liberally lharc 
their fcantjproMlKJn \Mlh thofe whofe crops ha\c 
failed or whb haTC bfetn unfuccefsful in hunting 
or fifiiing Their tables and their huts ire open 
night and day to ftrangers and travellers lliis 
generous horpitaliiy,Avhich makes tTif advantages 
of alirivate man a public bTcffing, is chiefly con- 
fpicuous m their entertainments ikfaiaigc claims 
fcrptfl, ’not fo much from what he poffefles, as 
from what he gi\63 Tlie v\ho1c ftock of 

- provifions 
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X O o Kprovifiorts collcQcd during a chacc that has !a(lcd 
fix months, is frequently expended in one day ; 

>^-v ' gives the entertainment enjoys more 

pleafurc than his goefts. ' , i =* i ^ 

None of the •writers who •hav'ctdcfcribed the 
manners of tlic favages have reckoned bencvolcnde 
among their virtues.'^' But / this may be owen to 
prejudice,' which has made them confound the. 
•antipathy arifing from refentment, with natural 
temper. ‘Thcfcjpeople neither love nor efteem 
the Europeans, nor arc thcy<vcry kind to them. 
The inequality of conditions, .which we think fo 
jicccffarydorthc well-being of ifdcicty, is, in their 
'opinion, ‘the greateft folly.* They arc (hocked to 
fee, that among us, one man has more property 
than feverai others collectively, and that tbis'firft 
injuftice is productive of a fccond, which is, that 
the man who has moft^richcs is on that account 
fihe mod refpeCted. But what appears to them a 
meannefs below the brute creation Is, that men 
'who are equal 1 by nature Ihould degrade them* 
fclves fo far as to idepend upon the will, or the 
caprice of another. The rcfpcCt;Wc Ihew to titles, 
dignities, and cfpecially to hereditary nobility, 
they call an infulr, an 'Outrage to human nature. 
Whoever knows how to guide ! a canoe, <to bpat 
an enemy, to build a huti to live upon little, to 
go a hundred leagues in'thc woods, \^ith no other 
guide than the wind and fun, or*any provlfion but 
a bow and arrow ; he aCts the part of a man, and 
what more* can*be cxpcCtcd of biro? That reft- 
'Icfs'^ difpofnion, which prompts-us to..crof8 fo 
many fcas in queft of Fugitive, advantages, appears 
to them rather the effeCt of, poverty than of in- 
duflry. Theylaughfat our'arts, our manners, 
and-all thofe • culloms whichjinfpirc us .with a 
greater degree; of vanity* in proportion as they re* 

« • . move 
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move US further from the Hate of nature. Their B 0 0 K 
franknefs and honelly is roufed to indignation 
the tricks and cunning which have been praSifed 
in our dealings with them. "-A multitude of other 
motives, fomc founded on prejudice, but fre- 
quently on rcafoti, have rendered the Europeans 
odious to the Indians. -They have made rcprifals, 
and are become harlli and cruel in their inter- 
courfe with us. The avcrfion and contempt they 
have conceived forour manncrs,'has always made 
them avoid our focicty. iWe have never been 
able to reconcile any of them to our indulgent • 
manner of living ; whereas we haveifcen foine 
Europeans forego all -the conveniences of civil 
life retire into the forells, and take up the bow 
and the club of the favage. - , i 

Aw innate fpitit orbcncvolcnce, however, fomc- 
times brings the ravages back to us.i At the be- 
Ginning ol t^e winter a French veffel was wrecked 
.unonalie rocks of Anticotti. The failors who had 
-efcaped the rigour of the feafon and the dangers of 
famine in this defett and favage iiland, built a 
hark out of the remains of their flop, which, in 
the-following fpring, conveyed them to the coh- 
tlnent iThey were obferved in a languid and ex- 
niring'llatc, by a hut filled with favages.. Sre- 
thrln raid the chief of this lonely family, addreOf- 
inghimlelf affcaionately totheiu, thtimicbed arc 
cjllllcdtliiiurfil:^ and car qffi/lance. We arc men, 
and the jmsforluaes incident to any cf the human race 
ciffchl us in the fame manner as if they 'mere our nun. 

'Ihefc humane csprellions were accompanied with 
' every token of fnendihip thefc generous favages 
•had in their power to Ihew. 

EuaoPEAvs, who arc foproudof your govern- 
menl, of your laws, of your inllitution3,iof your 
monuments, of every thing that you call your 

wifdom, 
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BOO K wfdom, fufFtrr riic to engage your attention for a 
. moment. I *have. juft deferibed, in aplainand'^ 

' artlefs way, the lUc and manners of the favages* 
I;have^not concealed from yoU their vices, nor 
have, I ’exaggerated their' virtues. I intreat you > 
to prderve tlie fenfations which my narrative hath 
iraifcd in you, till the, man of the firft genius, and 
of the greateft eloquence among you, fhall have 
prepared himfclf tO'dcfcribc^to^you, with all the 
llrcnglh and with all the magic of his colouring, 
the good and the evil of your civilized countries. ' 
His picture, will undoubtedly tranfport you with 
admiration; but do 'you>>imagine 'that it will' 
leave in your minds that delicious emotion which 
you experience at- prefent J • Will the writer in- ' 

‘ fpire you with thofe fcntimcnis of efteem, love, 
and veneration, which youjhave juft granted the 
favages? You would only bcimiferable favages 
if you were to live in the forefts, and ilie Ibweft 
of thc'favages would be a rcfpeSable man in your 
cities. ' • ‘ - ■ ' V t 1 ’•«' 

. One thing only wa§ wanting to complete the 
felicity of the Americans, and that was thp 
happinefs of 'being fond of ihcir wives. ' Nature 
hath in vain beftoWed on' their women a* good 
lhape, beauiifureycs^ plcafing features, and Jong 
black hair. AlT thefe' accocnpliflimcntS are- no 
longer regarded than'whftc they remain in a -ftatc 
of mdcpendciice. • They no fooncr fubintt to the 
matrimonial yoke, but* even their Imfband, who' 

% is' the only man they lo>c, grows infcnfiblc to 
.thofe charms they were fo liberal of before 'mar-' 
riage. The ftatc ot life, indeed to which this 
condition fubjcQs them, is by no means favour- 
able to beauty.' Their features alter, and they 
lofe at -once the dcfire and the power of plcafing. 
They are laborious, indefatigable, andvaflive. 
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BOOKamong men/ as among women, the growth of 

^ XV. long, fmooth, thick, ftrong, and fturdy hair. 

’ '' ^ Men who have little more beard than eunuch* 

have, cannot abound tn generating principles. 
The blood of tbefe people is watery and cold j 
the males have rometimes milk in their breads. 
Hence arifes' their tardy inclination to tlie fex; 

' their averfion for them at certain periods, and in 
times of pregnancy; and that feeble >and tranfi* 
ent ardour, which is excited only at certain fca- 
fons of the year. Hence arifes that qulckncfs of 
imagination, which renders them- fuperftitioos, 
fearful as children in 'the dark, and as much 
prone to revenge as women ; which makes them 
poets, and figurative in their dircourfc ; men of 
feeling, in a word, hut not of ftrong pafljons. 
Hence, in ftiort, hath proceeded that ‘want of 
population which hath always been obferved in 
them. They have few children, bccaufe they are 
* not fudiciently fond of women. And this is a na- 
tional defeS, with which the old men were incef- 
fantly reproaching the young people. i 

But may it not be faid, that the paflion of the 
. favages for women is Icfs languid from the nature 
of their conftitution, than from their moral cha- 
rafter? The plcafurcs of love are, too’cafily in- 
dulged among them, to excite any ftrong dc- 
fires. Accordingly, among ourfelves, it is not 
in thofe ages, where luxury encourages inconti- 
nence, that we fee the men inoft attached to the 
women, and the women bear the moft children. • 
In what country bath love ever been a fource of 
heroirm and virtue, when the womcn-have not 
encouraged their lovers to thefe purfults by chaftc 
•refufaU, and by the fliamc they had affixed to the 
■weaknefs of their fex ? It is at Sparta, at Rome, 
and even in France* in the ages of chivalry, that 

love 
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BOO Kwho arc Icfs inflamed with tnilita/y ardour, tlinn 

. with the cliarmsof beauty, yield to the temptation. 

But the truewarriors, who nave been early taught 
that an intercourfe with women enervates Ilrcngth 
and courage, do not furrender. It is not, there- 
fore, owen to natural defers tliat Canada is un- 
peopled, but to the track of life purfiicd by it’s in- 
liabitants. Tliough they arc as fit for procreation 
as our northern people, all their ftrength is em- 
ployed for their own prefervation. Hunger does 
not permit them to attend to the paflion of Io\e.' 
If the people of the fouth facrificc every thing to 
this latter defire, it is bccaufe the former is cafily 
fatisfied. In a country where nature is > cry pro- 
lific, and man confumes but little, all the Ilrcngth 
he has to fparc is entirely turned to population j 
which is likcwifc aflifted by the warmth of the 
climate. In a climate where men confumc more 
than nature affords them without pains, the 
time and the faculties of the human fpecies are 
exhaufied in fatigues that are detrimental to po- 
pulation. ' 

But a further proof, that the favages are not 
Icfs inclined to women than w’c arc. Is, that they 
arc much fonder of their children. Tlicirmothers 
fucklc them till they arc four or five years old, and 
fometimes till fix or feven. From their earheft 
infancy, their parents pay a regard to their natu-' 
ral independence, and never beat or chide them, 
left they fhould check that free and martial fpirit, 
which is one day to conllitute their principal cha- 
rafter. They even forbear to make ufe of ftrong 
arguments to perfuadc them, bcCaulc this would 
be in fome mcafurc a reftraint upon their will. 
As they arc only taught what they want toknosv, 
they are the Irappieft children upon earth. If they 
die, the parent? lament them with deep ^regret ; 
a - . - and 
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and will fometimes go fix mbnths after, to weepB o o K. 
over the grave of their child; and the mother ^ f 
will fprinklc it with her own milk. 

Tiic ties of friendfliip among the favages are 
more lading than thofe of nature. Friendfhip is 
not abfolutcly a duty, fmcc it cannot be com- 
manded : but it is a more agreeable, a more ten- 
der, and even a ftronger union, than thofe which 
are formed by nature, or by focial inditulions. 

All perfons who are connefted by that delightful 
fentiment, agree in giving mfitual advice to each 
other in difficult conjunftures j in adminidring 
comfort in misfortunes ; in granting aflidance in 
undertakings, and fuccours in adverfity. Imagi- 
nation, far from fecking to'diminifh the obliga- 
tions incumbent upon this virtue, delights in ex- 
aggerating them. It is thought that it cannot 
fubfid without an entire negicft of one’s felf, a 
total renunciation of all perfonal iniercds m fa- 
vour of the friend truly beloved. 

It is not given to all men to enjoy the fwcets of 
fricndlliip. Several can neither feel it thcmfclves, 
nor infpirc it to others, on account of the cold- 
nefs and diffnefs of their charaflcr. How is it 
podiblc that it fhould enter into the heart of the 
rich ? They have no other concern but their pre- 
fent opulence, the defire of incrcafing it, and the 
dread of lofing it. The powerful man requires 
none but flatterers, who fcarce can venture to 
ratfe their timid looks up to him ; and mean 
fouls, who fcrvilcly implore his protection. What 
plcafurc could he find in an intimate friendly 
conneflion, which the lowed clafs of citivcns 
might enjoy as well, or better than he ? The dilli- 
pated man is equally incap'’ble of ftrong or lad- 
ing afTcftion ; he is wholl) abforbed in Ihcw, and 
in a vartet) ol plcafurc*. lbs enjoyments arc ex- 
. ' M *z tcnul. 
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Ktcrnal, and his heart totally unconncfled with his 
attachments. 

FRrEKDSHip among favages is never broken 
by that variety of clalhing iutcrefts, which in'our 
focictics weaken even the tendered and the moft 
facred conneflion':. When a ‘man hath once 
made his choice, he depofits in the bread of his 
aflbeiate, his inmoft thoughts, his ferttiments, his 
projcfls, his forrows, and his joys. The two 
friends (hare every thing in common j their union 
'is for life; they fight fide by fide; and if one 
fhould fall, the other certainly expires upon the 
body of his friend. Hvco then, they chcrifh the 
flattering perCuafion, that their reparation will be 
only tnomcmafy, and that they (hall rejoin each 
other In another world, where they fliall never' 
part, and where they /hall perpetually render each 
other the nioft important fervjces. An Iroquois, 
who was a Chrillian, but who did not live ac- 
cording to the maxims of the gorpcl, vas threat- 
ened with eternal puni/Iiments. He a/ked-whether 
his friend, who had been buried a few days, was 
in hell ? I have flrong rcafons to believe, replied 
the mifiionar}*, that he hatli not been fent to that 
p’acc of torment. If that be the cafe, replied tlie 
Javsge, I will not go there either. He immedi- 
ately promifed to alter hU ,nvanncr5, and after 
this, always led a very exemplary life. 

The, favages fijctv a degree of penetration and 
figacity, which aftoiti/hes every man who has not 
cbfervedhow much our arts and methods of Jjfc 
contribute to render our minds dull and inaflivcs 
becaufe VC rre fclJom under a ncccinty of think- 
ing, .*'nd have only the trouble to leauu IC how- 
ever they have never improvcil any thing, 'any 
more than thofe animals, in whiclj v-c ohferve 
the grcatcll fiiarc of fagacity. It li, probably, 

. - . becau/e. 
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becaufc, as they have no ideas but fuch as relate U o o K 
to their prefent wants, the equality that fubfills ^ 
between them, lays every individual under a iic- ' 

ceflity of thinking for himfclf, and? of fpcnding 
his whole life in acquiring this common dock of 
knowledge; hence it maybe rcafonably inferred, 
that the fum total of ideas in a fociety of favages 
is no more than the fum of ideas m each indni* 
dual. 

Instead of abdryfe meditations, the favages 
delight in fongs, 'Ihcy are faid to have no \anety 
in their fmging; but it is uncertain whether 
thofe who have heard them had an ear properly 
adapted to their mufic. When wc firll hear a 
foreign language fpoken, the whole feems one 
continued found, and appears to be pronounced 
with the fame tone of voice, without any modu- 
htion or profody. It Is only by continued habit 
that wc learn to diftingutfti the words and fylla- 
hies, and to pcrccue that the found of fome is 
dull, and that of others (harp, and that it is more 
or Icfs lengthened out. Would it not require at 
Icaft as much time to enable us to dclcrinme any 
thing certain with regard to the mufic of any na- 
tion, which mud always be fubordinate to their 
language ? 

Their dances are generally an emblem of war, 
and they ufually dance with their weapons in 
their hands. 1 here is fomcthing fo regular, ra- 
pid, and terrible, m thefe dances, that an Eu- 
ropean, when firft he fees them, cannot help 
Ihuddcnng. He imagines that the ground will 
in a moment be co^cred with blood and feattered 
limbs, and that nonc'of the dancers or ilic fpcc- 
tators will furviic. It is fomcuhar rcma-kable, 
that in the firft ages of the world, and among 
faiagc nations, dancing fiiould be an imitative 

an, 
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Bp O Kart, and that it OrouM have loft that charafter- 
iftic in civilized countries, where it feems to be 
reduced to a fee of uniform' fteps without mean- 
ing. But it is with dances as with languages, 
they grow abOrafied like the ideas they arc in- 
tended to reprefent. The figns of them arc more 
.allegorical, as the minds ot the people become 
more refined. In the fame manner as a finglc 
^word, in a learned language, exprefles fcvcral 
ideas ; fo, in an nllcgoncal dance, a fmglc ftep, 
a fingle attitude, is fufiicient to excite a variety 
of fenfations. It is owen to want of imagination, 
either in the dancers, or the fpc£tators, if a figur- 
ed dance be not, or do not appear to be, cx- 
prcffivc. Befidcs, the favages can exhibit none 
but ftrong paftions and ferocious manners, and 
.tbefe muft be rcprcfcntcd by.^morc fignificant 
images in their dances, which arc the language 
of gefture, the firft and fimplcft of all languages. 
Nations living in a ftate of civil fociety, and In 
peace, have only the gender pafilons to reprefent 
which arc beft exprefled iby delicate images, fit 
to con^ey refined ideas. It might not, however, 
,bc improper fomciimcs to bring back dancingito 
-it’s firll origin, to exhibit the 'old fimplicity of 
manners, to revive the firft fenfations of nature 
by motions which Tcprcfcm them, to depart from 
the antiquated and fcicntific mode of the Greeks 
and Homans, and to adopt tiie lively and fignifu 
cant imngcs of the rude Canadians. 

Tutst favages, alvi.ajs totally de^rted 'to the 
purfoit of the prclcm palfion, are eMrav.-)gantly 
lond of gaming, as i» ufual wiili all idle people, 
and cfpccially of games of chance. The fame 
mm., 'Jin, vfi. e^nmonk} fti OtkiCv, 
and difintcreflcd, and lave fucii a command of 
thcmfcUcff, are outrageous, greed) and turbulent 
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at play; 'they lofe thcif peace, their fenfes, andE 0 0 K 
all they arc pofTcfTed of. Dcftuulc of almofl every 
thing, coveting all they fee, and when they like 
it, eager to have and enjoy it, their attention is 
entirely turned to the moft fpeedy and readicfl 
way ot acquiring it. This is a confcqucnce of 
.their manners, as well as of their charaftcr. The 
profpcQ: of prefent happinefs always prevents 
them from difeerning the evils that may cn- 
fiic. Their forecall docs not even reach from 
day to night. They are alternately fdly children, 
and ^iolcnt men. Every thing depends with them 
on the prefent moment. 

Gaming alone would lead them to fuperftition, 
even if they were not naturally fubjeft to tliat 
fcourge of the human race. But as they have few 
phyfidans or empirics of this kind to have rc- 
.couefe to, they fulTcr Icfs from this diflcmpcr of 
the mind than more poUlhed nations, and are 
.better dirpofed to attend to the fuggeflions of 
Tcafon hich abate the violence of it. 'I he Iroquois 
ha\c a confufed notion of a firft Being nho go- 
verns the world at plcafure. They ueicr repine 
at the evil which this being permits. When 
fomc niifchancc befals them they fay ; the m<m 
above lutH have it Jb ; and there is, perhaps, more 
phUofophy in this fubmiflion, than in all the 
reafonings and declamations of our philofophcrs.. 

Mofl other favage nations vorfliip thofe two firfl 
prmuples of good and c\il, which occur to the 
human mind as foon as it has acquired any coi>- 
ccption of uivifiblc fubHances. Sometimes they 
worlhip a river, a foreft, the fou or the moon, 

111 fiiort, any beings in which the) liavc obferved a 
certain power and motion 5 bccaufc wherever tlicy 
lee motion, which they cannot account lor, they 
fuppolc there IS a foul. 


Taci 
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0 O K They feem to have fome notion of a future 
Aate; but, ha^ing no principles of morality, they 
do not th'mV. the next Ufc is a ftaie of reward for 
virtue, and punifhmcnt for vice. They believe 
that the indclatigable'^liuntfman, the fcarlcfs and 
vnetcUefs warrior, wUo has (lain or burnt many 
enemies, and made his own town viflorious, will 
after death pafs into a country, 'where he will be 
fuppUed with plenty of all kinds of animals to 
fadsfy his hunger; whereas thofc who arc grotvn 
old m indolence 'and without glory, will be for 
ever banifted Into a barren land, where they will 
be eternally expofed to famine and ficknefs, Their 
tenets are foited to their manners and their wants. 
They believe in fucb pleafures and fuch fuflfer- 
ings as they are acquainted with. Tliey have 
more hopes than fears, and arc happy, etenin 
their dcludons. They arc, however, often tor- 
mented with dreams. 

IcNORAKcr is naturally prone to conned): fome- 
ihing niyftcrious with dreams, and to .arcribc them 
to the agcnc) of fomc powerful being, who takes 
the opportunity, when our faculties arc fufpended 
and lulled atleep, of watching over us In the ab- 
fence of our fenfes. It is, as it were, a foul, dif- 
tinft from our own, that glides into us, to inform 
us of nhat is to come, when we cannot )ctfcc it; 
though futurity be always prefent to that Being 
who cTcatcd ail things. 

In the bleak and rough climates of Canada, 
vhcrc the people h'C hunting, their nerves 
arc apt to be painfully aSefled by the inclemency 
of the weather, and by fatigue and long abfli- 
ncncc. Then thtfc favages base melancholy and 
troublcfomc dreams; they imagine they arc Air- 
rounded with enemies; tncy fee their town fur- 
prifed, and deluged in blood ; they receive in]u. 

■ rics 
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rtcs and wounds ; their wives, their children, their u O o K 
friends arc carried off. When they awake, 
take thefc vifions for a warning from the gods ; 
and that fear which firft intplred them with this 
idea, adds to their natural ferocity, by the me- 
lancholy call it gives to their thoughts, and their 
gloomy complexions. The old women, who are 
■ufclcfs in the world, dream for the fafety of the 
commonwealth. Some weak old men alfo, like 
them too, dream on public affairs, in which they 
have no ftarc or influence. Young men who arc 
unfit for war, or laborious cxcrcifcs, will dream 
too, that they may bear fonic part in the admi- 
nlftratvon of the clan. -In vain hath it been at- 
tempted, during two centuries, 10 remove illufi- 
ons fo deeply rooted. The favages have con- 
llantly replied, You Chnjiiant tough at the faith 
we have in (trcaniSi and yet require t/t to believe 
things infnltcly more tmprcbabic. Thus we fee in 
theie untutored nations the feeds of prieflcraft, 

'With all it’s train of evils. ' ' 

• Were It not for thefc melancholy fits and 
dreams, there would fcarcc ever be any contentions 
among them. Europeans, who have lived long in 
thofe countries, affurc us they never faw an Indian 
in apafiion. Without fuperfthion, there would be 
as few national as private quarrels. 

Private differences arc moft commonly ad- 
jufled by the majority of the people. The rcfpcfl 
fhewn by the nation to the aggrieved party, foothes 
his fclMovc, and difpofes him 10 peace. It is 
more diflicult to prevent tpuarrcls^ or*toputan 
end to hoftilitics between two nations. 

AVar often takes it’s rife from hunting. When 
two companies, which were feparated by a forcfl a* 
hCindrcd leagues in extent, happen to meet, and 
to interfere with each other’s fport, they foon 

quarrel, 
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K^uanc^, and lutn thofc weapons againft one 
another which were intended ior the deftruflion 
of bears. This flight fkirmiOi is a fource of cler- 
ical difeord.' The vanqmihed party vows'impU- 
cable Vengeance againll the conquerors, a na- 
tional hatred which will -be maintained by their 
podcrity, and be rekindled from their allies. 
-The mutual wounds which both parties fuller in 
fkirmilhes of this kind, fometiincs put a Hop to 
ihefc contentions ; when on each fide they hap- 
•pen to be occafioned by feme impetuous young 
men, who in the heat of youth’may have been 
tempted to renio^'c to a confidcrable diftance, in 
•order to make a trial of their military Ikill. But 
•the contentions between whole nations arc nqt 
cafily excited.' • • ^ 

• The declaration of w'ar, when it appears necef- 
•fary, is not left to the judgment and decifion of 
one man. The nation meets, and the chief fpeaks. 
,Hc Hates the nature of the injury and caufes of 
complaint. The matter is confidered} the dangers 
and the confcqucnccs of a rupture arc 'Weighed. 
'The orators fpcak dircdlly to the point, without 

hcfitalion, ivithout digreffion, or without miftak- 
ing the cafe. The arguments arc difculTcd, with a 
flrength of rcafoning and eloquence that arifes 
from the evidence and fimplicity of the matter in 
difputc; and even with an impartiality which is 
lefs‘ alTcftcd by their ftrong paflions, than it is 
among us by a combination of ideas. If war be 
unanimoully determined by llieir giving a general 
ihout, the allies arc iniltcd to join m if, whicli 
they fcldom relufe, as they alv.ais have fomc in- 
jury to revenge, or fomc flain to replace by prt- 

* foncTs. * 

■ The ravages next proceed to the eledion of a 
chiet. When a ccitain number of men aflemblc 
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to execute an entcrprife, in which common in-BOOK 
tcrell is concerned, one perfon among them muft 
,bc appointed to guide the motions ot the multi- 
tude, of whom he muft be the common foul j a 
Jbul which muft command them all as impcnoufly, 
as it’s orders are iflued to the members of the 
body which it inhabits, and which muft be 
'obeyed with a& much difpatch and punctuality. 
'\Vbcne\cr this identity ccafes difordc^ is intro- 
duced. It is no longer an army which ♦hath the 
fame object in view ; it is a fet of dillind officers 
and foldierswho have each of them their particu- 
lar defigns. That fuborchnatlon which connects 
one hundred thoufand men with all their powers 
to one commander, is the chief circumftance of 
diftinCtions between modern and ancient warriors. ■ 
Among the latter, every man ufed to fingle out 
Ins enemy, and bid him defiance in the midft of 
the throng. An engagement was nothing more 
than a great number of duels fought at the fame 
lime, upon a field of battle. It is not fo at pre- 
fent ; our armies confift of deep, large, and dofe 
bodies of men, placed upon a line, prefied toge- 
ther, and moving in all dircClions as one fingle 
body. Fonncrl) an engagement was a duel be- 
tween man and man, at prefent, it is a duel of 
one body of men agamft another. The leaft want 
of fuborduiatiQU would bring on confufion, and 
confufion would occafion a horrid inafTacrc and a 
humihaimg defeat. 

The diilikc which the favages of Canada have 
for whatever may rcllram tl.cir independence.^ 

Inih not prevented them from perceiving tbc nc- 
reffity of having a nnl.tar) chief. They have 
always been led to aCtion by comniTiders, and 
plivTiognamy hath been always attended to in the 
choice ibc) have made of then. '1 lu» in^ht be 

.. very 
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COOKa very fallacious, and even ridiculous, way of 
^ forming a judgment of men, vherc they have 
been trained up from their infancy to dirguifc their 
real fentiments, and where, by a conhant prac- 
tice of dillimulation and artiheial pafllons, the 
countenance is no longer cxprclHvc of the mind. 
But a favage, who is folcly guided by nature^ 
and is acquainted with it’s workings, fcldom 
miftakes in the Judgment he forms at firft fight. 
The cUihf tcqmfitc, next to a warlike afpeo, is 
a ftrong \oicc; becaufc, in armies that march ’ 
\vithout drums or clarions, in order more cIFec- 
tually to furprife the enemy, nothing is fo proper 
to found an alarm, or lo'givc the fignal lor the 
onfet, as the terrible voice of a chief, who Ihouts 
and ftrikes at the fame time. 'But the beft re- 
commendations 'for a general are his exploits. 
Xvery one is at liberty to boafi of his viflories, in 
order that he may be the firfi to expofe himfelf 
to march foremoft to meet danger ; to tell what 
he has done, in order to Ihcw what'he will do ; 
'and the favages think fclf-commcndanon not un* 
becoming a hero who can fiicw his fears. 

He who is chofen to be "chief,' and to lead on 
the refi in the path of glory, never fails to ha- 
rangue them. Comrades,” fajs he, “ the 
“ bones of our brethren arc ftill uncovered. They 
cry out againfl us ^Yc muft fatisfy them. 

“ Young men, to arms; fill your quivers; paint 
“ yourfclvcs with gloomy colours that may ftrike 
“ terror. Let the woods ring with our war- 
fongs. Let us Tooth tlie'dead with the fhouts 
“ of vengeance. Let us go and bathe in the 
** blood of our enemies, take prifoners,'and fight 
as long as water (hall flow in the rivers, and as 
** long as the fun and moon fliall remain fixed in 
“ the firmament.** 

' 1 At 
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At thcfc words thofc brave men, w ho are eager BOOK 
for war, go to the chief, and fay, will Jhare the 

danger with thee. So you Jhall^ replies the chief; 
we will /bare it together. But as no pcrfuafions arc 
made ufc of to induce any one to join the army, 
left a falfe point of honour (hould compel men of 
no courage to take the field, a man muft undergo 
many trials before he can be admitted as a foldicr. 

If a young man, who has never jet faced the 
enemy, ftiould betray the Icaft impatience, when, 
after Jong abfticcnce, he is expofed to the fcorch- 
ing heat of the fun, the intenfe frofts of the night, 
or the ftmgs of infcfls, he would be declared in^ 
capable and unworthy to bear arms. Are the fol- 
diers of our militias and armies formed in this 
manner? On the contrary, what a mournful and 
ominous ceremony is our*s! Men who have not 
been able to cfcape being preffed into the fcrvice, 
or could not procure an exemption by purchafe, 
or by virtue of fome priMlegc, march heavily 
along, with downcaft looks, and pale Gcjeftcd 
faces, before a magiftratc, whofc office is odious 
to the people, and whofc honefty is doubtful. 
The-aSlifted and trembling parents feem to be 
following their fon to the grave. A black fcroll, 
iffuing from a fatal urn, points out the \iaims 
which the prince devotes to war. A diftrafted 
mother in ^am prefles her fon to her bofoin, and 
ftrh es to detain him ; he is torn from her arms, and 
fhebids him an eternal farctvcl, curfing the day 
of her marriage, and that of her delivery. It is 
not ccrtainlj by fuch facrificcs that good foldlcrs 
are to be acquired. It is not with luch Icenes of 
diftrcfs and confternation that the fa\ ages go to 
meet \iQor}'. They march out in the midft of 
fcftivitj'. Tinging and dancing. The joung mar- 
ried women follow their hulbands for a day or 
. , ' two. 
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BOOK two, wUliout Ihcwmg any figns of grief or forrow, 

. ^^;, Thefe •women, who do not even utter a groan in 
the pangs of child-birth, would fcorn to foften 
the minds of the defenders and avengers of their 
country, by the tears even of tendernefs and coni- 
paflion. 

Th£ weapons of thefc favage nations arc a hind 
of fpear, armed with fliarp bones, anda fmall club' 
of very hard wood, of a round figure, and with 
one cutting edge. Jnllead of thefc laft, fince their 
acquaintance with the Europeans, they make ufc 
of a hatchet, which they manage with amazing 
dexterity. Moft of them have no inlirumcnt of' 
defence: but if they attack the palifadcs that fur-' 
round a town, they cover" their body with a thin 
planki Some of them ufed to wear a kind of' 
cuirafs, made wth plaited reeds; but they left’ 
it oIF, on finding it was not proof againfl fire- 


arms. 


The army is followed by dreamers, who affume 
the name of jugglers, and arc too often fulTered to 
determine the military operations. They march 
without any colours. All the warriors, who arc 
almoll naked, that they may be the more alert in 
battle, rub their bo'dics with coal, to appear more 
terrible, or witlt mould, that they may not be fo 
cafily feen at a dlftancc, and by that means may be 
better able to furprife the enemy. Nolwithfianding 
their natural imrcpldtiy and averfion for all dif- 
goifc, their wars arc carried on with anificc. Thefc 
Itratagems, common to all nations, whctlicr rav.age 
orciNilized, arc become ncccfiary to the petty 
nations of Canada. 'Jhey would ha\c totally dc- 
firo\cd one another, had they not made the glory* 
xfl aWrt dnirtsto cDriYfli’m’ormging ’uoincaVi tneir 
companio'is, rather than in Ihcdding the blood of 
their foes. Honour, therefore, is to be gained 
. • . by 
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by falling upon tbc enemy before he is prepared, book 
T hefe people, whofc fenfes ha\c never been im- ._ 
paired, are extremely quick in their fmcll, and 
can difeover the places where men have trod. By 
the keennefs of that and of their fight, it is faid 
they can trace footflcps that arc made upon the 
fiiorteft grafs, upon the dry ground, and even 
upon Hone; and from the nature of the foot/leps 
can difeover to what nation the adventurers belong. 
Perhaps, they may do this by the leaves from the 
forefis which always cover the ground. 

WnEjt they arc fo fortunate as to furprife the 
enemy, they difeharge a whole volley of arrows, 
and fall upon them with their clubs or hatchets. 

If they are upon their guard, or well intrenched, 
they retreat if they canj if not, they fight till they 
conquer or die. The vifforious party' difpatcli 
the wounded whom they cannot carry off, fcalp 
the dead, and take fomc prlfoncrs. 

Thp conqueror leaves his hatchet upon the 
•field of battle, liavlng prcvioiifly engraven upon 
it the mark of his nation, that of his family, and 
erpecially his own picture ; that is to fay, an oval 
w iih the figures marked on bis ow n face. Others 
paint all thefe enfigns of honour, or rather tro- 
phies of viflory, on the flump of a tree, or on a 
piece of the bark, with coal mixed up with fcvcral 
cQUnir«. To this they add the hiftory, not only 
of the battle, but of the whole campaign, in hiero- 
glyphic charaflcrr. Next to the plciure of the 
general, the number of his foldicrs is marked by 
lo many lines*, that of the prifoners by fo many 
hnlc images, and that of the dead by fo many 
hitman figures %.itljoui heads. Such are the ex- 
prclliic and tcchrirsl figns which, in all original 
r'Ki'-ties, have precc»itd the art of writing and 
f'.’inting, and tlie i.duaimou* libraries winch fill 

the 
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BOO Ktl'c palaces of the rich and Idle, and embarrafs the 
XV minds of the learned. , „ 

' The hiftory of an Indian war is but a fiiort 
one ; they make liartc to deferibe it, for fear the 
enemy fliould rally and fall upon them. The con- 
queror glories in a precipitate retreat, and ncicr 
ilops till he reaches his oun territory and Ins own 
town. There he U received with the warmed 
iranfports of joy, and finds his reward in the ap* 
plaufes of his countrymen. A debate then enfucs, 
how the prifoners, who arc the only advantage of 
their \j£lory, fliall be difpofcd of. , 

^ Thc moll fortunate of the captives arc thofc 
•who are chofen to replace the warriors who fell in 
the lafl'^acVioni^or in former battles. This adop- 
tion has been wifely contrived, to perpetuate na- 
tions, which would loon be dertroyed by frequent 
•wars. The prifoners being once incorporated into 
a family, become coufins, uncles, fathers, bro'- 
thers, hufbands} in ffiort, they Juccced to any 
degree of confanguinity, in which the dcccafca 
flood, .'whofe place they fupply; and thefe affec- 
tionate titles convey all their rights to them, at 
the fame time that they bind them to all their 
engagements. Tar from being averfc for attach- 
ing thcmfclves with all proper affeilion to the 
family that has adopted them, the) will not refufe 
e\cn to take up arms againft their own country- 
men. Yet this irfurely a flrong-itvvcrfvon of the 
lies of nature. Ihqy mud be very weak men, 
thus to Ihift the objefi of their regard with the 
Mciflitudcs of fortune. The truth is, that war 
feems to cancel all the bonds of nature, and to 
confine a man’s feelings to Inmfclf alone. Hence 
anfes that union between friends among the ra- 
vages, which IS obfened to be Arongcr than that 
•which fubfids between relations. Thofe who arc 

to 
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to fight and die together, arc more firmly at-BOOK 
tached, than thofe who arc bom together, or . ^ 
under the fame roof. When w-ar or death has 
diflblvcd that confanguinity which is cemented by 
nature, or has been formed by choice, .the fame 
fate which loads the favage with chains, 'gives him 
new relations and friends. Xluftom and common 
confent have authorized this fingular law, which 
undoubtedly fprang from ncccffity. 

But it fometimes happens that a prifoncr re- 
fufes this adoption j Ibmctimcs that he is excluded 
from it. A tall handfomc prifoncr.had loft fevc- 
ral of his fingers in battle. This circ'umftancc 
was not noticed at fiift. Friend, fald the widow 
to whom he was allotted, had cbofen you to live 
with tu ; but in tb: condition you appear, unable to 
Jiyht and to defend tie, ef xebat ufe h life to you / 

Death h eertainly pr^erablc* 1 an ^ the fans 
tpinion, anfwered the favage. TTell then, replied 
the woman, this evening you fballbe tied to tbeflaht^ 

For your oxen^ort, and for the honour of pur fanily 
echo have adspiea you, rertenberto behave hks a nan 
' ef courage. He protnifed he would, and kept his 
word. For three days be endured the moft cruel 
torments, with a conftancy and chccrfulnefs 
that fet ihctn all at defiance. His new family 
never forfooii him, but encouraged him by their 
applaafc, and fupplied him with drink and to- 
bacco in the midft of his fuficrings. What a 
mixture of s-irtuc and ferodoofnefs I Every thing 
is great in tbefc |woplc who arc not enflaved. 

Tlfw is the fubnmc of nature, in aUit*s horrors 
and it*s bcauiici. 

Tits captives whom none chufc to adopt, are 
foon condemned to death. TTie viSims are 
prepared for it by every thing that maytend to 
xnfpirc them with a fendnefs for life, ^e beft 

VOL. V. H fare. 
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his former viftorlcs ; hc'fmgs the pleafurfc he for- B o b k 
mcrly took in flaying his enemies. His expiring'^^T^ 
voice is taifcd, to’cxprcfs the hope he erltertains^"^'^^ 
of being revenged; and to tell his perfccutors 
that 'they know not how to avenge their ancef- 
tors, whom he had maflacred. • He chufes ‘to 
bid defiance to hts executioners, the moment 


when their rage appears rather flackened i and 
he endeavours to excite it anew, in order that th> 


cxccfs of his fuflerings may difplay the cMicfs of 
his courage. It is a confiift between ^ the 'viftiih 
and his tormentors; a dreadful chahenge between 
conflancy in fuflerings, and obftinacyln torturing. 
Hut the fenfe of glory predominates^ Whether 
this intoxication of enihufiafmfurpends, or wholly 
benumbs, all fenfe of pam; Or whether cUflom 
and education alone produce thefe prodigies of 
hbroifm, certain’it is, that the fuflerer dies with- 
out ever fhedding a tear or heaving a figh. Lc\ 
fanatics of all falfc tchgions no longer boaft the 
confl&ncy of theif martyrs: thcravageoF nature 
goes bejond all their miracoloiis adcounrs. 

How ftiall we account for this inrcnfibiUty ? fs 
it owen to the climate, or to the manner of life? 
Colder blood, thicker humours, a conflitution 


rendered more phlegmatic by the dampnefsof the 
air and the ground, may doubtlefs blunt the irri- 
tability of the nervous f)ftcm in Canada, hicn 
who arc conftantly expofed to all the inclemen- 
cies of the weather, the fatigues of hunting, and 
the perils of war, contraQ lucli a rigidity of fi* 
bres, fuch a habit -of fofleririg, as makes them 
infenfiblc to pain. It is faid the fas’agcs are fcarcc 
’ever convulfed In the agonies of death, whctliet 
they die of ficknefs or of a wound. As they 
base no apprehenfions, either of the approaches 
Of the eonfequcncei of death, their imagination 
‘ ' N a does 
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li o o K. docs not fuggeft that .artificial fcnfibtlhy agamO: 
hvhich nature has guarded them. Their whole 
life, whether confidcred ih a /natural or moral 
■view, is calculated to infpire them with a contempt i 
Sor death,' ■which we fo much dread j and to ena- 
, <bic them to overcome the fenfe of pain, which is 
mcrcafed by our indulgences. 

: But a circumHanccAiU more aftonilhingln the 
'Charafter of the Indians than their refolution in 
jfupporting tonurcs,-' is the rancour that appears in 
their revenge. It is 'dreadful to think that man 
imay become the moft^ cruel of all animals. Ih 
general, revenge 5$ not profccuted with cruelty 
either among nations, or between individuals who 
arc governed by good laws ; which, at the fame 
time that they protcQ; the fubjeft, reftrain him 
from committing injuries. Vengeance is not la 
very lively principle m wars that arc carried on 
■between great nations,^ bccaufe they have but 
little to fear from their enemies. But in thofe 
petty nations, where a confidcrabic fliare of the 
power of the Aate belongs to each individual, 
where the lofs ofionc man endangers the whole 
community, war is nothing clfe than a fpirit of 
revenge that a&uatcs the whole body. Among 
independent men,-wbo entertain a degree of cAccm 
for thcmfelvcs, ■which can never be felt by men 
who arc under fubjeflion; among favages wbofc 
affeftions arc very lively, and confined to a few 
objeds, injancs rouft neccfTarily be refented to 
the greateft degree, bccaufe they afiFcfl: the perfon 
in the raofl fcnfiblc manner : the aflalBnation of 
a friend, of a fon, of a brother, or of a fellow- 
citizen, mtift be avenged by the death of the 
'Tnric bdiovcd Ttiades are continually 
cjllmg out for vengoance from their graves. 
They wander about in the forens, amidft the 
mournful 
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tnournful accents of tbe birds of night ; they ap-B o o k 
pear in the phofphorus and in the lightning; and. 
fupcrflition pleads foP them in the auliflcd or in- 
cenfed hearts of their friends. 

When we confidcr the haired which the hordes 
of tbefe ravages bear to each other ; the bardJhips 
they undergo j the fcarcity they arc often expofed ' 
to; the frequency of their wars; the fmall num- 
ber of inhabitants ; the nombcrlcrs fnarcs we lay 
for them ; we cannot hut forefee that, in Icfs than 
three centuries, the whole race will be extinft. 
What'judgment will poftcrity form’of this fpccies 
of men, who will cxift only in the dcfcriptlons 
of travellers? Will not the accounts given of 
the ravages appear to them in the fame light as 
the fables of antiquity do to us ? It will fpcak of 
them, as the Centaurs and Laplthas arc fpoken 
©F by us. How many contradiaions will not 
pofkerity difeover in their cuftoms and manners! 

Will not fuch of our writings as may then have 
cfcaped the deftruftive hand of time, pafs for 
romantic inventions, hkc-thofc which Plato has 
left us concerning the ancient Atlantica ? ^ 

The cbaraacrof-thcNorth-Amcricanr, as weThff 
have deferibed ' it, had fingularly difplayed itfclf 
in the war between the Iroquois and the Algon{dectJy' 
quins. Thefe two nations, the moft numerous in »^c a pait 
Canada^' had formed a kind of confederacy. The 
former, who tilled the ground, imparled their pro- Taget ? 
dudions to their allies, who in return lhared with 
them the fruits of their cbacc. Connefted by 
their reciprocal wants, they mutually defended 
each other, t During the fcafon when all the la- 
bours of agriculture were interrupted by tbe fnow 
on the ground, they lived together. ^ The Algon- 
quins went a hunting: and the Iroquois fiaid at 
‘ home. 
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BOO to {kin the beads, core the fleih, and drcfs 

XV. thcbides.' ; i • ' 

^ It happened one ywr-thst a party of Algon- 

qulns, who were not \cty dextrous, or much ufed 
to the chace, proved unwccefsful. The Iroquois, 
^ho attended them, dedred leave to try whether 
theyihouid fuccccd better. This requeft, whicH 
had fomcilmcs been complied with, was not 
granted. Irritated at this unfcafonable refufal/ 
they went out privately in the night, and brought 
home a great number of animals. The Algon- 
quins greatly mortified, to blot out the ’very re- 
membrance of their diigrace, waited till the Iro-, 
quois huntfmen were aficep, and put them all to 
death. 1 This mafiaerc occafioned a great alarm. 
The offended nation demanded juflicc, which was 
haughtily refufed ; and they were given to undcr- 
{land that they mull not expefl the fmalleft fatis<) 
faSion. 

. Tut Iroquois, enraged at this contemptuous 
treatment, towed that they would either be re- 
venged, or that they would pcrifli in the attempt, 
ilui not being powerful enough to venture to at- 
tack their haughty adverfarics, they removed to 
a greater diftance in, order to try their-ftrength, 
and improve tUeir miUtarv (kill, by making war 
againfi feme lefs formidable nations. As foon as 
tiicy had learnt to approach like foxes, to attack 
like lions, and to fly like birds, as they exprefs 
themfeb cs, they were no longer afraid to encoun* 
ter the Algonqums j and, therefore, carried on a 
war againit them with a degree of fcrocioufncfs 
proportionable to their rcfcntmcnt, 

iTwailufiat ibe time when tlicfe animofiiici 
were kindled throughout Canada, that the French 
made ihcir full appearance in that countr). 'llic 
Wontagnez, who inbabued the lower pant of the 
J river 
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nvcr St.'Xawrence ; th^ Algonquins, who ,wcrcB'ChO'K' 
fettled up6n tt*s banks, from Quebec to Montreal j 
thcHurons, who were d»fperfcd about the lake 
that bears that name j and feme Icfs confidcrablc 
nallons, v/ho wandered about in the intermediate 
fpaccsj .were all inclltied to favour the feitlcmcnt 
of theftrangers: thefe^fevcral nations combined 
a'gainft the Iroquois,* and, unable to wuhftand 
them, imagined that jhey might find in their new 
gueft an unexpefted refourcc,s n hieh would in- 
furc them fOccus. From the opinion they enter- 
tained of the French, which feemed as if it were 
formed upon a thorough knowledge of their cha- 
raScr, they flattered thcmfeli es they might engage 
them in their quarrels, and were not dilappointed. 
Champlain, who ought to have availed himfclf of 
the fuperior knowledge of the Europeans to cSc& 
a Tcconciliation' between the Americans, did not 
even attempt it. He warmly cfpoufed the intc- 
reds of 'his neighbours, and accompanied them in 
purfuit of their enemy. • 

The country of the Iroquois was near eighty 
leagues in length, and more than forty in breadth. 

It-was bounded by the lake Eric, the lake Onta- 
rio, the ruerSt. Lawrence, and the celebrated 
countries fincc known by the names of New-York , 
and PcnfyhTinia. *Thc fpacc between thefe vaft 
limits was watered by fcvcral fine rivers, and was 
inhabited by fi^c nations, which -could bringabout 
. twenty- ihoufand Warriors into the field; though 
they arc now reduced to lets than fifteen hundred. 

Hicy formed a kind of league or alTociation, not 
unlike that of l!ic Swifs or the Dutch. Tlicir 
deputies met once a year, to hold their fcaft of 
union, and to deliberate on-thc intcrefls of the 
commonwealth. 


Though 
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BOOK' Though the Iroquois did not expeft to be again 
, attacked by enemies who had fo often been con- 

^"'‘'’^quered, theywcrc not unprepared. ' The engage- 
ment was^begun with equal 'confidence on both 
fidcs ; one relying on their ufual fuperiority ; the 
other on' the afliflance of their new ally, ,whofe 
« fire-arms could not fail of infurlng the vi&ory. 
And, indeed, no fooner bad Champlain, and the 
two Frenchmen who attended him, fired a fhot, 
which killed two chiefs of the Iroquois, and mor- 
tally wounde’d a third, than the whole army fled 
in the utinofl amazement and’conflernation;. 

This alteration in the mode of attack induced 
them to think of changing their mode of defence. 
In the next campaign, they judged it necclTary to 
intrench themfclves, to 'elude the force of wea- 
pons they were unacquainted with. But their 
precaution was ineirc^ual.'"'NoiwUhftanding an 
obflinate refiftance, their intrcnchraents were for- 
ced by the Indians, futpoited by a brilkcr fire from 
a greater number of Frenchmen, than appeared in 
the firft expedition. The Iroquois were almoltall 
•killed or taken. Tliofc who bad cfcapcd from 
the engagement were precipitated into a river, and 
drowned. < ' - ' ■ ^ - 

, This nation would probably have been de- 
, firoyed, or compelled to live in i peace, <had not 

the Dutch, who in ifiio founded the colony of 
New Bclgia in their neighbourhood, fumifljcd 
them with arms and ammunition. Poffibly too 
they might fccretly foment their divifions, the fiirs 
taken from the enemy during the continuance of 
hofiilitics being a greater objeft than thofe they 
could procure irom their own chace. 'However 
this may be, this connexion reftored the balance 
between both parties. Various hoftilitics and in- 
juries were committed by each '■nation, which 
weakened 
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weakened the Ilrength of both. This perpetual B O O K 
ebb and flow of fuccefs, which, in governments, 
aftuated by motives of inlcrcft rather than of 
revenge, would infallibly have reftored tranquil- 
lity, ferved but to incrcafe animofitics, and to 
exafperate a number of little clans; bent upon 
each other’s dcllruftion. The confequcncc was, 
that the weakeft of thefe petty nations were foon 
deflroyed; and the^reft were gradually reduced to 
noth'mg. 

. ~ These dcftru6livc events did not however co"- 
tribute to advance the power of the French. 

1627, they had only three wretched fettlcments, make* mo 
furrounded with pales. The largell of thefe con-^|^^j.^ 
tained but fifty inhabitants, including men, wo-of ihu. 
men, and children. The climate bad not proved 
deflruaive to the people fent there: though ie- 
vercj.it was wholefome, and the Europeans 
ftrengthened their conftitutions without endanger- 
ing their lives. The little progrefs they made was 
entirely owen to an cxclufuc company, whofe 
chief defigns were not fo much intended to create 
n national power in Canada, as to enrich them- 
iclves by the fur trade. Ihis evil might have 
been immediately removed, by abolifhing this 
monopoly, and allowing a free trade} but it was 
not then lime to adopt To fimplc a theory. The 
goYcrnmem,* however, chofc only to employ a 
more numerous aflbeiation, compofed of men of 
greater property and credit. 

They ga\ e them the difpofal of the fcttlemcnts 
that were or fliould he formed in Canada, together 
with a power of fortifj mg and governing them as 
they thought proper, and of making war or peace, 
as mould beft promote their intercTl. The whole 
trade by fca and land was allowed them for a term 
of fifteen years, except the cod and w hale fifiic- 
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B'0'0-K.ricsi which were left open t6 all. :Thc btaver and 

^ the fur trade was granted to the company for 

. To all thefe .were. added .furthcr-^ encourage* 
ments. Thc.kingimadc'a prefent of • two large 
hips.- to thc 'cotnpanyi which confifted of -feven 
lundred proprietors. IVclvc. of the principal 
ivere ralfcd to the rank of nobility. Gentlemen, 
md even the', clergy, -already , too rich, wcrc'in- 
rited to lhafe. in this trade. The company were 
allowed ;the»liberty/of.fcnding‘ and-cxportingbll 
kindsi’of . commodities', -and, mcrchandifc,' frec'bf 
any.'duty .whatfoever, -A perfon, Avho- cxercifed 
any trade ,in the ,colony Jbr .the fpacc of fix years, 
was entitled to the/recdon of. thcfamc-tradc-in 
France. The 'laft'favourjgrantcd them was the 
free entry of- all goods manufaftured in tbofc dif- 
tant regions.' .This. fingular privilege, the, mo* 
lives .of . which It is-not cafy.to.difcover, gave the 
mahuf^afturcs of -New France an infinite 'advan- 
tage .over tfiofc.of the roother.couniry, who were 
encumbered, with a variety, •of;dunes, letters of 
maflerihip, charges, for. flamps,.and-rvvjth all the 
impedimentsj which ignorance : and .avarice had 
multiplied .witliout.cnd. j :-r j*, - . , ' 

s rlN.,TCluvi\ forjb many marks of partiality, the 
company, which had a. capital of a- hundred thou- 
fand crowns f , engaged to bring into the colony, 
in thc'ycar'.iOaS,- which'was. the firfl ‘year -they 
enjoyed their cb'artcr,.two or. three hundred-arti- 
ficers of-fuch. trades as. were fitteft for, their pur- 
pofe ; and' fixtecn thoufand men before tbe-year 
1G4.3.; They ’wcrc.to providethem with lodging 
and-bpard, to maintain them for three years, -and ’ 
afterwards to igivci.thciri as much cleared- -hnd 
as -would’bc ncct&ry for. their fubfiftenccj'-Tvitb 
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a- fuffident quantity *of grain to fow^it the firft B o O K- 
ycar. . • • v . . . ' ' j • . - » 

Fortuke did not fecond the endeavours of go- 
vernment in favour of the new- company. The 
firft (hips they fitted out were taken by the Eng- 
liQi, who were lately at variance with France, on 
account of' the liege of Rochelle*. , Richelieu and 
Buckingham, who were enemies v from jealoufy, 
from perfonai charaficr, from flatc intcreft, and 
from every motive that can cxcitc-an irrcconcilc- 
able enmity between two ambitious. mlniflcrs,* 
took this opportunity to fpirit up the two kings 
they governed, and the two nations they were en- 
deavouring to opprefs. -The Engliih, who-fought 
for their intcrefts, gained the advantage over the 
French ; -and the latter loft Canada in jt 629. The 
council -of iJcwisXni. were fo little acquainted 
with the value of this fcttlcmcnt, that they were 
inclined not. to demand the reftlcution jsf it; but 
the pride of the leading man, who, being at the 
head of the .company, confidcrcd the incroach- 
incnts of the EngUIh as a perfonai. infull, pre- 
vailed with them to alter their opinion.' They, 
met with Icfs. difficulty than they cxpcQcd ; and 
Canada was reftored to the French, with peace, 
in J631, by the treaty of St. Germain cn 
Layc.. , , 

The French were not taogh^by adverffty. The 
ftimc ignorance, the fame negligence, .prevailed 
after the recovery of Canada as 'before. The mo- 
nopolizing company fulfilled none of their engage- 
ments. This breach of faith, far from being pa- 
nfijcd, was, in a manner, rewarded by a pro- 
longation of their charter. The clamours of all 
Canada were difregarded at fuch -a diftance ; and 
the deputies, fent to reprefent it*s wretched fitua- 
tion, were -denied accefs to the throne, where 

timid 
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B O o K timid truth is never fuffcrcd to approach, but is 

' aued into filcncc by threats and punifhments. 

* This behaviour, equally repugnant to humanity, 
private intcreft and good policy, was attended 
with fuch confequcnccs as might naturally be cx* 
pefted from it. 

The French had fonned their fcttlcment im- 
properly. In order to have the appearance of 
reigning over an immenfe track of country, and 
to draw nearer to the furs, they had placed their 
habitations at fuch a diflancc from each other, 
that they had fcarcc any communication, and 
were unable to afford cach;othcr any afliflancc. 
The misfortunes which were the rcfult of this im- 
prudence had not produced anyaltcration in their 
conduft. Thcintcieft of the Tnoment made them 
always forget the paft, and prevented them from 
forcfecing the future. They were not properly in 
a focial llate, fincc the magiflrates could not fu- 
perintend their morals, nor government provide 
for the fafety of their perfons and property. • “ 

The audacious and ardent Iroquois foon per- 
ceived the dcfcQ of this connitutlon, and pu> 
fued mcafurcs to avail themfelves of if.' The 
weak bands of favages which had been fhcUerca 
from their fury, -deprived of that fupport which 
conftituted their fecurity, foon fled before them. 
The firft fuccefs intpircd the Iroquois with ithc 
hopes of compelling their proteftors to crofs the 
fca again, and even of being able to deprive ihcfe 
foreigners of their children, that with them they 
might fill the place of* tbofe warriors they had 
loft m the preceding wars* To avoid thefe cala- 
mities and humiliations, tbcTrcnch were obliged 
to creft, m each of the diftri^s which they occu. 
pied, a kind of fort, where they took refuge, and , 
where they fbcltered their provifions and -their 
^ . cattle. 
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.cattle, at the approach of thefe irreconcUeableB o o k 
. foes. Thefe pahfadoes, commonly fUpported by . 3 Y‘ , 
fomc indlfFcrcnt guns, were never forced, ana 
perhaps even never blocked) up; but whatever 
was found on the outfidc of the intrenchments, 
was either dcflroycd, or carried off by thefe bar- 
barians. Such was the mifcry and deplorable 
flatc of the colony, that it was reduced to fub- 
fill upon the charitable contributions which the 
miflionaries received from Europe. 1 

TheErcnch miniftry, at length awakened from The 
their lethargy by that general commotion which 
at that time agitated every nation, fent a body offromTheir 
four hundred wcll-difcjplincd troops to Canada Jh 
1662. This corps was reinforced two years after. 

The French gradually recovered an abfolutc fu-«ha^ewM 
' periority over the Iroquois. 'Ihrce of their 
lions, alarmed at their Ioffes, made propofals for 
an accommodation ; and the other two were fo 
much weakened, that they were induced to ac- 
cede to it in x668. Arlhis time the colony. firft 
enjoyed a profound peace, which paved the way 
for it*s profperity ; and a'frccdom of trade con- 
tributed to fccurc it. The beaver 'trade alohe 
continued to be monopolized. • , 

Tins revolution in affairs cjicitcd induffry. 

The former colonifls, whofc weaknefs had tHl 
then confined them within their fcttlcmcnts, now 
^ventured to extend their plantations, and culti- 
vated them with greater confidence and fuccefs. 

All the foldicrs, who confented to fettle in the 
Ncw^Vorld, obtained their difeharge, together 
with a grant of fomc property. The officers had 
lands given them in proportion to their rank. 

Tile former fcttlcmcnts were improved ; and new 
ones cffabhflied, wherever the Inlcrcff or fafety 
of the colony required it. This fpirit and aSi* 

I vity 

o 
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X o o K vUy occafioned'att incrcafe of traflic With the In- 
dians, and rc\lved thc^ intercourfc between both 
continent*. 'Hii? profperity feemed Itkely to rc- 
, cchc additional advantages frbm the "Care taken 
«by thc'fupcrirtttindants of fhc colony/ not onlyto 
•p’rcfervcjfricndfliip'with tilt neighbouring nations, 
but likcVifc "td cAdbltlh peace and harmony 
i^mong'themfclvcs/ 'Not a finglc aft of Itoflility 
*\v&s committed '^throughout an extent of four or 
five hundred leagues; ‘a circumftance, perhaps, 
'unhcard-of“bcfoTC*m 'North America.^ It^fitould 
feem that the French had kindled the uar at 
their drnval,* only to extinguiflr it the more cf* 
fcftuaUy.* ■”' '• - lu X 

But this concord could hot continue afnong 
^ people who were always armed for the chacc, 
unlefs the power that -had eflcfled it'fliould pre- 
ferve it by. the fupcriority of it’s forces. * The 
'Irotjudis,' finding' this precaution was^ neglefled, 
•refufficd that VeUlefs difpofition arlfing from their 
love of revenge and dominion. They were, how- 
ever, careful to cohlinuc on good terms -with all 
■who were cither allies or neighbour's 'to the 
French. Notwlthfianding this moderation, they 
were told that they tnuft immediately lay down 
their arms, and^reftore all the prifoners they hap 
'takCrt^-or expect to fee their country deftroyed', and 
their habitations burnt -down. This haughty furn- 
•mens inccnfed 'thar pride. They &nTwered, that 
they fhould never fulFer the lead incroaclimcne on 
their independence';" and^that they fliould make 
the French fcnfible, that they were friends not to 
be neglected, and enemiCs not to be defpifed. ■'Buf, 
•as they were ftaggired with the air -or'amhority 
that had been anumed, they complied in'paVt with 
the terms required of thetn^ 'and the'^ffair was 
thuscomprotnifed.-'- * *•-' . ^ » 
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'But this kind of. humiliation rather, incrcafcd B o o K. 
the rcfcnlmcnt of a people more accufiomed 'to , 
commit than to fuffer injuries. 'ThiJEnglifii^ vvho 
in 1564 had difpoffeired the Dutch of ‘New Bel- 
gia, and rtmained mailers of the 'territory they 
had acquired, which they had called New York^ 
availed thcmfclvcs of the difpontions of the Iro- 
quois. They not only I excited ’’the fpirit of diH. 
cord, but added prefents to induce them to break 
wth the French. The fame aftiSccs were ufed td 
fcducc the reft of their allies. Thofewho adhered 
to their allegiance were attacked. All were in- 
vited, and fomc compelled to bring their b'edvef 
and other furs to New York, where they fold ita 
higher price than in Ihc French colony..-^ ’ ’ / 

Denokvillb, who had lately been feni to Ca- 
nada to enforce obedience to the authority of the 
proudeft of monarchs, was Impatient of all thcfij 
infults. Though he was in a condition not only 
to defend his oun frontiers, but even to incroach 
upon thofe of the Iroquois ; yet, fcnfible that this 
nation muft not be attacked Tiithout being dc- 
ftroyed, it was agreed that the French fhould re- 
main in a ftatc of fcdming inaflion, nil* they had 
received from Europe the necefiaty reinforcements 
for executing fo defperate a rciolution. Tliefe 
fuccours arrived in 16S7J and the colony had then 
11,249 pcifons, of whom about one.ihird were 
able to bear arms. 1 ■> 

NoTwiTiisT ADDING tbis fupctiority of forces, 
Dcnonville had rccourfc to ftratagem ; and ddho- 
noured the F reach name airtdUg the favages by an 
infamous perfiJj. Under pretence of terminat- 
ing their differences by ncgociation, he bafelyr 
abufed the confidence which the Iroquois rcjwfcd 
in the Jefoit LatnberviUe, to allure their chiefs to 
a conference. As foon as theyarrhed, they were 
I ' put 
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BOOK put m irons, embarked at Quebec, and fent to'thc 

On the firft report of this ’treachery, the old' 
man fent for their iniflionary, and addreffed him 
in the following manner: “ We arc authorized by 
“ every motive to treat you as an enemy, but we 
“ cannot refolvc to do it. Your heart has had no 


“ fharc in the infult that has been put upon us ; 
** and it would be « unjuft to punifh you for a 
“ crime you deteft ftill more than ourfelvcs. But 
“ you muft leave us. Our ralh young men might 
** confider you in the light of a traitor, who has 
“ delivered up the chieis of our nation to fhame- 
ful flavery." After this fpccch, thefe favages, 
whom the Europeans have always called barbari- 
ans, gave the roiffionary fomc guides, who con- 
duced him to a place of fafciy j and then boilx 
parties took up arms. 

• The French prcfcntly fpread terror among the 
Iroquois bordering upon the great lakes ; butDe- 
nonvlUe had neither the aCivity nor the expedition 
neceffary to improve thefe hrll fuccefles. 'While 
he was taken up in deliberating, inftcad of aCing, 
the campaign was clofed without the 'acquifition 
of any permanent advantage. This inercafed the 
boldncfs of thclroquoiswho lived near the French 
rcttlcments, where they repeatedly committed the 
moft dreadful ravages. The planters, finding their 
labours dcflroycd by thefe depredations, which 
deprived them of the means of repairing the da- 
mages they had fuftained, ardently wifted for 
peace. Dcnonvillc’s temper coincided with their 
wiftics ; but it was no cafy matter to pacify an ene- 
my renddred implacable by ill ufage. Lamber- 
ville, who ftill maintained his former afeendant 
over them, made overtures of peace, which were 
hfiened to. - i i * > < 
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. While llicfc ncgociations were carr)‘ing on, an o D K 
Machiavcl, born in the forefts, known by -the 
name of Lc Rat, the bravcll, the moil rcfolute, the 
mod iniclHgcnt favage ever found in the wilds of 
North America, arrived at Fort Fronicflac • with 
a chofen band of Hurons, fully determined upon 
exploits worthy of the reputation he had acquired. 

He was told that a treaty was aftually on foot ; 
that the deputies of the Iroquois were upon the 
road to conclude it at Montreal 3 and that it 
would be an infuU uppn the French governor, if 
hoflilittcs fijouid be carried on againd a nation 
with which they were negociating a peace. 

Le Rat, piqued that the French fhould thus 
enter into ncgociations without confnlting their 
allies, refolved to punifh them for their prefump- 
lion. He lay in wait for the deputies, fomc of 
whom were killed, and the reft. taken prifoners. 

When the latter told him the purport of their 
voyage, he feigned the greater forprife, as Denon- 
vilir, he faid* had Cent him to intercept iliem. 

In order to carry on the deceit more fucccAfully, 
he immediately iclcafcd them all, except one, 
whom he pretended to keep, to replace one of his 
Hurons who had been hilled in the fray. He 
then haftened to MichiUimaUinac, where he pre- 
fented his prifoncr to the French commandant, 
who, not knoning that Dcnomillc was trea’ing 
With the Iroquois, caufed the unhappy favage to 
be put to death. Immediately after this, Le Uat 
lent for an old Iroquois, who had long been a 

f irifoncT among the Hurons, and gave him Ins 
ibcrty to and acquaint his nation, that, while 
the Trench were amufing their enemies with ne- 
gociaiioni, they continued to take prifoners and 
murder them. This artitice, worthy of the moft 
infamous European policy, fuccceded as the fa. 

VoL. Y. O vage 
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BOOK vagc Le Hat deHrcd* The war was renewed with 
greater fury than cvcr,iand laded the longer, as 
^ the EngUfli,’' who about that period were engaged 
in a contefbwith France,'^ on account of tlic depo* 
firion of James 11 . thought it their intcreft to 
make an alliance with the Iroquois. 

A\ Englifli fleet, which failed from Europe ill 
1690, appeared before Quebec in •October, to 
la)- ficge to the place. They had reafon'to ex- 
pe£h butiatfamt. rtflftance, as the favages were 
to .make a powcjful divcrfion, to draw off the 
principal land-forces of* the colony. But they 
were compelled fhamcfuUy to TcVmquilb the cn- 
terpnfe, after having fuflaincd great Ioffes. The 
cauies of this difappointmcnt merit fomc difcuf- 
fion, . -I i’ I \ w » * 1 ‘ 

'• When the Britifh minidry projeflcd the reduc- 
tion of Canada, they determined that the land 
and fca forces (hould arrive there at the fame time. 
This wife plan wasi executed with the utmofl ex- 
aftnefs. , As the (hips were failing up the river 
St. Lawrence,' the troops marched by land, in 
order to reach 'the fccnc of aflion at the fame in- 
ftant as the fleet. Thcy^ were nearly arrived, 
when the Iroquois, who conduced and fupported 
them, rccoUcflcd uhe hazard tlicy ran in leading 
thtir allies to the conqueft of Quebec. Situated 
as wx are betucen two European natioris,'faid 
they in a council which they held, each powerful 
enough to dertroy us, both intcreded in our dc- 
ilruflion, when they no longer (land in need of 
our afiiflancc ; what better mcafure can we take, 
than to prevent the one from being viflorious 
•over the other? Then will eacli of them be com- 
pelled to court our alliance, or to bribe us to a 
neutrality. This fjftem, which fccnied to be 
diflatcdJjy the fame kind of deep policy as that 
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xvhich dircfts the balance of Europe, determined b o O K 
the Iroquois to return to their refpeftive homes , ^ ^ 

under \arious pretences. ‘Their deletion obliged^ 
the Englifli to retreat; and the French, now in 
fecurity on’ their lands, ’united all their forces with 
as much unanimity as fuccefs for the defence of 
their capital. • 

The Iroquois, from motives of policy. Hilled 
their refemraent againfl the French, and were at- 
tached rather to the name than to the intcrefts of 
England/ Thcfe two European powers, there- 
fore, irrcconcilcablc rivals to each other, but fe* 
paratedbythe territory of a favage nation, equally 
apprchenfi\e‘oF the fuperioriiy-of either, were 
prevented from doing each other fo much injury 
as they could have wiQied. The war was carried 
on merely by a few depredations, fatal to the 
colonifls, but of little'confcqucnce to the fcveral 
nations concerned in them.* During the fccne of 
cruelties cxcrctfcd by the fcveral parties of Eng- 
lifh and Iroquois, .French and Ilurons, whole 
raNages extended one hundred leagues from 
home, foinc aflions were perfonned, which 
feemed to render human nature foperior to fuch 
enormities. 

SoMc French and Indians ha\ing joined in an 
espcdiiion that required a long march, their pro- 
vifions began to fail. The flurons caught plenty 
of game, and always ofTcred feme to the French, 
who were not fuch (kilful homfmen. The latter 
would ha\ c declined accepting this generous ofler ; 

Tcu Jbare -j.ith tu~tbe fatigues cf CT.-rr, faid the 

iivffgcrj «■ is d'tr rcajerabie fiiaf J^are 

vritb ) cu the nece^iries cf hfe ; vef jbwid r.c: be nsn 
if ite ailed ttherxife •n.itb n’en. If fimilar inflanccs 
of magnanimity may base fometimes occurred 
O 3 among 
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BOOK among Europeans, the follow ing is peculiar to 
ravages. 

' A PARI Y of Iroquois being informed that a 
party of the French and their allies were advanc- 
ing with fuperior forces, they fled with precipi- 
tation. They were headed by Onontaguc, who 
was a bwwdTcd ycaTs o\d. He feotned to fly with 
the reft, and chofc rather to fall into the hands of 
the enemy ; though he had nothing to expeft but 
cxquifite torments. ' “What a fpeflaclc to fee four 
hundred barbarians' eager in tormenting an old 
man j who, far from complaining, treated the 
. French with the utmoft contempt, and upbraided 
the Hurons with having ftooped to be the flaves 
of thofc vile Europeans ! One of his tormentors, 
provoked at bis inVcftivcs, flabbed liim in three 
places, to put an end to his repeated infulcs. 
iTAfli/ doji faid Onontaguc calmly to him, 

io foorten nj life; thou wouidji bat.s had more time 
to learn to die Uke a wan. And are thefe the men 


whom the French and EngliJh have been confpir- 
' ing to 'extirpate for a century pafl ? Butj perhaps, 
they would be afhamed to live among fuch models 
of licroifm and tnagnantmiiy, 

Tfip peace of Uyfwick put a fudden end to the 
calamities of Europe and the boftilitics in Ame- 
rica. The Hurons add the Iroquois, ^as we!! ns 
the French and Engliflj, were fcnfiblc that they 
required a long continuance of peace, to repair 
the Ioffes they had fuflained in war. The In- 
dians began to rccoxcr thcmrelvcs ; the Euro- 
peans refumed their labours? and the fur trade, 
the firft that could be entered into with a nation 


of huntfmen, was more firmly cftabhnicd. 
BeroRE the difcovcry of Canada, the forcHi 
f»and*non with which it was over-run were htilc mote tlnn 
•ruvecon-thc cxicnfitc haunt of vild beahs, which had 


multiplied 
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Tnultjplicd prodigioufly ; bccaufe the few men BOOK, 
who lived in thofc deferts having no flocks or 
tame animals, left more room and more food fornefliOB* 
fuch as V.CXC wandering and free like themfclves. . 
If the nature of the climate did not afiord an in* 
finite variety, each fpecics produced, at leaft, a Indiaiis. 
multitude ol indiMdualsv . But they at lall paid 
tribute to the fovcrcignty of man, that cruel 
power which hath always been cxercifed in a man- 
ner fo fatal to every living creature. Having 
neither arts nor hufbandry to employ them, the 
favages fed and clothed themfclves entirely with 
the wild beafls they deflroyed. As foon as Iumn 
ry had led us to make ufc of their fkins, the na* 
lives waged a perpetual war againll them j which 
was the more aftive, as it procured them plenty, 
and a variety of gratifications which thev were 
unaccuflomed to ; and the more deflruftive, as 
‘they had adopted the ufc of our fire-arms. This 
fatal induflry cxerclfed in the woods of Canada, 
occafioned a great quantity and prodigious variety 
of furs to be brought into the ports of France; 
fomc of which were confumed in the kingdom,” 
and the refl: difpofcd of in the neighbouring coun- 
tries. Moft of thefe furs were already known in 
Europe ; they came from the northern parts of 
our hcmifphcre, but in too fmall quantities to 
fupply a general demand. Caprice and novelty 
have made them more or Icfs in fafhion, fince 
it has been found to be for the inicreft of the 
American colonics that they fiiould be valued in 
the inothcr*countrles. It may not be improper 
to give fomc account of thofc that arc ftill in 
requefl. T 

Tut otter is a voracious animal, which runs or 
fwiins along the banks or the lakes of river*, com- 
monly lives uj>on fifli, and when that fails, will' 

fevd 
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lively eyes, keen look, and his motions arc fo B o o K 
quick that the eye cannot follow them. The . 
tip of hU long and bulhytitl is as black as jet. 

His hair, which ts yellow as gold in fummer, 
turns as white as fnow in sfintcr. This lively 
and light animal is one of the beauties of Cana- 
da; but, though fmallcr than itie Sable, is not fo 
common. 

The martin is only to be met with in cold 
countries, in the center of the forcHs, far from all 
habitations, is a beaft of prey, and lives upon 
birds. Though it is but a foot and a half long, it 
leaves prints on the fnow, that appear to be the 
footfteps of a ^ cry large animal ; bceaufe it alwaj s 
jumps along, and leaves the marks of borh feet 
together, irsfurismuchcftccmcdjtbough far in- 
fenor to that fpccici which is thftinguifhed by the 
name of the Sable. This U of a (hining black, 

'Ihc fined among them arc thofc whofc din is 
the mod brown, and readies along the back 
quite to the tip of the uil. Ihe martins lel- 
dom quilthc inmod recctTcs of their impenetra- 
ble woods more than once in two or three years. 
Thcn.Tlivc5 think i: portends agoo.l ’.vintcr; that 
is, a great quaniity of fnow, and confcqucnily 
good iport. 

'Enr animal wliich the ancients caUed Lynr, 

Known in Siberia by she mmc of the Ounce, is 
only called the wifd’Cat In Canada, where it is 
fmalier than in our hemifpherc, *lhii animal* tq 
whom sule.ar error would not Insc attributed very 
jNcteing cycf, »f he were nor endowed with the 
iictiliy cf feern,'', hearmg, and fnrlh'*g at a dif. 
tance, lues upon wtui game l.e can caich, which 
hcpjrfuci to tV very lops of the talldl trrer. 

Ilu fcP» IS known to be 'cry wln'c and wed 
EavoureJ; but he li Iri—ed chicfiy for the fake 
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E O o KoF his fliin ; the hair of Trbich is very long, and 
of a fine light grey, but Icfs cftectncd than that 
0f the fox; ’ ' > 

This carnivorous and mifehievous animal is a 
native of the frozen climates, where nature aflbrd- 
ing few vegetables, fccras to compel all animals 
to cat one another,* In warmer climates he ' has 
loft much of his original beauty, and his fur is not 
fo fine. In the north, it has remained long, fofr, 
and full,! fometimes white, fometimes brown, 
and often red or fandy. The fineft of any is that 
which is black ; but this is more fcarce In Canada 
. than in Mufeovy, which lies further north, and 
is not fo damp. . i . 

Beside thefe fmallcrfors, North-America fup- 
plies us with flrins of the flag, the deer, and the 
roe-buck ; of the moozc-deer, called there Cari- 
bou ) and of the elk, which is called Orignal. 
Thefe two laft kinds, which in our hemifphere 
are only found totvards the polar circle, the elk 
on this fide, and the moozc-deer beyond, are'to 
be met with in America in more fouthern Jatl- 
•- tudes. This may be owen to the cold being more 
intenfe in America, from finguUr caufes which 
- make arr exception ito the genera! law of nature *, 
DT it may poflibly arife from thefe frefh lands being 
icfs frequented by deftruftive men. Their ftrong, 
fofr, and warm^Ikins make excellent garments, 
which are very light. All thefe animals are hunt- 
ed by the Europeans; but the favages have re- 
ferved the chacc of the bear to thcmfcivcs, it be- 
ing thetr favourite fport, and bed adapted to their 
warUke manners, their ftrength and their bravery, 
and cfpccially to their wants. i 

In a cold and fevere climate, the hear is rnoR 
commonly black. As he jt rather Ihy than fierce, 
Iqftcad pf a cavern, he chufes for his lurking. 

place 
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place the hollow rotten trunk: of an old tree. B o o K 
There he fixes hirafclf in -winter, as high as he can . 
climb. As he is very fat at the end of autumn, 
very much covered -with hair^ takes no cxercife, 
and is almoft always afleep, he mud lofe but little 
by perfpiration, and • confcquently mud fcldom 
■want to go abroad in queft of food. But he is 
forced out of his retreat by it’s being fet fire to; 
and as foon as he attempts to come down, he falls 
under a (hower of arrows before he can reach the 
ground. The Indians feed upon his flcfh, rub 
'therafelves Avuh his greafe, and clothe themfclvcs 
■with his Ikin. Such was the defign of their pur- 
fuit after the bear, when a new mtereft dircflcd 
them towards the beaver. 

' ’ THts" animal poffcflcs all the friendly dilpofi^ngoreof 
tions fit for focicty, without being fubjeft, as wc"^® ^Vir 
arc, to the vices or misfortunes attendant upon it, d^fBoCuon^ 
' Termed b}'. nature for foclal life, he is endowed*"®^®™ 
with an inUinck adapted to the prefervation and 
propagation of his fpccics. This animal, nhofe 
tender plaintive accents, and whofe ftriking ex- 
ample, draw tears of admiration and pity from the 
humane philofophcr, who conlcmplates his life 
and manners; this barmlcfs animal, who never 
hurts any living creature, neither carnivorous nor 
fanguinary, is become the objeft of man’s moft 
carnefi purfuit, and the one which the favages 
hunt after with the greateft cagernefs and cruelty : 
a circumfiancc owen to the unmerciful rapaciouf- 
nef? of the moll pohOicd nations of Europe. 

The beaver is about three or four feet long, 
but his weight amounts to forty or fisty pounds, . 
which is the conrcquencc of the largcncil of bis 
mufcles. Hishcadfwhich he carries downwards, 
is like that of a rat, and his back raifcd in an arch 
?bovc it like that of a- moufe. > Lucretius has 
obferved. 
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BOO K'obferved, not that man has’ hands 'givcn’liim to 

^ make ufe of /them,* but -that, he had hands given 
him, and has madc’ufcof them. ’Thus the bea- 
ver has webs at hiis hmderfeet, and he fwims with 
them. iThc toes of his forc*fce£ arc feparate, and 
anfwer thc'purpofe of .hands ; the tail, which is 
flat, oval, and covered with fcalcs, he ufes to 
carry loads and to work with; he has four /harp 
incilors or cutting teeth, which ferve him inftcad 
of carpenter’s tools. ‘All thefe inftruments, which 
arc in a manner ufclefs 'while he lives alone, and 
do not then dillinguilli .him from other animals, 
arc of infinite fcrvice when, he lives in fociety, 
and enable him to difplay a degree of ingenuity 
fupcrior to all inftinfl. 

’ ."Without paffions,' without a defire of doing 
injury to any, and without craft, when he does not 
live in fociety, he fcarccly ventures to ' defend 
bimfclf. He never bites unlcfs be »bc.‘ caught. 
But in the foclai ftaie, in Ucu of weapons, he has a 
variety of contrivances. to fecure himfelf without 
fighting, and tohvc without committing or futFcr«> 
ing any injury. Tliis peaceable and even tame 
animal is meverthclefs independent hc-is a flavc 
to none, becaufc all his wantsfarc fuppUed by him- 
fclf: he enters into’focicty, but>wiil not fcn'c,* 
nor docs he pretend to -command : and all his la- 
bours arc direfted by w filcnt inftinft. 

. It is the common want of- fubfiflcnce and pro- 
pagatten that calls the beat ers home, and collcfls 
ihcm'togcilicr in fummer to build their towns 
agamtl winter. As early as’ June or 'July, they 
come in from all quarters, and' aflcmble, to the’ 
number of two orthrcc hundred j but always by 
the water hde, ‘becauTc thclc rcpubTicans arc to 
live on the water, to fccurc thcmfclves from inva- 
fion. Someumes they give .the. ^ttfcrcnce to ftiU 

lakes, 
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lakes, in unfrequented diflrids, bccaufc there thc-B O O K 
•waters are alv.’ays at an equal height. When. 
they find no pools of ftanding -water, they make 
one in- the midfi of rivers or ftreams, by means 
of a canfeway or dam. The very plan of this 
contrivance implies fuch a complication. of ideas, 
as our fhort-fighted reafon would be apt to think 
above any capacity but that of an intelligent 
being. The Melt thing to be credlcd is a pile a 
hundred feet long, and twelve feet thick at the 
bafis, 'which fhcUcs away to two or three feet in 
a Hope anfwcrablc to the depth of the waters. 

To Tave -work, or to facilitate their Ubour, they 
chufc the fliallowcfi part of the river. If they, 
find a large tree by the water-fidc, they fell it, fo 
that it falls acrofs the fircam. If it fhould be 
larger in circumference than a man’s body, they 
faw it tbrougb, or rather gnaw the fool with their 
four Iharp iccib. The branches are foon lopped 
off by ihcfc indufirious workmen, who want to 
fadiion it into a beam. A number of fmaller 
trees arc felled and prepared for the intended pile. 

Some drag thefc trees to the river-fide, .others 
fwini over with them to the place where the caufc* 
tray is to 'be raifed. But the queflion is, how 
ihcfc animals arc. to fink ibcra in the water 
with the afiiftancc only of their teeth, tail, and 
feet: their contrivance IS this. With their nails 
they dig a hole in the ground, or at the bottom 
of the w ater. With their teeth they reft the large 
end of the (lake agatnft the bank of the ri\cr, or 
pgainft the great beam that lies acrofs. With 
fhr/r fci-t they nttc the Ctakc sffd httk. h irith thC’ 
fhaip end downwards Into the hole, where it 
ftands uprigbi. With their tails they make mor»‘ 
ter, with which they fill op all the vacancies be- 
tween the flakes, whicb arc bound together vrith 
^ twilled 
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BOOK twlftcd boughs *» and thus the pile is conflruflcd, 
. The fiopc of the dam is oppofite to the current^ 
to break more effectually the force of the water 
by a gradual refiftancc^ and the flakes are dri\cn 
in obliquely, in proportion to the inclination df 
the plane. The flakes arc planted perpendicu- 
larly on the fide where the water is to fall; and, 
in order to open a drain which may Icflim the 
cffedl of *the flope 'and weight of the caufenay, 
they make two or three openings at the top of it, 
by which part of the waters of the river may run 
off. ' ^ ' 

WnEtJ this work is finifhed by the whole body 
of the republic, every member confiders of a 
lodging for himfcif. Each company builds a hut 
in the water upon the pile. Thcfe huts arc from 
four to ten feet in diameter, upon an oval or 
round fpot. Some arc two or three flories high, 
according to the number of families or houfeholds. 
Each hut contains at Icaft two or three, and fome 
ten or fifteen. The walls, whether high or low, 
arc about two feet thick, and ore all arched at the 
top, and pcrfcflly neat and fohd both within and 
without. They arc varnifhed with a kind of 
flucco, impenetrable by the water and by the ex- 
ternal air. Every apartment has two openings, one 
on the land fide, to enable the bca%ers to go out 
and fetch provifions; the other on the fide next 
the ftream, to facilitate their cfcape, at the ap. 
proach cf the enemy i' that is, of man, the de- 
Jlroycr of cities and commonweahlis. ‘Ihewln- 
dow of the houfc opens to the water. Ihcre 
' they take tlie frefh air in the day-time, plunged 
into the river up to their middle. In winter it 
ferves to fence them agamfl tlie jcc, which col- 
lefts to the thteknefs of two or three feet. The 
. fhclf, intended to pretert the icc from flopping 

up 
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up this v/indoWj^rcfts upon two (lakes that flops B O O IC 
fo as to carry off the water from the houfc, -and 
leave an outlet to cfcape, or to go and fwhn under 
the ice. The infidcsof the houfe has no other 
furniture than a flooring of grafs, covered with the 
houghs 'of the, fir-tree. No filth of any kind is 
ever fecn in thefc apartments. . , i 

The materials for .thefc buildings arc always to 
be found in their neighbourhood. Thefe arc 
alders, poplars, and other trees, delighting. in 
watery places, as thefc republicans do who build 
their apartments of them. Thefc citizens have 
the fatisfa£lion,at the fame time’ that they fa(hion 
the wood, 'to nourifli themfclves with it. Like 
certain* favages of the frozen ocean, they eat the 
bark. The favages, indeed,^ do not like it till it 
is dried, pounded, and properly dreffed ; whereas 
the beavers chew it, and fuck it when it is quite 
green. ■ . • . - ‘ . 

, pKOVisioNS of bark and tender. twigs ar? laid 
up in feparaic ilore-houfcs, for every hut, pro- 
portionable to the number of it's inhabitants, 
lltcry heaver knows his own ftorc.houfe, and not 
one of them deals from that of, his neighbour. 

Each party live in ibcir own habitation, and arc 
contented with it, though jealous of the property 
they have acquired in .it by their labour.. The 
provifions of the community are collcclcd and 
expended without any contefl. They are fatis- 
fied with that Ample food which their labour 
prepares for them. The only paflion they have, is 
that of conjugal afi'e^lion, the balls and end of 
which is tile incrcafc of their fpecics. 

Two of thefc animals, matched together and 
united by inclinniion and reciprocal choice, after 
being acquainted with each other by being mu- 
tually employed in the public labours during 

she 
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BOO Kthc fumirtcr months,* agree to pafs the winter to- 
, gctber. lliey prepare for this by the flock of 

''' pro\ ifions they lay up in September. 1 he happy ' 
couple retire mto thcir hut irt the tiutumrial fca- 
fon, which IS not lefs favourable to loVe than the 
fpnng. If the fcafon of flowers invite the birds 
of the fkj to propagate in the Woods, the fcafon 
of fruits, perhaps, excites the inhabitants of 
the earth as powerfully to the reprodii£lion ot 
their fpccies. "The winter at leafl gives leifure 
for amorous purfuus, and in this circumftancc 
compenfates the advantages of other fcafons. 
Ihc couple theu never quit each other.! Their 
vboletitwe is confccratcd to love , from which 
neither labour nor any other obje^l can' divert 
them 'i he females conceive, and bear ilie en- 
dearing pledges of this umverfal paflion of nature. 
If feme funfhiny dAy Ihould chance-to enliven 
this melancholy fcafon, the happy couple go 
out of their liut, to walk on > the borders of 
the lake or the rucr, tlicrc to eat fomc frelb 
bark, and to breathe the falutary exhalations of 
ihe earth. U owards the end of winter, hower cr, 
the mothers bring forth their young ones, which 
have been conceived in Suiumn , and while the 
father ranges all the woods, allured by the fweets 
of the fpiing, leaving to Ins httlc family the room 
he took up 111 his narrow cell, the mother fuckles 
nndnurfes them, to the number of two or three: 
then (he takes them out along with her m her cx- 
curfions, in fearch of Cray and other fi(h, and 
green bark, to recruit her own Ilrenglh, and to 
feed them, til! the fcafon of labou^ rettirns. *<■ 

'1 HUS doth this republic live m focicties, which 
TmgVft ^iTirrrrfiy be cornpaTcd \o a \argc Caribu- 
fian convent. But they have only the appearance 
of It , and if bappinefs may be faid to dwell m 

tlicfc 
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thcfc two forts of communiiics, it muft be ac*BOOK 
k^nowledgcd that it ‘is by ^eryoppofue means ; 
fmcc in the forvner, bappmcfi confdis in follow- 
ing .nature j while < in the > latter,- it conlids in 
thwarting and dcftroying*bcr. Butman, in his 
folly, thinks he 4ias found out the path of wif- 
dom. A’numbcr of.pcrfons live together in a 
kind of focicty, which precludes for ever all in- 
tcrcourfc between the two fexes. The men and 
the women 'are placed in diftinft cells, where, 
to make them happy, nothing more would be re- 
quired, than that they Ihould live together. There 
they confumc their beft days, in lliGlng, or in 
execrating the propenfity that attracts them to 
each oihcry even through the pnfons anti grates 
of iron, which have been raifed to prevent them 
from indulging c> cry tender and innocent emo- 
tion of the heart. Can any thing* be more inju- 
rious, as well as inhuman, than thefe gloomy 
and Icrocious inftuution8,*which deprive man of 
his nature, and render him ftupid and filly, under 
pretence of making him fimilar to angels ? God 
of Nature! It is at thy tribunal that we mull 
appeal, againfl all thofc laws, which injure the 
moft beautiful among thy works, by condemning 
them to a ftatc of ficrility, contrary to thine own 
infiitutionsl For art thou not a truly plaftic and 
fruitful Being ; thou who hath created man from 
nothing, and taken him out of ch.tos i thou, who 
doth continually caufc life to be renewed even 
from death itfelf? "Who is it that beft fings forth 
thy praifes, the folitary being who difturbs the 
filcncc of liic night to celebrate thee among the 
tombs, or the happy people, who glorify thee, in 
perpetuating the wonders of thy works ? 

Such is the fyftcmof the republican, induftri- 
ia'clhgcnt btascr, iUUcd in architeSure, 

' proNidcnt 
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E O o K provident and fyftcinatical in it's’phns of police 
, focicty, whofe gentle and inftruftivc manner^ 

VC have been defenbing. Happy, if, his coat did 
not tempt mcrcilcfs and iavage man to dcllroy ills 
buildings and his race, j It has frequently hap» 
pened, when the Americans have dc»nolifhcd the 
iculcmcnts of the beavers, that thofe indefati- 
gable animals have had the rcfoluiion to rebuild 
them in the very fame fitiiaiion for fcvcral fum- 
mers fucccflivcly. The winter is the lime for 
attacking them. Experience then warns them of 
their danger. At the approach, of the huntlmcn, 
one of. them Artkes a hard Aroke with his, tail 
upon the. water j this fignal fpreads a general 
alarm throughout all the huts of the common- 
wealth, and every one tries to fave himfclf under 
the ice.*, .But it Is very difllcult to cfcapc all the 
fnates that arc bid for this harndefs tribe. . , 
Sometimes the humfmen he in wait for them j 
but as thefe animals fee and hear at a great dif- 
tance, it fcldotn happens that they are fltot by the 
watcr-fide, and .thcy,ncvcr .venture fo far upon, 
land as to be caught by forprife. ;If. the beaver 
be wounded before he takes to llic water, he has 
• always time enough to, plunge in ; and, if he dies 
afterwards, he is loA, bccaufc he finks, apd never 
rifes again. . , 

A MORE certain way of catching beavers is, by 
la)ing traps in the w’oods, where they cat the ten- 
der bark of young trees. Thefe traps arc baited 
with frcAi flips of wood, and as foon as the beavers 
touch them, a great weight falls and cruflies their 
loins. 'Ibc man, who is concealed near the place, 
haAcns to it, feizes the animal, and having killed 
it, carries it off. , , . 

. There arc other methods more commonly and 
fuccefjfully pra£bfcd. The huts arc fomeiimcs’ 

. , attacked. 
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attacked, in order to drive out the inbibitants,B O o K 
tvho arc atched at the edges of the holes that . 
have been bored in the ice, where they cannot 
avoid coming to take in frcih atr. The inftant 
they appear, they arc killed. At other times, the 
animal, driven out of his retreat,* is entangled in 
the nets, fpread for fomc toifes round his hut, the 
ice being broken for that purpofe. If the whole 
colony is to be taken at once,* inftcad of breaking 
down the fiuicesito drown the inhabitants, a 
fcheme that might, perhaps, be tried with cfTeft 
in Holland, the caufeway is opened, in order to 
drain off the water from the pool where the beavers 
live. When they are thus left dry, dcfencelefs, 
and unable to efcape, they may be caught atplea- 
furc, 'and deftroyed at any time ; but care is al- 
ways taken to leave a rulHcient number of males 
and females to preferve the breed ; an aft of gc- 
^ nerofity, which m reality 'proceeds only from 
avarice. The cruel forefight of man only fparcs 
a few, in order to have the more to deftroy. The 
beaver, whofe plaintive cry feems to implore -his 
clemency and pity, finds in the fa\agc, rendered 
cruel by the Europeans, only an implacable ene- 
my, whofe emerprifes are undertaken, not ,fo 
much to fupply his own wants, as to furnifh fu- 
perfluitics to another world. 

If we compare the manners, the police, and the 
induflry of the beavers, with the wandering hfc 
of thefavages of Canada ; we fliall be inclined to 
admit, making allowance for the fupcriority of 
man’s faculties above thofc of animals, that the 
beaver* was much further advanced in the arts of 
focial life, than his purfucr, when the Europeans 
firft brought their talents and improvements to 
North-Amcrica. 

' VOL, V. P 


The 
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BOOK Thf bearer, an older inliabliant of that world 
7^^'- than man, and ihc quiet poircfTor of regions fo 
'well adapted to his fpccics, had employed thaf 
iTauqvulhty he had enjoyed for many ages, in the 
improvement of his faculties. In our hcmilphcrc, 
man has feized upon the mcjft wholcfomc and 
fertile regions, and hat driven out or fubdued all 
other animals. If the bee and the ant have prc» 
ferted their laws and government from the jea- 
lous and deflru^iit'e dominion of tyrant man, it 
has been onen to the finallncrs of their ftze. It 
is thus \tc fee fomc republics in Europe, without 
fplcndour'or ‘{Ircnmlt, maintain thcmfclvcs by 
their very weakncls, in the midfl of %aft monar- 
chies, which muft fooncr or later fw allow them 
up. * But the focial quadrupeds, baniflicd into 
uninhabited climates, unhr for their inercafe, 
have’ been unconneflcd in all pbces, incapable 
of uniting into ■a community, or 'of improving 
their natural fagacity ; white man, who has 
duced them to that precarious ^ ftale, ' exults in 
their degradation, and fets a' high Talue on that 
fuperior nature and thofc rational powers, ■which 
conftitutc a perpetual dillinfcion between his i 
fpccics and all others. ’ ^ • ' 

' Brutes, we arc told, bring nothing to perfec- 
tion: their operations, therefore, can only be me- 
chanical, and do not imply any principle fimilar 
to that which actuates man. without examining 
in what pcrfcflion confifls; whether the rhoft 
civilized being be in reality the moft -perreft; 
whether he does not lofc in the property of his 
perfon what he acquires in the property of 
things j or, whether what is added to his enjoy- 
ments IS not fo much fubtrafted from his dura- 
tion : it mufl be acknowledged, that the beaver, 
which in' Europe is w wandering, foUtary, 'tirno- 
1 rous 
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'rous and flupid animal, was in Canada acquaint - b o o K 
cd with civil and domcftic government; knew^^XV^ 
how to dillinguilh the proper fcafons for labour 
and reft, was acquainted with fome rules of archi- 
tefture, and with the curious and learned art of 
conftfucling djkes_; yet he bad attained lo this 
degree of'improvcmcnt^with feeble and imperfeft 
tools. He can hardly fee the work he performs 
with his tail. His teeth, which anfwer the pur- 
pofes of a variety of tools, arc circular, and con- 
fined by the lips. Man, on the contrary,, with 
hands fit for every purpofe, hath in this fmglc or- 
gan of the touch all the combined powers of 
Itrengih and dexterity. Is it not to this advantage 
of organization that he owes the fuperiorlty of 
hb fpecics above all others? 3fb rot bccaufc 
his eyes arc turned towards heaven, as thofc of all’ 
birds arc, that he is the lord of the creation ; it 
is becaufe he is provided with bands, capable of 
every exertion, and of adapting thcmfclvcs to 
every fpecics of induftry: hands, ever ready to 
jlrikc terror into his enemies, to . defend or to 
aOift him. His hatid is his feeptre, that arm 
which he lifts up to heaven, to find out, as it 
were, his originf he, at .the lame time, marks 
his dominion with it over the earth, by deftroy- 
ing and ravaging the face of the globe. The 
fureft figji of the population of mankind is the ' 
depopulation of other fpecics. That of the bea- 
vers gradually dccrcafcs and Uifappcars in Cana- 
da, fince the Europeans have been in queft of 
their fkins. . . 

Their fkins vary with the climate, both in co- 
lour and quality. In the fame diftritt, however, 
where the colonics of civilized beavers are found, 
there arc fome that are wild and foniary. Thefe 
animab, who arc faid to be expelled the fociery 
P a for 
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BOO Kfbr'tlieir ill behaviour, live in a fubterrancou? re- 
, tTcai, and have neither lodging nor ftorchoufc, 

'^*^They arc called earth beavers. Their coat ia 
dirty, and the hair on their backs is worn ofFiby 
rubbing againft the cave which they dig for their 
habitation. The hole they make, and \%hich coni, 
monly opens into fomc pond or ditch full of wa- 
ter, lometimcs extends above a hundred feet in 
length, and rifes gradually in a Hope, to facilitate 
ihcif efcape from inundations when the waters 
fwell. Some of thefe beavers are fo wild as to 
difcUim all commumcation with their natural 
element, and live entirely on land. In this 
they refcmble our otters in Europe. Thefe wild 
beavers have not fuch fleck hair as thofe that 
live in focicty j their furs are anfwcrable to their 
manners.’ 

Beavers are found in America from the thir- 
tieth to the fiftieth degree of north latitude. 
There are but few towards the fouthj but they 
increafe in number, and grow darker, as we ad- 
vance towards the north. In the country of the 
Illinois, they arc yellow and ftraw.colourcd j 
higher up in the country, tbey are of a light chef, 
nut ; to the north of Canada, of a dark chefnut ; 
and fomc are found that are quite black, and 
thefe are reckoned the finefl’. Yet, in this cli- 
mate, the coldcll that is inhabited by this fpecies, 
feme among the black tribes arc quite white j 
others white, fpcckicd with grey, and fometiraes 
with fandy fpots on the rumpj fo much docs na- 
turc delight m (heuing the gradations of warmth 
and cold, and their various influences, not only 
on the figure, but on the very covering of ani- 
mals. 1 he value that is fet u^on. theju-, 
upon the colour of their fktns. Some of them 
arc fo little ■’ in ^efteem/ that a is not thought 

worth 
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worth while to kill them ; but thefe arc not cora-B 0 0 k 
tnonly found. . 

The fur trade was the firft which the Europeans 
carried on in Canada. It was begun by the French places, and 
colony at Tadoufac, a port fiiuatcd thirty 
below Quebec. About the year 1640, the town of the fur ’ 
Lcs Trois Riticres, at the diftance of twenty-five 
leagues above the capital, became a fecond mart. 

In procefs of time all the fur trade centered in 
Montreal. The (kins were brought thither on 
canoes made of the bark of trccs,in the montli of 
June. The number of Indians who reforted to 
that place incrcafed, as the fame of the French 
fpread further. The account of the rcccptioi\ 
they had met with, the fight of the things they 
had received in exchange for their goods, all con. 
trlbuicd to incrcafc this traflic. Whenever they 
returned with a frclh fupply of furs, they always 
brought a new nation along with them. Thus a 
kind of fair w.is’ opened, to which the fcvcral 
tribes of that vaft continent reforted. 

The Englifh grew jealous of this branch of 
’cvcalih ; and the colony they bad founded at New 
York, foon found means to divert the ftream of 
this great circulation. As foon as they had fc- 
curccl a fubfiflcncc, by bellowing their firil at- 
tention upon agriculture, they began to think of 
the fur trade, which was at firft confined to the 
country of the Iroquoi*. The five nations of that 
name would not fulfcc their lands to be traverfed, 
in order to give an opportunity of treating with 
other favage nations, who were at confiant enmity 
with them ; nor would they allow thofe nations 
to come upon their territories, to lharc in compe- 
tition with them the profits of the trade they had 
opened with the I'uropeans* But time having 
exilnguifiicd, or rather fufpended, the national 
holltlitics 
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• 'This tyranny, which foon became univcrfal,B O O K 
was fcvcrcly felt at Fronlcnac, at Niagara, and . 
at Toronto. The farmers of thofe three forts, 
making an ill ufe of their exclufive privilege, fet ' 
fo low a value upon the merebandife that was 
brought them, and rated their ovm fo high, that 
by degrees the Indians, inftcad of flopping there, 
reforted in great numbers to Chouaguen, on the 
lake Ontario, where the EngVifh traded with 
them upon more advantageous terms. The 
French court, alarmed at the account of thefe 
new connexions, found means to weaken them,’ 
by taking the trade of thefe three pofls into 
their own hands, and treating the Indians fHIl 
belter than they were treated by their rivals the 
Englifli. 

Is conrcqucnce of this flep, the refufe of all 
thofe furs that were not falcablc became the foie 
property of the kingj and all the fkins of thofe 
beads that were killed in fummer and autumn 
were readily given him ; in a word, all the mod 
ordinary furs, the thinned, and mod cafily fpoil- 
cd, were referved for the king. All thefe da- 
maged furs, bought without examination, were 
carclcfly depodted in warchoufes, and eaten up 
by the moths. At the proper fcafon for fending 
them to Quebec, they were put into boats, and 
left 10 the difcrciion of foldicrs, palfengers, and 
watermen, who, having had no concern in thofe 
commodities, did not lake the lead care to keep 
them dry. When they came into the hands of 
the managers of the colony, they ere fold for 
one half of the fmall value they had. Thus 
the returns were rather lefs than the fums ad- 
x’anced by the government in fupport of this lof- 
ing trade. 

But 
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But though tWatradc was of uo cotifequ^ce 
to the king, it is ftill a matter of doubt if it were 
ad\jntageo»s to the Indians, though gold and 
fil'.cr -.Tcrc not the dangerous medium of their 
tramc. They received, indeed, in exchange for 
their furs, faws, knives, hatchets, kettles, fifl)* 
hooks, needles, thread, ordinar)' linen, and coarfc 
woollen ftuffs ; all which may be confidcred as 
the means or pledges of intcrcourfc with them. 
But articles were hkcwife fold them that would 
have proved prejudicial to them, even as a gift 
or a ptefent; foch as guns, powder and fliot, to- 
bacco, and cfpccially brandy. 

Tilts hquoT, the moll fatal prefent the Old 
World ever made to tbc New, was no fooncr 
known to the faswges, than they grew pafiion- 
atclyfohd of it. It was equally impoflible for 
them to abftain from it, or to ufe it with mode- 
ration, It was foon obferved that it difturbed 
their domeftic peace, deprived them of their 
judginenr, and made them furious 5 and that.it 
occaGoned hufbands, wives, children, brothers, 
and fillers, to abufc and quarrel with one ano- 
ther. In vain did fontc worthy Frenchmen ex- 
poGolaicwith them, and endeavour to make them 
afliamed of tbefe exedfes. It is you, anfuered 
they, who have taught us to drink this liqaor ; 
and now we cannot do wdihout it. i If you refufc 
. to ghe It us, we ivill apply to the Enghih. You 
have done the mifehief, and it admits not of a 
remedy. 

The court cf France, upon receiving contra- 
diflor)' information with rcrpecl to the difordcrs 
cccaficncd by this pernicious trade, hath alter- 
nately prohibited, tolerated, and authorized it, 
accoruirg to the light in which it was reprefehted 
. ta the minillry. Notwithllandmg all thefc tari- 

ous 
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ous alterations, the intcreft of the merchants \ras u op K 
nearly the fame. The falc of brandy was fcldom , 
dccrcafcd. It was, however, confidcred by judl-^*"'*'*^ 
clous people, as the principal caufc of the dimt- 
nuiinn of the human race, and confcqucntly that 
of the (kins of beads *, a dimnmiion which b< 
came every day more evident. 

This decUncbf the fur trade was not yet fo re 
markable as It has been fmcc, when the promolio 
of the duke of Anjou to the throne of Charles \ 
fpread an alarm o\cr all Europe, and plunged 
once more into the horrors of a genera! war. Th 
conflagration extended beyond the feas, and wt 
advancing even to Canada, had not the Iroquoi 
put a dop to It. I'hc Enghfhand French had ion 
been contending to fecurc an alliance with thz 
nation, Thefe macks of efteem or fear had fo fa 
incrcafcd their natural pride, that tlicy confidcrc 
themfclvcs as the umpires of the two rival nation; 
and pretended that the conduil of both was to b 
regulated by their Intcreft. A$,they were inclinci 
to peace at that lime, they haughtily declared that 
they would take up arms againu either of the two 
nations, which diould commence bodilitles againft 
the other. This refolution was favourable to the 
fituallon of the French colony, which was ill pre- 
pared for a war, and cxpcGcd no affidance from 
the mother-country. 'Fhe people of New-York, 
on the contrary’, whofc forces were already con- 
dderahlc, and received daily reinforcements, 
whhed to prevail upon the Iroquois to join with 
them. Their infmuattom, prefents, and nego- 
ciatlons w-erc, however, incfieflual till 1709; 
at which period they fuccceded in feducing four 
of the dvc nations ; and their troops, which 
till then had remained ina&ive, marched out, 

fup. 
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B o o Kfupported by a great number of Indian ^ war* 

i— riors. 

The army was confidently advancing towards 
the center of Canada with the greatell probability 
of fuccefs, when one of the chiefs of the Iroquois, 
who had never approved of their proceedings, 
plainly faid to his people, “ What will become 
‘‘ of us, if we fhouldfuccecd in driving away the 
** French?” Thefc few words, uttered with a myf- 
ierious' and anxious look, immediately recalled to 
the minds of all the people their former fynern," 
which was to keep the balance even between the 
two foreign nations, in order to fcciuc their own 
independence. They inftantly rcfolvcd to rclin- 
quim a defign they had been too precipitately en- 
gaged in, contrary to .the public intcrcfi; but as 
they thought It would be Ihameful openly to defert 
their alTociaics, they imagined that fccret trea- 
chery might ferve the purpofe of open defeftion« 
The lawlcfs ravages, the virtuous Spartans, the 
religious Hebrews, the wife and warlike Greeks 
and Homans ; all people, whether civilized or not, 
have always made what is called the right of na- 
tions confift either in craft or violence. 

The army had'halted on the banks of a little 
river to wait for the artillery and ammunition. 
The Iroquois, who fpent their leifurc hours in 
hunting, fla)ed all the bcafls they caught, and 
threw their Ikins into the river, a little above the 
camp. The waters were foon infcflcd. The. 
Englith, who had not any furpicion of fuch an 
inftance of treachery, continued unfortunately to 
drink of the waters that were thus rendered poi- 
fonous; tn confcqucncc of which, fuch confider- 
aWc numbers of them immediately died, that it 
became ncccfiary to fofpcnd the milUary ope- 
rations. 


A STILIv 
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BOO K with bim through aU ihcpcriods of decay incident 
to human nature. The fpirjt of bigotry, which - 
had been introduced into the court by an ambi- 
tiou8 woman, determined the choice of miniders, 
generals, and governors } and this choice was al- 
ways blind and unfortunate. Kings, who, like 
other men, have rccourfc to heaven when they 
are ready to quit the earth, feem in their old 
age to feck for a new fet of flatterers, who footh 
them with hopes, at the time when all realities 
are difappearing. It is at this time that hypo- 
crify, always ready to avail itfclf of the firll<and 
fecond childhood of. life, awakens in the mind of 
princes the ideas that had been early implanted 
in it}, and, under pretence of guiding him to the 
only happinefsahac remains for him, alTuntcs an ’ 
abfolutc empire over his will. But as this 
lad age, as well as the flrd, is a date of w eakneis, 
a continual fluSuation muft, therefore, prevail 
in the governmenr. Cabals grow more violent 
and more powerful than ever; the cxpc^latious . 
ofmtriguing men arc railed, and merit u left re- 
warded; men of fuperior lalctus are afraid to 
make thcrafelvcs known; folicitaiions of every 
kind arc multiplied; places arc cafoally bellowed 
upon men all equally unfit to All ibcm, and 
yet prefumptuDus enough to think tlicy defer; e . 
tlicm; men who rale the cllimauon of ihcm- 
fcUcs by the contempt they entertain for others. 
The nation then lofcs it's (Ircngth, with it’s confi- 
dence, and c% cry thing is earned on with the fame 
fpirit it was undertaken; that is, without defign, 

- vigour, or prudence, 

, To raife a country from a (laic of barbarifm, 

10 m-aintain it in the height of it's glory, and to 
check the rapidity of It's decline, arc three ob]c£U 
diiHculttoaccoaiplilli: ^ ' 'he lafl is certainly 
the 
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A STILL more imminent danger threatened the book 
F rench 'colony. A numerous fleet, deftined . 
a^ainft Qucbcci and which had five or fix thou- 
fand troops on board, entered the river St. Law- 
rence the following year, and would probably 
have,fucceeded, had it reached the place of it’s 
deftination. But the Tafhncfs of the admiral, ' 
joined to tlie, violence of the elements, was the 
caufc of it’» being loft in the paflage. . Thus was 
Canada at once delivered from it*s fears both by 
fca and land, and had the glory of maintaining 
iifclf without fuccours and without lofs, againft 
the ftrength and policy of the Englilli. 

\ FnANce, in the mean time, which for forty i* 
years had fingly withftood the combined efforts 
of all Europe, vanquiQicd or rcpulfcd all the na»partofiba 
tions united againft her, gained that point under 
Lewis XIV. which Charles V. had not been ablcLnu^'w 
to do with the innumerable troops of his feveral Canada, 
kingdoms: France, which had. at that period 
produced as many great men as would have ren- 
dered immortal a fcrics of twenty reigns, and un- 
der one in particular had fignalifcd hcrfclf by as 
many great aftions as might have raifed the glory 
of twenty different nations, was then upon the 
point of Clowning all her glorious fucceffes by 
placing a branch of the houfc of Bourbon on the 
throne of Spain. She bad then fewer enemies, 
and a greater number of allies, than ftie ever had 
in the moft brilliant periods of her prorpcrlty. 

Every thing concurred to proinife her an caly fuc- 
,ccrs, a fpeedy and dccifivc fopcrionly. , 

It was not fortune, but nature itfclf, that 
changed her deftiny. Proud and flourifliing un- 
dee a king endowed with the graces and vigour 
of youth, after having rifen with him through the 
fcvcral degrees of glory and grandeur, fhc fank 

with 
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BOOK xvr. 


A Nev} Order cf Thtngt is cJlabUJhsd in the French 
Cobntes m ‘iiortb America, Rsfult of ihefe Ar- 
rangements, • 

BOOKryxHE war carried on for the Spanifli fuccef- 
. J. tion, had ralfcd a ferment in the four quar- 

ters of the world, wliich-for the two lall centuries 
have felt the effefts of that 'rcfllcfs fpiritwith 
which Europe hath been, agitated. All kingdoms 
were {haken by the conteifs excited on account 
of one, which, under the dominion of Charles V. 
had {Irlcken terror Into them all. The influence 
of a houfc whofe fqvcrcjgmy extended over five 
or fix Hates, had raifed tne-Spanilb nation to a 
pitch of greamefs which could not but be extreme- 
ly flatcenng to her. At the fame time another 
houfc, whofe power was Hill fuperior, bccaufc 
with a Icfs extent of territory it had a greater de- 
gree of population,, was ambitious of giving the 
law to that haughty nation. The names of. Aui 
flria and Bourbon, which bad been rivals for two 
hundred years, were now exerting their lad ef- 
forts to acquire a fuperiority, which Ibould no 
longer be confidcred as precarious or doubtful 
between them. Tlic point of conicft w-as, which 
lliould have the greateft number of crouns, to 
boaft the pafTclBon of. Europe, divided between 
the claims of the two houfes, which were not 
altogether groundlcfs, was inclined to allow them 
to extend their branches, but would not permit 

that 
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of ihc fun , the clTcfl of which is befidcs dccrcafcd d o o K 
by perpetual clouds 

T HOUGH fonic fiflicrircn had long reforted to 
Cape-Breton every fuinmcr, not more than twenty 
or thirty h id ever fi\cd there. The French, who 
took joffeiTiOnot it in AuguH 1713, were pro- 
perly the firll inhabitants. They changed iFa 
name into tliat of Ifle Royalc, and Used upon 
fori Diuplun for their principal Icttlemcnt. This 
harbour was two leagues m circumference The 
fliips, which come to the very fliore, were com- 
pletely fiiclicrcd from winds. Foiefts affording 
oak tufiicient to build and fortify a large city, 

V ere i or at hand , the ground appeared Icfs bar- 
ren than in other parts, and the fiihcry was more 
plentiful. Lhn harbour might have been made 
iinpreginble at i ttifling cxpcncc, but the dif- 
ficultv ot approac ung it, (a circumflancc that 
Ind at firll tnaue a Itron^er imprcffion than the 
advantages refLhing from it), occafioned it to be 
aban loncd cr great labour had been beftowed 
upon It. 1 he 1 reach (hen turned their views to 
Louifbourg, the accefs to which was caficr, and 
convenience vvas thus preferred to fecurity. 

liiR Inrbour of I ouiibourg, fituatcd on the 
eahern coail of the ifland, i;> at leall a league in 
depth, and above a quarter of a league broad m 
the narrowed part It's bottom iv good, the 
foundingi. arc ufually from to ten fathom, and 
It u cafy to tack about w t either to f-d m or out 
even in bad wciiUcr It includes 1 fnall gwlpU 
very commodious for refilling finps of all fjie<, 
which may even winter there, with proper pre- 
cautions. The only mconvcnicucc attending 1 1)» 
excellent harbour u, that ic is troztn up from 
Noveinbci till May, and frcqucmly ccutinues lo 
till June Hie entrance, wh.ch is n..iura!ly 

0^3 uailou. 
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B o o Rcilcd to them,, ftrongly oppofcd tlielr being al--* 
XVI. lowed to people and fortify it. They faw no 
other method of excluding them from the cod- 
peopieandfifhery, and making the entrance into Canada 
o e^Brc fliips. The moderation of queen 

toifrand" Anne, or, perhaps, ^tlic corruption of her mini-’ 
eftablifli flcrs, prevented France from being espofed to 
this frefli mortification : and flic was authorized 
Ties there, to make, what alterations flic thought proper at 
Cape-Breton. • ^ . 

This ifland is.fttuated at the entrance of the 
gulph of Sr.Lavvrcncc, between thc45th and 47th’ 
degrees of north’ latitude. Newfoundland lies to' 
the call, on the fame gulph, and is only 15 or i6'_ 
leagues diflant from it; and to the wert, Acadia' 
is only feparated from the ifland by a ftreight not* 
more than three or four leagues over. Cape-Bre-^ 
ton, thus fltuated between the territories ceded to 
it’s enemies, threatened their pofleflions, while it 
protected thofe of France. The ifland meafures' 
about 36 leagues 10 length, and 22 in It’s greatefl: 
breadth. Ltls furrounded svith little (harp-pointed 
rocks, feparated from each other by the waves, 
above which fotnc of their tops arc vifible. All 
it’s harbours open to the cafl, turning towards the 
fgutb. On the other parts of the coaft there arc 
but a few anchoring-places for finall vcflels, in 
creeks, or between ifles. Except in the hilly 
parts, 'the furfacc of the country has but little fo- 
lidity, being every where covered with a light 
mols and wnh water. The dainpnefs of the foil 
is exhaled in fogs, without rendering the air.un- 
wholefome. In other refpcfls, the climate is very' 
cold, which is owen cither to the prodigious 
<aC 5.alr.es,'.'«bAd.i.‘ civc’: abose haW 
ifland, and remain frozen a long time,- or to the' 
number of forcAs, that totally intercept the ^>5^ 
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of ihc fun ; the ciTcfl of which is bcfidcs dccrcafcd d o o K 
by j.crpctual clouds. ^ _f 

Ti.oucii foinc fiflicrracn had long reforted to 
CapeJirtton c\cry fuinmcr, not more than twenty 
or thirty hulc-.cr fixed there. The French, who 
took. poficIHon of it in Augud 1713, were pro- 
perly lire lirR inhabitants. They changed it’s 
name into tf*ai of Ific Royale, and fixed upon 
fort Dauphin for tlicir principal fcttlcment. This 
harbour uas two leagues ia circumference. The 
fiiips, which come to the very (liorc, were com- 
I'ctclv flidicrcd from winds. Forefis .airorditig 
c.k iuHicient tu build and fortify a large city, 
v.crc * cir at hand ; ific ground appeared lcf> bar-' 

K II •'! m in other parts, and the luhcry was more 
p' i.titul. This harbour might have been made 
imptr,;nahlc at ^ 1 idtng ea.pcnce, but the dif- 
ficultv nt 1 .\.l . .g it, (a circumfiancc that 
had at fir.t nude a ttrongcr linprcllion than the 
advantages rcf..it.ng from u), occafioned it to be 
abandoi.cd aftcrgieat labour bad been bellowed 
upon It. T he I'rcnch (hen turned their views to 
l.A>utihourg, the accefs to which w.is cjficr, and 
co.i.cniencc wav thuk preferred :o ficurit). 

T>i»* harbour 1.; b.miibourg, fttuated on the 
callctu coalt of the iiUud, .sat lead a league m 
depth, and above a quarter of a league broad m 
the narrouc'l part. It's buttuni u good, the 
fi^undmgj arc wfuaJly from I*x to ten f-tho.r., arl 
it u Cfly to (Oi.!. .bowt in .1 ciiher to f-d in cr 
even u» b-d ucaiher. h trJ..dct a fn-'l gidpi 
very co.-.rnodjoun for rctitting fin, »oi -!I fiicr, 

■vih.ch uuy even wiMcr iheic, unh j roper j ;c- 
cauim ir. 'l:»c only inco.ncmci.cc attcnJ.r.^' i.. « 
cx.cl’c.i: hiibour vj, that it .» Irescr. up Uw v 
Novc. .bfi kI May, and fiequc».jly uf> l» 
tdl Jwuc. It.e cutiA....**, *s r;..u(.iy 

u.iwa’. 
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Q o O K narrow, is alfo guarded b> Goat IHand ; the can^ 
. . non of whicli pfaymg upon a lc\cl with tlic fur- 
face of the water, would fink fliips of any fizc, 
that Ihould attempt to force tile pafiage. 'I’wo 
butenes, one of thirty*fi\, the other of twelve 
twenty-four poundt/s, erected on ilic two op- 
]K>lue Ihorcs, would fupport and crofs tins formi- 
dable fire. 

liiL town ts budt on a neck of land that runs 
into the fca, and is about inlf a league in circuit ; 
the (Irccts arc broad and regular. Almofi: all the 
houfts arc made of wood 'ihofe that arc of 
ftonc were confirufled at the cvpcncc of tlie go- 
vernment, and arc dcfiincd for the reception of 
the troops, A number ot wharfs have been erect- 
ed, that proje£^ a confiderable way into the har- 
bour, and arc c'ctrcmcly convenient for loading 
and unloading ti e flups. 

rii£ fortifications of Louilbourg was only begun 
m 1720. 'Ihis undertaking was executed upon 
very good plans, and 1$ fupplicd with all the works 
that can render a place formidable. A fpace of 
about a hundred toifcs only, was left without ram- 
parts on the fide next the Tea, which was thought 
fufliciently defended by it*s fituation. It was 
clofcd only with a fimplc dike. The fea was fo 
Ihallovv ;n this place, that it made a kind of nar- 
row canal, inacceflible, from the number of it^s 
reefs, to any Ihipping whatever. The fire from 
the fide baftions completely fccurcd this fpot from 
any attack. 

The neceflity of bringing ftonc from Europe 
and other materials proper tor thefe great works* 
foiJietimes retarded their progrefs, but never made 
them be difeontmued, Ihirty millions * were 


* i,X5goooI 


expended 
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expended upon ihem. Tins was not thought^ tooB O O K 
great a fum for the fupport of the filhcries, for , 
fccurlng the communication between France and 
Canada, and for obtaining a fecurity or retreat to 
fliips in time of war coming from the fouthern 
iflands. Nature and found policy required that 
the riches of the fouth fliould be protedlcd by the 
ftrength of the north. 

In the year 1714, the French fifliermcn, who 
till then had lived in Newfoundland, arrived in 
this ifland. It was expefted that their number 
would loon have been incrcafcdhy the Acadians, 
who were at liberty, by the treaties, to remove 
with all their effcAs, and even to difpofe of their 
eftates. But ihcfc hopes were difappoinied; the 
Acadhns chofc rather to. retain their pofleflion? 
under the dominion of England, than to 
them up for any precarious advantage they might 
derive from (heir attachment to France. Tlieic 
place was fuppUed by fomc diftrclTcd adventurers 
from Europe, wlio came over from time to lime 
to CapC'Bretoti, and the inhabitants of the colony 
gradually inercafed to the number of four thou- 
fand. They were fettled at Louifliourg, Fort 
Bouphin, Fort Touloufc, Ncricka, and on all the 
coalls, where they found a proper bcacli for dry- 
ing the cod. 

Tuf. inhabitants never applied themrcUcs to 
agriculture, the foil being unfit for it. They 
have often attempted to fow corn, but it fcldoiu 
came to maturity ; and when it did thrive fo much 
as to be w onlt reaping, it bad degenerated fo con- 
fidcrably, that it was not fit for feed for tlic next 
harveft. They have only continued to plant a few 
pot-herbs that arc tolerably well tailed,' bat the 
fccdol which mull be renewed every vear. The 
poornefs and fcarcity of pafiurcs has lihcwifc pre- 
vented 
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3 0 0 K. vented the incrcafc oF cattle. In a \vord, the foil 
of Cape-Breton lecmcd calculated to invite none 
but fi^VicTmcn and foidiers. 

. Tnooou the iftand was entirely covered with 
forerts before it was inhabited, it's wood has fcarcc 
ever been an objeft of trade. A j’rcat quantity, 
ho\vc\ci, ol fou wood was found there hi for 
hring, and fame that might be ufed for timber; 
but the oak has always been \cry fcarcc, and the 
fir never yielded. much refin. 

The peltry trade was a ^cry inconfidcrablc ob- 
jc£l. It confiiled only in the Ikms of a few lynxes, 
elks, mulk rats, wdd cats, bears, otters, and 
foxes, both of a red and fiKcr grey colour. Some 
of thefe were procured from a colony of Rlicktnac 
Indians, who had fettled on the illand with the 
French, and never could raife more than fixiy 
men able to bear arms. The reft came from St. 
John's, or the neighbouring continent. 

GreaTiiIc advantages might pofiibly.have been 
derived font the coal mines which abound in the 
jfland. .They lie »n a horizontal direftion, and 
being no more than fix or eight feet below the 
furface, may be worked without digging deep, or 
draining off the waters. Notwithflanding the 
prodigious demand for this coal from New-Eng- 
land, from the year 1745 to the year 1749, thefe 
mines would, probably, have been forfaken, had 
not the Ihips which were fent out to the French 
iilands wanted ballail. . 

. The whole induftry of the colony has con* 
ftantly been exerted in the cod fifhery. The Icfs 
wealthy inhabitants employed yearly two hun- 
dred boats in this fifhery', and the nchert, fifty or 
^mrni ‘hirttyiTj Vfrytons'ourcicn. *Tfic 
fmall craft always kept wiihm four or five lea'rucs 
of the coafl, and returned at night with their^fii, 

which 
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which being immediately cured, was always in B o o K 
the utmoft degree of pectection it was capable of. 

The larger finacks went to fifli further from 
lliorc, kept their cargo for fcvcral days, and 
as the cod was apt to be too fait, it was lefs va- 
luable. But this inconvenience was compenfated 
by the advantage it gave them of purfuing the 
filh, when the want of food compelled it to leave 
the ifland ; and by the facility of carrying, during 
the autumn, the produce of their labours to the 
fouihern iflands, or evea to France. 

Beside the fifhermcn fettled on the ifland, others 
came every year from France to dry their lift, ei- 
ther in the habitations, in confcqucncc of an 
agreement made with the owners, or upon the 
beach, which was aUvays referved for their ufc. ' 

The mother-country regularly fent tiicra fhips 
laden with provifuns, liquors, wearing apparel, 
Iioufehold goods, and all things neceflary for the ‘ 
inhabitants of the colony. The largefi of thefe 
/hips, having no other concern but this trade, re- 
turned to Europe as foon as they had bartered 
their lading for cod. Thofe from fifty to a hun- 
dred tons burden, after having landed their little 
cargo, went a filhing thcmfclvcs, and did not re- 
turn till the feafon was over. 

Ttin people of Cape-Breton did not fend all 
the fiOi to Europe. They fent part of it to the 
French fouihern iflands, on board twenty or 
twenty-five fhips,. from fcvcniy to a hundred and 
forty ions burden. Bcftdcthc cod, which made 
at lead half their cargo, they exported to the 
other colonics, timber, planks, thin oak boards, 
faked falmon and mackarcl, train oil, and fca- 
coal. All ihcfc were paid for in fugar and cof- 
fee, but chiefly in rum and moIaiTcs. 


The 


2U HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 

BOOK, The ifland could not confumc all thefe comino- 
^XVI. ditjcs. Canada took off but a fmall part of the 
"'''’^^ovcrplus; k was chiefly bought by the people of 
• New-England, who gate in exchange fruits, ve- 
getables, wood, brick, and cattle*. This trade of 
exchange was allowed, but a fmuggling trade was 
added to it, confitling of flour, and a confldcrablc 
quantity of fait fifli. 

Notwithstanding this circulation, which was 
ah carried on at Louifbourg, moft of the colonifls 
were extremely poor. This was owen to the de- 
pendence their indigence had fubjcflcd them to 
on their firft arrival. Unable to procure the 
ncccffary implements for the fifhery, they had 
borrowed foinc at an cxccflive intcrefl. Even 
thofe who were not at firft reduced to this nc- 
ceflity, were foon obliged to fobmit to the hard 
terms of borrowing. The dearnefs of fait and 
" provifions, together with the ill fuccefs of their 
iifhery, foon compelled them to it, and they were 
inevitably ruined by being obliged to pay twenty 
or fiv c and tw ctity per cent, a year for every thing 
they borrowed. 

Such is, at every inftant, the relative ’fitua- 
tion qf the indigent man who foHcits afliflancc, 
and' of the opulent citizen, who grants it only 
on terms fo hard, that they become, in a fliort 
lime, fatal to the borrower and to llic creditor j 
to the borrower, bccaufc the profit he reaps from 
the fum borrowed cannot yield as much as it hath 
cofl him; and to the creditor, bccaufc in the end 
be can no longer be paid by a debtor, whom his 
ufury foon renders infolvcnt. It is a difllcult mat- 
ter to find out a remedy to this inconvenience^ 
for the lender muft finally have his fccurltics, 
and it IS ncccfiary that the intcreft of the fum lent 
fiiould incrcafp m proportion to the rifk of the 
fccurily. ^ 

TllERfi 
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There is on both Tides an error oF calculation, B OOK, 
which a little juftice and bcncvoicncc on the part 
of the lender might remedy. Tlte lender fhould 
fay to himfUf i he unhappy man who applies to 
me IS {kilful, laborious, and ceconomical, I will 
aflift him, m order toraifc him from inifcry. Let 
us fee what his induftry, turning out to the beft 
'■dvantage, will yield, and let us not lend to 
him, or if we fhould refolrc to lend to him, let 
the intercft we requiic upon the fum borrowed be 
lefs than the produce of his labour If the inte- 
refl and the produce were equal, the debtor 
would always leniam m a ftatc of mifery, and 
the lead une\pcdcd accident would bring on his 
bankruptcy, and the lofs of my capital If, on 
the contrary, the produce fhould exceed the mtc- 
reft, the fortune of the debtor will be annually 
incrcafing, and conrequcntly the fccuntyof the 
capital I have intruded to him will become 
greater But unfortunately, a rapacious fpirit 
doth not argue in the rune manner as a fpirit 
of prudence and humamt) There are fcarce any 
contracts and Icafes between the rich and the 
poor, to which thofe principles arc not applicable. 

If a man fliould wifh to be paid by his farmer, m 
good as well as bad fcafons, he mud not rigour- 
oufly e\a£k from him all that his land can yield, 
othcrwifc, if his barns fhould be fet on fire, it is 
at the landlord's c\p"ncc that they are confutned. 

A dtfirc to profper alone often makes profpenty 
cfcapc from u« It is fcldori that the profit of 
one man can be totally feparated from that of an- 
other A man wiW aVways be the dupe of him 
who knowingly promifes more than he can per- 
form, while the latter will be the dupe of the 
former, Diould he be ignorant of the event He 

who 
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BOO K.who unites prudence, wuh bonefly, will neither 
deceive others, nor be deceived hunfclf. 

Stulcmtnt the French colonics of Kew France were 

of UiB not from their fir(l eflabltihmcnt dedincd to fucli 

diflrcfs. The liland of St. John, more favour- 
er St. ably fituated, has been more favourable to it’s in- 
T nden hcs further up the gulpli of St. 

L-iwrcticc, IS twcnty.two leagues long, and not 
dertalinf much abovc a league m it’s grcatcR breadth. It 
bends m the form of a crcfcenc, both ends termi- 
nating m a fiiarp point. '1 hough the right of this 
iQand had never been difputcd with France, jet 
Ihc feemed to pay no regard to it nil the peace of 
Utrecht. The lofs of Acadia and Newfound- 
land drew their attention to this fmall remaining 
fpor, and the government began to inquire what 
ufecouid be made of u. 

It appeared that the winters were long there, 
the cold extreme, with abundance of fnow, and 
prodigious quantities of mfefls, but that thefe 
dcfqfts were cotnpenfated by a healthy coaft, a 
good fca.port, and commodious harbours. The 
country was fiat, enriched with fine paflurcs, 
watered by an infinite number of rivulets and 
fprings , the foil citcccdingly divcrfificd, and fit 
for the culture of every kind of gram. There was 
plenty of game, and multitudes of wild beads ; 
amazing fiioals of fifli of nil forts , and a greater 
number of favage inhabitants than were found 
on any other ol the iflands. This circumftancc. 
alone was a proof how much it was fupcrior to 
the reft. 

The report that was fpread of this in France, 
gave rife to a company m 1619, which formed 
the dcfign both of clearing this fertile ifland, and 
of cftabhftiing a great cod fiftiery there. Unfor- 
tunately, intcreft, which had brought the adven- 

tureis 
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turcTS together, fet them at variance again, before BOOK 
they began to czccufe the plan they had pro.. 
jefted. St. John was again forgotten, when the 
Acadians began to remove to that ifland in 1749. 

In procefs of lime they incrcafcd to the number 
of tlircc thoufand one hundred ai^d fifty-four. 

As they were for the moft part hulbandmcn, and 
particularly accufiomed to the breeding of cattle, 
the government thought proper to confine them 
to this employment ; and the cod fiflicry was only 
allowed to be carried on by thofc who fettled at 
Tracadia, and St. Peter. 

, pROHiBi riuNS and monopolies, while they are 
a refiraint upon induftry, arc equally detrimental 
to the labours that arc permitted, and to thofc that 
arc forbidden. Though the iOand of St. John does 
not afford a fuflicicnt extent of fca-fhore, fit for 
dr)ing the \a(l quantities of cod that come in 
Ihoals to the coads, and though the fiOi is too 
large to be eafily dried, yet it vas incumbent 
upon a power whole fifherics are not fufficient for 
the' confuinptton of it’s own fubjefts, to encou- 
rage this kind of employment. If there were too 
few dr)ing-placcs for the quantity that could be 
caught, that which is called green cod might 
eafily have been prepared, which alone would have 
made a valuable branch of commerce. 

By confining the inhabitants of St. John to 
agricuUurc, they were deprived of all rcfourcc in 
thofc unfortunate fcafons that happen frequently 
on the ifland, when the crops arc devoured by the 
field mice and grafshoppers. The exchange* 
wliich the mother-country could and. ought to 
have made with her colony, w'crc reduced to no- 
thing. Laflly, in attempting to favour agrlcuU 
turcs, it’s progrefs was obfirufied, by laying the 

inha- 
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BOOK inhabitants under an impofllbiliiy of procuring the 
ncceflary articles for extending if. 

' Only one or two fmall velTcls came annually 
to the ifland from Europe, and landed at Port 
La Joie, where they were fupplied with all they 
wanted fronvLouifbourg, and paid for it in wheat, 
barley, oats, pulfe, oxen, and flicep. A party 
of fifty men ferved rather to regulate their police, 

. than to defend them. Their commanding-officer 

was dependent on Cape-Breton, which was itfelC 
under the conlroul of the governor of Canada. 
The command of this laft officer extended to a 
great diftance, over a vaft continent, the ticUeft 
part of wliich was Louifiana. < ' < 

Difcoverr This extcnfivc and beautiful country, which 
Spaniards formerly comprehended under the 
thcbreuch.name of Florida, was fora long time unknown 
to the inhabiums of Canada, i It was not till 
1660 that fuch a country was fuppofed to esiffi. 
At this period they were told by the favages, that 
to the weft of the colony, there was a great river, 
which flowed neither to the North nor to thcEaft, 
and they concluded that it muft therefore empty 
itfclf into the gulph of Mexico, if it’s courlc 
were fouthvvard, or into the South Sea, if it were 
wcftwaid. The care of afccrtaitnng tlicfe two 
important facis, was committed, in 1673, to 
Joliet, an inhabitant ol Quebec, a very intelli- 
gent man, and to the jeluit Marquette, whofe 
mild and benevolent manners had fccurcd to 
him the general alfcQion of all the iuliabit- 
ants. 

Thfse two men, equally difintcrefted, equally 
aflivc, and equally zealous for their country, 
immediately fet out together from the lake Mi-* 

' chigan, entered the river of the Foxes, which 
empties itfclf into that UKc, and went up al- 
* moil 
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mofl. to the head of the nver, notwiihftandingB o o K. 
the currents which render that navigation difH* . 
cult. Alter fomc days march, they again em- 
barked on the river Ouifconfing, and keeping 
aiwajs wcflward, came to the Miflillippi, and 
faded I down that river as far as the Akanfas, 
about the 33d degree ol latitude. Their zeal 
would liave carried them further, but they were 
in want of provifions j they were in an unknown 
country, and they had only three or four men 
along with them : befides, the objeft of their 
\oyage was fullilled, fince they had difeovered 
the r.ver they had been in fearch of, and were 
certain of it*s courfe. Thefe confidcrations de- 
termined ihent to return to Canada, acrofs the 
country of the liUnois, a numerous people, who 
were well inclined to a friendly intcrcourfe with . * 
the French nation'. Without conccahn^ or ex- 
aggerating any particular, they communicated to 
the chief of the colony all tlic information they 
bad procured. . 1 

Among the inbabitanis of New France at that 
time, was a Norman, named La Sallf, who was 
equally dcfirous of nuking a great fortune, and 
of cflabhlhing a brilliant reputation. Tins man 
had fpcnl bis younger )cars among the. Jefuits, 
where he had contraUed that aflivity, enthufufin, 
and firmncfs, which thofe fathers fo well knovr 
how to infill into their djfciplcs, when they meet 
■wuh young men of quick {tarts, vyuh whom they 
are iond of recruiting their order. La Salle, 
who was a bold and eutcrprtftug man, ioud of 
availing himfclf ot every opportunity to diftin- 
guifh himfclf, and anxious even to feck out fuch 
opportumtic}., beheld in the difcpvc'y tha^ had 
been made, a vail career open to hiji ambition 
and to his genius. In concert w’uh Frontenaer 

governor 



240 


HISIORV OF SLITLEMLNTS AND TRADL 


BOO K.b) fome of Ins companions, who were mcenfc-d 
. his haughtiuefi,, and the violence of his difpo- 

fltlQU. 


The death of LaSalle foon occafioned the reft 
of his company to difpcrfe Ihc villains who 
had murdered him fell by each other’s hand. 
Several incoiporatcd with the natives. Many 
pcriflicd by hunger and fatigue Ihc nciglifaour- 
ing Spaniards loaded fome of thefe advenlhrcrs 
with chains, and they ended their days m the 
mines, ihc favages furprifcd the fort which lucl 
been erefted, and ficrificcd every thing to thor 
fury. Seven men only cfcaped thefe numerous 
difaftcrs, and thefe, wandering as far as the 
Lluridippi, came to Canada by the Ilmois couu« 
try Ihcfc diftrcffes foon made the Ircnch 
lole light of a region which v«a» dill but little 
Known. * 

Tut attention of the mmidty was agaia roufed 
in 1697, h> 'Vbcrvdle, a gcotleman of Canada, 
who had didinguilicd lunifclf by fome very bold 
and fortunate attempts at Hudfon’^ Bay, in Acu* 
dia, and Newfoundland He was fem out from 
KocUlort with twot 0)ip», uid difi.uvurcd tlic 
XlliHidippi m 1699 He ijiKd up the river as tar 
as (he country of the Natchc-z, and alter hav ng 
afccriained, by hi. own oblervatioo, every nd« 
vantageous circumnarce that had been reported 
of u, he conUtufLtd, vt lUc. mouth ot it, a fmall 
fort, which d d not continue more than Jour or 
five years, oi d proceeded to another Ipo: to f-ttlu 
hu colony. 

Bctweln the river and IVnfacola, a fcitlcmcnt 
r«tie»a newly creClcd by the bpaiuards m tlurula, u a 
Uietou^y coaft of about loiiy Icapuea in c\lcur, where no 
Hie foil is Lndy, and the eh 
tit NotKiig grcvitxhcru but a lew 

f-uitercd 
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fcattcrcd cedars and fir trees. In ibi-? large track, b O o k 
ihere’js a diftrTft called Bdo^i. Ihis fituatlon,' 
the moft barren and moll Inconvcmcnt upon the ^pp-^ 
v/holc coad, was nndc choice of for thc’^rfifidcncecan it 
of the lew men whom Ybcrvilic had b-ought 
ihcr, and who had been dlturcd b\ the moll fan- 
guine expeSations. ' <• - - ^ ^ 

Two )cars after a new colony arrived.* The 
firll was removed from’thc parched fands on^ 
which it liad been fcuU‘d,“aml tlicy were boili' 
united upon the banks of the Mobile. ’Ihis 
river is navigable only for Indian boats, and the 
lands that are w atcred by It arc not fertile. T Iielc 
were fufljcicnt motives for giving up the idea of 
fuch a rettlcmeni j which, however, was not 
done. It was, determined that thefe' difadvan- 
tages wouhl be compenfated by the facility of 
commanicaiion with the neighbouring favage«, 
with the Spaniard', wttji the rrtnch lilands, and 
with Turopc. 'flic harbour which was to form 
thefe communication', w.as not attached to the 
commenf. It v.as placed, by chance, either for- 
tuiMtcly or ollicrwilc, .at fomc leagues dillance 
fron the coail, in a defert, barren, and fivigc 
iiland, v.lilJi was decorated with the great name 
of D.uiphin IP. md. 

A coioNV'feukd on fueb bad foundar?ons 
could not poGibb profj'cr. 'Hie Oca’h of Yber- 
' die at lea, who prnllud glorioulK before tic 
I lav ami ’h m 17^0, in the ftrvicc of histountiy, 
put an end t v the fmall ic ..a'mu.g hopes m the 
null r.n ,umr coloirlls. lr-mcwi» Ib Jr-qdy 
cn,,a;c»l ui an unfiapp^ war, that no 
toMul be c\,cvUJ iron her, the i.«.tMidh 
thought thn.Mvc' to ally fi.rf-ktu, and t'l .'e 
wlijcmcit MC 5 fj lie of fi.id.u:; ^ k.ilc* 
i.rti.i.Ui her I *w.e, t » ici cJ to ^0 ii f.-arvh ^ 

VwL. V. K ot 
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BOOKgovcrnor of Canada, he cmbaikcd for Europe,* 
^xvi. -^vent 10 the court of Vcrfaillcs, was Uftened to,' 
^ almoft ' even wUh adimradon, at a tune when* 
both the prince and the people were infpired with 
a paflion for great anions. He returned loaded 
with favours, and with orders to complete what 
had been fo fortunately begun. ^ * 

- This was a great project ; but in order to' 
render the execution of it ufcfol and permanent,* 
it was necedary, by forts placed at diiicrcnt diP 
tances, to lecurc the poirelUon of the countries' 
that feparated the hrifCilippi from the Frencli fci-^ 
tlcmcnts;'and to'gain the affeftion of the colo-^ 
nifts, either wandering or fedentary, that were-' 
contained in this vaft fpace.^ Thefe operattons,' 
flow in their nature, wcre.ftill’ retarded by uiP 
cxpcAed incidents ; by »the malevolence of the' 
Iroquois, and by the repeated mutinies* of the* 
foldiers, who were continually* irritated* by the 
dcfpotifm and.-reftlcffncfs of their' chief. -Ac- 
cordingly, LaSalle, who bad begun bis ‘prepa- 
ratives in the month of September' 1678, could 
not fad till the fccond of February 16S2, on'thtf 
gtcat.rlver,. which was the end of his wilhes and 
expeftations. On the ptfa of April he difeovered' 
the mouth of it ; which, .is it had been conjec- 
tured, was in. the Gulpb of. Mexico j and*hc re-' 
turned to Quebec in the fpiing of the following 
year. ^ ' • ‘ ' 1 

He immediately fet’out for France, to propofc 
the difcovcry of the Miffiffippi by fca, and the- 
cflabhfhmenc of a great colony upon the -fertile 
fhorcsiwatcred by that river. ’ He perfuaded the 
court, by his ’eloquence, or by his. arguments ; 

four Ima'd vcHels were g’lvcn to Kim, with 
which he fet fail lowardsUhe Gulph of Mexico.* 
This fmall fleet mifled the place "ot their deflina- 
X- tioji, 
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lion, by (leering too far weftward, and arrived, "B O O IC 
in the month of February .1685, in the bay of . . . 
St. Bernard", diftant a hundred leagues from the. 
moutltof the river where itwas intended to enter. 

The/ irreconcileable hatred which was conceived) 
between La> Salle and Beaujeu, commander ofi 
the (hips, rendered tins error infinitely more fataF 
than it ought to have been. Thefe two haughty, 
men, impatient of feparating from eacli other,, 
refolvcd to land the wliolc of their embaikatiotv 
upon the very coaft where they had been con-- 
du£lcd by chance. After this dcfpcralc mcafiirci 
the fiiips went away, and/ there only remainedt 
upon thefe unknown coafis, one hundred and, 
fcvcnly men, moft of. them very corrupt, and all. 
of them difplcalcd, aiot without rcafon, with- 
their fituation. TlteyJiad but few tools,, a'/mall' 
qu.intity of provifions, and Uiilc ammunition.! 

The remainder of. what was to ferve for the 
foundation of the new ftatc,was fwallowcd up by. 
the waves, from the perfidy, or wickednefs, ofi 
the, fea-oificers intrufted with the lauding of 
them. . j t 

Tue proud and undiaken foul of La Salle was 
not .however dcprclTcd by thefe misfortunes.. 
SufpeSing that the rivers, which, difeharged. 
ihcmfclvcs ip the bay where he had cnicred,. 
might be fomc of the branches of the hliffiiBpv 
pi, he fpent fcvcral months in clearing up hij, 
doubts. Undeceived in thefe expeSations, he 
ncglc£lcd the objccl of his expedition. Inftcad. 
o( looking for guides among the favages, who. 
would have direfted him to the place of his 
dciTination, he cUofe to penetrate into tiic inland 
countries, and to inform himfclf of the famous, 
mines of St. Barbe. lie was wbolly taken ud 
with this abfurd projc£t, when he was maffacred 
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BOOK, of it. The colony was reduced to twenty-eight 
. fatnilieSt each more wretched than the other, 

when, to the arionifliment of every one, Crofat 
petitioned for and obtained the exclufive trade of 
Louifiaiu in 1712. 

This was a famous merchant, who by his vaft 
and prudent undertakings had raifed an immenfe 
fortune. He had not given up the thoughts of 
increafmg his wealth, but he was def rous that 
his new projefts fliould contribute to the profpe* 
rity of the monarchy. This noble ambition 
made him turn his views towards the MifhiSppi. 
The clearing of it*s fertile foil was not his aim. 
His intention was to open communications, both 
by land and (ca, with Old and New Mexico? to 
pour in all kinds of merchandife Into tliofe parts, 
and to draw from thence as much ore as be could. 
The place he alked for, appeared to him to be 
the natural and neccITary mart for his vaft opera- 
tions; and al! the Heps taken by his agents were 
regulated upon this noble plan. But being un- 
deceived by Icvcral unfuccersful attempts, he rc- 
linquilhcd bis feheme, and, in 1717, refigned 
his charter to a company whofe fuccefs aftonillied 
.. all nations. v 

Louifiana .Tuis company was formed by Buw, that celc- 
becoines Crated Scotchman, of whom no fettled judgment 
rooLm could be formed at the time he ’appeared, but 
ih« time ■ whofe flamc now Hands between the crowd of 
fyflera”* mere adventurers and the fliort IiH of great men. 

Reafon This daring gcmus had made It his bufmcfs, from 
eftfau, j,jg infan^, to obferve attentively the fcveral 
•powers of Europe, to examine their various 
fpnngs, and to calculate the Hrength of each. 

' The Hate into which the inordinate ambition 
of Louis XIV. had plunged the kingdom of 
France, particularly aUraded his attention, which 
' ’ was 
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\va3 now fixed upon a heap of rums. An empire, book 
which during the fpacc of forty years had excited , 
fo much }ta\o\ify, and fo much anxiety among' ’ 

:all it*s neighbours, no longer difplayed any de- 
gree of vigour or animation. The nation was 
exhaufted by the demands of the treafuryj and 
the treafury by the enormity of their engage- 
ments. In 'Vain bad the public debts been re- 
duced, in hopes of enhancing the value of thofe 
that ftill remained. This bankruptcy of govern- 
ment had but imperfe£lly produced that kind of ' 
good that was expected from it. The bills of 
government were IVill infinitely below their origi- 
nal value. 


It became necefiary to open a mart for thefe 
bills, to prevent them frora^ falling into total dif- 
credit. The mode of rcimburicinent was im- 
practicable ; for the inecred for the fums due, 
abforbed, almoft ciulrcly, the revenues of go- 
vernment. Law contrived another expedient. In 
the month of Augull 1717, he cfiabliflied, under 
the title of the Wefiern Company, an afibciation, 
whofc funds were to confill in' government bills. 
T*his paper was received for it’s. whole value, 
although it lod fifty per cent, in tlic courfc of 
trade. Accordingly, the capital, which was only 
of 100,000,000 of livrcs *, was completed in a 
few days. It is true, Uiat vvith thefe finguhr 
proceedings, it was not pofiiblc to found a povver- 
iul colony in Louifiana, as the exclufivc char- 
ter Teemed to require: but the author of thclc 
novelties was fupporicd by au cxpcflation of ano- 
ther UindU. 


No fooncr had Ponce dc Leon landed at Florida, 
in 1512, than a rumour was fpread, throughuuc 


* 4,i£s,sen. IS*. 4 ^ 

U a the 
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BOOKthe Old and the New World,, that tins region 
was full of metals. Thefe had not been difco- 
''■"^vered, either by Francis dc» Cordova, or by 
Vclafquea dc Ayllon, or by Philip dc Narvaez, 
ot by Ferdinand dc Soto, alihodgh thefe enter- 
prifing men had fearched for them with incre- 
dible fatigue during thirty years.- Spain had at 
length renounced thefe hopes ; die had not even 
left any trace of hcr>cntcrprifcs} and noiuith- 
ftanding this, a vague report had remained among 
the minds of the people, that thefe countries 
concealed immenfe trcafurcs. No one pointed 
out the prccifc fpot where thefe riches might lie $ 
hut this circumftancc itfclf tended to encourage • 
•the exaggeration of them. If at intervals the 
enthunaim grew cooler, ic w'as only to feizc upon 
the minds of men more powerfully foine time 
after. This general difpofiddn towards an eager 
credulity, .might become a wonderful inflrumcnt 
in the hands of ikilful perfons. / 

In times of misfortune, the people arc agitated 
•by their hopes, in the fame manner as they arc by 
their fears, or by their rage. 'When they arc 
actuated with rage, all the public places arc m an 
inflant ftlled with a multitude in commotion, 
which threatens and roars aloud. The citizen 
Ihuls himfclf up in his houfc; the magiftratc 
trembles on his tribunal, the fovcrcign is op- 
-prefled with an.xicty in his palace. When night 
comes on, the tumult ccafcs, and tranquillity is 
rcllorcd. When the people arc under the un- 
prcJTion of terror, univcifal confternation diflufes 
nlclf 'm an inftanl from one city lo anoxher, aud 
plunges the whole nation into a ftatc of defpond- 
cncy. When the people arc elated with hopes, 
the phaiuom of happinefs prefents itfclf not Jefs 
rapidly cn all fidcs. It raifes the fpirlti of all 

men, 
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men, and the nojfy iranfports of joy fucceed toB o o K 
the gloomy filence of misfortune. On one day 
every thing is loft, on the other all is faved. - ' 

■ Or all the paflions that arc kindled in the heart 
of man, there is none which is fo violent in it’s 
intoxication as the paffion for gold. We arc all 
acquainted with the country where tiie^ moft 
beautiful women are to be found, and yet \\c 
are not tempted to vifit it. Sedentary ambition 
exerts itfclf in a narrow compafs. The rage of 
conqueft is the malady of a* Angle man, who 
draws the multitude alter him. But let us fup* 
pofe all the people of the earth to be equally ci- 
vilized, and the thirft of gold will difplacc the 
inhabitants of one and of the oilier hemifphcrc. 

Setting out from the two extremities of the dia- 
meter of the equator, they will crofs each other 
in their way front one pole to the other. 

Law, to whom tins great fprmg ot a£llon was 
well known, caCily perluadcJ the French, who 
were moll of them ruined, that tlic mines ot 
Louiliana, which had fo long been fpoken of, 
were at length difcovercd} and that they were 
even far richer than they were gencrallj fuppofed 
to be. To give the greater weight to tiiiv lalle 
report, whith had already gamed too much cre- 
dit, a number of miners were lent over to work 
thefe mines, v.liich were imagined to be fo va- 
luable, with a body of troops lufticiert to dc- 
Icnd them. 

It U inconceivable what a fuddett impreflion 
tins ftratagem made upon a nation naturally tond 
of novelty. Every man cAcrtcd InmfcU to ac- 
quire the right ot partaking ol this luurcc of 
wealth, which was confidcred ai irexhaulhhlc. 

The hliifillippi became ihc center of all men’s, 
wifljcs, hopci, and fpcculutions. It wa> not long 
< bciorc 
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BOO Kbcfore fomc -v^ealthy and powerful men, moft of 
. whom, were thought to be perfons of underftand- 

■' not falisfied with fljaring the- general profit 

of the monopoly, became dcfirous oT'obtaining a 
private property in a region which pafled for one 
of the beft countries in the w'orld. Cultivators 
were wanted for the clearing, of tbofe domains, 
and were abundantly fupplied by France, Switzer- 
land, and Germany. Tlieie men, after having 
worked three years without falary, for the perfons 
who had been at the cxpcncc of convcying'ihcm 
to the fpot, were to become citizens, and be put 
in poffeflion of lands, in order to clear them on 
thetr own account. . 

During the coutfe of this frenzy, or in the 
years 1718 and 1719, all thefe unfortunate peo- 
ple were promifcuoufly crowded together in 
fhips. They were not landed at Dauphin Ifiand, 
the harbour of which had lately been choaked up 
by fands; nor were they fet on Qiort at Mobile, 
which had loll everything fince it had loft it*s 
port: but It was at Bdoxi, that dreadful fpot, 

. -where all the natives, as well as foreigners who 
had been feduced, were placed. Tbeic they all 
perifhed by thoufands, with want and vexation. 
In order to preferve them/it was only neceflary 
to have conreyed them up the Mifliffippi, and 
landed ihcio immediately upon the country they 
were to clear j 'but fuch was the unfkilfulncfs or 
ncglcCl of the managers of the cnierprife, thtit 
they never thought of conftruftlng the boats nc- 
ceihirv for fo fimple a manoeuvre. Even after 
they found that the (hips coming from Europe 
c'ould'nioft of them fail up the river, Bllovi ftiU 
continued to be the grave of ibofe unhappy and 
nvmrrous viQiois who had fallen a facrlficc to a 
political impoftorc. The head-quarter* were not. 

removed 
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Tcmovcd to Nc\v*Orlcans till five years after, thalB o o k, 
is, till hardly any were left of thofc unfortunate . 
people who had been weak cuougli to quit their 
native country upon fuch uncertain profpecls. 

But at this period, when it was too late, the 
charm was difiblved, and the mines .vani/hed* 

Nothing remained but the fliamc of having been 
milled by chimerical notions. Louifiana fhared 
the fate of thofe extraordinary men who have been 
too highly extolled, and are afterwards punilhed 
for this unmerited fame, by being degraded be- 
llow their real worth. Ivlen ftrivc, by the cxccfs 
of cenfure, to perfuade others that they have not 
given into the common error j for how can it be 
fuppofed that they would violently pcrfiftin fpeak- 
5 ng ill of thcmlclves? This enchanted country 
was now holdcn in execration. It's very name 
became a reproach. The Milfiflippi was the ter- 
ror of free men. No recruits were to be found 
to fend thither, but fuch as were taken from pri- 
fons and houfes of ili fame. It became the recep- 
tacle of the lowefl and moft "profligate perfons in 
the kingdom. 

What could be espcflcd from a fcttlcnicnt 
compofedof fuch perfons? Vicious men will nei- 
ther people a country, nor labour, nor continue 
long in any place, hlany of thefe mifcrabic per- 
fons who had been tranfported into thefe favage 
climates, went into the Englifli or Spanilh fcttle- 
raents, to exhibit the difagrccablc view of their 
diftrefs and mifery. Others foon pcriflied, from 
the infeftion they had brought along with them. 

The greater number wandered in the woods, till 
hunger and wcarinefs put an end to their exig- 
ence. Nothing was yet begun in the colony, 
though twenty-five millions of hvres * had been 

i,S4i,SCSl. 4d. 
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COO kfimk there ilie man’gcrs ot the company tliat 

, ^dvanced thefe vaft lums fooliinly pretended, 

th^t ill the capital of Trance they could lav the 
plan of futh undertaktngs ns were fit lor AniCf 
rica Pans, unacquainted with ti*s own pro- 
vinces, \vhiLh it dclpifes and eshaufis, would 
have fubimrcd cvcivthmgto the operations of 
thefe hafly and frivolous calculators From the 
of ICC of the company, thev p-clLtidcd to regulate 
and dvte£t all th mhabuanU of Louifuna, and to 
inipofL or uuhliold lucli reftrunts as were judged 
fa^DU’-ablc or urfatojrable to tlie monopoly.' 
l~\\d the> gtanicd feme tnthng cncoongcmtnts 
to ctiSs.ns 0^ cliaraftcr, who might have been in- 
Mied to fettle in the colony, by lucuring to them 
lliat liberty which cvcr\ man covets, that pro^ 
perty which every man lips a right to c'^pect 
irom his owo labour, and that proteiffion which 
IS due from every focicty to itN membcTS, fuch 
encouragements as thefe, given to proprietors 
well informed of ihcir real nucrcfl and property, 
dircdcd by the circumftanco of the place, w-ould 
have been produftjvc of lar greater ■’iid more 
l~flmg cfFccls , and would hnve tfiiydbcd mo’^c 
cxtenlive, fohd, and prohtnblc fculcmcrits, than 
all thofe nn excluliye charter could ever have 
fi med with all I’s treafure^, difpeufcd apd nn 
naged by agent? who could nt.itlic.r Inve tlie 
knov I'-dgc rcqjilite to conduct fo many various 
operations, wor even he mfiucnccd by any nnmi- 
tliaie mtcrcft m ibcjr lucccfi. 

Inn ininiftjv, however, thought it coniucive 
to the welfare pf the ftntw, 10 Icn.c t' - concerns 
of Loujfnna m the hands ol iliu company , winch 
were under a ncccffity ot exenmg all their intereit 
to obtain pcrnufijon to alienate that part of their 
privilege riic) were even obliged to purcliafe 

tins 
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tlm favour m 1731, by pavmg down the Turn of n o o ic 
1,450,000 livrcs • 1 01 there ire lomc 

whcicthc light ol being involved in ruin, ind 
tliai ot being prelcrvcd from u, or that of ac- 
quiring wealth, arc equally lold , bccanfe good 
or evil, whctlKi j ubhu o pivae, nuy prove an 
objcCt of finance 

Du KING ill the time thit an cjkclufivc chatter 
had kept Loutuana in fliicUcs, it had required, 
according to ilic diftancca, fifty, fis-iy, fourlcore, 
and a hundrea per cent, profit, upon all the 
merchandifc which it ukd to fend there, and had 
alfo reguhted, bj a rate Atll more opprcilivc, the 
price oi the commodities winch tlic colony deli- 
vered to u How was It pofiiblc that an infant 
fcitlcmcnt could make any progrefs under the 
yoke ol a tyranny fo atrocious^ Accordingly, 
the difcouragement became umserfal lo re- 
ftorc to the minds of men their energy, govern- 
incnc was dcfirous tliat a polTefiioii, which was 
become a truly national one, fiiould experience a 
happier flic With tins view they decreed, that 


every article winch the trade of France fliould 
convey into this countr), and every thing it 
Ihould bring bacu Irom thence, fiiould be ex- 
empted for ten years from all duties of cvport 
and import Let us fee to what degree of prof- 
penty an irrangcmcni fo prudent raifcd this cele- 
brated region 

I Quisi VN V Is a vafl country, bounded on the Ex ent 
north by the fca , on the call by riorida and Ca [j 
rohiia, on the weft by New Mexico , and on ihci^uCa'a 
north by Canada, and by unknown hnds, which 
arc fuppoftd to extend av far a> liudfon’s Bi} ft 
ts impolliblc to afetrtam prtcifely the exact length 
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B o o K of it ; but it*s mean breadth is two hundred 
^^^'^Icagues. {»t)i ' . I 

Throughout fuch an extent, the climate va- 
ries confidcrably. Fogs arc too frequent inLower 
Louihana, in fpring and autumn; the winters 
are rainy, and at dillaiit intervals attended with a 
flight frofl; ; mofl of the fummer days arc fpoilt 
by violent florms. The beats arc not fo exccfllvc 
in any part of tins cxtcnfivc territory as might be 
expefted from U*s latitude. This pha:nomcnon, 
which feems extraordinary to a common obferver, 
may be accounted for by natural philofophers, 
from the thick forefts, which prevent the rays ot 
the fun from heating the ground ; the numberlcfs 
rivers, wi.ich keep it conftantly damp ; and the 
winds, winch blow from the north over a long 
extent of land. 

Though difeafes arc not very common in Up- 
per Louifiana, they are flil! more unfrequent in the 
Lower. This is, however, nothing more than a 
flip of land of two or three leagues in extent, 
'overrun wuh infects, with flagnated^waters, and 
with vegetable fubdanccs, which putrify In a damp 
and warm atmofphcrc, the conflant principle of 
the diflblution of bodies. In this climate, where 
all dead bodies generally undergo a rapid putre- 
fa&ion, men enjoy a more fettled ftalc of health, 
than in ibofe regions which to all appearance are 
more healthy. Except the tetanos, which carries 
olf half the Negro children before they arc twelve 
days old, and a great number of white children, 
there is fcarcc any difeafe known in that country, 
except feme hyllcncal affections, andobflrm^lions, 
whuJx u.vLv aceix he conflilw-fyi as. a. ’j.vjwa). 't'SwXv 
quence of the kind of life winch is led there. 
From whence, can the falubrity' of the air pro- 
ceed ? Perhaps it is owen to the frequent thunders 

which 
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which arc heard upon this narrow foil. Perhaps® o o iC 
to the winds which almofb conftantly prevail there. . . 

Perhaps to the fires which it is ncccflary to kindle 
in order to deftroythe numerous- reeds which im- 
pede the cultures. 

This foil muft have appeared extremely fer- 
tile, before any trials had been made of it, fince 
it abounded with wild fruits. It fumiflied a li- 
beral provifion for a great number of birds and 
fallow-deer. The meadows, formed by nature 
alone, were covered with roebucks and blfons. 

The trees were remarkable for their bulk and 
height, and woods for dying were only wanting, 
for thofe grow merely between tlic tropics. Thefe 
favourable omens have been fince confirmed by 
fortunate experiments. 

The fource of the river which disldcs this 
imnicnfe country from north to fouth, hath not 
yet been difco\cred. The boldefi travellers have 
fcarce gone higher than two hundred leagues 
above the fall of St. Anthony, which hops the 
coutfc of it by a cafeade of fomc height, about 
the 46th degree of latitude. From thence to the 
fea, that is, throughout the fpacc of 700 leagues, 
the navigation is not interrupted. The Milliflip- 
pi, after being enlarged by the river of the Illi- 
nois, the hliflouri, the Ohio, and a great num- 
ber of fmall rivers, maintains an uninterrupted 
courfc, till it falls into the ocean. All circutn- 
fianccs concur to pro^e, that the bed of this river 
is confidcrably extended, and that it*s bottom is 
alraoft recent ground, fince not a finglc {lone is 
to be found in it. The fea throws up here a pro- 
digious quantity of mud, leaves of reeds, boughs 
and {lumps of trees, that the MiOi{Gppi is conti- 
nually waflnng down ; which different materials 
being drheu backward and forward, and being 
. collcflcd 
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0 K colltdcJ together, form ihcmfcUcs into i foliJ 
uuh, coiumujlly icmJiiig to the pro*oiigsuua ot 
ih 5 \a(l cont now. 

iip nver Inlli not any reguhr periods of 
incrcnfc or decrcilc , but, jn geiii-ril, it’s waters 
arc. higher from ilic iiiott’h ol Jaimar) to ihit 
of June, than they arc through the rclt of the 
ycir iiie bed of the nver being ver^ deep at 
the upper part, it fcldom ovcriows on the ca*t 
fvdc, ull w comes witUm iwi) leagues^ of the fca, 
nor on the uefl, ttU within a hundred leagues ; 
tliat u to lay, tn the low !-nd», which ve imagine 
to be recent, ihefe muddy gtoumU, hhe aU 
others that have not )cc acqu red a due confilU 
cnee, produce a prodigious qnanttiy of large 
Tccdi., in which all cxtrancousbodieswaihcd down 
the river arc entangled. Xtiefc bodies all join* 
ing together, and ad^ed to the ^imc that fills up 
the micrlliccs, m procefs of time Iona a mal , 
that raifes the banks higher than ilie adjacent 
ground, which forms on cacli fide an inclined 
plain Hence u happens, that the waters having 
once got out of their natu-al courfc, never get 
into It again, and arc therefore obliged to run on 
to the ocean, or to fotuv thcrofeUcs into InuU 
lakes. 

When the breadth and depth of the UlilfiHippi 
arc alone confidcred, we arc induced to tlnviL 
that the navigation is cafy It is, on the con*- 
trary, very tedious, even in coaiing down , be- 
caufc It would be dangerous b) night m dark 
weather, and bccaufc mllcad of the light canoes 
made, ot bark, wfa ch arc fo coniemciiLm the 
ii-ll of vt vs ttcccSat^ vo employ larger 

boats, winch arc confcquemly heavier, and not 
fo eafily managed. Without thefc precautions. 
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tlic boats \vould be In continual tlangei' of ftrik-BO o ic 
ing againft'thV bougbs or root^'of trees, \Yhich 
aie dragged' along n\ gteat quantities by the 
ftream, and are.irequcnily fixed under "water. 

The difTicultics are greater flill hi going up the • 
river. 

At fomc diflancc from land, before vc enter 
the MilTifllppi, care niuft be taken to keep clear 
of the Hodting wood that is come down from 
'Louifiana. The coaft is fo flat, that it can hardly 
be fecn at the diflancc of ttvo leagues, and it is 
not eafy to get up to it. The river empties itfclf 
into the fea by a great number of openings. 

Thefc. openings arc conftamly varying, and moft 
of them have but little depth of water. When the 
fliips have happily furmounted all thefe obrtacics, 
they may fail without any diflicuUy ten or twelve 
leagues, over a country funk under water, where 
the eye perceives nothing but reeds, 'and a few 
flirubs. Then, upon each fliore, they meet with 
thick forefls, which they pafs by In two or three 
days, unlcfs calms, which arc rather frequent in 
lummer, fiiould retard their progrefs. The reft 
’^of the navigation, upon a Ilrcam fo rapid, and 
fo full of currents, is performed in boats that go 
with oafs and fails, and arc forced to pafs on from 
one point of land to another j' and though they 
kt out by break of day, are thought to have made 
a confulcVablc progrefs, if they have advanced 
five or fne leagues by the clofc of the evening. 

'Die Europeans engaged in this navigation, arc 
attended by fomc Indian huntfmen, who follow 
by Kind, and fupply them with fubfiftcnce during 
the three months and a half tlfat arc employed 
in going from one extremity of the colony to the 
other. ' 

^ These 
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BOOK These tiiHlculncs of fituallon arc thcgrcatcft 
^^]uc^ ihc FrcHcU have had to furinount in forin- 
fetilcmcnis at LouiOanu. 

The Englilh, fettled in llic Ead, have been 
alwajs fo alfiduoufly employed in their planta- 
tions, that they have never thought of any thing 
but of extending and improving them. The 
Ipirit of conqucll or of plunder hath not diverted 
tliem from their labours. Had they been inclined 
to jcaloufy, the French did not beliave fo as to 
excite it. 

The Spaniards, unfortunately for thcmfclves, 
were more turbulent in the Welt. The defire of 
removing an aftive neighbour from New Mexico 
induced them, in lyao, to adopt the feheme of 
forming a confiderabic ‘colony far beyond the 
boundaries vvitUiu which they bad hitherto con- 
fined themfcivcs. The numerous caravans that 
were to compote this colony fet out from Santa 
I'V. Tlicy direflcd their march towards the 
02agcs, whom they wifiicd to induce to take up 
arms agalnft their eternal enemies, the Miflburys, 
wliofc territory they had rcfolvcd to occupy. The 
Spaniards minedilicic way, and came dircclly to ' 
that nation the ruin of which they were medi- 
tating ; and miftaking thefe Indians for the Oza- 
ges, communicated their defign without any 
referve. 

Tkc chief of the Miflboiy's, who became ac- 
quainted, by this fingular miftake, with the dan- 
ger that threatened him and his people, difiem- 
blcd his refcnimcnt. He told the Spaniards, he 
would gladly concur in promoting the fuccefs of 
their undertaking, and deftred eight and 

forty hours to aiTemble his warilors. "When they 
were armed, to the number of two thoufand, they 
fell upon the Spaniards, whom tijey had amufed 

with 
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^\uhfports, and flew them in their fleep. AIIbook 
were maflacred, without diftmflion of age or. 
fex. The chaplain, who alone cfcaped the ilaugh- ^ 
ter, owed his prefervauon to the fingularity of 
his drefs. This cataftrophe having fccurcd the 
tranquillity of Louifiana, on the fide where it 
was mod' threatened, the colony could only be 
nioleftcd by the natives; but thefe, although 
more numeroui at that time than they arc in our 
days, were ftill not very formidable. 

These favages were divided into feveral na- General 
lions, all of them very feeble, and all at enmity 
with each other, though feparated by immenfe ragesof 
deftrts. Some of them had a fixed abode. Their 
dr.cllings were only made of leaves interwoven Natebe* m 
with each other, and faflened to a number ofpvticBbr. 
flakes. Thofe who did not go quite naked, were 
only covered with the Ikins of fallow deer. They 
laed upon the produce of hunting and Aflilng, 
upon maize, and fomc fruits. Their enftoms 
were nearly the fame as thofe of the favages of 
Canada, but they had not the fame degree of 
flrength and courage, of quickncfs and fagacity; 
and their charaflcr was Icfs marked. 

Amoho thefe nations, the Natchez were the 
moll remarkable. They paid obedience to one 
man, who ftylcd Uimfclf GREAT SUN; bc- 
caufc he bore upon his breaft the image of that 
luminary, from ,.which lie claimed ins defeent. 

The x/holc bufmers of government, war, and re« 
ligion, depended upon him. All the world could 
not perhaps have produced a foTcrcign more ab- 
folmc. Ills wife cujo>cJ the lame autlioriiy, ami 
the fame honours. When any of thefe cnflavcd 
favagCi had the misfortune to Uifplcafe ctihcr of 
thefe marters, they ufed to fay to tliclr guards, 
liiif xt cf tbjt and were inftanily obeyed. 

Every 
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BOOicEvery thing of the befl: tint was afforded by" 
hunting, filhmg, or culture, the favages were 
compelled to bring to them. On the dcmife of 
either the hufband or the wii'e, it v.as nccelTary 
that many of their fubjefts fhould alfo die, that 
they might attend and ferve them m the next 
world. Ihe religion of^hc Natchez was limited 
to the adoration of the Sun , but ihii belief was 
accompanied with many ccremome^, and confe- 
qucntly attended with inifchieious elFcfls. 1 iierc 
was, however, but one temple for the wliolc na* 
tion . It was once fet on flames by the fire winch 
IS perpetually, or at Icaft habitually kept m it, 
and this event occafioned a general confterna- 
tion. Many fruulcls efforts were made to flop 
the prpgrcfs of the flames. Some mothers threw 
their children into them, and at length tiic fire 
was cxtinguifhcd. Ihcnext day thefe barbarous 
heroines were extolled m a difcourfe delivered 
by the dtfpotic pontiff It is thus that Ins au- 
thority was maintained. It is afiomlhnig liow 
fo poor and fo favage a people could be fo cruelly 
cnflaicd Cut fupcrllition accounts tor all the 
unrcafonablc aflions of men. That alone could 
dcpnic a nation of it’s liberty, which had Jittfc 
clfc to lofe. 

Most of the accounts aflirtn, upon the uncer- 
tain faith of Ibmc tradition, that the Natchez 
occup cd fora long time the caficni coafi of the 
MiiTiffippi, From the ti'cr Ibcnillc to the Ohio, 
tliai is to fa), 1 fpacc ot four hundred leagues 
III tint cafe ihc^ mull ln\c formed the irofl 
flounflniig iniiqn pt North America. It may be 
5uTpc’£tcd, ibat^hc yoVc under which ilicv nerc 
kept by wi opprcilivc anil atburary govern- 
ment, di'goncd them of their native counin 
'Ihcy mult have diipcrfcd tlicmfctvcs . and iliu 
" opinion 
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epmion fcems to be in (bmc incafurc confirmed book. 
by the circumftancc of our finding various tra- 
CCS of their .\vorn>ip at great diJiances iu iliefc n 
regions. It is certain^ that when the French ap. 
peared in Louifiana, this people confided of no 
more than two thoufand warriors, and formed oniy 
a few towns, fuuatcd at a confiderable dillance 
from each other, but all of them near the Rlimllippi. 

Tins warit of population did not prevent the 
country of the Natchez from being excellent. ' 

The climate is wholcfomc and temperate; the 
foil furccplible of rich and varied cultures; the 
' territory fulEcicntly elevated to preclude all fears 
from the inundations of the river. This country 
is generally open, extenfive, well-watered, and 
covered with pieafant hillocks, agreeable mea> 
dnws, and delicious woods, as far as the Apala- 
chian mountains. Accordingly, tlie fird French- 
men who came there, judged, that notwiihdanding 
it’s didance from the fca, this would become in 
time the center of tlic colony. This opinion 
drew numbers of them to this fpot. They were 
favourably received by the favages, and aiFdcd 
in the fcttlcmcnt of the plantations which they 
wanted to cdablilh. Exchanges that were reci- 
procally ufefu],’ laid the foundation of a friend- 
ihip apparently fincerc between the two nations. 

It might have become permanent, had not the 
tics o| it been daily weakened by the avidity of 
the Europeans, Thcfc foreigners had at fird de- 
manded the produclions of the country only as 
hnncfl merchants, but afterwards unpcrioufly 
didatcd the conditions of the tradc^ and at length 
feized upon what they were tired of pa)ing lor, 
even at a low price. T'beir audacity incrcafcd 
to fucli a degree as to expel the natives from the 
fields they had tilled themrehes. 

Vgt. V. S 


Tms 
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BOOK This tyranny was atrocious. In vain did thp 

, Natchez endeavour to put a flop to it by the moft 

humiliating fupplications. Driven to defpair, 
they endeavourcil to engage in their refentment 
all the caftern oailons, whofe difpofitions they 
were acquainted with, and towards the latter end 
of the year they fucccedcd m forming an 

almofl uni\crfal league, the purport of which 
was, to extcimmate m one day the whole race of 
theii> oppreflbrs. This negpcntion was carried 
on v\ ith fuch fuccefs as not to be ddeovered either 
by the ravages who were friends to the Trench* 
or by the French thcinfelves. Nothing but fomd 
cafually fortunate event tould prevent the fuc- 
cefs of the plot, and this event took place. 
According to the accounts of the times, the 
Nateber fent to thp confpinng nations, who were 
not better acquainted with the art of writing than 
themfelves, fome parcels, confiftmg of an equal 
number of bus of wood, Tliat there might be 
no miflake made refpefling the time when the 
common Inircd was 10 break out, it was agreed, 
that one of ihcfc bits of wood fliould be burnt 
evey day m each town, and the laft wasio be 
the figual for the Woody fccjic tliat \\a» to be ex- 
hibited. It happened tl at the wife or the mother 
of the great chief was informed of the plot by a 
fon IhC had by a Trciichiinn, She fevcral times 
warned the olficcr of that nation who commanded 
m the neighbourhood, of the circuniftancc. J,he 
indilTcrcncc or the contempt that was/lbcwn for 
Ivct adsicc did not ftifle mher heart the afitvlion 
hie had for thefe foreigner^. Her rank cntitlc,d 
her to enter the temple of the Sun at any hour 
Jliir chofe. This prerogative put u nj her power 
-tu carry, off Jticccflivcly the bus of wood uluch 
had teen dcpofiicd ui it, ami fiic dcicctumcvl to 
* , do 
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do It m order to^difturb the calculations of the D 
confpirators;at the hazard of hallening, fuicc it 
was neceflary, the defiruftion of the ^rcrchmcn 
file was fond of, in order lo infure the fafety of 
the rell who were unknotvn to her. Every thing 
happened as ftie expefted. At the fignal agreed 
upon, the Natchez fell unawares upon the enemy, 
not*^ doubling but all their allies were at the fame 
lime engaged in the fame buhnefs ; but .as there 
had been no treafon 'any where clfe, every thing 
remained quiet, as it mull ncccflarily have done. 

' This account appears very fabulous; but it is 
“very certain, 'that the period agreed upon be- 
tween the members of the confederacy to deliver 
Louifiana from a foreign yoke, was foreftalled 
by the Natchez. They were perhaps not able to 
contain their hatred any longer. They were per- 
haps feduced by meeting with unespefted facility 
in the^ exedution of their delign. Ecrhaps»they 
were properly or improperly apprehenfive that 
their intentions 'began to be fufpctled. It is a 
'certain fact, however, that of two hundred and 
twenty-two Frcnchf who were then in this fettlc- 
ment, two hundred were maffacred ; that .the 
women who were pregnant, or who had young 
children, did not lharc a more fortunate dclliny; 
and that the reft,' who .remained prifoners, were 
expofed to the btuiality of the murderers, of their 
fons and of their* hulbands. ' S I - 


The vyholc colony thought themfclves loll upqn 
the firft news of this event. They? bad nothing 
to oppofe to a number of cncrulcs* threatening 
them' on all fidci, except a few half-rotten ’palli- 
fadcs, and a few vaj'abondi badly armed and ill 
difclplincd. Perrier, in whom the authority was 
verted, had not a better opimontoC the fuuation 
ot art'airs. llowcveishc Ihcwed.a.firm counte- 
• •• ^ -.nancf. 


MO 
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ROOKnancc, and this boldncfs fcrvcd him inflcad of 

^ forces. The favages thought him not only able 
to defend himfelf) but aifo to attack thcm« In 
order to difpcl the fufptcions that might have 
been conceived againfl them, or in hopes of ob- 
taining a pardon, fcvcral of thefc. nations joined 
their tvarnors to his, in order to afllft in his re- 
\cngc. . . 

Other, troops were wanting, befide ill-afTeftcd 
allies or foldicrs,, forced into the fervice, to have 
infured fuccefs. This militia marched towards 
the country of the Natchez, with a degree of flo\v- 
nefs which alFordcd no good omen, and they at- 
tacked the forts with that indlfFcrcnce from which 
no good effect could be capcClcd. Fortunately* 
the bcficged offered to releafe all the prifoners 
they had in their poffeilion, if the troops would 
^ withdraw ; and this propofal was acceded to with 
* extreme joy. 

Bur Perrier having reccired fome reinforce- 
ments from Europe, recommended hoftilitics, in 
the beginning of the year 1731. The profpeft of 
this new danger fpicad diffentions among the 
Natchez, and this mifunderftanding brought on 
the ruin of the whole nation. A few feeble corps 
of thefc favages were pot to the fword, and a 
great number were fent flaves to St. Domingo, 
'ihofe who efcaped flavery or death, took refuge 
among the Cbickafaws. 

These were the moil intrepid people of thofc 
regions h their intimate connexions with the 
Engliflj were well known, and their favourite 
virtue was bofpitality. All thefc rcafons pre- 
■' vented the Trench at firft from requiring them to 
deliver up the Natchez, to, whom they had af- 
forded reiuge. But Bienville, who fuccccdcd 
Perrier, thought. biiofelf authorized to demand 

*- tht 
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the ccfGon of them/ The Cluckafaws, with cou-B o'o ic 
rage and indignation, refufed to comply. Both , 

Tides took up arms in 1736. The French were 
defeated in the open field, and driven back with 
lofs under the palhfadcs of their enemy. They 
tried their fortune again four years after, encou- 
raged by Come fuccours they had received from 
Canada. They were upon the point of being de- 
feated a fecond time, when fomc fortunate inci- 
dent brought on a reconciftation with thefe ra- 
vages. Since that period, the tranquillity of 
Xouifiana hath never been difiurbed. Xet us 
now fee to what degree of profperity ibis long 
peace hath raifed the colony. 

^ The coafts of Louifiana, which arc all fituated 
upon the gulph of Mexico, arc in general flat, and hr 
covered with a barren fand. They are neither in-i^eFrenth 
habited, nor capable of being fo. No forts 
ever been crefted upon them. 

Though the French mull have been defirous 
of drawing near to Mexico, they have formed no 
fcttlemenc upon the coall, which lies to the well 
of the Miffiffippi. They were undoubtedly appre- 
henfive of oflending the Spaniards, who would 
not patiently have fuffered them in this neigh- 
bourhood. 

To the eaft of the river is fituatedFort Mobile, 
on the banks of a riicr which derives it's fourcc 
from the Apalachian mounuins. It fcr\cd to 
maintain the Chaftaws, the Ahmabou>, and other 
Icfs numerous colonics In alliance with the French, 
and to fccure their fur trade. The Spaniards of 
Pcnfscolz drew tome provifions aod ntcrdiandi/c 
from this fcttlcmcnt. 

There arc a great number of outlets at the 
mouth of the Milfifiippi, which arc alvvajs vary- 
ing. Many of thcm^arc entirely, dry at ti.ncs. 

' . Some 
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BO OK. Some can only ndmit canoes or Hoops That 
towards the caft, the only one frequented at 
"‘''■■’^prefent by (hip% is very tortuous, affords onl) a 
very narrow paffage, and hath no more than 
eleven or tp-cKc feet of water m the highcft 
tides The fmall fort called 1 a Balife, which 
formerly defended the mouth of the nver, is no 
longer of any ufc fince it's canal hath been filled 
up, and fmee the flnps fail out of the reach of it’s 
cannon ^ 

IvLW Orl^vns, fituat?d at the diffancc of 
thirty leagues from the fca, is the firl\ fcttlcmcqt 
that prefens ufclf This city, which was m 
tended for a fiaplc to carry on ail the mtercourfe 
between the mother country and the colony, 
was built upon the caftern border of the nver, 
round a cr^feent, which is ‘tcceffible to all Hups, 
and where they tide m petfeft fafety The 
foundations of it were laid in 1717 , but it was 
not till 172s, that It had made any progrefs, and 
became the capital of Louifiana It’s population 
never confilied of more than fixteen hundred 
inhabitants, partly free men, and partly Haves 
The huts which originally covered it have been 
fucceffivcly transformed into convenient houfes, 
but built with wood upon bricks, becaufc the 
foil was not fufficiently firm to fupport heavier 
buddings 

1 h£ city IS placed on an ifland, which is (;xty 
leagues m length, and hath a moderate- breadth 
This ifland, the greateft part of which is not fuf 
ccptible of culture, is formed by the ocean, by 
the river MiflifEppi, by the lake Pontchartrain, 
and by the Mancbac, or the river of Ybcrvillc, 
a canal which the Mtffiffippi hath digged for itfclf, 
m order to pour jntp it the fupcrfiuous part of 
It’s waters, in the fcafon when they mofl: aboond 

There 
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Tiietc may be upon this territory about a hun* a 
dred plantations, upon which- arc found four or 
five hundred white men, and four thoufand Ne- 
groes, principally employed in the culture of in- 
digo. A few enterprifing proprietors have en- 
deavoured to grow fugar there; but fome trifling 
frolls, which are fataUto this rich production, 
have ' rendered this attempt tneffedua!.' The 
plantations arc fcldom contiguous to each other, 
but are ‘ moftly feparated by ftagnating waters 
and inorafles, cfpecially in the inferior part of 
the ifland.' 

Opposite to New Orleans, and on the wefiern 
fhorc of the Miflinippi, were fettled in 1722, three 
' hundred Germans, the unfortunate remains of 
fe\cral thoufand who had been removed* from 
their country. Their number hath trebled fince 
that period, which is not a vejy difiant one, be- 
caufc they have always been the moft laborious 
men of ibc'colony. Affified by about two thou- 
fand flaves, they cultivate maize for their food, and 
rice and indigo for exportation; They formerly 
attended to the culture of cotton ;> but they have 
abandoned it fince it has been found too (hort for 
‘ the European luanufadures. 

' A LITTLE higher up, on the fame coafi, eight 
hundred Acadians were filuaied, who bad arrived 
in Louifiana immediately after the laft peace. 
Their labours have been hitherto confined to the 
breeding of cattle, and to the cultivation of arti- 
cles of primary ncccflity. If their means iliou)d 
increafe, they will attend to the produilion of 
ai5\w.w\:!\AVivy. • , 

All ihofc productions which enrich, the lower 
‘ part of the colony, terminate at the fcttlcmcnt of 
the Poinic coupce, formed at the diftance of for- 
ty-five leagues from New Orleans. It furnifiics 
- « moreover 
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BOOK moreover tlic gjrcalcft part of the, tobacco that Is 
. confumed in 'the country, and a great deal of 

wood -tor foreign trade, 'fhefe labours employ 
five or fix hundred white mep, and twelve hunt 
drcd^lcgrocs. • * , ' 

Throughout the w'holc extent of the land* 
which arc cultivated 5n thefe fevcral felticrocnts 
- belonging to Lower Topifiana, there runs a caufet 
way defiined to fccure it from the inundations of 
the river, Lprge and deep ditches, which fur- 
round every fi^d, afford an iffuc to the waters 
which would either have penetrated or rifen above 
thc^ dike. This foil is entirely muddy ; and when 
it is to be cultivated, the large reeds which cover 
it are cut at the bottom. As foon as they are 
diy they arc fet on fire. Tbepj however lightly 
the earth be turned up, it becomes fertile in all 
produfiions rci^uirlng a damp foil. Corn does 
not thrive upon It; for the bl.ides grow, but con- 
tain no feed, Mod of the fruit trees fucceed no 
better, they grow up very faft, and arc In bloflbnx 
twice in a year but the fruit which is attacked 
by the worms, dries and geiicraJly falls olfbcforc 
it IS ripe. The peach, the orange, and the fig- 
tree, arc the ‘only ones, thp fertility pf which » 
cannot be too much extolled. 

The nature of the country iS'Vcry different in 
• 'Upper Louifiana. Toiihccaft of the Milfiflippl, 
this dlftrid begins a Hide above the river of 
Ybervillc. It’s territory,' which hath been an- 
ciently formed, is fuOicicndy railed to. be free 
from inundation^ a«d hath‘onl) a proper degree 
of majllure; it therefore, requires Irfs ca»e, and 
promifes a greater variciy ol productions. This 
Nifvc vptwSvrj.cyf VTcncbmen who aj)*., 

pcarcil in thefe countries. They fcldcd m the 
dulfiii of the Notches, and after ha\ing attempt- 
~ * cd 
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cd fcvcral cultures which were all lucccfsfuIjB O o K 
eonfincJ thcmfcUcs to that of tobacco, which , 
foon acquired In the mother-country the reputa- 
tion it deferved.^ Government expected foon to 
receive from tills IctlJcmcni a futheient quantity 
for the fuppiy of the whole monarchy, when the 
tyranny ot it’s agents occafioned it’s ruip. Since 
this fatal period, this tnc.'tbauftible foil hath re- 
mained uncultivated, till Great Britain, having 
acquired the property of it by treaties, iliall have 
conveyed there a population fufiicient to fertl- 
•Jizc it. 

A LITTLE higher up, but On the weftern fliorc, 
the Ued river empties itfclf into thc'lilillillippi. 

It is at thirty leagues dhlance from the mouth of 
it, and upon (he territory of the Natchitoches, 
that the French on their arrival in Louifiana 
crec'ted a few pailifades. The obje^ of this polt 
was to draw from New Mexico the fliecp and 
homed cattle, wlucli a riling colony is always in 
want of; and it was alto to open a fmuggiing 
trade with theSpanilh fort of the Adages, which 
is only feven leagues dlflant. It is long lince 
the multipUcation of the cattle in thofe fields, to 
which it was ncccffary to accuftom them, hath 
put an end to the firft of thefe connexions ;_and 
It was ftill earlier undcrflood, that the latter, with 
one of ihe,-poorcft fcalcmems in ihc^ world, 
could never have any real utility. Accordingly, 
the territory of the Natchitoches was foon for- 
faken by thofe whom the hopes of making a 
great fortune had drawn ibcrc. Upon this dillrift 
there are only now (o be feen the defeendants of 
a lew foldicrs, whn have fettled there at the end 
of the time they were engaged for in thefcrvice. 

, Their number docs not exceed two hundred. 

7'hcy lac upon maize, or upon thc' vegcrgblcs 
. ^ %\ hich 
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BOO K which they cultivate, and fell the fuperfluous p«^rt 
\ of their protluCiions to their indolent neighbours. 

^"''"^Thc money they receive from this feeble garri-* 
. fon, enables them to pay for the liquors and the 
clothing which they arc obliged to get from elfe- 
wherc. 

The fcttlement formed among the Akanfas is 
ftill more wretched. It would infallibly have be- 
come very flourifiiingj’if the troops, the arms, 
the bondfmen, the provifions, and the merclian' 
'difci which La\v had fent there on bis own pri- 
vate-account, had not been firft confifeated altet* 
the ‘dirgracc-;of that enterprifing man. Since 
that lime feme few Canadians only have fettled 
upon this excellent foil, who have tak'en to ihcixt« 
'fclvcs wives among the womcn^of the country. 
From thefe conneflions hath fooh aiifen an aimoU 
favage race j confiftmg only of a. few families, 
living feparate from each other, and fcarce attend-* 
- ing to any other cmployment.cxccpc that of the 
'chacc. ' ‘ ^ 

To go from the Akanfas to the Illinois coun- 
try, it IS neceflary to travel three hundred leagues : 

' for the nations in America* ate not contiguous 
to each other, as they arc in Europe, and arc 
^therefore the more independent. . They have no 
chiefs conncQcd among thcmfclves, alternately 
to feize upon, or to facrifice them, and to ren- 
. dcr'^thein fo unhappy, that they fliall' have no- 
thing to gain or to loic, by a change of country 
^ ,and of mailer. The llimois, filuated in the moll 
‘ northern part of Louifiaoa,"'w_crc continually 

beaten, and always upon the point of belli" dc- 

flroycd by the Iroquois, or by other warlike iia- ; 
tions. They flood m need of a defender ; and 
the French took that part upon thcmfclves, by‘- 
occupying a portion oT their icrritor)*, at the 
• ■ mouth 
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mouth of their river, and upon the more plca^ B 0 0 K. 
fane, and more fruitful banlcs of the Mifliffippi, 

Under this proteftion, the llUnois have avoided 
the deftiny of moll of the nations in the New 
World, of whom there fcarcc remains any rci 
membrance. Nc\crthelcri, their ^number hath 
diininilhcd, in proportion as that of their pro- 
teflors. hath increafed. 'riicfe foreigners have 
gradual!) formed a population of two thoufand 
three hundred and tourfcorc free perfons, and of 
eight hundred Haves, diftributed in fix villages, 
five of which arc fituated upon the eaftern border 
of the river. 

X}^roaTUN\TCI.Y, moll of thefe people have 
entertained a paffion tor running about the woods 
to buy up the peltries, or have indulged ihem- 
feives with remaining in their warchoufes, waiting 
nil rue f.uagcs brought them the produce of their 
chafa. They would have worked more urefuUy 
ibr themfilvcs, for the colony, and for France, 
had they digged the excellent foil upon which 
chance had placed them ; and had they required 
of it the feveraf kinds of corn produced in the 
■ Old World, which Louifiana hath been obliged 
to draw from Europe, or from North America. 

But, how much hath the fetilcmcnt formed by the 
French in the country of the Illinois, and how 
much have their other fcltlcmcnts fallen fiiort of 
this profpcriiy ? 

Navck did the colony, in it*!, greateft fplen* 
dour, rccl.on more than feven thouUnd Negroes, 
CNclufivc of the troops, the number of which 
varied, from three hundred to two thoufand men, 

Tliii feeble popchtion was fcatccrcd along tlic 
‘bcrdcra. ot tUt. Miiutuppi, throughout a fpacc of 
five hundred leagues j and was defended by a 
few fmall Ions, fituated at an iinmcnfc difiancc 

from 
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BOO Kfrom each other. NcvcrthcldV, thefe men were 
. dcfccndcd from that feum of Europe, which 

Kraiice had, as it were, vomited forth into the 
F4cw World at the time of Law^s fydem. All 
thofe mifcrablc men had perifhed, without lcav< 
ing any ilTue, The colonifti were robull; men, 
arrived from Canada, or difbanded foldiers, who 
had fcuftbly preferred the labours of agriculture 
to a life of idlencfs, in uhicli prejudice and pride 
had confirmed them. Every inhabitant received 
from government a fuitable piece of ground, with 
feed to fow it, a gun, an ax, a mattocU, a cow 
and a calf, a cock and Itx hens, with a plentiful 
fupply of wliolcfomc' provlfions for three years. 
Some officers, and fomc rich men, had formed 
conftdcrable plantations," which occupied eight 
thoufand Haves. 

This colony feat to France fourfeore thoufand 
weight of Indigo, Tome hides, and much peltry. 
It fenc'to the Klands, tallow, fmoked meats, 
pulfcj^rlce, maizc^ pitch, 'tar, and timber for 
Hiipi and for houfc-building. Thefe fcvcral ar« 
ticies collcftcd, might be worth c, 000,000 of 
, livres *, This fum was paid for in European 
, mcrchandire, and in the produftions of the Eaft 
Indies. The colony even received more than it 
gavc^ and derived this fingular ^advantage from 
the cxpcnccs of fovereignty. 

* Tut public expcnces were always too confix 
derabls at Louiliana. They often exceeded, even 
in times of full peace, the whole produce of the 
feitlcmcnt, Perhaps the agents of government 
would have been more circumfpea, had the bull- 
nefs been iranfaScd with monc^. 
natc facility of^ iKiying| every thing with' bills, 

- * •14331- fis.8d.' , ' 
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S?Wch were not to be difeharged till their arrival B O o 
in the mother^country, rendered ‘tllcin gcncrallv 
lavlfli, and fomc of them were even dilhoneir* 

VoT their own private emoluments, they ordered 
the conltruflion of forts, which were of no kind 
of ufe, and which eo(l tW^enty times more thaii 
they ought to have done* They multiplied, 
witnout rcafon) as without meafure, the annuaj 
prefcnis which the court of VcrfajIIes were aO- 
cudomed to fend to the favage tribes. 

Thc exports and imports of Louiflana were 
not carried on upon iliips belonging to itfelf; 
for it had never thought of having one finglc 
vefleh Sometimes it received feme feeble em- 
barkations from thc ports of France, and fomc- 
fimes large boats from the /ugar iOands* But 
mod frequently, (hips dKpatched from the md- 
ther*eountry to Sc* Domingo, left part of their 
cargo in this rich fettlement; and after having 
fold the red of it in the Midiflippi, ufed to 

load ihcmrcivcs, on their return to it, with 

every thing that might be warilcd at St. Dd- 

inrngo, or which might be fuitable to tile mo- 

ther-country. 

Louisiana, which nature fccrticd to invite to F«nce 
atgreat degree of profpenty, would undoubtedly 
have auamed to it, if government liad had thc gre« aJ- 
prudcncc to attend to thc withes of the French 
I’roicftants, wlio had taken refuge in thc colonics ** * 
Icttlcd bv the Xncliflr to the north of thc New Fauiu that 

vJndcr. the mod brilliant reign, and at thsrj«.f* 
mod fortunate period of that reign, three hun- 
dred tlioufand Cahinid families were cnjo)inff 
peaceably in France, the rights of men and oT 
citizens: rights which had been confirmed to 
iliciu by the lamous ed:^, which had quieted fo 
- 
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B o o U many trouble*, ind jiut an cud to fo many cab* 

. imncs, the cdift ot Kimcs louis XIV. the 

terror of In* nti^^hbotirs, jnd the ulo! of his fub- 
jefts, had neither cucinics to fear \iiilhour, nor 
rebels within )m province^ Ihc l^rotcHants^ 
quiet from motucs of dut) a* well as intcrclV, 
thought of notliiiig but ftramg the date, and of 
contributing towards it*s power and it’s glory' 
'Ihcy were placed at the head ot fcveral new nia- 
nufa^urce , and being difpcrfcd in the inarnime 
countries, ana\),whicb was forniidablc in it’s 
infancy, derived it’s principal (hength Iroin 
them Where an cafy and decent coinpclcncy 
prevails, the fruit of labour and of indullry, there 
we generally meet with good morals Thd IVq- 
tcllams, in particular, were JiUinguilhed by thdm, 
bccaufc they were the leafl nu ncroub, and mod 
laborious of (he fubje^s, and becjufe they had 
to juftify their faith by rbcir virtues 

Lvutev thing, I fay again, was quiet in the 
intenoi part of the Kingdom but faccrdotal 
pride and phanfaical ambvunn were not fo The 
clergy of 1 ranee. Home, and the Jcfuits, were 
continually importuning the throne, with tlieir 
fcandalous rcmonrtranccs Jt was reprefented, 
that rrcnchmcn who did not humble thcmfclves 
beford a confcllor, who fiw nothing but brcad*in 
the coiifecratcd hod, who never faul inafs , who 
never brought any offering to the altar , who 
married their coufins \/ithoui ourchafing difpen 
faiion* , It was reprefented, that fuch Irench- 
men could not love their country nor their 
fovercign It wa* bid, lint they were in faft 
nothing more than traitors and hypocrites , who, 
in order to flnjce oflf the yoKe of obedience, 
waited only for a favourable circumdance, which 

fooncf 
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fooncr or later they would find fomc opportu- B 00 ^ 


nity to excite. . 

''\Vhi,n jmpofture- fliall awaken the apprehen- 
fions of the foverclgn, with rclpccl to the fidelity 
of his fub]c£ts,‘ it is difficult to prevent it^s being 
Hftcned to with attention. Ncverthelcfs, - we 
Hull venture to' alk, whether Louis XIV. w'as 


cxcufable, when he feemed not to know how 
much his Proteftant fubjefts were ufcful to him? 
Wc fliall venture to alk* if he could* ferioufly be- 
lieve, that 'they would become more fo, when 


they were turned Catholicks; and if the tolera- 
tion of a mafierj fo powerful and fo abfolutr, 
could ever bring oh any of thofe difagrecablc 
confcquenccs with \yhich he was incenantly threat- 
ened? The Protcildnt$''had been feditious, it is 
tuie: but they had been perfccutcd, and had 
been made, alternately with Catholicks, the 
fpott of the turbulent ambition of the great. The 
idea of fo much blood fpllt m the. preceding 
reigns, Ihould it not have made him apprehenfue 
of Ihcdding more? Pali events fhould have taught 
him, that a king hath no power over religious 
opinions; tbat^thc confcicnccs of men arc notfo 
fbc compelled; that fortune, life, and' dignities, 
.are* nothing in compariron of eternal punilK- 
ments ; and that if it be right, in a country where 
only one form of w’orfliip is obferved, to forbid 
lacccL to any foreign fupcrllitioni )ct pd\%cr will 
never c.xcludc that \ybich is already cllablillici 
there ; Louis XIV. experienced tlil^. You nio- 
narch.s, who arc iptriificd W'ith the care orgoven;- 
ing ir.cu, make it your bufmefs id be acquainted 
abetn. Study their paffions, in order tint 
you may govern them by their paffions. Know 
that a pimcc who fays to his-fubjcfls, your rcli- 
■gion diffieafes me, it is my plcafurc that you 
, * * ' ' '^'ihoulJ 
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BOOK ftiould renounce it, has nothing to do but to railfl 
the gallows, and to prcparc'the \vhecl, and let 
his executioners liold tliemfelvcs in rcadinefs. 

Louis XIV. intruded with the execution of 
hU projedt, which was impious in religion and« 
abfurd in policy, two miniders imperious as. 
himfclf; two men who hated the Protedants, 
becaufe Colbert had employed them. One of 
thefe was Le Tcllicr, a harlh and fanatic man j ^ 
the other llouvots, a cruel and fanguinary mi- 
niftcr; he who gave it as his opinion, that all 
Holland fiiould be funk under water, and who 
afterwards caufed the Palatinate to be reduced to 
allies. Immediately, on the flighted pretence, 
the churches of the Calvinids arc flmt upj they 
tliemfelvcs arc excluded from every ofiice in the 
public levenue; they cannot be admitted in* 
to any corporation j their clergy were fubfedlcd 
to taxation; their mayors arc deprived of no- 
bility; the legacies Icit to their confiftorles, are 
applied to hofpitals ; the olBcers of tile king's 
lioufchold, the fccrelarics of the king, the nota- 
ries, the. counfcllors, and the attOrnics, have 
ordeis to quit their fundlions, or to renounce 
their faith, 'llicfc adls of violence arc fucceeded 
by abfurdity. A declaration of council, in the 
year 1681, authorizes children of feven jears of 
age to renounce their faith. Children of feven 
years of age who have a faith, who have a civil 
will, and who enter into public engagements I 
Thus it is, that the fovcrcign and the pried can ' 
equally make children of men, and men of 
children ? 

. But it became ncccflary to withdraw children 
from the authority of their parents ; for which 
purpofe force was employed. Soldiers were ap- 
pointed, to carry them off from their paternal 

^ ■> i dwelling. 
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dwcllingj and took poffeffion of it in their ftcad. book: 
The cry of defolatlon refounded from one end 
the kingdom, to the other. The people began to 
think of removing at a diftance from the oppref- 
for.' Whole families deferted ; their houfes were ' 
converted into guard-rooms. The powers that 
were the rivals of France, offered them an 
afylum. Amfterdam - was enlarged with a multi- 
tude of houfes prepared for ihcir reception. The 
provinces were depopulated. The government* 
beheld thefe emigrations, and were diflurbed. 

The panifliment of the galUes was decreed againft 
the fugitive artifan and the Tailor. All the paf- 
fages ^cre clofcd.’ Nothing was forgotten that 
could poflibly enhance the merit of the facrificc ; 
and more than five hundred thoufand ufeful 
citizens made their efcape, at the rlfk of.recelv* 
ing in their way the crown of martyrdom. 

It was in 1685, in the mtdff of thefe horrors, 
that the fatal retolution of the edift of Nantes 
appeared. The clergy who were fleady in their 
opinions, were ordered to quit ,tbc kingdom 
within a fortnight, on pain of death. Children 
were torn from the arms of their, fathers and 
mothers. And thefe horrible afls were authorized, 

' by a fet of deliberate men ; by an’ aflerobly of* 
grave perfons ; by a fupreme court ! They were - 
lathers, and )et they did not ihudder while they 
gave orders forthc infringement of the rnofl facred 
laws of nature! ' ' 

In the mean while, the minds of men were in- 
flamed. The Proteftants afTcmblcd; they were' 
attacked ; they defended themfclvcs, and dra- 
goons were fent againft them. And now the 
hamlets, the villages, the fields, the highways, 
and the gates of the cuies, were planted with 
fcaflblds and drenched with blsod. The intec-1 
Von. V. T dants 
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B o o Kdants of the provinces vied with' each other in 

^XVi. cruelty. Some minifters,* venturing to preachy 
and' to write, were felzed upon, and put to death. 
The pcifons were foon incapable of holding the 
nunibcr of the pcrfccuted; and it was the will of 
a fmgle man that could make fo many perfons 
unfortunatcl' Af hjs word,iall the civil and moral 
tics were broken! At-'his word, a thoufand ci- 
tizens, revered^for their virtues, their dignities^ 
and their talents, were devoted to death and to 
infamy! O ye people! ye herd of weak and mean 
men I 1 ^ j . 

'I And thou^ blind tyrant! becaufe thy priefts 
have not the art of perfuafion to make their argu- 
ments victorious; bccaufc they cannot' cffactf 
from the minds of thofc innocent men, the pro^ 
found 'traces which education had engrated in 
them; becaufe tbefe men will neither be bafei 
nor hypocritical, nor infamous ; becaufe they 
chufe rather to obey their God than to obey thee, 
mud thou deprive them of their property, put 
chains upon them, burn them, hang them up, 
and drag their* carcafles upoa a hurdle? When 
thou withdrawcft thy proteSion from them, 
becaufe' they do not think as thou do’ft ; why 
fhould they not withdraw their obedience from " 
thee, bccaufc thou 'thinkeft difFcrcntly from 
them? It is thou who do’ft* break the com- 
pact. . * 

The churches of the Proteftants were dc- 
ftroyed. Their minifters were either put- to 
'death, or they fled. But this did not put a ftop 
to the defcrtion of the pcrfccuted perfons.' What 
fteps were therefore ro 6e taken to prevent it? 

It was imagined that flight would be Jels fre- 
quent when the gates were laid open. This 
proved to be a miftokc; and after the paflbgcs 
- ^ llad 
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hsd been opened, they were (hut again, aJc-BOOK. 
cond time with as little laccefs as at firft. r 

. Thc die^dful wound which fanaticifni then 
inflifted on the nation, hath continued bleeding 
down to our days, and, will ftill remain open. 

Armies dcftTO)cd are recruited; provinces that 
are invaded are recovered; but the , cmigratioa 
of ufeful men, who convey to foreign nations 
their indullr); and thtlr talents, and raifc them at 
once to a level with the. nation which they have 
quitted, is an evil which cannot^ be remedied. 

The citizen of the world, whofe comprchcnfivc 
mind' embraces ihc.mtcrcil of all the human 
race, will perhaps be comforted on this occadon; 
but the true patriot will never ccafc to deplore* 
the event. . . 

I This patriot is the man, who at. tbis^ inftant' 
addrelfes himfclf to kings in tite following, terms: 

* Uulcrs of the world, ‘when a man, under the 
' ‘ name of pried, iliall contrive to conncfl his 

‘ intcreds with the pretended intcrefls of a God: 

when, his fufpicious hatred can induce him to 
‘ make ufc of the name -of that God, whom he 

* will not fail to rcprcTent as jealous and cruel, 

* in order to excite perfccuiion again ft the man 
‘ who fliall not think Jihe docs ; or to fpeakwith’ 

* greater prccifion, who Ihall not think as the 
‘ prieft would have him think, woe to you and 

* to jour fubicils, if )ou Ibould liften to fuch 

* infinuaiionsl* , 1 

. Iw the mean while, the French Protedants, 
fcattcrcd over the fcvcral parts of the globe, were 
every where turning their forroaful looks to- 
vrards their former countrv*. 'ihofc vtho had 
iound an af^Iuin in the northern part of Amc> 
rica, dcfj.airmg ever to be. able to rcvilit tUrir 
lormcr l.abii.uii:us, wKhed at lead to be con- 
‘ . T a >.e£led 
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BOOKncdccl with the amiable nation from which ty- 
ranny had Teparated thcm4 They oiicred to 
convey their induftry and their capitals to Loui- 
liana, provided they might be allowed to follox'f 
their mode of worthip there. Unfortunately fof 
the (late, the fuperllitton ot ‘Louis XIV. and the 
tveaknefs ol the regent occafioned thefe propofals 
to be rejedted. ' « 

-Nevertheless, what analogy Is there between 
the tenets of religion, and the fpcculations of the 
ramiftry ?• No more, it fhould feem, than there 
is between the prcfcriptlons of the phyfician and 
the dodlrinc he profeffes. Hath the patient ever 
thought of alking his phyfician whether he went 
to church or to meeting? Whether he believed in 
God or not ? Rulers of the earth, he who caufes 
the fun Indifcriminatcly to ftine on orthodox or 
on heretic regions; he who fuffers his fertile 
dew to fall equally on tbeir fields ; doth he not 
declare to you, with fufHcient evidence and ener- 
gy, how much it ought to be indifferent to yon 
by what men they arc peopled,, and by what 
hands they arc cultivated? It is your’s to pro* 
ted them ; it is your’s to animate their labours ; 
’it is your’s to encourage them induftry and their 
virtues. It is the part of God to Icarch into 
^ their hearts, and to judge them. Doth he ren* 
dcr the mothers of the Calvinifts barren ? Or doth 
he ftifle the child iiv the .womb of the Lutheran 
'women, when they arc pregnant? How, there* 
fore, do ye dare to condemn to exile, to death, 
^ or to mifery worfc than thclc, that being, whom 
the Sovereign ot all fovereigns, your Father and 
their’s, permiu to live and to profper? Bccaufc 
luals hath not been performed, or tcipersfung 
at Louiliana, have the produdloni of the fo.l 
been Ids plcotiful, left, \aluablc, and Icfs ufe- 

fuU 
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fu\ ? Had the country been peopled with ortho- B o'o k 
dox perfons, and that fome reafon of ftate had jn- , 
duced you to attempt the conqueft of it, you 
would have put them all to the fword without hc- 
fiiation; and yet you fcruple to intrull the culture 
of them to heretics. With what ftrange madnefs 
are you afFcftcd ? A conformity of worlhip puts 
no flop to your fcrocioufncls, and a difference 
of worfliip excites It. Is it then confident with 
the dignity of the chief of. the date, to regulate 
his condud by the fanatic fplrit and narrow views 
of the diredor of a religious femlnary ? Is it 
confident with his wifdoni, to admit among the 
number of his fubjeds none but the flaves of his 
prieds? I fliould not be in the Jcalt furprifed, 
after having, determined > an old pufillanimous 
monarch, humbled by a long feries of calami- 
' ties, to complete them all by the revocation of a 
ialutary edid, (bat the < fuperdittous and hypo* 
critical men who furrounded him ihould have led 
him on, from one circumdance to another, to 
Tcjed the advantageous propotals of the rcligl* 

' ous people in the New World j but that confi* 
derations, which may be called merely monadic, 

> Ihould have had the fame influence over the en- 
lightened prince who held the reins of.tha empire 
after the old monarch, and who certainly was ne- 
ver accufed of bigotry,- is a circumftancc which I 
cannot explain. . 

iHDLPENDEiiTLYof tUls fatal fydcm, iouifiana 
would not probably have languiflied for fo long a 
time, had it not been for an original error adopt- 
ed, of granting lands indifcrlminatcly to every 
perfon vho applied for them, and in the manner 
in which he defiredtbero. Immcnfc deferts would 
not then have feparated the colonifts from each 
other. I Being brought near to a cbmman center. 
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B o o K they would have afHRed each othcr> and would 
enjoyed, all the advantages of a wdl-rcgu* 
"'''"^latcd fociety. As population incrcafcd, the lauds 
•would have .been cleared to a greater extenc* 
Inflead,jDf a ifew hordes of favages,,we fliould 
have feen airifing colony, which might in^time 
have become ai powerful nation, and procured 
infinite advantages to France. * u 

Thrs French, who annually purchafe fcQUi 
eighteen to twenty millions weight of tobacco* 
might ha\ c . encouraged the cultivation of ,it in 
Louifiana, and mightbavcdrannfromthatfct- 
tlement a fulGcicnt iquanfay. of it for their owti 
confumpiion. 'Suchjvcre the hopes that govern- 
ment entertained, when they ordered all the to- 
. bacco plants in France to be looted up. -Con- 
vinced- that the lands in their provinces were 
adapted to more important and richer^ cultures, 
they thought it would be. advantageous both to 
the mother-country, and the colony, to fccurc to 
this infant fettlement a market foe. that, produc- 
tion which required the lead' capital, the lead 
time, and experience... When Law, the proje^ 
tor of ibis undertaking, fell into dlfcreiltt, this 
feheme, the -advantages of which were, fo evi- 
dent, was.forgotteny and fliarcd the fame fate as 
thofc which were merely the offspring of. aidifor- 
dered. imagination. The bhndncfs of _thc mi- 
niftry was kept up by the private intcrefts of the 
agents of. the treafury; and -this is not one of 
the lead Jnifchicfs the finance has done to the 
monarchy. > ■ • . i - i • 

The wealth which tobacco would have pro- 
cured lo the colony, would have made it fcnfiblc 
of the advantages that might be denied from the 
Spacious and licauutuX meadows wjili which that 
country abounds. They, would foon have been 

cocred 



: : IN THE EAST AND WEST. INDIES, u 2^9 

covered with numerous herds, whofc hides wouIdB 00 k 
have preventedithe mothcr-CQUiury from.pur» . ^ 
chafing any from other nations, and .whofc fled), 
when prepared and faked, would have been dift 
pofed of in the iflands, inftead of foreign beef. 

Horfes and mules, multiplying in the fame pro- 
portion, would have freed the Trench colonics 
trom the dependence, ihey.havc always had up- 
on the Englifli and Spaniards for this neceflary 
article. ^ i . ' ' . • . 

As foon as the colomfts had -begun to exert 
themfclves, they would have proceeded from one 
branch of indufiry to another. They could not 
pofiibly avoid building Ihips;' for- the country 
was covered with wood fit for the hull, and. the 
fir.trces chat. grew in great plenty along the coalf, 
would'bave afforded raaftsjand tac. i There was 
, no want of oak- for the planks, and if there had 
• been, it might have been fupplied by cyprefs, 
which is lefs apt to fplit, bend, or break,. and 
the additional thicknefs . of which »m}gbt have 
compenfated for it’s want of ftrength anditard- 
nefs. They might cafily have grown hemp for 
the fails and rigging. Nothing, perhaps, need 
have been imported but iron and. it Is even 
more than probable that there are iron mines in 
Louifiana.4 > > - 

! Tun forclls being thus cleared without any ex- 
pence, and even with advantage, would have-left 
the foil fit for the culture of corn and indigo. .The 
produftlon of fiik might even have bccn..undcri. 
taken with fuccefs,' when once the colony had 
^ been fufficicntly populous to attend to an employ- 
ment, which the nuldnefs of the climate, the 
number of mulberry trees, and fomc fuccefafuJ 
trials, had conllamly invited them to. In a word, 
tvhat might not have been expected from a coua- 
i tty. 
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BOO Ktry» where the air is temperate, and the Toil even, 

, XVI frefc, and fertile} andwhich, properly fpcaking, 

'““"'‘''"^had never been inhabited, but traterfed carclefs- 
ly, by vagabonds equally dcilitute of Owill and 
eonducl? / 

Had Louifiana attained to that degree of per- 
fection It was capable of, it’s harbour would Toon 
hat e been made more cafy of accefs. This might 
perhaps have been effefted, by flopping up all 
the fmall pafles with the floating trees waflicd 
down by the waters, and by collecting the whole 
force of the dream in one Angle channel. If the 
foftnefs of the foil, the rapidity of the n\cr, or 
the ebbing of the fca, bad oppofed infurmount- 
able obflacles to this projeCl^ genius might have 
found Tome refourccs againil them. Every art, 
and every ufcful improvement, would have fuc- 
ccflivcly appeared to form a flourifliing and vi- 
gorous colony in that fpacious plain of Ame- 
rica. 

I This profpcA, which had never been feen but 
atadiftancc, feemed to be drawing near at the 
laft peace The inhabitants, to whom the trea. 
fury owed feven millions of hvres *, moflly act 
quircd by criminal manoeuvres, defpainng of ever 
obtaining the payment of this diflioncft debt, 
or being only able lo flatter thcmfclves that they 
ihpuld obtain u at a didaiit period, and m part 
only, turned their attention to fomc important 
cultures with fuccefs. Their trade was incrcafcd 
with part of the peltry trade, which bad formerly 
belonged to Canada. The French iflands, the 
wants of which were contmually mcrcafing,vvhilo 
their refourccs were dimmifliing, required of 
them more wood, and more articles of Aibrifl- 


,6(61 tjs 


ence 



IN THS CAST AND WEST moiES. 'aSi 

cncc. The fraudulent connection* with RIcx 1 co,b o o JC 
, which the war had interrupted, were renewed. , 

The traders of the mothcr-country, excluded 
from fomc of the markets they had frequented, 
failed towards the MifliHippi, the borders of 
which, too long ncglcflcd, were at length go- 
ing to be inhabited. Already had two hundred 
Acadian families fixed there ; and the unfortu* 
nate remains of that nation, dirperfed among the 
Englilh fciilcmcnts, were preparing to follow 
them. The fame difpofitions were obferved in 
feveraV colonifls of St. Vincent’s and Granada, 
diffaiisfied with their new mailers. Twelve or 
fifteen hundred Canadians had already begun 
their march toLouiliana, and were to be followed 
by many more. There arc even flrong reafons 
to think, that fevcral Catholics were preparing to 
quit the Britilh polTclTions, in order to go into 
this fpacious and beautiful country. 

Such was the (late of things, when tlie court "The 
of Vcrfaillcs announced to the inhabitants 
Louiliana, on the aift of April 1764, that by accdeiJu- 
fccrcl treaty made the 3d of November 1762, the’^“*'® 
property of this iQand bad been given up to tbet^dlh-y 
court ot Madrid. The languid Hate of the co^anghew 
lony, the ohftaclcs which prevented it’simprovc-t^®''^ 
ment, the impoflibility of putting it in a fitua- 
tion to refill the whole force of the enemy united 
upon the frontier, thefc confiderations inud eafily 
have determined the French miniftry to this cef- 
fion, apparently fo confiderablc. ,But what mo- 
tive could induce Spam to accept it ? Would it 
not have been better for them to facrificc Florida 
without any indemnification, for the rcftoration 
of .public tranquillity, than to receive in ex- 
change a poficliion wnich it w.;is impofiible for 
them to defend? If it were a barrier againft the 
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BOO Kcntcrprifcs which aaambuious, adlWe, and 
. erful nation; might*- form againft Mexico, was it 
the intcreft of Spam that a faithful ally fliould 
fuflam the heft (hock, which would warn them of 
the ilorm, and might perhaps give them time to 
diflipatc It ? ' 1 r 

L But in whatever manner this event may be 
conhdered in a political view, will it not be look* 
' cd upon as an olTcnce againft morality, thus to^ 
have fold or given away the members of the com* 
murity to a foreign power ^ Por what right Ins a 
prince to difpofe of his fubje^s vitliout /their 
confent ? i 

'What becomes of the rights of the people, if 
all IS due from the nation to the prince, and no’- 
thing from the prince to tlie nation ^ Are there 
then no rights but tliofc ofrpnnccs ^ Ibcfc pre- 
tend to derive their power from God alone. This 
snaiiim, which ts invented by* the clergy, 'only 
with a dcfign of railing kings above the peop'e, 
‘that they ihemfclvcst may command even kings 
m the name of the dcii), is no more than an iron 
chain to bind a whole nation under th& power of 
one man. h is no longer a mutual tie of love 
and virtue, of intcrcft and fidelity, that givci to 
one family the rule m the mtdil of a lucict). 

* But vhy Ihould ilie fovcrcign authority wifh to 
conceal it’s being derived from men ^ Kings arc 
fufEcicntly informed by nature, experience, hif- 
tory, and then own confcioufncfs, thatit is of the 
people they hold all they poflefs, whether con- 
quered by arms, or acquired by treaty. As they 
receive trom the people all the marks of obe- 
■iriti/w;, -tt’rry Vriry to accept Irotn 

them all the rights of authority ? Nothing is to be 
apprehended from voluntary fubmilfion, nor is any 
thing to, be obtained b/ the abufc of ufurpcJ 

power. 
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power. It can, only, be- fupported. by yiolcnccjB o o fi 
and is it pofliblc that a prince, can be happy 
commands only , by .force, and is .obeyed only 
through , fear ? He. cannot fit cafy,.npoQ his 
throne, when, he cannot rcigp. without aflcrting 
that he holds his crown from God alone. ■ Every 
man tn^y mo^e truly affirm, that he holds from 
Gqd his life, his liberty, .the unalienable right of 
being governed only» by tcafon and jufticc. . The 
welfare, then, .and- fecurity of the people, is the 
fupreme law on which all .others depend. This 
is, undoubtedly, .the real fundamental law of. all 
focicty. It is by this v.e mull interpret every 
particular law which muft • be* derived from 
this principle, and fcryc to explain and (up* 
port it. . , ..... 

Ip we apply this rule to the treaties of.diviCon 
and cciTion which kings make between thcmfclvcsj 
will it appear that jhey base the* right of. buy- 
ing, fclling-vor exchanging their fubjcfls, witli- 
out their confent? Shall princes then arrogate to 
thcmfclves the barbarous right of alienating or 
mortgaging their provinces and their fubjefts as 
they would tlicir cflecls or cflates ; while the fup- 
plics granted for the fuppori of their boufe, the 
forefts of their domairi, the jewels of their crown; 
are all facred unalienable clTcfls, which we muft 
never have rccourfc to, even in the moft, prefling 

exigencies of thc.ftalc. Mctblnks I hear the 

voice of a numerous colony exclaiming from A- 
mcrica, and aildrcfiing the, mother-country in the 
following terms ; 

“ Wh at ha> c I done to thee, that thou fliould'ft 
“ ddi\cr me up into the hamh of a flrangci ? 

“ Did I not fpriug from thy loins? Havel not 
“ fown, planted, cultivated, and reaped for thee 
** alone? When thy ihips coavc)cii. me to.thcfc 
“ fhorcs. 


ai4 ]ii:>iUK)r c>r oi^i^iuiuviciNid ii\t\u:. 

BOOK** Azores, fo iJincrcnl from thv own I'appy cU- 
. ** matci tlidfl: thou not engage (or ever lo protefi 

’ “ me wiih thy fleets and armies ? Have I not 

** fought in fupport of thy rights, and defended 
“ the country thou gaveft me ? After having fer* 
** tilized it by my labour, have I not maintained 
“ it for thee at the cxpcncc of my blood? Thy 
“ chUdrcn’wcrc my parents or my bretlircn j thy 
** laws my boaft, and thy name my pride : that 
** name which I have driven to render illuflrious 
** among nations to whom it was unknown. I 
**. have procured thee friends and allies among 
“ the ravages. I flattered myfcif with the 
** thought that I might one day come in compc> 
** tition with thy rivals, and be the terror of tlnnc 
** enemies. But thou had forfaUen n)e. Thou 
** had bound me without my confent, by a treaty, 
“ the very concealment of which was a treachery. 
** Unfeeling, ungrateful parent, how couId*d thou 
“ break, in oppofition to the dictates of nature, 
*‘ the tics by which I was attached to thee, even 
“ from my birth? 'VVbilcwjih inccffani and pain- 
“ ful toil I was redoring to thee the tribute of 
** r.ourilhmcnt and fubfidcncc 1 had received 
“ from thee, I wifbed for no other comfort than 
'“‘that of living and dying under thy law,’ That 
** comfort thou had refufed me. Thou had torn 
** me from my family to deliver me up to a maf- 
“ ter whom I did not approve, llcdore my pa« 
rent to mc> rcdorc me to him whofe name I 
have been ufed to call upon from my carlieft 
“ infancy. It is in thy power to make me fub- 
“ mil againd my will lo a yoke’which I abhor; 
but this fubmiflion will only be temporary. I 
(hall languifli and pcrifii with grict and'weak- 
** nefs ; or if I fhould recover life and vigour, it 
will only ’be to “withdraw royfelf from con- 
, ‘ “ neflions 
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** ncftions 1 dctcll; though I fliould'cvcn bcBOOK* 
compelled to deliver ifijfeU*’ up to thy ene« . 

**. mics ?** , . • * " 

This avetfion which the inhabitants of Lomfi-Conduia 
ana had to the Snanifli Eovernment, did not alter 
the arrangements made between the courts ot LTiit~-aTi». 
Madrid and Vcrraillcs. On the 28th February 
iy66, M. XJlloa arrived in the colony with four- 
fcorc Spaniards. According to the ufuai forma 
he ought to have taken pofteflion immediately on 
his landing. But this was not the cafe: thec^^ 
ders hill continued to be given out in the name 
of the king of France; the French magiflrates 
{iiU a£fcd in that capacity; and the troops dill 
continued to do^hc duties of the fcrvicc undw 
French banners. The perfon who rcprcfcntcd 
Lewis XV, dill retained the command. Thefe 
circumdances perfuaded the inhabitants, that 
Charles UI. was caufing the country to be e:£a- 
mined ; and that he would determine to accept or 
rcje£t it, according as he (liould dnd it to the ad 1 
vantage or difadvantage of Ids power. This exa- 
mination was made by an officer who appeared to 
have no favourable opinion of the region which 
he had come to reconnoitre ; and it was natural 
to hope that he would put his madcr out of con- 
ceit with it. 

Tms lUufion was In general prevailing, when a 
law came from Spain, to forbid Louifiana front 
carrying on any trading connexions with the 
markets where it had hitherto fold it’s produ^ 
lions. This fatal decree was accompanied, a^ 
cording to every tedimony, with intolerable 
haughtmed, with odious monopolies, and with 
repeated aX> of arbitrary authority ; evils, which 
were the more opprcfiivc, as they appeared to be 
the wo^kof.thc French commander, over whom 
'■ 'Ulloa 
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BOO KUlloa bad acquired fucli an afccndani]| as to n Jbc 
himHhcvilc^ififlrument of all his caprices fhefe 
accusations were perhaps ei^aggcratcd ' But Uid 
''Spaniards fiiould no^ have difdamcd to take ciery 
ftep wh eh might have undeceived thcprejudiccd 
people, and foUened their irritated minds 

This contemptuous behaviour, which was con- 
fidcred as the grea^ell outrage, and as the utinoft 
Hretch of t)rainy, drove the people, to defpair. 
An infallible way of acquiring happmefs and 
tranquillity prefented ufclf to them They had 
only to go acrofs the river to obtain it fne 
Enghfti goitrmnent folicitcd theui to accept an 
excellent territory, together with every kind of 
encouragement for the culture of ir, and all the 
prcrogatucs of liberty but they were attached 
to their country by a faertd and beloved tie. 
They cbofe rather to petition the council, tliat 
XJlloa fliould be obliged to retire, and fines he 
had deferred till then to take poTefiion, that he 
ihould not be allowed to do it, till the court of 
Vcrfaillcs had heard the reprcrcntatioils of the 
colony On the a8lh October 1760, the tribunal 
pionounccd the decree which was required, and 
the Spaniards quietly reimbarked^ upon* the fri- 
gate which had brought them tlicrc^ There 
was not the Icafl tumult, nor indecent aft com- 
mitted in New Orleans, during the three days 
that' fins cnfirlaficd 'When it was at an end, 
the inhabitants of the city, and thofe of Lower 
Louifiana,^who bad united their refentments m 
order to bring about the revolution, realTumcd 
their labours with the comfortable hopes iliat 
thefr conduft would be approved by the court of 
France 

The fuccefs did not anfwcr their cxpcftation. 
The deputies of the colony did not arrive in Lu- 
■ •• ropt 
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rope till fi'c weeks after Ulloa, and'they founds o o K 
that the miniftry of Verfaillcswcre either exceed^ . 
ingly difpleafed with, what had pafied, or at 
lead affcfled to be fo. ' Thefe difpofitions were 
openly cenfured hy ihp French nation, who con- 
fidcrcd the colonills of Loulfiana' irtino other 
light than as a generous fctof men, 'whofc only 
crime was an unlimited attachment to their mo- 
tbcr*country. A clamour fo unanimous and fc 
powerful was excited in their favour, and tfaai 
the government could not'dcccnily refufc to fltew 
feme concern for thefe unfortunate people. ’ This 
tardy compaflion was- of no cSc£l. , The couri 
of Madrid, who bad forefeen if,' bad caufed M 
OrcUy to fet out with fpecd for the illand of Cu- 
ba. From thence this commander, took’’ tbret 
thoufand men of regular troops or of militia’ 
which be embarked upon iwcmy-fivearanfports.; 
and on the 15111 of July 1769, he hoifted his fiaj 
at the mouth of. the MilBfljppi. 1 . ' 

lUroN this intelligence, the minds of all met 
were incenfed with incxprcfliblc rage againd; 
nioihcr-country wliich made a free facridee of ar 
afic&ionatc colony, and againft a. power whicl 
pretended to. reign over a people who rejeftet 
their ! inhuman' )okc. Steps were taken to prc. 
vent the lauding of the troops, and to burn tin 
ihips which conveved them. Nothing was more 
cafy, if we may credit thofc wito were wNI ac- 
quainted v.uh the fituation of the place. The 
eonfcqucnecs.of this bold, tcfolution wcic not fo 
dangerous as they might appear at lird fight. 

The mhabltauis-ot Lomftatu miglit hope to form 
-u independent republic. Should ' 5 paiu and 
Trance attack them with toa great a force, they 
might put ihcmfelvcs under the protefiion of 
Lngland, and ihould. Creaj Brltam find itfeifift 
• • a fiiu. 
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B o O K a fituation that would not allow her to grant them 
her fupport, their laft rccouTfe would have been 
to pafs over to the eaAern fljorc of the river with 
flaves, their flocks, and their moveables. 

Terrielp events were expeded, when the 
promifes of the Spanifli general, the fuppiications 
of Aubry, that weak French, commander, whofe 
imbecility had occafioncd the lofs of every thing; 
and the vehement fpccches of art eloquent magif- 
tratc quieted the ferment. -No man impeded the 
progrefs of the fmall fleet wliich arrived before 
New Orleans on the 17th of Auguft. The next 
day all the citizens were freed from, the allegiance 
which they owed to their firft country. .Poffeffion 
was taken of the colony in the name of it^s new 
mader ; and the following days, thofe of the in- 
habitants .-who confemed to fubinit to the Cafli- 
lian yoke, took the oaths of allegiance. • 

’ Every thing was now ^ completed cxccpt<rc- 
vengc., Vidims wcie required. 'Twelve were 
cholcn out from among the juoft diftinguiflicd 
perfons in the army, the magiflracy, and trade; 

, Six' of thefe generous men atoned with their 
blood foe the confidcratton which they enjoyed. • 
The others, perhaps more unfortunate, were fent 
to languifh out their lives injhe dungeons of the 
Havannah; and this horrible tragedy was order- 
ed by the Spanilh luiniHry, while the French 
.miniflry fliewed no indignation at it! , 

Inhuman and cruel mailers, who will be in- 
clined to belong to you ? Who will be tempted 
to be called your fubjcfls? By whom will you be 
ferved; fincc'you dtfpofe of your colomfts, and 
cede tlicra without their confent in oppofiuon to 
the Ians of-naturc and to the rights of mankind, 
as you would difpofc of aherdof cattle? And if 
they had come out agalnA y<»u armed with torches 

. . . ill 
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BOO KprefUon. .Thcfc unfortunate people ’would have 
_ had no market for their produftions, nor anjr 
means of procuring the common nccenarics of 
life; had It not been for fome clandcftinccou- 
ncQioiis which they carried on with the Englifij,' 
•who trade on the Mifliflippi, one of the two 
Ihores of which they poflefs and enrich. Their 
deftiuy muft, in time become rather Icfs difagrcc- 
ablc, becaufc the communication between Spain' 
and her colonies, arc freed from many fliackles, 
and becaufe thcFrcnch iflands have had the liberty 
granted them of obtaining from that great pro- 
vince, upon their own flnps, wood and fubfdl- 
cnee. 'The court of' Madrid, however, hath fo' 
many more important concerns 'in the new hc- 
mifphcre, that it may be foretold they will never 
attend reriouOy to the profperiiy of Louifiana. 

But can the wretched muatlon of thefe colo- 
nifts, who have fufiered their fellow-citizens to 
be maHacred, excite any great degree of cotn- 
patRon? Is not their* mifery a juft, puniflimctit, 
which they have deferted? Doth not their con- 
fclcncc, that fcvcrc judge of all our obligations j 
incelfantiy reproach them in the following terms: 
“ You liad honeft and virtuous * magiftrates, 
** wliofc care was cirployed* all day in contri- 
buting ,io your happinefi, and in watching 
** o\cr your tafety in the night, and over your 
** intereft* during the whole year; you had 
“ among ■you fellow -citizens, who loved and who 
** fuccoured yon, and moft of them were at- 
“ tached to you by the inoft facred tics. Tlicy 
“ were either your fathers, your brothers, of 
“ your children; and you have quietly fuflered 
t‘ them to be led to the fcaffold, or loaded with 
, 1* chains, ^ou walk wiilt. unfeeling indiiTcrcncc 

** over the ftones which * they have flained with 
. ** their 
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^5 their blood ! You bow yourfcivcs dowu before book 
“ their executioners, and obey their orders 1 Your 
*,* cowardice mud be puniOicd with the coward^s 
“ fate, and the punifhmcnt muft ftill continue, 

” till the exertions of a no^lc . refentment ftaU 
“ juftify you to yourfclves and to us.”, f , 

' Lut us now fee what has been the fate of Ca- 
nada, which hath iikewife changed it*s mother^ 
country. 

At the peace of Utrecht, this vad country was state of 
in a date of weaknefs and mifery not to 
ceived. This was Owen to the French who fird wfutMcht. 
came there, and who rather threw themfclves into 
^this country than fettled In it* Mod of them 
had done nothing more than run about the 
woods } the more fcnfiblc among them had at- 
• tempted feme cultures, but without choice oc 
plan. A piece of ground, hadlly tilled and built 
upon, was as hadily< forfaken. The cxpcnces, 
however, the government had laid out, together 
with the profits of the fur trade, afforded at imer- 
vals to the inhabitants a tolerable fubfidencc } but 
a dries of unfortunate warsfoon deprived themof 
thefe advantages. In 1714, the exports from 
Canada did not exceed a hundred thoufand 
crowns *, This Jum, added to 350,000 livrcs f, 
which the government, fent over cve^ year,^was 
all the colony had to depend upon, ior the pay- 
ment of the goods they received from Europe. 

And indeed thefe were fo few, that thp generality 
■were reduced. to wear flvins like the Indians. 

Such was the diftrcfsful fituation of the far greater 
part of twenty thoufand French, fuppofed to m- 
d'jiJfirnlin&‘inimeni& region,. , 
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BOOK The happy fpirit which at that time animated 
, the fcvcral parts of the world, roufed Canada 

Popuiati- ^3tc of lethargy in which it had fo long 

onofCA. been plunged. It appears from the cflimatcs taken 
difhibuu* ^753 3nd-i758, which were nearly equal, that 
pnofit'i the inhabiianti amounted to 91,000 fouls, cxclu- 
inhabit- five of ihc regular troops, whole numbers varied 
*““* according to the dificrent exigencies of the co- 
lony. ' 

This calculation 'did not include the many al- 
lies difperfed throughout an extent of 1200 leagues 
in length, and of confidcrablc breadth, nor the 
iff, 000 Indians who dwelt' in the center of the 
Trench fcttlemcnts, or in their. neighbourhood. 
None of thefe t'crc ever confidered as fubjcfls, 
' though'they lived m the midfl of a great European 
colony: the rmalleli clans fiill preferved. theic 
independence. All men talk of liberty, but the 
favage only enjoys it. Not only the whole nation, 
but every’ individual is truly free. The con- 
feiournefs of his independence influences all his 
thoughts and adbions. He would enter the palace 
’of an Afiatic monarch,*m the fame manner as he 
'would the cottage of a pcafant, and neither be 
dazzled with his fplendour, nor awed by his pow- 
er. It IS his own fpecics, it<is mankind, it is his 
equal that he lo^cs and rcfpc&s, but he would 
‘ hate a mailer, and dellroy him. 

- Part ot the French colony was centered in 
three cities. Quebec, the capital of Canada, is 
1 500 leagues dillani from France, and 1 20 leagues 
from the fca. It is built in- the form of an 
amphitheatre, on a pcninfula, made by the river 
St. Xjiwjx-.'Wf, Ciisrhs, 

mands a profpea over extenfivc. fields, which 
ferve to enrich u, and over a very fafe road that 
will admit upwards of two hundred fhips. It is 

three 
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tlucc miles in circumference. Two thirds.of this book 
circuit'arc defended by the water and the rock'si 
.which arc a better fccuriiy than the fortifications " 
erefted on the. ramparts that divide the pcninfula. 

The houfes arc tolerably well built., 'ihe inha- 
bitants, were cppipu^ed at about 10,000'. at the 
beginning of the year 1759. This, place was the 
center ot. commcrcc3..,and the fcat^-of goyern- 

' ;Thb city o^thcTrois ■Uivictes, built, teniycars 
later than QucbeC} and '.fituatcd thirty .leagues 
higher, was raifed with a view of encouraging the 
trade.with the northern Indians. .Bat this .fcttlc- 
.ment, though promifing at lirft, never contained 
more than 1500 inliabitants, becaufc the fur trade 
. .was ,foon diverted from ilus market, ’and carried 
-entirely to Montreal. • ; , , . 

. Montreal is an' ifland, ten leagues long and 
almoft /our broad, for.nicd by the river St. Law- 
•Tcncc, fixty leagues above Qacbcc. Itistbemoft 
temperate, plcafant,- and. fruitful ipot m all the 
country.- A fc^Y.huls thrown up there as it were 
;by chance in 1640, wcr.c. improved , to a regular 
built town, which contained four thoufand .inha- 
>bitants. Atfirli.it lay expofed to the infulu of 
ihc.favagcsj.but .was afterwards^ inclofe'd- with 
^-flight pallifadcs, and then, with a wall,^conftru£lcd 
• about fifteen feet high, xvith battlements. .. It.fcll 
■to decay, when the inroads of Ihclroc^uois obliged 
the French to creft forts higher up the country, 
to fecurc the fur trade. . 

• Thc other colonifts, who were, not' eontained 
within the walls of. tlicfc thj;cc.cmcs, did not live 
in towns, but were fcaitcrcd along the banks of 
the rivee St. Lawrcncc.^ . None were- to be feen 
near the mouth of that river, where, the foil- is 
uneven aud barren, and where- no.corn will ripen, 

' • < ‘ ‘ * * ' ' ■ The 
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BOO KThc firft habit3rions-''to- thc'fouth, were built'at 
fifty'leagues,' and tb,the north,' at twcnty'Icagucs 
below C^cbcc j they were at a great diflance from 
each otherj-and their produce was'but indifferent. 
No very fertile fields were to’be found but in the 
iicighbourliood.bf itV capital, and they irnproved 
as one'apprdachcd Montreal. ' There cannot be a 
more bcautiFul-profpcS'than the rich’ borders of 
that long and broad canal.' petached woods' add- 
ing beauty to the tops* of ;the •.verdant mountains, 
meadows covered with'flocks, fields, crowned with 
'ripeifing,' comi .fmall 'ftreams ‘of water flowing 
*do\\m to ihe riverj 'churches and ^ cafilcs • fcch at 
‘intervals’ through the trees, exhibited a fuccellion 
‘■of'Wc'Tnbft 'inchanling'views. ‘ This* tntcrefting 
.•Iccricdtd not'cxtcnd'far beyond the- river, -and. 
for the following reafon't. when the' French’ mi- 
niftry undertook ‘toTortn'a fclilcmcnt-in-Canada, 
^ihey gave fome'extent to thofe aftive dr''unfortu- 
rate.. men ‘who were' dcfiroiis of fettling .there. 
-Buras the cufiom 'oblcrved ‘at Paris, which or- 
dainsi that -all ih’c 'defeendaht’s of the head of- a 
■family fliallUiavc an equal fliarc in the inheritance', 
.'was' introduced in the colony at- the fame time, 
this’domain was reduced to little or nothing by u 
number of fiiares.. which were divided among a 
.lon'gfcries’of generations''.’’^- /*' } ^ 

\ Iz the' ‘whole of thc'.efiate had been fccuted to' 
the'eldcft fon,'as the public good required, the 

, province would have taken another turn. The 

father, urged to oeconomy and labour by the defire 
of providing' for bis other children, ’Would have 
'required more lands, covered them with buildings* 
flocks, and ‘cultures,’ and upon thefe plantations 
fie would have placed his numerous poftcrity.' The 
new proprietors would in their turn have followed 
this proper' example of paternal affeftion, and tltc 
‘ whole 
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colony would in lime hat'c been cntircJyfl o o k 
peopled and culuvaicd. . 

* The advantages of this policy, uliich had 
cfcapcd the attention of the court of Vcrfaillcs, 
were at length pcrcchcd by them in 1745. They 
forbad the turthet divifion of any plantation which 
iltouM notjiaxe an acre and a half in front, and 
.thirty or forty in depth. This regulation did not 
remedy the mifclucfs occafioned* by two ages of 
ignorance, but it put a ftop to an incon\ cnicncc, 
which in the end mull haxcdeflroycd the co- 
Jony. 

This plan of inequality in thedixifionof eftates, 

*wUl he confidcred by the xulgar as a fjftcm of 
inhumanity contrary to the laws of nature j but 
can there be any foundation for fuch a reproach ? 

Can a man who hath ended his career preferxe 
any rights? Doth he not lofc them all when he 
ccafcs to breathe? When the Almighty deprives 
him of life, dotli he not deprive him of every 
thing that had any relation to u ? Ought his laft 
will to have any influence over the generations 
which fuccccd him? Certainly not. ^ As long as 
he hxed, he hath enjoyed xvith reafon the lands 
which he cultivated. At his death they belong 
to the firft perfon who fliall take pofleflion of 
them and cultivate them. This is the Inxv of 
nature. If another order of things hath been 
ellabUihed throughout almoll the whole of the 
^lobc, this is a ncceflary conrcqucnce of focial 
ittfttiutions. Their laws have derogated from 
ihofc of nature, to fccurc tranquillity, to encou- 
rage induftr)', and to confirm liberty. The go- 
vernment will have a ngbt to aH as they have 
done, when they fhall think it proper for the ir- 
terefts and for the common happincis of the mcm- 
b-'rs of the community, and conrequentiy in a 

more 
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BOO Kmore or Icfs favourable manner to one individual 
. or another. Among the fcveral poffible mftun" 

cefpcding the inhentancc of the citizens 
after their dcccafe, there js one which would per- 
haps meet with fome approbation. This IS, that 
the eftates of the dcceafcd fliould return to^tbe 
raafs of the public funds, to be employed firft 
towards the relief of the indigent, and alter that, 
to reftorc perpetually a kind of equality between 
the fortunes of individuals, when thefe two im- 
portant objefis had been fulfilled, the reft fiiould 
be appropriated to the rewarding of virtue and 
the encouraging of talepts. ^ v 

But to return to Canada, there nature hcrfclf 
directed the labours of the hulbandman, and 
taught him that watcrv and fandy grounds, and 
thofe where the pine, the fir-tree, and the cedar 
grew folitary, were unfavourable to agriculture; 
but wherever he found a foil covered with maple, 
oak, beach, hornbeam and fmall cherry trees, he 
might Tcafonably expeft on abundant crop of 
wheat, r>c, maize, barley, fla^, hemp, tobacco, 
pulfe, and pot>herbs in great plenty, and of all 
kinds. 

Most of the iijhabit'wits had a fcorc of lliccp, 
whofe woo! was very valuable to them , ten or a 
dozen milch cows, and five or fix oxen for the 
plough. The cattle were final!, but their flefii 
was excellent, and tbcfc. people lived much better 
than our country people do iii Europe. 

WiTii this kind of alllucncc, tlicy could af- 
ford to keep a number of horfes, which were 
not fine, but fit for drudgery, and able toper- 
form journeys of amazing length upon the fnoiv. 
AjwJ AwcUvil ihff izvhwu&f Atvsil A-eiV »w 

jncrcafmg the breed of them, that m winter 
UTC they would feed th^m w.th the corn \ Inch 

they 
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they thcnifclvcs wanted fometimes 'at anotherB o o K 

fi. - • - - ■ - 

. Such was the fituation of tlic 83,000 French, 
difperfed or collected on the banks of the fiver 
St. Lawrence. Above the head of the river, and 
in what is called thc' Upper-country," there were 
Sooo more, who were rather addi£tcd to hunting, 
and trade than to hulbandry. 

Their, firft fetilcmeot was Catarakui, or fort 
Frontcnac, built in 1671,* at the entrance of the 
lake Ontario, to {lop the inroads 'of the EngliHi 
and Iroquois. Tlie bay of this place ferved ns a 
harbour for the men of war and trading vcflcls 
belonging to this great lake, which -'might with 
more propriety be called a fca, .and where florms 
arc almod as frequent and as dreadfuh as on the 
ocean. - 

1 Bbtwebm the lakes Ontario and Erie, each of 
which mcafures three hundred leagues in dr*cum> 
fercnce, lies a tra£t of land fourteen leagues in 
extent. This iraCl'is mtcticacdLiawaxds the 
middle by the famous fall of Niagara, which, 
from it's height, breadth, and fliaptr, and from, 
the quantity and irapetuofity of iCs waters, is 
jujlly accounted the mod wonderful calarafl in • ' 
the world. It was above this grand-and awful 
water-fall, that Franco had creded fortiScalions," 
with a defign to present thclndians from carrying 
their furs to the rlvd nation. 

Blyoho the lake Erie Is an extent of land, dlf- 
linguilhcd by the namc-oF thc^ Streight, which 
exceeds all Canada for the mildnefs’ of the cH- 
nutc, the beauty and.vanciy of the. landfcapcs, 
the richncfs of the foil, and ihcprofufion of game 
and fifh. Nature has latiihcd aU~hsr blclGngs 
to enrtch this beauiifol fpot. But tins was not 
the motive that dclcrmmcd tbs French to. fettle 

there 
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BOOKthere in -the beginning of the prcfciit century. 
. ^yj'_, It was the vicinity of fcvcral Indian nations, who 
could fupply them with confidcrabic quantities 
of furs ; and, indeed, this trade increafed very 

faft. ^ .r . , ' 

’ Th£ fuccefs of this new fcttlcmcnt proved fatal 
to the pod of Michillimakinach, a hundred 
leagues further, between the lake Michigan, the 
lake Huron, "^and the lake Superior, .which arc 
all three navigable, 'yhe greateft part of the 
trade \vhich'‘ulcd to be carried on there with the 
’ natives, was uansferred to the Streight, where it 
continued. * . . * * 

Beside the forts already mentioned, there were 
fomc of Icfs note, built in diltcrcnr parts of the 
country, cither upon rivers, oi; at the openings 
between the mountains ^ for the dril'fentiment 
which intcreft infpircs, is 'that of midruft, and 
it’s drd .impuifc,t IS that of. attack or.^defencei 
Each of thefe forts, was provided with a garri- 
fon, whichidcfcndcd the Frcncli who were fet- 
tled in the,, neighbourhood, f There were in all 
eight ihoufand fouls, who inhabited the upper 
country. ' ... i , . 

Mannfrt- . Fxw of ihc colonids had fuch manners as it 
?rw«h could have been wilhcd they had liad. Thofe 
whom rural labours fixed in the country, allowed 
only a few moments to the care of their flocks', 
and to other Indifpcnrable occupations, during the 
winter. .! The rcll of the time was paffed in idlc- 
nefs, at public boufes, or in running along the 
fnow in fledges, in imitation of the mod dtflin- 
guifljed citizens.. When the return of the fprlng 
called them out to the ncccJ&Ty hhours of ihc 
field, they ploughed the ground. fupcrficiaUy 
witliout c\er manuring ir, fowed it carclefsly, 
and then returned to their former indolent man- 
Ct - . . ncr 
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jicr of life till Uarveft-time, ' In a country where BOOK 
the people were too proud or too lazy to work by > 
the day, every family wai’ObUgcd to gather in 
their own crops ; and nothing was. to be feen of 
that fprightly joy, which on a fine fummcr*s day 
enlivens the reapers,' while they arc gathering in 
their rich harveft. ‘ ■ . *■ ^ 

j This amazing, negligence might' be owcn<td 
fevcral caufes. The. cxccflivc cold in winter, 

•which froze up the rjvcrs, totally put a ftop to 
the exertions of the inhabitants. They contrafled 
fucli a habit of idlenefs during the continuance of 
the fevcrc weather for eight months fucceflivcly; 
that labour appcarcd-infupportableto them even 
in the finclk weather. Thc< numerous fcftivals - 
preferibed by their religion, which- owed lt*s in- 
^ creafe to their eftabUflimcnt, prevented' the firfi: 

‘ exertioQ, as well as they interrupted the progrefs 
of induftry. Men arc .ready enough to comply 
.with that fpecies of.devotion ^thai flatters their 
indolence. Laflly, a paffion for war, which liad 
been purpofcly encouraged among thefc bold and 
courageous men, - made them averfc from .the 
labours of bufbandry. Their minds were fo en- 
tirely captivated with military glory, that'. they 
thought only of war, though they engaged in it 
without pay.' ' ' » . 

-Thi: inhabitants of the cities,’ cfpecially of the 
Mpital, fpent the winter, as well as the fummer, 
in a conftant fccjie of diflipation.' • They were 
alike infcnfiblc to the beauties of nature, and to 
the plcafurcs of imagination ; ‘they had no laflc 
tor arts or Icicnccs, for reading or inftrufiiou. 

'Ihcir only paffion was aniuremciu, and perfons 
of all ages •« ere fond of dancing at afTcmblics. 

This manner of life confidcrably incrcafcd the in- 
fluence of the women, who were pofTclTcd of every 
, . attrafklon. 
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BOOK attraftion', except thofc foft emotions of the foul, 
\vhich alone conflitutc the merit and the charm of 
beauty. Lively gay,*^ and addlftcd to coquetry 
and gallantry, they were more fond of 'infpiring 
than lecling the tender paffions. There appeared 
in both - fexes a greatcr-dcgrec of devotion than 
virtue, more religion than probity, a higher fenfe 
of honour than real' lioncfty. ‘ Superftitron took 
place of rinoralky, which will’always be the cafe, 
wherever men arc taught to believe that ceremo- 
nies will compenfate lor good i works, and that 
crimes arc expiated by prayers. 1 
Formof ^ Idleness, 'prejudice, and levity, would never 
have gained fuch an afeendant in Canada, had the 
Wiihftdta government' been* careful to ’’turn the attention 
"^f people to lailing and ufcful objefls. But 
neiiu -all the coloniRs were required'to'pay an implicit 
obedience to “a mere military authority. They 
iodflArr, were unacquainted with the flow" and fare procefs 
andfiftunffQf jj^s. The will of the chief, or of his dele- 
■was an oracle, which they were not even 
at liberty to interpret j an aweful decree, whiefr 
they were to fubmit to without examination. 
-Delays, and rcprcfcntaiions, were fo many crimes 
in the eyes of a dcfpotic ruler, who had ufurped 
a power of punifhing or abfolvin^ merely by his 
•word. He had the authority of difpcnfing all fa- 
vours and. penalties, rewards" and punhliments ; 
the right of imprifoning without the fliadow of a 
crime, and the flill more formidable right of en- 
forcing a reverence for his decrees as fo many afls 
of juftice, though they were but the irregular fal- 
.Iies of his own caprice. ’’ 

‘ liv early times, this unlimited poucrwasnoC 
cxcrcifcd in matters of military dtfcipline and po- 
litical adiumitlraiion only, but extended even to 
civil jurifdiaion. The governor decided abfo- 
' n lately. 
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lutc^y, and without appeal, all differences arifingB 0 0 K. 
between the colonifts. Thcfe,contcfts were for* . 
tunatcly ■very rare, in a country where all things ' ' ““ 
might almoft be fald to be im common. This, 
dangerous authority fubfifted till 1663,' at which 
period a tribunal was creded m the capital for 
the dcBnitive trial of all caufes depending through- 
out the colony. The cuftom of Paris, modified 
in conformity to local circuniltanccs, formed the 
code of their laws, y i 

This code was jiot mutilated or disfigured by 
a mixture of revenue laws. The adminiftration 
of the' finances in Canada, only required a few 
fines of alienation ; a trifling contribution from 
the inhabitants of Quebec and Montreal towards 
maintaining the fanificatlons ; and fome duties 
upon all goods imported and exported. Thefe 
feveral articles united, brought noj more than 
a6o,aoa livres • into the treafury, in the moft 
flourifliing times of the colony. , 

The lands were not taxed by govemmenf, but 
were burdened with other charges. At the firft 
cflabhlhmcnt of the colony, the king rewarded 
his officers, civil and military, and others of his 
fubjccts whom be wifhed to remunerate or to 
enrich, with grants of land, from tuo to fix 
leagues fquare, Thefe great proprietors, wba 
were men of moderate forturics, and unfkillcd m 
agriculture, were ^unable to manage fuch v’aft 
citates, and were therefore under a neceflity of 
making over their lands to veteran foldicrs, or 10 
the colomlls, for a peipctual annuity. 

Each of thefe vafli.Is was commonly allowed 
ninctv acres of land, and engaged to pay an- 
nually to the lord of the manor one or two fo!' |- 

*■ Ja? 4d *1 A-h-lfpertijr or a penry 

, " ' P*' 



HtSTORY or SETnXMLNTS AND TRADE 

K per acre, and a mcarure of corn' for tlie entire 
grant. He \ikcwfc engaged to work in the 
)ord*3 m'iU, and to cede to him, for tlie miUcr'a 
fees, the fourteenth part ot tlie Hour; lie alfo cn** 
gaged to pay onc.tnclfth for the fines of aliena- 
tion, and remained fubjc£t to the lord's right of 
icpurchafc. 

There have been writers who have applauded, 
with cnthufiafm, a fyilem which appeared proper 
to conhrm order and fubordinatlon. But was 
not this introducing into America, the image of 
the feudal government which for fo long a time 
had oecafioncd the ruin of Europe? Was it nor 
giving lubfiftcncc to a great number of idle 
perfons, at the cxpcncc ol the only clafs of citi- 
zens, with which' an infant Hate ought to be 
peopled ? The burden of an annuitant nobility 
was dill increafed to thefe ufcful colonlds, by the 
additional weight of the exadions of the clergy. 
This rapacious body obtained of the nunidry, in 
1663, that they ihould receive the thirteenth part 
of all that the foil Jbould produce by the labour of 
maiiy and of all that it JJoould produce fpontaneoujly. 
This intolerable vexation, in a country which 
was not yet well fettled, bad laded four years, 
when the fupreme council --of Quebec took upon 
themfelvcs, tn 1667,. to reduce the tithes to a 
twenty-fixth, andancdift of 1769 confirmed this 
regulation ; which was diU too favourable to the 
priefts. . , t 

So many impediments previoufly oppofed to 
the progrefs of agriculture, difablcd the colony 
from paying for the ncccflarie? that came from the 
mother-country. The French miniftry were at 
lad fo fully convinced of tl)is truth, that, after 
having always obltinatcly oppofed the cftabhfh- 
ment of .manufjftures in America, they.thought 

It 
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h their intcrcft even to promote them in 1706, BOOK 
But thofc late encouragements had very little . 
effeft, ‘and the united tnduftry of the colonifts 
could ncyer produce more 'than a few coarfo 
linens, and feme very bad woollens. ? 

« Tnt fiflierics were nottmuch more attended to 
than the munufatlures. The only one that could 
become an obje£^ of exportation was that of the 
feal. This animal has been ranked in the clafs of 
fifii, though he be not dumb; heis always produced 
on land, and Uves more on dry ground than in the 
water. His head is fomewbac like that of a maf- 
tiff. He has four paws, which are-very Ihorti 
efpecially the hinder ones, which ferve him rather 
to crawl than to walk upon. They are lhaped 
Lke 1 ms, but the fore>feet have claws. His fkin 
is hard and covered with fliort hair. He is at 
Hrff white, but turns Tandy or black, as he grows 
up. . Sometimes he 1 % of all thefe three different 
colours. ' ' 

Thlrx are two different kinds of Teals. The 
larger one Xometlmes weighs two 'thoufand 
pounds, and Teems to have a (harper Thout than 
the others. The fmall 'ones wbofe flvln is com.- 
raonly marbled, care aclUc, and more dexterous , 
in extricating themfclves out of the Tnares that 
arc laid for them. The Indians have the art 
of taming them fo far as to maJtc them follow 
them. ' ^ 

Tkcy couple upon the rocks, and foractlraes 
on the lee, and it is there alfo that the dams bring 
forth their young. They commonly bear two, 
and they ufually fucklc them in the water, hut 
more frequently on land. When they want to 
teach them to it is faid they carry them 

upon their backs, drop them now and then into 
the water, then take them up again, and proceed 
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BOO Kin this .manner till they arc flron^ enough* to 
fwitii of . thcmfelvcs. Moft little birds flutter 

about front fpray to fpray, before they venture to 
fly abroad ; the eagle carry their young, to train 
them up to encounter the boidcrous winds i it ia 
not therefore furpriflng,rthat the feal, produced 
on land, fhould ufe bci* little ones to live under 
water. . ’ 

This amphibious animal is fiflied for only on 
the Labrador coafl* The Canadians go to this 
frozen and‘ almod, uninhabitable coafl, towards 
the middle of OQobcr, and remain there till 
the beginning of June. They place their nets 
between the continent and a few fmall iflands 
at a little diflance. The fcals, who commonly 
come in flioals, from the £afl, attempt to pafs 
thofe hinds of Streigbts, and arc caught. When 
they are conveyed to land, they remain frozen 
there tiU the month of May. They arc then 
thrown into hot kettles, from whence iheir oil 
flows into another yeflcl, .where it cools. Seven 
or eight ot thefe animals yield a hogflicad of oil. ' 
Thb (kin of the feal waS’'formcrly ufed for 
muffs, but afterwards id cover trunks, and to 
make ftiocs and boots. Whenat is well tanned, 
(he grain is not unlike that of Morocco leather. 
If it be not quite fo fine,, it preferves, houever, 
it*s colour longer. 

The flefh ol the feal is generally allowed to be 
good, but it turns to better account when boiled 
down to oil. This oil keeps clear for-a long time, 
has no bad fmcH, and leaves no fediinem. It is 
ufed for burning, and drcllmg leather. 

£iVLorflx hnaU flnps were filled out yearly 
from Canada for the feal fiflicry ; and one or two 
lefs for the Caribbcc iflands. It received from the 
iflands nine or ten \cffcls laden with rum, nio* 

lafles. 
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laffes, coffee, and fugar; and from France about b o O k 
thirty Ihips, the lading of which together might y 
amount to nine thoufand tons ~ 

I'j the intcrxal between the two laff wars, 
winch \ as the moft flounllnng period of the co- 
lon), the exports did not cveted 1,200,000 
livrci * in furs, 800,000 f m beaver, 250,000 1 
m feal oil, the fame m Bour and peas, and 

150.000 livrcs§ m wood of all kinds Thefe 
fc\ cral articles put together, amounted only to 

2.650.000 lixres|{ a year, a luin fuflicient to 
pay for the commodities fent from the mother- 
country. The go\e.nment made up the defl- 
cfenc). 

When the French were firft m poffcffion of Ca- Taxes 
nada, they had very hulc fpccic The fmall quan-^*,!?,^"^! 
tity that was brought in from time to time by thep»e«sef 
new fettlcrs, did not continue in the country, 
bccaufe the necel&tous date of (he colony foon county 
occafioncd it to return. This was a great 
Hade to the progrefs of commerce and agncul-^e^pF*/ 
tUTc. In 1670, the court of Vcrfaillci coined To what 
a particular fort of nioucy for the ufc of all 
French fettlemctus in Aiiterics, and fee a nomt-ned aiid 
nal value upon It, one fourth above the current 
com of the mother country But this c\pcQicnt 
w IS not produftuc of the advantages that were 
cxpcGcd, at lead with regard to New France. 

The), therefore, contrived to fubflitutc paper 
currency inflead of metal, for the pa) meat of 
the troops, and other cxpcnccs of government. 

Ihu fucccedcd till the) car 1713, when the cn 
gagements that had been made with the adml- 
milrators of the colony were not f..uhfull) ob- 
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BOORfcrvcd. Tlicir bills of exchange dra\vn upon 

^ the treafory of the mothcn-country were not ho- 

noured, and from that time fell into difcrcdit* 
They were at Icafl paid off in 1720, with the lofs 
of five-eighths. 

This event occafioncd the revival of the ufc of 
fpccic in Canada : but this expedient lafted only 
two years. The merchants found it troubkfome, 
chargeable, andhazardpusto fend money to France, 
and fo did all the coloniffs who had any remittances 
to make ; fo that they were the firft to folicit the 
rc-cftabliflitncnt of paper-currency. This confift* 
cd of cards, on which were ftamped the arms of 
France and Navarre, and they were figned by the 
governor, the intcndant and the comptroller. 
*fheywcrcof twenty-four*, twclvc-f-, lixj, and 
three livres (j } and of tbirtyS, fifteen^, and fe- 
ven fols and ahalf**. The value of the whole 
number that tvas made out, did not exceed h mih 
iioh ‘of livres ff. ‘When this fum was not fuffi- 
dent for the puolic exigencies, the deficiency was 
•made'upby orders figned’ only by the intcndant. 
This was the firft abufej but onc’of illll greater 
confcquence was, that their number was unlimit- 
ed. The fmallcft Were of twenty fols JJ, and 
the highcll of a hundred livres |||I. Theie dif- 
ferent papers drculalcd in the colony, and fup- 
plicd the want of fpccic till the month of Odo- 
bcr. This was the latdt fcafon for the fiiips to 
fail from Canada. Then all this paper-currency 
was turned mlo bills of exchange, payable in 
France by the government, which was fuppofed 
'to have made ufc of the value. But they were fo ' 
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multiplied by the jear 1754, that the royal trca*B o O id 
fury could no longer anfwcr fuch large demands, , 
and was forced to protract the payment. An un- 
fortunate war that broke out two years after, fo 
increafed their number, that at laft they were pro- 
hibited. This prefcnily raifcd the price ot all 
commodities to an immoderate degree; and as, 
on account of the enormous cxpences of the war, 
the king was the chief confumer, he alone bore 
the lofs arifing from the difearded paper, and from 
the dearnefs of the goods. In 1759, the mmiftry 
were obliged to Itop payment of the Canada 
bills, till their origin and their real value could 
be traced. They amounted to an alarming num- 
ber. 

Th£ annual expcnccs of government for Ca- 
nada, which in 1729 did not exceed 400,009 
hvrcs(<j), and betore 1749 never were greateif 
than 1,700,000 (i), were immcnfe after that pe- 
riod. Ihc year 1750 coll a, ioo,ooo(tf), thc)caf 
1751, 2,7oo,ooo(<i), the year 1752, 4,o9o,ooo(eJJ 
the year 1753, (/} i y«ar i754> 

4, 450, 000(g), the year 1755, 6,100,000 (A) ; 
the year 1756, 11,300,000(1); the year 1757* 
19,250,000 (^); the year 175?, 27,900,000 (/) , 
the year 1759, 26,000,000 (m) ; the firll eight 
months of the year 1760, 1 3,500,000 («). Of 
thefc prodigious furas 80,000,000 (0) were due 
at the peace. * ‘ 
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BOOK Tins infamous debt was (raced up toil's origin^ 
The malvcrfalions were horrid. Some perfous, 
^vho had become dciinqucnts from (lie abufc of 
the unUm’ucd power which government had 
granted them, were degraded, banlHied, and 
ilripped of part of (heir plunder. Otiicrs, not 
Icfs guilty, by diHributing their gold witha ia^illi 
hand, efcaped rcflitution and infamy, and info* 
Icntly enjoyed the fortune they had acquired by 
fuch criminal means. The bills of exchange were 
reduced to one half, and the orders to a fouith 
part ol their value. They were both paid in 
bonds bearing four per cent. intcreH, which fell 
into the greated difcrcdlt. ^ 

In the debt of eighty millions *, the Canadians 
were holders of thirty-four millions f in orders, 
and feven millions } in bills of exchange. . Tlieir 
paper was fubjeflcd to tbe general regulation : 
but Great Britain, whofe fubjefls they were bC' 
come, obtained lor them an indemnity of three 
millions H in bonds, and hx hundred thoufand 
livres § in fpccic j fo that they received fifiy-fi;c, 
per cent, upon their bills of exchange, aqd thir- 
ty-four per cent, upon their orders. 

Ad^an- Ip Canada did not deferve thefe facrificcs from 
mother-country, it was the fault of the power 
'Krwee that gave laws to it. Nature had made this 
night country proper for the produflion of all kinds of 
medium which arc hereof a fuperior quality, and 
Canada, liable to fcw accidents, becaufe when fown In 
May, they arc gathered before, tbe end of Au- 
guft. The wants of the American iflands, and 
of part'of Europe, fccurc the fale of them at, an 
advantageous price. Ncvcrlhelefs, no more wheat 
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was ever cuUtvatcd than uhat was neceflary forn O o K. 
the colonifts, who were even fometimes rcouced, 
to the neceffity of drawing their fubfiftcnce 
foreign markets. 

If hufbandry had been encouraged and extend- 
ed, the breed of cattle would have been incrcafed. 

There is fuch plenty of pafture ground, and of 
acorns, that the colonies might cafdy have bred 
oxen and hogs enough to fupply the French 
iOands with beef and pork, without having rc> 
courfe to Irifli beef. Poihbly, thefe cattle might 
in time have increafed fufBciently to furnini the 
traders of the mother-country. ■* 

The fame advantages could not have been 
obtained from their Ihccp, even if the rigour of 
the climate had not fet an invincible oh Hade to 
their multiplication. Their fleece, which mult 
always be coarfc, can* only be ufcfully cmplovcd 
in the colony itfelf, for HuITs of a more or Icfs 
ordinary kind. 

The fame thing cannot be faid of the Gin- 
feng. This plant, which the Chinefe procure 
from the Corea, or from Tartary, and which they 
buy at the weight of gold, was found in 1720 
by thc-Jcfuit Lafitau, in the forcfls of Canada, 
where it grows very common. It was Ibon ear- 
ned to Canton, where it was much eflceracd, and 
fold at an extravagant price, Tlic Gln-fcng, 
which at firfl fold at Quebec for thirty ‘or forty 
fols * a pound, rofe to twenty-five livrcs f» In 
175?, thc' Canadians exported this plant to the 
value of 500,000 livrcs There was fuch a de- 
mand for It, that they were induced to gather in 
>Vay what '■ ought^ not to have "been gathered tVfl 

• About ts 6d. on an arerage.. ' *c 
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BOOK September, and to dry in the oven what rtioMid 
XVI. dried gradually in the fhadc. .This 

’fpoilt the falc of the Gin-feng of Canada, in. the 
only country in the world where it couldjTind s 
niarkct 1 and the coIoniHs were fcvcrclyypunilit* 
ed for their cxccflivc rapacioufr-efs, by the total 
lofs of a branch of commerce, which, rightl/ 
managed, might have* proved a fource pf opu- 
lence. . . . ' 

- Another and a furer plfn for the encourage- 
ment of induflry, yvas the wpjkjng of, the iron 
mines which abound in tbofe parts, jrlr* Psntic 
hath laboured for a long time. iO;difcovct % 
certain method of clafling^all ihp kinds of iron- 
fhat arc known. After a great number of 
limcnts, thc'dctail of which wpuld be. improper 
here, he hath found that the iron of St}ria was the 
bed. The fccond beft is, the iron pf North Awe- 
rica, of Danemara in Swedcp, of Spain,, pfjlay- 
onne, of Uoullillon, of the country oi J'oix, pf 
Berri, of Thierachc, and of Sweden, the com- 
mon iron of France, and laClly, thatnof Siberia, 
If this be really the cafe, what advantage might 
;rot the court of VcrfaiJlcs have dcrtved'from 
the mine which was difeovered at.ibc Trois Rivir 
cres, which is exceedingly abundant, and near 
the furfacc of the. earth f At firft if. was;only 
carclcfsly and improperly worked j bpi thefc lat 
hours were incrcafcd apd improved, ,by a black* 
fniith arrived from Europe in 1739. The colony 
made ufc of no other iron than this ;',fome fpeci- 
.mens of it were even exported, but there tbejnat.- 
ter refted. - .This negligence was the more incx- 
cuHable, as atthis period the rcfolutton.Uad been 

taken-, afi/y. owinb. -u urjrJf 

fculemcni in Canada* . - t j 
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The firf| Europeans who landed oq that vaftB o o k 
region, found it cBiircly covered with foreJts. . 

The ‘ principal trees were oaks of prodigipus 
height, and pines of all fixes. Thefc .woods, 
when felled, ipigbt hi^ve been conveyed with eafq 
down the river St. Lawrence, apd the number- 
Icfs rivers that fall into it. By an unaccountable 
-fatality, all thefe ircafures were overlooked or.de- 
fpifed. At length the attention of the court of 
Veriailjes was turned towards them ; an4 fome 
docks were conflructcd by their orders at Que- 
bec, for budding men of war : but this bufii 
i>efs was, unfortunately, trufted to agents, who 
had nothing in view but thqir ov^p priyatc in- 
tcreft. , . , 

The timber fliould ha'e byen felled upon thq 
kills, where, the cold atr hardens the wood by 
contrafting it’s fibres : whereas It was conftantly 
taken from piarlhy grounds^ apd from the banks 
qF the rl>crs, where the moidure gives it afoofec 
and a richer texture, In{lea4 of conveying it in 
barges, they floated it down on rafts to the place 
of jt’s deftmation, where, being forgoircn and 
left ip the water, it gathered a. kind of mofs th^t 
rotted it. Inllpad of being put under, Iheds when 
it was landed, it was left expofed to the fun in 
fummer, to the foRW in winter, and to tlie rains 
m fpring and autumn. It was then conveyed in- 
to the dock.yards, where it again fullaincd the 
mclcmcncy of the feafons for two or three years. 
Negligence or difhoncfty enhanced the price of 
c\cry thing to fuch a degree, that f;uls, ropes, 
pitch and tar, w ere imported from Europe into a 
country, which, witha hide induftry', might have 
fupplicd the whole kingdom of Trance with all 
tlicfc materials. This bad management had 
brought the wood of Canada cuurciy into dtfre- 

pure. 
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poo Kputc, pnd cflcftually ruined the rcfourccs which 
that country afforded for the navy. 

The colony furnilhcd the mamifafturcs of the 
mother-country with a branch of trade that 
might allo be called an cxclufivc one, whiclt 
was the preparation of the beaver. This commo- 
dity at firft was fubjcQcd to the opprcflive re- 
firaints of monopoly. The India company could 
not but mahe on ill ufe of their privilege, and 
pally did fo. What they bought of the Indians 
was chiefly paid for in Ehgldh fcarlct cloths, 
which tliofc people were vcry.lond of wearing. 
But as they could make twenty-five or thirty per 
cent, more of their commodities in the Enghfli 
feiilcmcnts than the company chofc to give, they 
carried thither ^11 they could conceal from the 
learch of tlie conmany^s agents, and exchanged 
their beaver for Engliilt cloth and India callicoe. 
Thus did France, by the abufe of an Inflitution 
whicit flic %yas by no means obliged to maintain, 
deprbe herfclf of the double advantage of fur- 
niuiing materials to fome of her own manufact 
pres,' and of fecuring a market for the produce 
qf othecs. She was equally ignorant' of the 
facility of cftabliflung a whale fifhery in Ca- 
nada.' 

The chief fources of this fiflicry are Davises 
Streights and Greenland. Fifty fliFps comp c\cry 
year into the former of thtfc latitudes, and a hun- 
dred and fifty into the latter. The Dutch arc 
concerned in more than three-fourths of them. 
The reft arc fitted out from Bremen, Hamburgh 
and England. It is computed that the whole ex- 
pence ot fitting out 200 fiiips of 350 tons bur- 
den, upon an average mull amount to 10,000,000 
of Hvres *. The ufual produce of each is rated 


at 
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at 80,000 Uvres*, and confcquenily the wIiolcB O o K 
amount of the filliery cannot beleis than 3,200,000 
livrcs f. if wc deduft from this the profits of 
the feamcn who are employed in thefe hard and 


dangerous 'oyages, very little remains for the 
merchants concerned in this trade. 


These circumftances have by degrees difgufted 
the Bifcayans of a trade, in which they were the 
firft adventurers. Other Frenchmen have not 


been induced to take It up, infomuch that the 
whale fifiicry has been totally abandoned by that 
nation, which of all others confumed the great- 
c(b quantity of blubber, whalc-bonc, and fper- 
maceti. 


It was an cafy matter to take it up again in the 
gulph of St. Lawrence, and even at the mouth of 
the Saguenay, which is clofc to the excellent pore 
of TadouiTac. It is even affirmed, that it hath 
been tried on the firft arrival of the French m 
Canada, and that it hath been interrupted for no 
other rcafon than bccaufc the profits of the fur- 
trade were more cafy and more rapid. It is, 
however, certain, that the fifhery in the river 
St. Lawrence would have been attended with Jefs 
danger and left cxpcncc, than at Davis’sStreights 
or Greenland. It hath ever been the fate of this 
colony, that the bell fehemes with regard to it 
have not been purfued with perfcverance ; and 
that in particular the government have never 
done any^ thing for the encouragement of the 
whale fithcry, which might have proved an excel* 
lent nurfery for featnen, and given to France a 
new btaucU of tovamcTce. 

The fame indiScrcncchaih been carried (llll fur- 
ther. The cod filii frequent particularly the river 
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BOO K St. Lawrence, as high vpa&af ?hc diftance of four- 
XVI. fcorc leagues from the jca. They may be caught 
a? they pafs over this vaft Ipacc. It would, howt 
ever, be advantageous to cUabhfli a fettled fiOicry 
at the harboMr of Mont Lewis, fuuatcd at the 
mouth' of a plcafant river, which can receive 
vclfcls of one hundred tons burden, and'Vhich 
fltcliers them irom every kind of danger. The 
filh more plentiful there than any where elTc. 
Every convenience required for drying the fiflt is 
fonnd upon the diorcs; and the ‘neighbouring 
landa arc very proper for pafturc grounds or.cuU 
lure, Every cirqumftancc inducps us to believe 
that a colony would profper m that htuatiod. 
Thiaiwas the opinion m 1697; and an aflbciatlon 
was formed at this period to begin this under- 
ttlking, by the attention of Riyerin, an active and 
intelligent man.i l^umbcrlcfs obdacles occaHoned 
^he failuic of this project, which hath been fmcc 
Tcfumedj but very carejcfsly e^^ecuted, This was 
a. grea^ misfortune for (^lanada, which, .had it 
been remarkable for any fuccefsj of tins kind, 
would thereby have greatly extended it’s connec- 
tions vyiih Europe and with the Weft Indies. 1 * 
Evcivy cireuniftancc, ibercfore, conrplrcd to 
promote the profpcriiy pf, the fcitlcments in Ca- 
nada, if they had been aftiftcd by the men who 
feemed to pc moft intcrefted in them- But whence 
could proceed that inconceivable jvant of mduf- 
try, winch fuffered them to remain in the fame 
wretched (late they were in at firft ? 

It be confefled, that the nature of the 

F^Tee'" climate prefented fomc pbftaclcs to the efforts of 
Vaito pobty. TVieTr»cTS\, Lawrence IS Irozen up lor 
w o'deTto ‘uonths in the year. A; other times U is. not 
deme ad- navigable by night, on account of thick fogs, 
currents, fand-banks, and concealed rocks, 

Bada. which 
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"which make it even dangerous by day«iiglit. book 
F rom Quebec to Montreal, the^ river is only . 
prafticablc for vclfels-of three hundred tons bur- 
den, and even thefc arc frequently impeded by 
terrible winds, which detain them a fortnight or 
three weeks* in this Oiort paflage.. -Froth Mont- 
real to the Lake Ontario, traders meet with no 
Icfs than fix watcr-falls, which oblige them to 
unload their canoes, and to convey them and 
their . lading a confidcrablc way by land. 

V.. Far froip encouraging mca to furmount the 
difficulties of nature, a mifmformcd government 
planned none but ruinous fchemes. To gain the 
advantage over tiic Engliih in the fur trade, they 
crefted three and thirty forts, at a great diftance 
from each other. The building andi viaualHng 
of them diverted the Canadians from the only la- 
bours that ought (Q have engroffed their, alien* 
tion. This error engaged them in an arduous and 
perilous track, i ' r • * 

It was not without fomc uneannefs that the In- 
dians faw the formation of ihefe fettlements, 
which migiu endanger their liberty. Their fufpi* 
cions induced them to take up arms, fo that the 
colony wasfcldom free from war. Ncccflily made 
all the Canadians foldicrs. Their manly and milt- 
tary education rendered them hardy from their 
youth, and fcarlcfs of danger. Before they had 
arrived to the age of manhood, they would tra- 
>crreavafl continent in the fummcr>timc in ca- 
noes, and in winter on foot, through ice and 
fnow. Having nothing but their ^un to procure 
CuJaCxO.ewte tVie.’j •**««. vw wf 

Uarving ; but they were under no apprchcnfion,* 
not even of falling into the hands of the favages, 

\vho had exerted all the ciToits of their imagtr.a- 
V tion 
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BOOK tion in inventing tortures for their enemies, fir 
■ Nvorfe than death.* ' , ' 

- The fedentary arts of peace, and the conilant 
labours of ngrtcuUure, could have no atiraftion for 
men accurtomed to an ailivc but wandering life. 
The codrt, Avhich form no idea of- tlie fwcets or 
the utility of rural life, incrcafcd the’avcrfion 
which the Canadians had conceived for it, by be* 
flowing all their favours and honours upon mlli* 
tary exploits' alope. The dillindlion that was 
chiefly lavifhed was that of nobility, which was 
attended with the mod fatal confequences. It not 
only plunged the Canadians in idlenefs, butalfo' 
infpired them with an -unconquerable paflion for. 
every thing that was fplcndid. Profits i which, 
oughf to have been kept facred for the improve*, 
menc of the lands,- were lard out in ornament,, 
and a real poverty was concealed under the trap* 
pings of dellruflive luxury. ^ < 

OrigSnof Such was the date of the colony in 1747, when 
I'tvTeeo GaiifTonicrc was appointed governor. He was 
theCnghfh a man potTcfTcd of veryexteufive knowledge, afUve* 
refolutc,' and of a courage the more flcadyi* 
jaCanada. as if was tUc •clTeft^of rcafon. ’ 'Thp EngUfli 
wanted to extend the limits of- Nova Scotia, 'or' 
Acadia, as far as the fouth fide of the river Sr. 
-Lawrence.' -He 'tliouglit this an unjufl claim, 
and was determined to confine them within the 
pcninfula, which he- apprehended to bo the 
boundary fettled even by treaties. 'Hicir ambi* 
tion of incroaebing on the inland parts, particu- 
larly towards the Ohio, or Fair*' lliver, die l>kc- 
wife thought unrcafonablc. ' He was of opinion 
fnat the Apalachian mountains ought to be the 
Vnnits-of their polTeflions, and was’fully deter* 
mined they fiiould not pafs them. His fuccclibr,' 
uho was appointed while he was preparing the 
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mans of accompVithing this vaft dcfign, cntdredB 00 k 
into his views with all the wamih they dcfcrved.,^JJ;^^^ 
Numbers of forts were immediately cre£lcd on all 
fides, to fupport the fyftero which the court had 
'adopted, perhaps, without forefeeing, or, at 
Icaft-, without fufficienily attending to the confe- 
quenccs. 

At this period began thofc hoftilltics between 
the Englilh and the French m North America, 
which were rather countenanced than openly 
avowed by the rcrpe£kive mother-countries. This 
clandeftme mode of carrying on the war was per- 
fedUy agreeable to the mmiftry at Vcrfailles, as it 
aflhrdcd an opportunity of recovering by degrees, 
and without expofing their weaknels, what they 
had loft by treaties, at a time when the enemy 
had iropofed their own terms. Thefe repeated 
checks at laft opened the ^’cs of Great Britain, 
and difclofcd the political dcCgns of her rival. 

George II. thought that a cland^^ine war was in* 
couCuent with the fuperioruy of his marnime 
forces. His fhips were ordered to attack thofc of 
the French in all parts of the world. The Englilh 
accordingly took or difperfed all the French fhips 
they met with, and in 1758 fleered towards Cape- 
Breton. 

This ifland, the key of Canada, had already 
been attacked m *745, and the c\cnt is of fo 
gular anature, that it deftrvesa particular detail, the Bag/ 
The plan of this firft invallon was laid at 5 ofton,*^ 
and New-England bore the cxpencc of it. A 
racrdiant named Pepperel, who had excited, 'en- 
couraged and dircdled the cnihufiafin of the co- 
lony, was intruftcd wiih the command of an army 
of 6000 'men, which had been levied for tlnse:^- 
pedrnon. ^ . ‘ 


Tfiovcn 
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BOOK Thou^oh tjlpft fprcfis,; conveyed by a fguad^on 
from ■’Janiaic^i brought the firll news to Capfc 
Breton of^the, danger that threatened jt, ihoygn 
the advantage pf a furg^ife woufd have lecurcd 
the ^ landing jivuhoutoppofilion, though the) had 
but 6co regular troops to encounter, and Soo in- 
habitants haftily armed, the lucccfs or the under 
taking was ftill precarious What great exploiis 
indeed, could be cxpc«^ed from a mihua fuodenly 
aflembled, who had never |een a fiegc or faced an 
enemy, and were to adfc under the^diredlion of Tev 
officers only ? Tliefe unexperienced troops Hood 
in need of the alTiHance of fome fortunate met 
dent, ^ylijcli they were indeed favoured with in a 
fingular manner j ^ 

Thb conflry^tion and repairs of the fortifica 
tiofls had always been left to the care of die gar- 
rifon of Louilbourg The Ibldicrs were eager of 
being employed in ihcfc works, which they con* 
fidercd as conducive to their fafety, and as the 
means of pfocunng them a comfoctabic fabfiH* 
nice When they found that ihofe who were to 
naso paid them appropriated to tlicmfclvcs the 
profit of their labours, the) demanded juHicc Ic 
i\as denied them, pnd they derermiticd to allerc 
ihcir lights As ihcfc d*prcdaiions had been 
(hared betweent the chief perfoo^ of the colony and 
the ftibaltcrn officers, il c foldiers could obtain no 
tedrefs Their indignation againfi: tliefc rapacious 
extortioners rofc to fuch a height, that they dc 
fpifcd all auihont) They jiad lived in open re 
bclhon for fix months, when the EngUfh appeared 
bffoic the place 

Tuts was the time to conciliate the mirds of 
both patties, ard to unite in the common caufc 
The loldiers made the fitft advances, but their 
commanders imdruAcd a gcncrofity cf which they 

them 
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ihc'mfclvcs were incapable. Had ihcfe mean op-B o o K 
preffbrs concclscd it poiliblc that the foldiers , 
could have entertained fuch elevated notions as to^ ^ 
facrifice their o\^n refenimcnt to the good of their 
country, they would ha\e taken advantage of this 
difpofuion, and have fallen upon the enemy uhilc 
they were forming their camp, and beginning to 
open their trenches. Befiegers unacquainted with 
the principles of the art of war, would have 
been difconcertcd by regular and vigorous attacks. 

The firft checks might have been fufficient to dif- 
courage them, and to make them rclinquilh the 
undertaking. But it was firmly believed that the 
foldiers were only defirous of fallying out, that 
they might have an opportunity of deferting j and 
their own officers kept them in a manner prU 
foners, till a defence fo ill managed had reduced 
them to the neceffity of capitulating. The whok 
tfland ihared the fate of Louilbourg, it's only buU ' 
w'ark. - ■ ' . ‘ f 

This valuable poITeffion, rellored to France by 
the treaty*of Aixda-Chapellc, was again attacked 
by the Bnglifti in *758. On the zd of June, a 
fleet ot tw'cnt)--ihrcc ihips of the line and eighteen 
frigates, carrying i6,ooo well-dlfciplincd troops, 
anchored in Gabarus bay, within half a league of 
.Louilbourg. As it was evident that it would be 
10 no purpofe to land at a greater diftancc, bccaufc 
It Would be impoffiblc to bring up the artillery 
and ether neceffaries for a confidcrablc fiege, it 
Jiad been attempted to render the landing imprac- 
ticable near the town. In the prudent precautions 
that had been taken, the befiegers faw the dangers 
and difficulties they had to <xpe£ki'>but far.from 
being deterred by theta, they had recourfe to ftra- 
tagcin j and while by extending their line they 
threatened and commanded the whole coaft, they 
' i landed 



320 HISTORY OF, SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 

BOO K landed by force of arms at the creek- of Cor-* 
moran. ; 

' — pUce was natucaUy weak. The French 
had fortified it with a good parapet planted with 
cannon. Behind this rampart they had polled 
2000 excellent foldicrs and foine Indians. In 
front they had made fuch a clofe hedge with 
branches of trees, that would have been very dif- 
ficult to penetrate, even if it had not been de- 
. fended. This kind of paUifadc, which concealed 
all the preparations for defence, appeared at a 
diftauce to be nothing more than a verdant 
plain. 

This would have preferved the colony, had the 
afiailants been fuffered to complete their landing# 
and to advance with the confidence, that they had 
but few obftadcs to furmount. Had this been 
the cafe, overpowered at once by the fire of the 
artillery and the fmall arms, they would infallibly 
have perifhed on the fljorc, or in tbc hurry of 
embarking j cfpccially as the fca was juft then 
very rough. This unexpcflcd lofs might have in* 
terrupted the whole projed. 

But all the prudent precautions that had been 
taken, were rendered abortive by the impetuofity* 
of the French. The Englifli had fcarce begun to 
move towards the fliorc, when their .enemies 
^ haftened to difeover the fnarc they had laid for 
* them. By the bnlk and hafty fitc that was aimed 
at their boats, and ftill more by the premature 
removal of the boughs that malkcd the forces, 
which it was" fo much the intcreft of the French 
to conceal, they guefled at the danger they were 
going to rufli into. They itumcdiaicly turned 
back, and faw no other place to cfTcfl their land- 
ing upon bur a rock, uhich Imd been always 
deemed, inacccfiible. General \Yolfb, though 

much 
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much taken up in rc-imbarking his troops, and B 
fending off ihc boats, gave the fignal to Major 
Scott to repair thither. 

Thc officer iiumcdiatcly removed to the fpot 
with his men. His own boat coming up firtl, 
and finking at the very inflant he was ftepping 
out, he climbed up the rock alone. He was in 
hopes of meeting with a hundred of his men, who 
had been fent thither fomc hours before. He 
found only ten. With thefe few, however, he 
gained the fummit of thc rock. Ten Indians and 
lixty Frenchmen killed two of his men, and mor- 
tally wounded three. In fpite of his weaknefs, lie 
flood his ground under cover of a thicket, till his 
brave countrymen, regatdlcfs of thc bolftcrous 
waves, and thc fire of the cannon, came up to 
him, and put him in full poffeflion of that im- 
portant poll, the only one that could fecure their 
landing. 

The French, as foon as they faw that the enemy 
had got a hrm footing on land, betook themfelve:* 
to thc only remaining refuge, and fliul tlicmfeivcs 
up in Louilbourg. Thc fortifications were in a 
bad condition, bccaufe the Tea fand, which they 
had been obliged to ufe, is by no means fit for 
works of mafonry. The rcvctcmcnts of thc fe- 
Ycral curtains were entirely crumbled away. 
There was only one cafement and a fmall mag;a- 
zinc, that were bomb proof. Thc garrifon which 
was to defend the place confifted only of 2900 
men. 

NoTwiTKSTAHDmG zM thcfc difadvantages, 
the bcficgcd were detexoiuucd. ta ixiake an obOLl. 
natc Tcfiftancc. While they were employed in 
defending thcmfclvcs with Jo much firmnefs, thc 
fuccours they cspcfled from Canada might polli- 
bly arrive. At all events, thisrcfiffance might be thc 

VoL. V. Y means 
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BOO K means of preferving that great colony from all 
further mvahon for the remainder of the cam- 
' ' paign. It is fcarce credible that the French were 

confirmed in their refolution by the courage of a 
■woman. Madame de Drucourt was continually 
upon the ramparts, with her purfe in her hand ; 
and firing hcrfelf three guns every day, feemed to 
difpuic with the governor, her hulband, the glory 
of his office. The befieged were not difmayed at 
the ill-fucccfs of their fcvcral failles, or the maftcrly 
operations concerted by Admiral Bofeawen and 
General Amherfi. It was but at the eve of an 
alfault, which it was tmpoffible to fufiain, that 
they talked of fiirrendcring. They made an ho- 
nourable capitulation, and the conqueror Ihewed 
more refpeft for his enemy and for himfclf, than 
to fully his glory by any aft of barbarity or 
avarice. 

’neEng. Thr conqucft of Capc-Brcton opened the way 
CMada^ into Canada. The vciy next year the feat of war 
They at was icmovcd thither, or rather the feenes of 
firftexpe- tloodlhcd, \7liich had long been afted over that 
great rats- inimcnfc country, were multiplied. The caufc of 
fortunes ihcfc procccdmgs was this. 

Oufts of French, fettled in thofe parts, had carried 

them. their ambitious views towards the north, ■where 
the fineft furs were to be bad, and in the greateft 
plenty. AVhen this vein of wealth was cxhauftcd» 
or yielded Icfs than it did at firfi, their trade 
turned fouibward, where tljcy difcovcrcd the 
Ohio, to which they gave the name of the Fair 
River, It laid open the natural communication 
between Canada and Louifiana. For though the 
fiups that fail up the river St. Lawrence go no 
further than Quebec, the navigation is carried on 
in barges to l^c Ontario, which is only parted 
from Take Eric by a neck of land, where the 

' French, 
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French, npontheir flrft fettling, buift Fort Niagara, book. 
It is on this fpot, in the neighbourhood of 
Erie, that the fourcc of the river Ohio is found, ^ 
which waters the fineft country in the world, and 
being increafed by the many rivers that fall into it, 
difeharges itfclf into the MUIiflippi. 

Thc French however made no ufc of this mag- 
nificent canal. The trifling intercourfe that fpb- 
fiftcd between the two colonics was always carried 
on by the northern regions. The new way, 
which was much Ihprter and caficr than the old, 
firit began to be frequented by a body of troops 
that were fent over to Canada in 1739, to afiifl: 
the colony of LQuifiana,tbcn engaged in an open 
war with the Indians. After this c.vpcdition, the 
fouthern road was again forgotten, and was never 
thought of till the year 1753. At that periodi 
fcveral fmall forts were crcflcd along the, 01)io, 
the courfc of which had been traced for- four 
years pall. The moft conliderablc of thefe forts 
took, it’s name from tljc governor Duquefne who 
had built it. 


. The Englifb colonies could not fee without 
concern French fctilcmcnis raifed behind them, 
which joined to the old ones, and feemed’ to 
furround them. They were apprehenfive left the 
Apalachian mountains, which were to forni the 
natural boundaries ’between both nations, ftiould 
not prove a fuificient barrier againft the attempts 
of a rcftlcfs and warlike neighbour. Urged by 
this motive, they tbcmfcivcs pafled thefe famous.^ 
mountains, to djfputc the pofiefiion of the Ohio 
■mwVv Oj.t, vvj-a,'. wjAiwfi. TVws fcft. fttp ptosed wv.- 
fucccfsful. T’he fcveral parties that were fuccef- 
fivcly fent out, were routed; and the forts were 
demoUlhcd as fall as they were built. 

Y a . To 
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K To put an end to thefc national affronts, and 
revenge the difgrace they rcflcfted on the mother-, 
country, a large body of ‘troops was fent over, 
under the command of General Braddock. In the 
fummer of 1755, as this general was marching to 
attack. Fort'Duquefne with 36 pieces of cannon 
and 6000 men, he*^was furprifed, within four 
leagues of the place, by 250 Frenchmen and 650 
Indians, and all bis army cut to pieces. This un- 
accountable difaller put a flop to the march of 
three numerous bodies that were advancing to fall 
upon Canada. The terror occafioned by this ac- 
‘cident, made them haften back to their quarters, 
and in the next campaign, ail their motions were 
guided by the moff timorous caution. 

The French were emboldened by this per- 
plexity, and though very much inferior to the 
EngUlh, ventured to appear before Ofvvego in 
Augull 1756. ^ It was originally a fortified maga- 
zine at the mouth of the river Onondago on the 
lake Ontario. It flood nearly in the center of 
Canada, in To advantageous a fituation, that many 
works had from time to time been ercflcd there, 
which had rendered it one of the moft capital 
polls in thofe parts. It was garrifoned by i8oo 
men with lai pieces of cannon, and great plenty 
of ftqrcs of all kinds. Though fo well provided, 
it furrendered in a few days to the impetuous 
and bold attacks of 3000 men who were laying 
fjcgc to it. 

^ Irt Auguft i7S7i 5500 French and 1800 In- 
dians marched up to Fort George, fuuatcd on 
lake Sacrament, which was juflly confidered as 
the 6u^war^: of tfic EngfhTi Settfements, ami the 
rendezvous of all the Forces dcllincd againli Ca- 
nada. Nature and art had confpired to block up 
the roads leading to that place, and to make all 

accefs 
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acccfs impraftlcablc» Thcfc advantages were book 
further ftrengihened by feveral bodies of troops, . 
placed at proper diflances in the befl pofitions. . 

Yet thefe obftaclcs were furmounted with fuch 
prudence and inircpidlty, as would have been 
memorable in hiftory, had the fccne of afllon 
lain in a. more dKltngutihcd fpot. The Frcnchi 
hftcr killing or difpcrling all the fmall parties 
they met with,* arrived before the place, and 
forced the garrifon, confiding of 2264 men, to 
capitulate. ’ 

This frcfli difadcr roufed the Englini, Their 
generals applied ihcmfclvcs during the winter to 
the training up of their men, and bringing the 
feveral troops under a proper difcipline. They 
made them cxcrcifc in the woods, in fighting after 
the Indian manner. In the fpring, the army, 
confiding of 6300 regulars and i3>ooo militia 
belonging to the colonies, aiTcmblcd on the ruins 
of Fort George, They ’embarked on lake Sacra- 
ment, which parted the colonics of both nations, 
and marched up to Carillon, which was only at the 
difiance of one league. 

That fort which had been but lately erefted 
on the breaking out of the war, to cover Canada, 
was notof fufficient extent to witbfiand the forces 
that- were marching againfi it. Intrcnchments 
•were formed hafiily under the cannon of the fort, 

.with ftcras of trees heaped up one upon another, 
and larger trees were laid in front, the branches 
of which being cut and (harpened, anfwcred the 
purpofe of chcvaux-dc-frifc. The colours were 
planted on the top of the ramparts, behind which 
la) 3500 men. 

The EngUIh were not difmajed at thefe for- 
midable appearances, being fully determined to 
remove the difgracc of their former mifearriages 

in 
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B o o Rin a country where the profperity of thetr trade 
. depended on the fuccefs of their arms. On the 

’ 8th of July 1758, they rufhed upon Uicfe palli- 
fades with the moft extravagant fury. Ncuher 
Nvctc they difconccttcd by the French firing upon 
them from the lop of the parapet, while they 
were unable to defend ihcmfclvcs. They fell 
upon the lharp fpikcs, and were entangled among 
the flumps and boughs through which their 
cagernefs had made them ru/h. AH ihcfe lofTcs 
ferved but to tnereafe their impetuous rage, 
which continued upwards of four hours and 
coft them above 4000 of their brave men before 
they would give up this raOi and defperate under- 
taking. 

TiiiiY were equally unfucccfsful In fmallcr ac- 
tions. They did not attack one poft without meet- 
ing with a rcpulfe. Every party they fcni out was 
beaten, and every convoy iuierccptcu. The feve- 
riiy of the' winter might have been fuppofed to fc- 
curc them, but even in this rigorous fcafon the In- 
dians and Canadians carried fire and fvvord to the 
frontiers, and into the very center of the Engljflj 
colonies. 

All thefe difaftcrs were owen to a falfe princi- 
ple of government. The court of London had al- 
ways entertained a notion that the fuperiority of 
their navy was alone fuflicicnt to aflert their domi- 
nion in America, as in afforded a ready convey- 
ance for fuccouTs, and could cafily intercept the 
enemy’s forces. ' 

Though experience had fltewn the fallacy of 
this idea, the miniftry did not even endeavour, by 
a proper choice of generals, to redify the fatal cf- 
fedis u had produced. Ahnofl all thofe who were 
employed in this fervicc were deficient in point of 
abilities and adivity. - * 

I Ths 
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' The armies were not likely to make amendsBrfo K 
for the defeats of their commanders. The troops , ^ 
indeed were not wanting in that daring fpirit and 
invincible courage, which is the charafteriftic of 
the EngUfh foldlers, arlfing from the climate, and 
ftill more from the nature of their government ; 
but thefe national qualities were counterbalanced 
or cxtinguilhed by the hardlhips they underwent, 
in a country dchitute of all the conveniences that 
Europe affords. As to the militia of the colonics, 
it was compofed of peaceable liufbandmen, who 
were not, like mod of the French colonifts, inured’ 
toflaughterbyahabit of hunting, and by military 
ardor. 

To thefe difadvantages, arifing from the nature 
of things,* were added others altogether owen to 
mifcondu^l. The pods ere&ed lor tbeiafetyof 
the fcveral EnglKh fettlemcnts, were not fo con- 
trived as CO fupporc and alBd each otlier. . The 
provinces having all feparate intereds, and not 
being united under the authority of one head, did 
not concur in thofe joint clforts for the good of 
the whole, and that unanimity of fentiments, 
which alone can infure the fuccefs of their mea- 
furcs. The fcafon of action was waded in vain 
altercations between the governors and the co- 
lonids. Every plan of operation that met with 
oppofition from any fet of men was dropped. If 
any one was agreed upon, it was certainly made 
public before the execution, and by that means 
rendered abortive. To this maybe added, the 
irrcconcilcablc hatred fubfiding between them 
and the Indians. 

These nations hadalw3)s (hewn avifible par« 
liahiy for the French, in return for their kind- 
nefs in fending them roilTionancs, whom they 
conddeted rather as ainbailadors from the prince, 

than 
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BOOKthan as fcnt from God, 'ihcfe miilionancs, by 
ftudying the language of the favages, conform- 

to their temper and mclinations, and putting 
in prailicc c\ cry attention to gain their confi- 
dence, had acquired an abfolutc dominion otcr 
their minds. Ihc French colonifls, far from 
communicating to them the European manners* 
had adopted ibn^c of the favages they lived wjtbi 
their indolence m time of peace, their aflivity m 
war, and their conftant fondnefs for a wandering 
life. Several officers of diftinflion had even been 
incorporated with them, Ihc hatred and jcaloufy 
of the£ngh(h has traduced them on this account 
and they have not fcruplcd to aflert that thefe ge- 
nerous men had giv cn money for the flvulls of ibcir 
enemies, that theyjoined in the horrid dances that 
accompany the execution of their pnfoners, mu- 
tated their cruelties, and partook of tiietr barba- 
rous fcftivaU. But thefe cnormiucs would be bet- 
ter adapted to people who have fubfiituted nati- 
onal to religious fanauctfm,andarc nvorc inclined 
to hale other nations, than to love their own go- 
vernment. 

The firong attachment of the Indians to the 
French was produflivc of the moft inveterate Iia- 
tred agamCt the Engliih. Of all the European 
favages, thefe were, m their opinion, the hardeft 
to tame, Ihciravcrfion foon rofetomadners, and 
they even tbirflcd for Enghflj blood, when they 
found that a reward was oFered for their dcflruc- 
tton, and that they were to be expelled their na- 
tive land by foreign afiaffins The fame hands 
■which had enriched thcEngliQi colony with their 
fur';, now took up the hatchet to deftro) it, Ihs 
Indians purfued the Enghfh with as much cager- 
nefs as they did the wild beafts. Glory was no 
longer their amvm battle, their only objeft 

(laughter, 
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flaughter. Tbeydcflro^cdarmicswhichtlicFrcnchB O o k 
only wilhcd to fubdue. Ihcir fury rofc to fucli a 
height, that aaEtvghfh pnfoncc having been con- 
duced into a lonely habitation, the woman imme- 
diately cut off his arm, and made her family drink 
the blood that ran from it. A Jefuit nuffionary 
reproaching her with the atrocioufnefs of the ac- 
tion, her anfwcr was , my children mxtjl be luar- 
narj, and therefore mxijl be fed •a.ith the blood ef 
tbcir enemies 

Such was the fituation of affairs, when anTakuigof 
Englifli fleet, confifting of three hundred fail, and 
commanded by admiral Saunders, entered theiib iiie 
river St Lawrende at the end of June 1759, 
a dark night, and with a very favourable wmd,brln^^d, 
eight fire diips were fent out to deftroy it. Not » 
a (hip, nor a man could have efcaped, if thCgf^^a*^" 
operation had been carried on with that degree wRoie c»- 
of (kill, coolncfs, and courage which it required 
But tliofe who had undertaken it were perhaps 
deficient in eiery one of thefe qualities, or at 
leak did not unite them al! Impatient to fecurc 
their return to land they fet Arc to the Hup, un> 
dcr their management a great deal too foon, and 
the enemy being warned by this of the danger 
that threatened them, cfcapcd it by thevr aftivvty 
and boldncfs, at the cxpence only of two finall 
vcffels 

While the naval forces had fo fortunately ef- 
caped being dcflro)cd, the army, confiding of 
ten thoufand men, was attacking Le\y Point, 
droic away the French troops which were in- 
trenched there, ereCed their own batteries, and 
bombarded Quebec with the grcalcft fuccefs. 

Tins town, though fituated on the oppofitc (horc 
of the nver, ^as ncvcrthelefs at no greater dif- 
tance from it than Its hundred toifes. 


But 
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BOOK But ihcfc difadvantagcs did not lead to the 
defign which the EngUfiv had in view. Their in- 

'"“'‘''■^tentjons were to become mafters of the capital 
of the colony, and the coall by which they muft 
have reached it, was fo well defended by re- 
doubts, batteries, and troops, that it feemed in- 
acccflible. The enemy were more and more 
confirmed in this opinion after they had attempt- 
ed the fail of Montmorency, where* they loft 
fifteen hundred men, and where they might ca- 
fily have lofi all the men they had imprudently 
landed there. 

Ih the mean time the feafon was advancing. 

' General Amherft, who was to have caufed a di- 
verfion towards the lake did not make bis appear- 
ance, and every hope was even given up of for- 
cing the French in their ports. A general dif- 
couragement was beginning to prevail, when Mr. 
Murray propofed to go with the army and part 
of the fleet two miles above the town, and to 
feizc upon the heights of Abraham, which the 
'French bad ncglcftcd to guard, bccaufc they 
thought them fuIBcJcntly defended by the very 
deep rocks which furrounded them. This htiU 
liant and fortunate idea was eagerly adopted. On 
the i3thDcccmbcr, five thouland Engliflt landed 
at the foot of the heights before day-break, and 
without being perceived. They clambered up 
without lofing any time, and formed the line of 
battle on the top of them, when at nine - o’clock 
they wexc attacked by two thoufand foldters, five 
thoufand Canadians, and five hundred favages. 
The aftion began, and proved favourable to the 
.BngUIh, who at the beginning of it had loft the 
intrepid Wolfe their general, but did not lofe their 
confidence and refolution. ® i 
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This was gaining a confidcrable advantages B K 
but it might not have been dccifivc. The troops 
that were polled within a few leagues of the field 
of battle, might V have been collefted in twelve 
hours, to join the \vanquifiicd army, and march 
up to the conqueror with a fuperior force.’ This 
was the opinion of General Montcalm, who being 
mortally wounded in the retreat, had time enough 
before he expired, to confult thefafety of his men, 
and to encourage them to repair their difaUcr. 

This generous motion was over-ruled by the 
council of war. The army removed ten leagues 
The Chevalier de Levy, who had haftened 
from his port; to fuccccd Montcalm, cenfured this 
want of courage. The French were afiiamcd of 
it, wilhed to recall it, and make another attempt 
for victory, but it was too late. ^ Quebec, though 
three parts deftroyed, had capitulated too preci- 
pitately on the 17th. ‘ 

All Europe thought that the taking of this 
place had put an end to the great conteft in North- 
Amcrica. They never imagined that a handtul 
of Frcnchmcni in want of every thing, who 
feemed to be in a defperate condition, would dare 
to think of protrafting their inevitable fate. 

.They did not know what thefe people were capa- 
ble of doing. They hafiily completed fome m- 
irenchmcms that had been begun ten Iwgucs 
above Quebec. There they left troops fufncient 
to flop the progrefs of the enemy ; and proceeded 
to Montreal, to concert mcafurcs to retrieve their 
difgracc. , . , 

It was there agreed that in the fprjng they 
fiiould march with an armed force againft Que- 
bec, to retake it by furprife, orit that Ihould fail, 
to bcfiegc it in' form. They had nothing 
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BOOK dincfs for that purpofc, but the plan was fo con- 

. , ccrted» tliat they Ihould enter upon the undertak- 
'' ing )u(l at the inftam when the luccouts expefted 
from France rauft ncccflarlly arrive. 

Tuoooh the colony had long been in want of 
every thing, the preparations were already made, 
when the ice, which covered tlic whole river, be- 
gan to give way towards the middle, and opened 
a fmall canal. They dragged feme boats over the 
jcc, and put them into the water. The army, 
confiding of citizens and foldicrs, who made but 
one body, and were animated with one foul, fell 
down this dream, with inconceivable ardour, as 
early as_ the aoth ot April 1760. • The Enghfii 
thought they dill lay quiet in their winter quar- 
ters. The army, already landed, came up with 
an advanced guard of 1500 men, poded three 
leagues from Quebec. This party was jud upon 
the point of being cut to pieces, 'had It not been 
for one of thofe unaccountable incidents, which 
no human prudence can iorefee, > 

' A-, GUNNER, attempting to dep out of his 
■boat, had fallen into the water. He caught hold 
of a flake of ice, climbed up upon it, and was 
earned down the dream. As he pafled by Que- 
bec, clofc to the fliorc, he was fecn by a ccntinel, 
•who obfetving a man in didrefs, called out for 
help. TbeEngliflj flewto his afhdancc, and found 
-him motionlcls. They knew him by his uniform 
to be a French foldier, and earned him to the go- 
•-vernor’s houfe, where by the help of fpirituous 
liquors, they recalled him to life for a moment. 
He juft recovered bis fpeech enough to tell them 
-that an army of 10,000 French was at the gates, 
.and expired. The governor immediately dif- 
patched otdera to the advanced guard to retire 
< within 



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 


333 


wubin the walls with all expedition. 
ftanding their precipitate retreat, the French had 
lime to attack their rear. A few moments later, 
they would have been defeated, and the city re* 
taken: 

Tuc aflailants however marched on with an in- 
trepidity which indicated that they expelled every 
thing from their valour, and thought no more of 
a furprife. They were within a league of the 
town, when they were met by a body of 4000 
men, who were fent out to intercept them. 
onfetwas fliarp, and the lefiftance obftinate. The 
Englilhwcre driven back within their walls, 
ing i8oo of their braveft men upon the fpot, and 
their artillery in the enemy's hands. 

The trenches were immediately opened before 
Quebec ; but as the French had none but field- 
pieces, as no fuccours came from France, and as 
a ftrong Englifii fquadron was coming up the 
rher, they were obliged to raife the fiege on the 
i6ih of May, and to retreat from poll to poll till 
they arrived at Montreal. Thefc troops, which, 
were not very numerous at 6rft, tiow ex- 

ceedingly reduced by frequent IkirmiOics and 
continual fatigues, were in want both of provifi- 
ons and warlike ftorcs, and found thcmfelvcs in- 
clofed in an open place i being furrounded by 
. three formidable armies, one of which was come 
down and another up the river, while the third 
had paffed over lake Champlain. Thefe mifera- 
blc remains of a body of feven thoufand men, 
who had never been recruited, and had fo much 
lignalized themfclvcs with the help of a few mi- 
litia and Indians, were at laft forced to capitulate 
for the whole colony. The conqueft' was con- 
firmed by the treaty of peace, when this country 
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BOOKwas added to the poffcfiions of the Knghfli in 
_f North»America. ■ * 

How confined arc the views of politics I The 
acqui&uon £ngli(h confidered this acquifition as the ultimate 
fcca^al'^ period of their grandeur, and the French mini- 
vantage- ttry were not more enlightened than the Briiifit 
council. On one hand every thing was thought 
he won by this conqueft ; on the other every 
thing was tljought to be loft by a facrificc which 
was to bring on the ruin of an irreconcileablc 
enemy. iSuch is the ncceflary concatenation of 
the events which inccflantly change the intcrefts 
of empires, that it hath often happened, and will 
frequently happen hereafter, that the moft pro- 
found fpeculations, and the meafurcs apparently 
the moft prudent, have been, and will ftill be er- 
roneous. The advantage of the moment is the only 
thing confidered, in circumftances where no- 
thing is fo common as to fee good fpring from evil, 
and evil arife from good. If it be true of fotne in- 
dividuals, that they have for adong time willicd 
for what has proved their misfortune j it is ftill 
more true of fovcrcigns. The caprice of fortune 
which^ic fo apt to fpori with the prudence of man, 
are never taken into the calculation, and indeed 
there is no occafion for it, when fome unfortunate 
cafualty is concealed in a diftaut and obfeure futu-< 
yily j when it is alinoft devoid of probability, and 
when fuppofing it Ihould happen total ruin will 
not be the confcqucncc. But the people will be 
governed by a mad miniftry, when, without con- 
fidering the tranquillity and the fafety of the ftate,' 
they fiiall think of-notbing but it’s aggrandize- 
ment t when. wUlvaut. canfLo/ttw.g wW.he’t -a w.'.Ct* 
rable little iftand will not occafion cares and cx- 
pcnccs which cannot be compenfated by any ad-'' 
vantage, 
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\antage, they will fuffer themfcUcs to be dazzled E o o K 
Vfiih the frivolous glory of having added it to the 
national dominion when by rcfufing to make 
rcftuuiions that were agreed upon, they fliall ce- 
ment between the ufurping powrer and that which 
IS injured, a hatred which will, fooncr or later, be^ 
followed by the elfufion of blood, upon the fca 
and upon the continent when, for the preferva- 
tion ot a few places, it fliall be ncceflary to keep 
a number of foldicrs fliut up, who will grow de- 
generate by a long continuance in idlcncfs . when ^ 
lading jcaloufies fliall be excited, or pretenfions 
encouraged, which arc ever ready to be renewed, 
and to engage two nations in war with each other: 
when It ihall be forgotten, that a nation fettled 
between one empire and another, is fometimes 
the belt barrier that can be intcrpofcd between 
them, and that it is imprudent and dangerous to 
acquire, by the cxtinftion of the intermediate na- 
tion, an ambitious, turbulent, warlike, and power- 
ful neighbour , when it fliall be forgotten, that 
every domain, feparated from a date by a >311 
interval, is precarious, cxpcnfi>c, ill defended, 
and ill governed, that it would be, beyond any 
kind of doubt, a real misfortune for two na- 
tions to have any poircfiTion on one fide and 
on the other of a river which ferves as their 
boundary that to renounce a country claimed 
by fcvcral powers, is commonly to fpare fu- 
perfluous cxpcnccs, alarms and contefts , and 
that to cede it to one of thofe who were dc- 
firous of obtaining it, is the only w ay to throw 
the fame calamities upon them m a word, 
when It fliall be forgotten that a fovercign, who 
IS really a man of genius, will perhaps difplav it 
left m availing hiinfclf of the real advantages of 
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B o o Kbis country, than in giving up to rival^nations* 
^vi. deceitful advantages, the latal confcqucnccs of 
'which they can only be fcnfibls of in procefs of 
timej this is a kind of fnarc, whicli the rage of 
extending their dominions will ever conceal from 
them. 


BOOK 
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BOOK XVII. . 


•Eni/l/S Cohniet filtUd at HtiJpm’s Jday, Canada, 
tbl IJIand tsf St. Ji/jn, Nmfiutldhmd, Ntraif 
Sana, Ue-.j.Eagland, Nfat-Tori, and Nc-ai- 
Jerfej. 

T he dcfirc of penetrating into futurity >>at'tBO^O K 
been the pallion of all ages. ^ The entrails ^ — j 

of aniinalSj and the blood of viflitns, hath ap'Fuftcrp^ 
peared to fome people an infallible mode of dif- 
Covering the deftiny of empires. Others havemKoRii 
placed the fcicnce of divination in dreams, winch Amenc*. 
they have chofen to confidcr as the moft certain 
interpreters of the will of heaven. Whole 
Wc pretended to compel fate to reveal itfelf by 
the aight of birds, and other prefages equally 
frivolous. But, the confulting of the liars hath 
hceu the moll favourite of thefe modes of au- 
guration. Men have thought, that in thefe they 
beheld, marked out in charaSers not to be ef- 
faced, the revolutions, more or Icfs important, 
which were to agitate the globe. Thefe reveries 
had not fubdued the minds of the vulgar only ; 
they acquired an equal afeendant over men of the 
full genius. ' , . r 

Since found philofophy hath dcflrojcd theic 
chimeras, mankind have fplit upon another rock. 

A fpirit of prefumpuon, too prevalent, hath in- 
duced men to beheve, that nothing was more 
fcdfiblc than to dcienmnc, b> combinations fettled 
without much difficulty, what was to happen m 
VoL V, ^ politics. 
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BO o Kpolitics, Undoubtedly, it was pofllblc for per- 
ions of attention and reflexion to forefee fome 
events; but how many miflakcs, will not happen 
to one fortunate conje^^ure I 

The Britilh illands have been drenched in 
blood. Numbcrlcfs fa&ions and fefts have dc- 
flroycd each other there with a degree of oblli-, 
nacy> the fatal example of which hath rarely been 
difplaycd in the deplorable annals of the world. 

♦ Who 'could have'coiijcaurcd, tliat the profpe- 
rity of North America would have arifen from fo 
many calamities ? 

Firfttxpe- ^ ENGLAND. was Only known in America by her 
piracies, which were often fuccefsful, and always 
ioNorth bold, when* Sir Walter Raleigh conceived the 
Aniwjea. projeft to procufc hit nation a fharc of the pro- 
digious riches, which, for near a century part, had 
flowed from that heinifphcrc into our’s. This' 
great man, who was born for bold undertakings, 
caft his eyes on the caftern coafl: of North Ame- 
rica. The talent he had, of bringing men over to 
his opinion, by reprefeming all his propofals in a 
finking light, foon procured him aflbeiates, both 
at court and among the merchants. The com- 
pany that was formed in confcquence of his mag- 
nificent promifes, obtained of government, in 
1584, the abfoluic difpofal of all the difcoverics 
that Ihould'bc made; and without any further 
encouragement, they fitted out two fliips in April , 
following, that anchored in Roanoak bay, which 
now makes a part of Carolina. Their command- 
ers, worthy of the trufi: repofed in them, behaved 
with remarkable aflabiUty in a country where 
I'liey wanted to Ictfic tbcir nation, and left the 
ravages at liberty to make their own terms in the 
trade they propofed to open with them. 


The 
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The reports made by ihefc fuccefsful naviga- 
tors on their return to Europe, concerning the 
temperature of the climate, the fertility or tne 
foil, and the difporuion of the inhabitants, en- 
couraged the focicty to proceed. They accorcU 
ingly lent feven flilps the following fpn^, whicn 
landed a hundred and eight freemen at Roan^U, 
for the purpofe of commencing a fettlcmcnt. Tart 
of them were murdered by the favages, whom 
they had infultcd, and the reft, having 
improvident as to negleft the culture of the land, 
^^crc perilhing with mifery and hunger, when a 
deliverer came to their relief. 

This was Sir Francis Drake, fo famous among 
fcamcn for being the next after Magellan who 
failed round the globe. The abilities he had 

Ihcwn in that great expedition, induced Queen 

Elizabeth to make choice of him to 'humble . 
Philip 11. in that part of his cxtcnfivc domi- 
nions, where he ufed to difturb the peace of 
other nations. Few orders were ever more punc- 
tually executed, The Englilh fleet fcizcd upon 
St. Jago, Catthagena, St. Domingo, and fcvcral 
other important places, and took a great inaoy 
rich fliips. Ilis inflruflions were, after thcic 
operations, to proceed and ofler his affiftance to 
the colony at Uoanoak. The wretched few 'V^io 
futvived the nurabcrlcfs calamities that haU oc- 
fallen them, were in fuch dcfpair, that they rc- 
fufed all affiflance, and only begged he would 
convey them to their native country. Inc aumi* 
ral complied with thcic rcqucUj and thus the cx- 
pcnccs iliat had been hitherto bellowed on the 


fculcmcnt were entirely thrown a\vay. 

The aflbciaics were not difeouraged by tins 
unforefeen event. From time to time they lent 
over 0 few colon;ti...2«ho. m the 
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BOOK amounted to a hundred and fifteen perfons of both 
fexes, under a regular government, and fully 

' provided wlth'all they wanted for their defence, 

and for the purpofes of agriculture and com- 
merce. Thefe beginnings raifed fotne expefta- 
tions, but they were frulfratcd by the difgrace of 
Raleigh, who fell a viflim to the caprices of his 
own wild imagination. The colony, having loft 
it*s founder, was totally forgotten. 

It had been thus ncgleftcd for twelve years, 
when Gofnold, one of thefirft affbeiates, refolved 
to vific it in 1602. His experience in navigation 
made him fufpeft that the right track had not 
been found out, and that in fleering by the Ca- 
nary and Caribbcc Hlands, the voyage had been, 
made longer than It need have been by above a 
thoufand leagues. Thefe conjectures induced hint 
to Acer away from the fouih, and’ to turn more 
weAward. The attempt fucceeded ; but when he 
reached the 'American' coaA, he found hlmfclf 
further north than any navigators who had gone 
before. The country where lie landed, which 
now makes a part of Ncw-England, aftbrded him 
plenty of beautiful furs, with which be faded back 
to England. . • _ 

Tub rapidity and fuccefs of this undertaking' 
made a Arong impreflion upon the Englifii mer- 
chants. Several of them joined in 1606 to form a 
fctticmcut in the country that Gofnold had dif- 
coxcred. Their example revived in oilicrs the me- 
mory of the Uoanoak; and this gave rife to two 
charter companies. As the continent where they 
were to carry on their monopoly was then known 
m Engfand onfy by the general name of Virginia, 
the one was called the'South-Virginia, and the 
other the NortU-Virginla company. 


The 
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'TrfE.zeal that had been Ihcwn at firft foonBO^OK 
abated, and. there appeared to bcmorejealoufy than 
emulation between the two fompanies* Though 
they had been favoured with the firfl lottery that 
e\er was drawn in England, their^progrefs was 
follow, that in 1614 there were not above four 
hundred peribns in both fetilcmcnts. lhat fort 
of competency which was anfwerablc to the fint- 
pbciiy of the manners ot the times^ was then fo 
general in. England, that no one was tempted to 
go abroad in quell- of a fortune. It ^is a lenfc of 
misfortune lhat gives men a dillikc to their na^ 
tivc country, ftill more than the defite ^of ac- 
quiring riches. Nothing Icfs than fome extraor- 
dinary commotion couid then have fent inhabi- 
tants even into an CNCcUcnt country. 1 his emi- 
gration w’as at length occafibned by fupcruition, 
which had given rife to commotions from the 
cblhfion of religious opinions. -rx . » 

Th£ firft priells of the Britons were the Druids, 
fo famous in the annals of Gauh 1 o throw a js 

mihcrious veil upon the ceremonies of a favage peopled m 
worlhip, their rites were never performed but 
dirk. recelTcs, and generally in gloomy groves, Jhereligi 
where fear creates fpc^lrcs aiid Onlyo««»^1s 

a few perfons were initiated into thefe m)ucrics,jyyj,^pg. 
and mtrufted with the facred 'doftrincs ; and even Uni. 
thefe wcrc'not allowed id commit any thing to 
writing upon this important fubjeeVj left their fc- 
crets Ihould fall into the hands of the prophanc 
Vulgar. T'he altars of a formidable deity were 
ftaiued with the blood of human \i£tims, and en- 
riched with the moft precious fpoiU of war*. 

"^Ihough the dread of the vengeance of hcaicii* 

VIS the only guard of thefe trcafurcs, )cc they 
Were aUvais deemed facred, bccaufe the Drums 
.li-'d artfully repreffed a tUirft alter 
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BOO Kculcating the fundamental doftrine of the cridfefs 
^ tranfinigration of the fouL The chief authority 

^■~‘*'~^’of government was vefted in the minifters of that 
terrible religion j bccaufc men arc more power- 
fully and more conftantly fwayed by opinion tlian 
by any other motive. They were intruded with 
the education of youth, and they maintained ■ 
through life the afcendcncy they acquired in that 
early age. They took cognizance of all civil 
and criminal caufcs, and were as abfolute in thcic 
decifions on Hate aHairs as on the private dider- 
cnees between individuals. Whoever dared -to 
refift.theif' decrees, was not only excluded from 
all participation in the divine myllcrics, but even 
frojn the focicty of men. It was accounted a 
crime and a reproach to hold any Intercourfe with 
himj he was irrevocably deprived of the protec- 
tion of the laws, 'and nothing but death could 
put an end to his miferies. The biflory of human 
fuperhittons'' affords no inhancc of any one fo 
^tyrannical as chat of the Druids. It was the only 
one that provoked the Romans to ufe feverity; 
with'fo much violence did the Druids oppofc the * « 
power of thofe conquerors. ' ^ ^ 

'That religion, howe^'Cr, bad loft much of it's 
inBuence, when jt was totally aboiilhed by Chrifti- 
anity in the fcvenih century. ...The northern na- 
tions, that had fucccflivcly Invaded the fouthern 
provinces of Europe, had found there the feeds* 
of^that new religion, amidft the rums of an cm- ■- 
pirc that was ftiaking on all fides. Their indil- 
ierence for their diftant gods, or tha't credulity 
which is ever the companion of-ignorance, in- 
duced them readily to embrace a form of worBiip 
which, from the multiplicity of it's ceremonies, 
could not but attra£l the notice of rude and fa- 
V3gc men. 'ibq,Saxons, who afterwards invaded. 

Eng- 
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England, followed their example, and adoptedBO O K 

without diflicuUy a religion^ that juftined ihcjr 
conquefts, expiated the criminality of thciUj and 
infured their permanency by’abolilhing the an- 
cient forms of worflxip. ^ • • 

The c3c£ts’\7crc fuch as might be expected 
from a religion, the original fiinpUcity of which 
was at that time fo much disfigured. Idle con- 
templations were foon fubftitutcdin lieu of active 
and focial virtues; and a ftupid veneration for un- 
known faints, took place of the worlhip of the Su- 
preme Being. Miracles dazzled the eyes of men, 
and diverted them from attending to natural 
caufes. They were taught to believe that prayers 
and offerings would atone for the mofl heinous 
■crimes. Every fentiment of rcafon was perverted, 
and every principle of morality corrupted, 

TaosE wlio liad been the promoters of this 
confufioii, knew how to -avail thcmfclvcs of u. 

The priefts obtained that rcfpccl which was de- 
nied lb kings 5 and their perfons became facred. 

The magiftraic had no power of inipe^ng into 
their, condud, and they even evaded the 
fulncfs of the civil law. Their tribunal eluded, 
and even fuperfeded all others. They found means 
to introduce religion into every queflion of law, 
and into all Bate affairs, and made thcmlcUcs 
umpires or judges in evary caufe. "When laith 
fpokc, every one liftened in filcnt attculion to it s 
inexplicable oracles. Such was the inlatualion ol 
thofe dark ages, that the fcandalous cxccllcs ot lbs 
clergy did not dsminilh their auihoriiv. - 

Tins authority was maintained by the immcnrc 
riches the elergv had already acquired. As foon 
at ihcv had taught, that religion ''*7 
■pthiciiulU by.ficiif.ces, and required firit ot Ui^ 
that of Icttuuc and earthly poiTcffion*. t.ie nobi- 
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BOO Kluy, vvho v,crc folc propnctors of ail cflalcs, cm* 
XVII ployed ;hcu iUv« to budd cUvirchcs, and allotted 
their lands to the endowment of ihofc founda- 
tions. Kings gave to the church all that they 
had cj.lortcd from the people, and Anpped them- 
fclvcs to fuch a degree, as even not to leave a fuf- 
iicitncy for the pi)nient of the army, or for de- 
fraying the other charges of government. Thefc 
dcficJcacits were never made up by ihofc who 
were the caufc ot them. Ihcy were not con- 
cerned in any of the public cvpcnccs. The pay- 
ment of ta\es wnih the revenues of the cliurch 
would have been a facrilege, and a proflitution of ^ 
holy things to profane purpofes. Such vva> the- 
declaration of the clergy, and the laity believed 
them, llie ponedion of the third part of the 
feudal tenures m ihekingdoni, the frcc-vv.il ut* 
ierings of a deluded people, and the large fee> re- 
quired for all prtcAIy offices, did not fattsfy the 
enormous avidity of the clergy, ever attentive to 
their own mtereH. Ihcyr found in the Old Icfta- 
ment, that by divine appointment they liad an 
undoubted right to the tubes of the produce of 
the land, ihis claim was fo readily admitted, 
that they extended it to the tithe of induftry, of 
the profits on trade, of the- wages of labourers, of 
the pay of foldicrs, and locnctuncs ot the falartes 
of placemen 

Rome, which at firft was a Client fpeflator of 
thefe proceedings, and proudly enjoyed the fuc- 
tefs that attended the rich and haughty mimftcrs 
or a Saviour born jn obfcuriiy, and condemned to 
* an ignomii.ious death, foon coveted a ffiart. in the 
fpojls ot England. Ihe firft (lep the took was to 
open a trade for relies, wintb were ilvvays ulhcrcd 
in vMth Co ne linking n iraclc, and lold in propor- ' 
tion to the trcduIUj of the parUuIc's ihe gicit 
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BOOK {lancca, England, v. Inch had folong wUhftcod the 
conquering arms of tlic anclLiit Homan empire, 
became tributary to modern Home. 

At length the pailions and violent capriccsof 
Henry VIII. broke the fcandalous dependence. 
'Ihc abufe of ft> infnnous a poucr lud already 
opened the C)Ci of the nation. This prince ven- 
tured at once to fliakc off the authority of the pope, 
abohdi raouartertes, and affumc the fuprcmacy 
over his own ebnreh. 

This open ichifm was followed by other altera- 
tions nv the reign of Edward, fon and fucceffor to 
Henry. The religious opinions, winch were then 
changing the face of Europe, were openly dif- 
culTcd. Something was taken from everyone? 
many doflrincs and rues of the old form ol vvor» 
Ihip were retained; and from ihcfcfci oral riHcms 
or tenets arofeanew communion, diHinguimedb} 
the name of the Church of England. 

CLUABUTn, who completed this important 
work, found theory alone too fubde, and thought 
it mod expedient to captivate the fenfes, by the 
addition of fonic ceremonies. Her natural tallc 
for grandeur, and the defire of putting a flop to 
the difpuics about points of docirmj:, by enter- 
taining the eye with the external parade of wor- 
fhip, inclined her to adopt a greater number of 
religious rites. But flic was retrained by politi- 
cal confidcrations, and was obliged to facrifice 
fomething to the prejudices of a party that had 
raifcd her to t!ie throne, and was able to maintain 
her upon it. > ^ 

Far from fufpeftmg that James k would exe- 
cute what Lhzabetiv had not even dared to at- 
«. be kKvih. be. 

have been inclined to rellraiiv ccckhaflical rites 
and ceremonies : that prince, having been trained 
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up in the pnnciplc$ of the Prc(b)icrians, a fc£lBoo K 
which, wiih much fplritual ptidc, aficQcd greae , 
ftmpllciiy of drefs, gravity of manners, and au- 
ficiiiy or doctrine, which loved to fpeak in ferip- 
turc phrafes, and give none but feripture names 
to their cljildrcn. One would have fuppofed that 
fuch an education mud have prejudiced the king 
againfl the outward pomp of the catholic vvorlliip, 
and every thing that bore any afiiniiy to iu But 
the fpirit of f^ftciu prevailed over the principle* of 
education. Stricken with thccpifcopaljurifdiflion 
which lie found enablifhed in England, and which 
he thought conformable to his o\v n notions of civ i! 
govcrnincnt, he abandoned, from conviclion, the 
early imprcITions he had received, and grew paf- 
fionately fond of a hierarchy modelled upon the 
political aconomy of a wclUcouftituicd empire. 
Inhigatcd by his cnihufufm, be wanted to intro- 
duce this wonderful fydctn into Scotland, his na- ^ 
tivc country, and to engage a great many of the 
Englilli, who dill didented, to embrace it. He 
even intended to add the pomp of the mod awful 
ceremonies to the majeftic plan, if he could have 
carried his grand projefU into execution. But 
the oppolition he met with at fird felting out, 
would not permit him to advance any further in 
his fydcni of reformation. He contented himfclf 
with rccommcndingto his fon to refume his views, 
whenever the times fliould furnilh a favourable 
'Opportunity; and reprefented the Prcibyicrians 
to him as alike dangerous to religion and to the 
throne. • , ‘ 

Charles readily follow'cd his advice, which 
was but loo conformable to the principles of def- 
' potifni he had imbibed from Buckingham his fa- 
vourite, the mod corrupt ot men, and the cor- 
rupter of the courtiers* . do pave the way to the 
revolution 
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n o o ivTcvoluuonlie was incdiiating, he promoted fevcral 
bilKops to the Itightfl. dignjlics* in the govern- 
inciU, ami conferred on them moll of the ofiices 
that imparted a great Ihsrc of influence in all 
public mcafurcs. 'llicfc ambiiious prelates, now 
become the nuflers of a prince who had been^ 
weak enough to be guided by tjic iniligaiions of 
othccs, betrayed that Ipicit fo frequent among the 
clergy, of exalting ccdcfullical jurifdiclion under 
the lhadow of the royal prerogative. They multi- 
plied the church ceremonies without end, under 
pretence of their being of apollolical inniiutionj 
and to enforce their obfcrvancc, bad rccourfeto 
afts of arbitrary power cxcrcifcd by the king. It 
was evident that there was a fettled dellgn of rc- 
, ftoring, in all it’s fplcndour, what the I’rotcllants 
called Romiih idolatry, though the moH violent 
• means fliouid be ncce^ary to compafs it. Thu 
_ project gave ibe more umbrage, as it was fup;; 

‘ ported by the prejudices and intrigues of a pre* 
lumptuous Queen, who had brought from Trance 
an immoderate pafiton for popery and arbitrary 
power. 

It can fcarcclybc imagined what acrimony thefe 
alarming fufpicions had raifed in the minds of the* 
people. Common prudence would* have allowed 
time for the ferment to fubfide. But the fpirit of 
fanaticifm endeavoured, even. in thefe trouble- 
ioinc times, to rcftorc every thing to the unity of 
the church of England, which was become more- 
odious to. the diJicnters, fincc fq many culloms 
had been introduced into u which they coiifidcred 
as fuperdUious. order was ilTued, that both 
Kingdoms Ihould conform to the worlhip and dif- 
ciphne of the cpilcopal church. Tins law in- 
cluded the Prefljytcrians, who^then began to be 
tailed Puntanis, bctaufc.tbcyprutcQed to take the 
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pure anti fiinplc word of Cod for tlic rule of theiru O o iC 
faith and practice. It was CKtended likcwifc to all • 

the foreign Calvinills that were in the kingdom, 
whatever dificrcncc there might be in ^hcir opi« 
nions. This hicrarchal worlhipwas enjoined to 
the regiments, and trading companies difpcrlcd 
in the Icvcral countVics of Kurope. TlhcKnglilh 
ambaffudors were alfo required to feparate from 
all communion with the foreign ProtcIUnts, fo 
that linglarid loft all the influence flic had ac- 
quired abroad, as the head and fupport of the , 
Ueformation. 

In this fatal crifis, moft of the Puritans were 
divided between fubmiflion and oppofition. T hofc 
who would neither ftoop to )icld, nor take the 
pains to reflft, turned their views towards Nortli- 
America, in fcarch of that civil and religious li- 
berty which their ungrateful country denied tiicm. 

Their enemies, in order to have an opportunity 
of pcrfccuting them more aticifurc, attempted to 
preclude thefe devout fugitives from ibis afylum, 
where they wanted to worlhip God in their own 
Way in a defert land. Eight fliips that lay at an- 
chor in the Thames, ready to fail, were flopped; 
and Cromwell is fald to have been detained there 
by that very king, whom he afterwards brought 
to the fcaffold. Emhufiafm, however, flrongcr 
than the rage of perfccution, furmounted every 
obftaclc; and that part of America was foon filled 
\\ ith Prelbytcrians. The faiisfaftion they enjoyed, 
in their retreat, gradually induced all thofc of 
their party to follow them, who were not fo evil- 
minded as to delight in the view of thofc dreadful 
fecnes, which foon after made England a fcenc 
of blood and horror. Many were afterwards in-' 
duced to remove thither in more peaceable times, 
with a view of advancing their fortunes. In a 
. word. 
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BOOK word, all Europe contributed greatly to increafe' 
their population. Thoufands of unliappy men, 
oppreflVd by the tyranny or intolerant jpirit of 
their fovereigns, took refuge in that hcmifphere} 
concerning which, we fliall now purfue our inqui- 
ries, and endeavour, before we quit the fpot, to 
gain foine information refpeiUng it. 

Parallel It IS lurprifing that fo little fliould have been 
^roid known of the New World, for fo long a time 
and the after it was- difcovcrcd. Barbarous foldicrs and 
World rapacious merchants were not proper perfons to 
‘ give us juft and clear notions of this hemirpherc. 
It was the province of philofophy alone to avail 
itfelf of the informations fcattcred in the accounts 
of voyages and milTionaries, in order to fee Ame- 
rica fuch as nature hath made it, and to find out 
it’s analogy to the reft of the globe. 

It is now pretty certain that the new continent 
has not half the extent of furfacc that the old has. 
At the fame time, the fomi of both is fo fingu- 
Jarly alike, that we might cafiiy be inclined to 
draw confcqucnccs from this particular, if it were 
not always iicceffary to be upon our guard againft 
the fpirit of fyftem which oltcn Hops us in our 
Tcfcarchcs after truth, and hinders us from attain- 
ing it. 

The two continents fejm to form, as it were, 
two broad tracks of land that begin from the 
Arftic pole, and terminate at the tropic of Capri- 
corn, divided on thcEafl and Weft by the ocean 
that furrounds them. 'Whatever may be the 
ftrufture of thefe two comments, and the quality 
or fymmetry of their form, it is evident that their 
cqvwhbtvwm dots WA depend upon their pofnion. 
It is the inconftancyof the fca that conftiiutcs the 
f)lid form of the earth. To fix the globe upon 
h’f bafis, it R'cmed ncccifary to have an element 
^ ^ M hlch. 
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winch, floating inccfTaiuly round our planet, book 
might by itS weight counterbalance all other . 
fublbnces, and b) it’s fluidity rcftorc that equiU* 
brimn which the conflict of the other elements 
might ha\c difturbcd. Water, by it’s natural 
fiuiluaiion apd weight, is the moft proper ele- 
ment to preferte the connexion and balance of 
therc\cral parts of the globe round it’s center. 

If our hcinifphcrc Ins a \cry wide extent of con- 
tinent to the North, a mafs of water of equal 
Weight at the oppofitc part will certainly pro- 
duce an equilibrium. It under the tropics we 
have a rich country covered with men and ani- 
mals, under tlve fame latitude America will hate 
u fca filled with fill). While forefls full of trees, 
bending with the largcft fruits, quadrupeds of 
the grcaicll fiac, the nioft populous nations, ele- 
phants and men, are a load upon the lurlace 
of the earth, and feem to abforb all it*> fertility 
throughout the torrid zone , at both poles arc 
found \vhalc«, with innumerable multitudes of 
cods and herrings, cloud> of infcfls, and all the 
infinite and prodigiou* tribes that inhabit the 
fcas, as It were, to fupport the axis of the earth, 
and proent It’s inclining or debating to either 
fide . if, indeed, cicphams, whales, or men, can 
be faid to Iunc an) weight on a globe, where all 
living creatures arc but a tranfient modification 
of the earth that compofes it. In a word, the 
ocean rolls o\cr this globe to fafiiion if, m con- 
formuy to the general laws of gravity. Some- 
times It covers a hcnufphcrc, a pole, or a zone, 
which at other times it leaves bare ; but m gene- 
ral it feems to afieft the equator, more clpcciaily 
as the cold of the polea m fomc meafurc contrafts 
that fluidity which is cfTcntial <0 it, and from 
which It receives all it’s power of motion. It is 

chiefly 
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COOK cliicfly between the tropics Uiat the fca cxtcnclj 
NMI. itfclf and is agitated* and that it undergoes the 
greateft change, both in it*s regular and periodi- 
cal motions, as well as in thofe violent agitations 
occafionally c.\citcd in it by tempeftuous winds. 
The aitraftion of the fun, and the fermentations 
occalioned by it*s continual heat in. the torrid 
zone, mud have a very remarkable influence up- 
on the ocean. The motion of the moon adds a 
. new force to this influence, and the Tea, tp con- 
form itfelf to this double Impulfc, mull, it would 
feem, flow towards the equator. Notliing but 
the fiatnefs of the globe at the poles can poffibly 
account for that immenfe cMcnt of water, that, 
has hitherto concealed from us the lands near 
the South pole. The fca cannot eafdy pafs the. 
boundaries of the tropics, if the temperate and 
frozen zones be not nearer to the center of the 
earth than the torrid zone. Tt is the Tea tliere- 
fore that maintains an equilibrium with the land,, 
and difpofcs the arrangement of the materials 
that compofe it* One proof that the analogous 
portions of land, which the two continents of , 
rhe globe prefent at firft view, arc. not ciTcntially 
necefiary to it’s conformation, JS, that the New 
Hcmifpherc has remained covered with the waters 
of the fca, a much longer time than the Old. 
Befides, if there be an evident fimilarity between 
the two hcmifphcrcs, there are alfo differences 
between them, which will perhaps deftroy that 
harmony we think we obferve. 

When we confider the map of the world, and 
fee the local corrcrpondcncc between the ifthmus 
of Suez and that of Panama, between the Cape of 
Good Hope and Cape Horn, between the ^Vrehi- 
pclago of the Eaft Indies and that of the Caribbcc 
lilands, and between the mountains of ChiU and 
- thofe 
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thofc of Monomotapa ; wc arc ftrlcken with the book 
fimiiarity of the’ feveral forms this pifturc prc« 
ferns. Land feems on all fidcs to be oppofed to 
land, water to water, iflands and pcninfulas feat- 
tered by the hand of nature to ferve as a countcr- 
poife, and the Tea, by »t*s duduation, conftantly 
maintaining the balance of the whole. But if on 
the other hand we compare the gicat extent of 
the Pacific Ocean, which feparates the Eaft wnd 
Wcfl Indies, with the fmall fpace which the 
Ocean occupies between the coaft of Guinea and 
that of Brazil j the vaft quantity of inhabited land 
to the North, with the little wc know towards the 
South 5 the diredion of the mountains of Tar- 
taty and Europe, which is from Eaft to Weft, 

'■'itn that of the Cordclcirias which run from North 
to South} the niind is in fufpenfe, and we ha\c 
the mortification to fee the order and fymmetry 
'■anifh, wuh which wc had cmbcllilhcd our fyftciu 
of the earth. The obferver is ftill more dif* 
plcafcd with his conjcdurcs, when he confiders 
the immenfc height of the mountains of Peru. 

IS then aftonifhed to fee a continent fo recent, 
and yet fo cloatcd, the fca fo much below the 
tops of thefe mountains, and yet fo recently come 
down from the lands that fecmcd to be cfTedually 
defended from it*s attacks by thofc tremendous 
bulwarks. It is, however, an undeniable fad, 
that both continents of the New ncmifphcrc hive 
been covered with the Tea. The air and the land 
confirm this truth. 

Thh rivers, which in America arc wider and 
of greater extent } the iinmcnfc forefis to the 
^ouiU ; the fpacious lakes and vaft nmrafles to the 
^’orih} the ahnoft eternal fiiows between the 
tropics ; few of thofc pure fands that Teem to be 
the icmains ot an cxhaulled ground; uouicneu- 

VoL. V. A a tircly 
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by two-thirds, in the old continent than the new jb o o k 
animals of the. fame hind confidcrably larger 
monfters that are become more favage and fierce, 
as the countries have become more inhabited. 

On the other hand, nature feems to have ftrangely 
ncglcfled the New World. The men have Icfs 
llrcngth and Icfs courage ; no beard and no hair; 
they have lefe appearances of manhood ; and are 
but little. lufceptible of the lively and powerful 
fcniimcnt of love, which is the principle of every 
attachment, the fird inllinft, the firft band of fo- 
cicty, without w^ich all other artificial tics have 
neither energy nor duration. The women, who 
arc ftill more weak, atcmcither favourably treated 
by nature nor by the men, who have but little 
love for them, and confider them merely as fub- 
fervient to their will : they rather facrifice them 
to their indolence, than confccratc them to tbe}r 
plcafures. This indolence is the great delight 
and fupreme felicity of the Americans, of which 
the Tfomcn arc the vi£lims, from the continual 
labours impofed upon them. It muft, however, 
be confclTcd, that in America, as in all other 
parts, the men, when they have fcntcnced the 
women to. work, have been fo equitable as tp 
take upon thcinfclvcs the perils of war, together 
)viih the toils of hunting and fifliing. But their 
indifference for the fex, which, nature has in- 
truded with the care of multiplying the fpccics, 
implies an iraperfeftion in their organs,^ a fort of 
date of childhood in the people of America, finu- 
lar to that of the people in our continent, who are 
notyct arrived to the age of puberty. T bis feems 
to be a natural dcfcil prevailing in the contincnc 
of America, which is an indication of il*s being 
a new country. 

Aaz But 
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BOOK But if the Americans be a new people, ar& 
they a race of men originally diftinft from thole 
who cover the face of the Old World'? This is a 
qucllion which ought not to be too haftily de- 
cided. The origin of the population of America 
is involved in inextricable difficulties. If wc af- 
fett that the Greenlanders firft came from Nor- 
way, and then went over to the coafl: of Labra- 
dor j others will tell us, it is more natural to fup- 
pofe that the Greenlanders are fprung from the 
Efquimaux, to whom they bear a greater refem- 
blance than to the Europeans. If we Ihould 
fuppofe that California was peopled from Kamtf- 
chatka, it may be afked, what motive or what 
chance could have led the Tartars to the north- 
weft of America? Yet it is imagined to be 
from Greenland or from Kamtfchatka that the 
inhabitants of the Old World muft have gone 
over to the New, as it is by thofe two countries 
that the two continents arc conncflcd, or at leaft 
approach neareft to one another. Bcfidcs, how 

• can we conceive that in America the torrid zone 

can have been peopled from one of the frozen 
zones ? Population will indeed fpread from North 
to South, but it muft naturally have begun un- 
der the equator, where life is chcriflied by 
warmth. If the people of America could not 
come from our continent, and yet appear to be a 
new race, wc muft ha\e recourfe to the flood, 
which IS the fourcc and the folution of all diffi- 
culties in the hiftory of nations. 

Lei us fuppofe that the fca having overflowed 
the other hcmifphcrc, it’s old inhabitants took 
refuge upon the Apalachian mountains, and ilic 
Cordelcirias, which arc far higher than ourMouiit 
Ararat. But how could they have lived upon 
thofe heights, co%crcd with fnow, and furrounded 
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V/ith waters? How is it poffible, that men, whoBOOK 
had breathed in a pure and delightful climate, 
could have furvived the miferics of want, the in- 
clemency of a tainted atmofphere, and. thole 
numberlefs calamities, which mufl: be the un- 
avoidable confequences of a deluge ? How will 
the race have been preferved and propagated m 
thofe times of general calamity, and in the niue- 
rablc ages that muft have fuccceded ? Notwith- 
Handing all thefe objections, we muft allow that 
Ameiica.has been peopled from thefe w^’etched 
remains of the great dcvaftaiion. Every thing 
exhibits the veftiges of a malady, of which the 
human race ftill feels the effe^s. The rumor 
that world is ftill imprinted on ii*s inhabitants* 

They arc a fpecies of men degraded and degene- 
rated in their natural conftitution, in their ftature, 
in their way of life, and in their undcrftandin^, 
which is but Uitle advanced in all the arts of ci- 
^ili2ation. A damper air, and 
ground, muft nccclfarily have mfected the hrlt 
principles of the fubfiftcncc and increafc ot man- 
kind. It muft have required fomc ages to rcltorc 
population, and ftill a greater number before the 
ground could be fettled and dried, fo as to be ht 
for uUaRc, and for the foundation of buddings. 

The air muft ncccCfarily be purified before the 
fky could clear, and the (ky muft uccclTanly be 
clear before the earth could be rendered habit- 
able. The impcrfcclion therefore of nature in 
America is not fo much a proof of n’s 
origin, as of it’s regeneration. It was probably 
peopled at the fame time as the other hcmtrphcrc, 
but may have been overflowed later, liic large 
fofTd bones that arc found under ground in Ame- 
rica, flicw that It had formerly elephants, rhino- 
ceros. and other enormous quadrupeds, which 
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BOOKha-sc fincc? difappcarcd m tUofc regions. The 
XMi. gQij 2 ind filver mines that are found juft below 
' '''' ' the furfacc of the earth, are figns of a very an* 

dent revolution of the globe, but later than tUofc' 
, that have overturned our hcmifphcrc.* 

SupposL America had, by Tome means or other, 
been repcoplcd by our roving hords, that period 
Would have been lo remote, that it v. ould Hill give 
great antiquity C(j the inhabitants of that hemi- 
fphere. 'llircc or four centuries will not then be 
fufficient to allow for the foundation of the em- 
pire of Mexico and Peru ; for though we find no 
trace in thefe' countries of our arts, or of the opi- 
nions and cuftoms that prevail in other parts of 
the globe, yet we' have found a police and-a fo- 
dety cftablimcd, inventions and prafticcs which, 
though they did not flicw any marks of time? an- 
terior to' the deluge, yet they Implied a long 
feries of ages rubfequent to this cataltrophc. For, 
though in Mexico, as in Egypt, a country furroun- 
ded with waters, mountains, and other invincible 
obftaclcs, muft have forced the men inclofed in it 
to unite after a time, notuithftanding they might 
at firft have deftroyed each other in continual and 
bloody wars ; yet it was only in prccefs of time 
that they. could invent and eftablifh a form of 
worfliip an_d a IcgiDation, which they could not 
poffibly have * borrowed from remote times or 
counwics. It requited a greater number of ages 
to render familidr the finglc art of fpcech, and 
that of writing, though but in hieroglyphics, to 
a w bole nation uncoiinc3cd with any other, and 
which muft itfclF have created both thefc arts, 

. than it would take up days to perfeft a child in 
them. Ages bare not the fame proportion to the 
whole race, as years do to individuals. The 
whole race is to occupy a vaft fieId,>boih as to 
• • Ipacc 
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fpjce snd duration, whilo the 
Ly route utotncuts or 

or rather to ruu over. The Iihcncis 'K c 

ity obfervablc in the features an 

the Americaa nations. plamly.Otctv '“J 

notfo ancient as,lhor= of our «n ment «h,ch 
differ fo much from each other; 

time this circumftancefcems to con , .j. , 

did not proceed from ■ fo'I’K" ^1“ S can 

with.which they have no kind of a. y 

indicate an immediate defeent. to Conparh 

• Wua-rEvaamay.be the cafe 

their origin or their “X?inTetel«rg "'a 

uncertain, vt is perhaps more f ptoplcaoU 

■luire whether thofe untutored nations ..re raort 

lefs happy than our eivthzed people, ^^t us, 

thcreforeVexamine «h=thcr the “nf .m 

man left to mete animal luBina, P , • 

day of his life in hunting, feeding, 

rp«les, and repofmg himfelf. ts better or tvo = 

■ tLn the condition of that wonderful “ 

makes his bed of down, fP'f, S^brnh 

thread of the fdk-worm to 

exchanged the cave, his original “P“"Yn 

and hath varied his indulgences and his -wants m 
a thoufand different ways. ^ 

It is in the nature of man that w c muff look tor 
his means of happinefs. What 
ashappy as he can be? ' ’d cer- 

if he ftould diink of futurity, ^“P" ,“,o 

tainty of enjoying that blcfling. Pt -v’uhin the 

has not been driven into and confine 

trigid zones by civilized foceties. -s not “ 

^aYTlLoc^rrand- will fupp.y;h= 
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BOOK want of fertility in the dead fcafons. The fa^'age 
has no houfc, well fecured from the accefs of the 
'' ^external air, or commodious fire-places ; but his 
lurs anfwcr al! the purpofes of the roof, the gar- 
ment and the ftovc. lie works but for his own 
benefu, fleeps when he ts weary, and is a ftrangee 
to watching and reUIefs nights. War is a matter 
of choice to him. Danger, like labour, is a con- 
dition of his nature, not a profeflion annexed to 
his birth; a national duty, notadomcftic fervi- 
tude. Tlic favage is ferious but not melancholy; 
and his countenance fetdom bears the impreflion 
of thofe paOions and diforders that leave fuch 
fliQcking and fatal marks on our's. He cannot 
feel the want of what he does not defire, nor can 
he defire what lie is ignorant of. Mofl: of the 
comenicnces of life arc remedies for evils he docs 
not feel. Flcafurc Is the mode of fatisfying appe- 
tites which his fenfes nre unacquainted with. He 
leldoin expciienccs any of that wearinefs that arifes 
from unfatisfied dcGres, or that cmpiintfs and un- 
cafinefs of mind that is the offspring of prejudice 
and vanity. In a word, the favage is fubjeft to 
none but natural evils. . 

But what greater liappincfs than this does the. 
civilized man enjoy? His food i;. more whole- 
foine and delicate than that of the favage. He 
has foficr clothes, and a habitation better fecured 
againil the inclemencies of the weather. But the 
common people, who arc to be the fupport and 
bafis of civil focicty, thofe numbers of men who 
in all Hates bear the burden of hard labour, can- 
not be faid to live happy, either in thofe empires 
wlieie the confequenccs of war and the imperfec- 
* uoa qC tUc police have reduced them to a ftate of 
flavery, or in thofe governments where the pro- 
gccls of luxury and police has reduced them to a 

ftate 
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fia'cof t.r\uudc. The mixed governments feemB 0^0 K 
to prefent feme profpefts of happinefs under the ^ 
protcftion of hbcrt> , hut this happmefs is pur- 
chafed b) the moll fanguinary exertions, which 
repel tjranny for a time onl>, that it may falHhc 
hca\ icr upon the devoted muon, fooncr or Tatcr 
doomed to opprclHon. Obferve how Caligula 
and Nero revenged thccxpulfionofthcTarqums, 
and the death of Crefa’*. 

Tv RANNV , we a-c told, IS the w orl«of the peo- 
ple, and not of kings. But it fo, why do the)- 
fulfer It ^ AVh) do they not repel the mcroach- 
ments of dcfpotirm, and while it employs violence 
and artifice to cnllavc all the faculues of men, 
why do they not oppofc it with all ihar powers^ 

But IS it lawful to murmur and complain un- 
der the rod of theopprenbr^ Will it not exafpe- 
ratc and provoke him to purfue the viSirn to 
death? The comp’amis of flavc^ he caH* rebel- 
lion, and they are to be ftified in a dungeon, and 
fomctiincs put an end to on a fcaffold Ihe 
man who fiiould afiert the rights of man would 
pcnfli m ncglcfl and infamy. TyTunny , thcrc- 
iorc, mufl be endured, under the name of au- 
ihoni) . 

Ip lo, lo what outrages is not the civilized 
man c^pofed’ If he be pofTelTcd of any property, 
he knows not how. far he may call it his own, 
when he muft divide the produce between ihc 
courtier who may a tack hii cfta^c, the lawyer 
who mufl be p«id for leaching him bow to pre- 
ferve It, the foldier who may lay it wafle, and 
the coUeftor who comc> to levy unhmttcd taxc». 

If he fiiould hai. c no property, how can he be 
aiTurcdof a permanen fubfiftcnce? What fpe- 
cies of induftry is iceuted agamft the \iciiStudes 
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B o o K of fortune, and the rncroachments of govem- 
ment? • . . ‘ . 

1I51 the forcfts of America, if there be a fcarcity 
in the north, the favages bend their courfe to the 
fouth. The wind or the fun. will drive a wandcr- 
ing.’clan to more temperate climates. But if in 
our civilized ftates, confined within gates, and rc- 
ftrained withm certam lunits, famine, war, or pef* 
tilence ftiould confumc an empire, it is a pnfon 
where, all Cuft espeft to perifliin mife^, or m 
the horrors of llanghtcr. The man who is unfor- 
tunately born there, is compelled to endure all ex- 
tortions, all the {evcriu'es that the inclemency of 
the feafons and the in^uftice of govcmnienc may 
bring upon him. ' 

In our provinces, the vaflal, or free merce- 
nary, digs and ploughs, the whole year round, 
lands that are not his^ own, and the produce of 
which does not belong to him, and he is even 
happy, if Uis labour can procure him a fl\arc of 
the. crops he has fown and reaped. Obferved 
and haralTcd by a hard and refilefs landlord, who 
grudges him even the flraw on which he refis Ins 
weary limbs, the wretch, is daily expofed to dif- 
cafes, which, joined to bis poverty, make hint 
wifli for death, rather than for an cxpcnfuc cure, 
followed by mfirmuics and tod. Whether tenant 
or fubjcfl, he is doubly a flavc ; if he fliould 
pofiefs a few acres, his lord comes and gathers 
upon them what he has nor Town ; if he be worth 
but a yoke of oxen or a pair of horfes, be muft 
employ them in the public fcn.icc; if he IhouJd 
have nothing but his pCTfon, the prince takes hirn 
for a foldicr. Every wherp he meets with mailers, 
and always with opprclHon. > 

In our cities, the workmen and the artiH who 
have no ntanufaflurc of their own arc at the mcr* 

cy 
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cy of gfccJy and idle inaflcrs, who, by the privi- B o o K 
lege ot monopoly, have purcliafcd of government 
a power of making inJvjUry work for nothing, and 
of felling it's labours at a very high price. Iho 
lower clafs have no more than the fight of that 
luxury of which they arc doubly the vidinis, by 
the watchings and fatigues it occafions them, and 
^y the infolencc of the pomp that humiliates and 
pprcfTcs them. 

Evln fuppofing that the dangcrotft labours of 
tur quarries, mines, and forges, vs’iib all the arts 
hat arc performed by fire, and tliat the perils 
vhich navigation and. commerce c.xpofc us^ to,- 
sere' Icfs pernicious than the roving life of the 
avages, who live' upon hunting and- fifltingv 
hppofc that men, who arc ever 'lamenting the 
"orrows and affronts that arife merely from opi* 
nion, arc. Icfs unhappy than. .the favages, • who 
never fhed a tear in the mod excruciating tor- 
tures ; ! there would flill remain a wide difference 
betw’ccn the fate of the civilized man and^ tlie 
wild Indian, a dificrcnce entirely to the difad- 
vantage of focial life. This is the injufticc that 
prevails in the partial diftribution of fortunes and 
ftations j an inequality which is at once the c0ca 
and the- caufc of oppreflion.’ 

■ In- vain docs cuilom, prejudice, ignorance,' and 
hard labour flupify the lower clafs of mankind, fo 
as to render them mfcnfiblc,of their degradation; 
neither religion nor morality can hinder tlicui 
from feeing and feeling the injuflicc of the ar- 
rangements of policy in the diftribution of good 
and evil. How'oftcn''havc»wtf* heard the poor 
man expoftulaiing with heaven, ^and afking what 
he had done, that he Ihould delccvc to be borndn 
an indigent and dependent ftation? Even if great 
confli£ts were infcpatablc-from the. more exalted 

, ftations, , 
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RO O Kftations, which might be fuSicient to balance all 
the advantages and all the fupcrionty that the 
' foetal ftatc claims over the (late of nature, ftill the 
obfeure man, who is unacquainted with thofe 
conflifts, fees nothing in a high rank, but that af- 
fluence which is the caufe of his own poverty. 
He envies the rich man thofe pleafures to which 
he is fo accuhonied, that he has loll all reliQi for 
them. What domcllic can have a real affeftion 
for his mailer, or what is the attachment of a fer- 
vant? Was ever prince truly beloved by his cour- 
tiers, even when he was hated by his fubjefts ? If 
we prefer our condition to that of the favages, it 
is becaufe civil life has made us incapable of bear- 
ing fomc natural hardlhips which the favage is 
more expofed to than we are, and becaufe we are 
attached to Tome indulgences that cullom has 
made ncccflacy to us. Even in the vigour of hfc, 
a civilized man may accuHom himfelf to hvc 
among favages, and return to the Hate of nature. 
We have ah inftance of this in tliat Scotchman 
who was call away on the ifland of Fernandez, 
where he lived alone, and was happy as Toon as 
he was fo taken up with fupplying his wants, as 
to forget his own country, his language, his 
name, and even the articulation of words. After 
four years, he felt hioifclf eafed of the burden 
of fociai life, when he had loll all rcllcdlion or 
thought of the pall, and ail anxiety for the 
future. 

Lastly, the confetournefs of independence be- 
ing one of tjic firll inllinfls m man, he who en- 
joys this primitrve right, with a moral certainty 
of a competent fubliltcncc, is incomparably hap- 
pier than ihc rich man, rcllraincd by laws, 
mailers, prejudices and fafiiions, which incclTant- 
ly remind Intn gf the lofs of Iilh liberty. To 
compare 



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 36$ 

compare the (late of thefavages to that of chU-Boo K 
dren, is to decide at once the queflion that has 
been fo warmly debated by philofophcrs, con- 
cerning the advantages of the Hate ,of nature 
above thofc of focial life. Children, notwith- 
ftanding thc‘ reftraints of education, ^ arc in^ the 
liappleft age of human life. Their habitual 
chccrfulnefs, when they arc not under the fchool- 
madcr’s rod, is the fureft indication of the hap- 
pinefs they feel. After all, a finglc word may 
determine this great qucllion. Let us afl; the ci- 
vilized man whether he be happy : and the favage 
whether he be unhappy. If they both anfwcr in 
the negative, the difpute is at an end. 

Yfi civilized nations, this parallel mufl: certain- 
ly be mortifying to you ! but you cannot too 
ftrongly feel the weight of the calamities under 
which you are oppreded. The more painful this 
fenfation is, the more will it awaken your attention 
to the true caufes of your fuflcrlngs. You may.at 
lead be convinced that they proceed from the 
confulion of your opinions, from the dcfcfls of 
your political conllitutions, and from capricious 
laws, which arc in continual oppofition to the 
laws of nature. 

ArTCR this inquiry into the moral H^ite of the 
Americans, let us return to the natural (late of 
their country. Let us fee what it was before the 
arrival of the Englifli, and what it is become 
under their dominion. 

. The firft Enghflimeu who went over to Ame-Th^^^fl^o 
rica to fettle colonics, found immenfe forefls. the Cng- 
Thc vaft trees that grew up to the clouds, were 
fo furrounded with creeping plants that they America, 
could not be approached. The wild beads made and who: 
thefe woods, dill more inacccfliblc. A few favages 
only were met with, clothed with the Ikms of thofc 
menders. 
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BOoKmonfters. The iiuinan race, thinly Jfcaitcreif, 
XVII. flejj frojn each other,* or purfiledonly^wiih intent 
to deftroy. Tile earth fccmed'ufclefs to man, 
and it*s powers wcfc not exerted fo much for his 
fupporc, as m the breeding of animals, more obe- 
dient to the la\v% of nature.’^* It produced Iponla- 
ncoufly •without alHltance and without direftion; 
it yielded all lt*s bounties with uncontrouled pro- 
fufion for the benefit of all, not for thepleafures 
or conveniences of one fpecies of beings. The 
rivers in one place glided freely through the *fo- 
refts, in another, feattered their unrulflcd waters 
in a wide morafs, from whence ifiuing in various 
ftreams they formed a multitude of iflands, cn- 
compaffed with their channels. Spring was re- 
newed from the decay of autumn. The withered 
leaves rotting at the foot of the trees, fupplicd 
them with frcfii fap to enable them to flioot out 
new bloflbnis. The hollow trunks of trees af- 
forded a retreat to prodigious numbers of birds. 
The fca, daflutig againft the coafts, and indent- 
ing the gulphs, threw up Ihoals ot amphibious 
snonfters; enormous whales, crabs and turtles, 
that fporied uncontrouled on the dcfeit fliores. 
There nature exerted her plallic power, incef- 
fanily •producing the gigantic inhabirants of the 
ocean, and afferting the freedom of the earth and 
the fca. 

But man appeared, and immediately changed 
the face of Norih^ America. He introduced fym- 
Tnetry by the aflillancc of all the inflruments of 
art. The impenetrable woods were inflantly 
cleared, and made room for commodious dwell- 
ings. The wild beads were driven auay, and 
flocks of donicfiic animals fupplicd their place ; 
while thorns and briars made way for ricUharvefts. 
The waters forfook part of tlicir domain, and 

were 
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vctc drained off into the interior parts of the land, ^ 

or into the fea by deep canals. The coails were 
covered with, towns, and the bays with flnps and 
thus the new world, like the old, became fubject 
toman» What powerful engines have raifed that 
wonderful ftrufkurc of European Jnduftry and po- 
licy ? , Let. us refume the confidcraiion of the par- 
ticulars* In the remoteft part ftands a folitary 
fpot, dlftinft from the whole, and which is called 
Hudfon’s Bay 


uQion s my, . . . / , • r 

This ftieight. of about ten degrees m depth, 


iHis urcigut, ai auuu*. ... — j-— , ^ 

formed by the ocean in the diftant and northern 
parts of America. The breadth of the entrance 


iris Ul .iirucrtcu. J. UC W1 V.-mv*. ,,r'«,nKa 

fix leagues, but it is only, to be attempted 


*s ilX leagues, out u »» -..-.-r uitants. 

from the beginning of July to the end of Sep* Trade 
tember, and is even then rather dangerous. This 
danger arifes from mountains or ice, 'fo“® ot 
which are fald to be from 15 to 18 hundred feet 
thick, and which having, been produced by win- 
ters of five or fix years duration in little gulphs , 
conftantly filled with fnow, arc forced out of them 
by notth-weft winds, orbyfomc other extraordi- 
nary caufe.' The bed way of avoiding them is to 
Keep as near as poffiblc to the northern coaiL 
whicli muff ncccffarily be Icfs obllruflcd and molt 
free by the natural dircaion of both winds and 
currents. • „ 

The north-weft wind, which blows almoft con- 
ftantly in winter, and vcry.often in fummer, frc. 
quently raifes violent ftorms within the bay itlelr, 
which is rendered ftiU more dangerous by the 
number of flioals that arc found there. Happily, 
however, fmall groups of iflands are. tnet with ac 
different otftanccsi which arc of a fulHcicnt hcigl^ 
to atibrd a IhtUcr from the ftorm. Bcfidc thefe 
fmall Archipelagoes, there are in many places 
larnc piles of bare rock. Except the Alga Ma- 
® * rina. 
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Krina, the bay produces as few vegetables as the 
other northern feas. 

Throughout all the countries furroundmgthis 
bay, the fun never rifcs or fets without forming a 
great cone of light j this phenomenon is fuc- 
cceded by the Aurora Boreahs, which tinges the 
hemifphcrc with coloured rays of fuch brilliancy, 
that the fpkndoiir of them is not effaced even by 
that of the full moon. Notwiihftanding this 
there is feldom a bright Iky. In fprmg and au- 
tumn, the air is always filled with thick fo^s, and 
in winter, with an Infinite number of fmall icicles- 
Uhough the heats in the fummer be rather confi- 
derablc for fi\ weeks or two months, there is fcl- 
dom any thunder or hglnning, owen, no doubt, 
to the great difperfion of the fulphureous exhala- 
tions, which, nowever, arc fometimcs fet on fire 
by the Aurora Boreahs ^ and this light ilaine con- 
fumes the barks of the trees, but leaves their 
trunks untouched. 

Om£ of the effects of the CMreme cold orfnow 
that prevails in this chmaic, is lhai of turning 
thofe animals white in winter, which are naturally 
brown or grey. Nature has befiowed upon them 
all, foft, long, aiidnhicL furs, the hair of wliicli 
falls off as the weather grows milder. In moll pf 
ihcfc quadrupeds, the feet, ihc tail, the cars, ami 
gene-ally fpcakmg all thofe parts in which the 
circulation is flower, bccaufc they are the molt 
remote from the heart, arc extremely fhort. 
Wherever tlicy happen to be fomcihing longer, 
the) ate proportionably well covered. Under tbu 
gloomy Iky, all liquors become folid by freezing, 
and brenk the vcficls the) arc in. Even fpint of 
wine lofcs It’s fluidity. It is not uncommon to fee 
fragments of large rocks lonkncd and dcnclicd 
from the great mafs, by the force ok the froli. 

M 
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AH thcfc plixnorncna, common enough duringuooic 
the whole winter, are much more terrible at the XVII. 
pew and full moon, which in thefe regions has 
influence upon the weather, the caufes of which 
arc not known, 

iN^ihis frozen zone, iron, lead, copper, mar- 
hle, and a fubflance rcfembling rca«coa),> iiave 
been difeovered. In other refpefts, tlie foil is ex- 
tremely barren. Except the coalb, which arc for 
the mod part marlhy,^ and. produce a little grafs 
mid fonie loft wood ; the reft of the country af- 
fords nothing but very high inofs,,an(la few weak. 

Ihtubs very thinly feattered. 

^ ’rnis deficiency in nature extends itfclf to every 
thing. The human race arc few in number, and 
there are fcarcc any perfons above four feet high. 

Their hcads^bcac the (amo enormous proportion to 
the red of their bodies, as thofe of children do. 

The fniallnefs of their feet makes them awkward 
and tottering in their gait. Small hands and a 
round mouth, which m Europe arc reckoned a 
i^auty, fccin almod a deformity in thefe people, 
becaufc we fee nothing here but the elTcdls of a 
weak organization, and of a cold climate, that 
comrafts and redrains the principles of growth, 
and is fatal to the progrcE of animal as well as of 
vegetable life. All theC men, even the youngeft 
of them,’ though they have neither hair nor^beard, 
have the appcar.incc of being old. This is partly 
occahoned from, the formation of their lower hp, 
which, is thick, flclhy, and ptojeSing bejond the 
upper. Such are^ihc,]rfquvnaux, who iubabic 
not only the coad of Labrador, Irotn whence they 
iiavc taken their name, butlikcwilc all that track 
of country, which extends from the point of BcIIe- 
ifle to the mod northern parts of America. 

VoL. V. , B b , Tjic 
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HOOK The inhabitants of IIudfon'sBay have, likethe 
Grccniandcrs, a flat face, with Ihort but not flat- 
notes, the pupil yellow, and the itis black. 
Tlicir women ha\c marks of deformity peculiar to 
their fex, among others very long and flabby 
breads. Tins deleft, which is not natural, arifes 
from their cudoin of giving fuck to their children 
till they arc five or fix )cars old. As they often 
carry tUcui at their backs, the children pull their 
motner’s breafts forcibly, and almoft fupport 
ihemfelvcs by them. 

It is not true that there arc bords of the Efiiui- 
maux entirely black, as has been fuppofed, and 
then accounted for; nor that they live under 
ground. How Ihoutd they dig into a foil, which 
the cold renders harder thanfionc? How isitpof' 
fible they fliould live in caverns where they would 
be infallibly drowned by the firft melting of the 
fnows? . 

It is, however, certain, that they fpend the 
winter under huts haftily built with flints joined 
together with cements of ice, where they five 
Without any other fire but that of a lamp hung in 
the middle of the filed, for the purpofc of dre^ng 
their game and the fiih they feed upon. The 
heal of their blood, and of their breath, added to 
the vapour arifing from this fmall flame, is fuffi- 
cient to make their huts us hot as fioves. 

Th» Efquimaux dwell confiantly in the neigh- 
bourhood of the fca, which fuppfics them with all 
their provifions. Both their conftitution and com- 
plexion partake of the quality of their aliment. 
The flcfli of the fcal is their food, and the oil of the 
whale is their drink, which produces in them ail 
. an ohvc complexion, a ftrong fmcll of fifii, an 
oily and tenacious fweat, and fometimes a fort of 
fcaly Icprofy. This is, probably, the rcafon why 
1 the 
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ibc mothers ha\c the fame cullom as the bears, d o o h. 
cf hcVing ihtir )oung ones , 

Thesi- people, weak and degraded by naiure,^'"'''"*^ 
arc noiwuhftandmg u oil intrepid upon a fca that 
>s conUaiuly dangerous. In boats made and fowed 
together like fo mau) BoracUios, but at the fame 
time fo well cloftd, that it is unpolTiblc for the 
water to penetrate them, they follow the ftioals of 
herrings through the whole of their polar emigra- 
tions, and attack the whales and fcals at the peril 
of their liNcs One ftrokc of the whaled tail is 
fufHctcnt to drown a hundred of them, and the 
fcal is armed with tCLih to devour thofc he cannot 


drown , but the hunger of the nf<)uimau\is fupe- 
Tior to the rage of thefe monfters. They have an 
inordinate dcfirc for tlic whalers oil, which is ne- 
cclTary to prcfcrvcthc licit m their Ilomachi, and 
defend ihciu from the fes eru) of the cold Indeed, 
whales, men, birda, and all the quadrupeds and 
fiOi of the north are fupplicd by nature with a 
quantity of fat which presents the mufcics from 
freezing, and the blood from coagulating Every 
ihing m thefe arftic regions is either oily or gum- 
my, and c\cn the trees arc refmous 
Ins Efquimaus are, notnithdandmg, fubjcfb 
to two fatal diforders, the fcur\y and the lofb of 
light The continuation of the fnowk on the 
ground, joined to the reverberation of the ra>j> of 
the fun on the icc, dazzle their e)es m fuch a 
manner, that they are almoft conftantly obliged 
to wear {hades made of very thm wood, through 
which fmall apertures for the light arc bored with 
hlh bones Doomed to a fiN month's night, they 
t'cvet fee the fun but obhquclv, and then it feems 
rather to blind them than to gue them liqht 
bight, the moft delightful blefung of nature, is a 
B b e fiial 
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BOOK fatal gift to them, and they are generally deprived 
of it when young. • i ^ 

A STILL more cruel evil, which is the feurvy, 
conlumcs them by flow degrees. It infinuates tt- 
fcU into their blood, changes, thickens and im- 
povcriflics the whole mafs. The fogs of the fea, 
which they infpirc, the denfeand inclaftic air they 
breathe in their huts, which exclude all commu- 
nication with the external air, the continued and 
tedious inaflivky of their long winters, a mode of 
life alternately roving-and fedentary ; in a word, 
every circumrtancc ferves to incrcafe this dread- 
ful illncfs j which in a little time becomes con- 
tagious, and fpreading iifelf throughout their 
habitations, is alfo probably entailed upon their 
poflerity. 

- Notwithstanding thefe inconvcnicncies, the 
Efquimauxis fo pafTionately fond of his country, 
that no inhabitant of the mod favoured fpot under 
heaven quits it with more reluflance than he does 
his fro2cn deferts. One of the rcafons of this may 
be, that he finds it diilicult to breathe in a fofter 
and more temperate climate. The fky of Am- 
Ilcrdara, Copenhagen, and London, thougli con- 
ftanily obfeured by thick and fcetid vapours, is 
too clear for an Efquimaux. Perhaps too, there 
may be fomething in the change of life and man* 
ners flill more unfavourable . to the health of fa- 
vages than the climate. It is not impolTiblc but 
that the delights of an European may be poifon 
to the Efquimaux. , 

Such were the inhabitants of the country dif- 
covered in 1607 by Henry Hudfon.wbo had cm- 
pioyed hiiTiMf ia fcarcbfijg- far aNccch-irc/i psf' 
lage to enter into the South Sea, This intrepid 
and able navigator, in i6i i, was going through, 
for the third time, thefe freights, which were be- 
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fore unknown, when bU bafe and. treacherous book 
crew placed him, with feven of the failors, who , 
were animaied with the fame fpirit, in a very^*''"^ 
flight boat, and left hun, without either arms or 
provifions, expofed to all the dangers both of fea 
and land. ■ The barbarians who refufed him the 
ncccirarics of life, could not, however, rob him 
of the honour of the difeoveryj and the^bay 
which he firft found out will ever be called by his 
name. , ■ • : 

■ Ths miferics of the civil war whiclt followed 
foon after, had, however, made the Engliflr for- 
get this diftant country, whlclt had noihlng^ to at- 
irafk them. A fuccefiion of more quiet times had 
°ot yet induced them to attend to it, when Gro- 
fcUlcts and Radiflbn, two French Canadians, hav- 
ing .met with feme difeontent at home, informed 
theEngliflj, who were encaged ia repairing. the 
Kufehiefs of difeord by trade, of the profits arifing 
from furs,, and of their claim to the counttyr that 
furnittied them. Thofe who propofed this: un- 
dertaking (hewed fo much ability, -that ..they 
^ere intruded with the execution of it ; and the 
firft cftabliflimcnt ' they formed fucccedcd fo well, 
that it furpafled their own hopes as well as their 
promifes. , ' 

Tms'fucccfs alarmed the French .w’ho. were 
afraid, and with rcafon, that mod of the fine furs 
which they got from the northern parts of Ca- 
nada, would be carried ro Hudfon’s Bay. Their 
alarms were confirmed by the unanimous tefti- 
mony of their Cc;/rrurj‘ dr Befr, who; fince 165^, 
iad been four times as far as the borders of the 
flreight. - It would have been an eligible , thing 
to have gone by the fame road to attack the new 
colony i but the diftance being thought loo con- 
fiderable, notwiilidmiding the convenience of the 

rivers, 
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BOO Krlvcrs, U was at length determined that the expe- 
dition Ihould be made by fca. Thd fate of it was 
trufted to GrofcUlcrs and lladiffon, who had been 
cafily prevailed upon to renew their attachment to 
their country. * ' 

These t\%o bold and turbulent men faded from 
Quebec in i6S2,iin two vcdels ill-cquippcd, and 
on their arrival, finding thcnifclvcs not ftroiig 
enough to attack the enemy, they were contented 
with erefling a fort in the neighbourhood of that 
they defigned to ha\c taken. Trom thisr time 
they began a rivallhip between the two compa- 
nies, one fettled at Canada, the other in England, 
for the excluftve trade of the bay, which was con- 
ftantly kept up by the difputcs it occafioncd, nil 
at laft, after each of their fcttlcments had been 
frequently taken and rccotcrcd, all hoflilitics were 
terminated by the treaty of Utrecht, by which the 
whole was ceded to Great Britain. > ' 

Hudson’s Uav, properly 'fpeaking, is only a 
mart for trade. The feventy of the climate 
having deftroyed all the corn fown there at dif- 
ferent times, has fruftrated e\cry hope of agricul- 
turc^ and confcqucnily of population. Through- 
out the whole of this ei.tcnfi\e coaft, there are not 
more than ninety or a hundred foldicrj, or faflors, 
who live in four bad forts, of which York fort is 
the principal. Ihcir bufmefs is to receive the 
furs brought by the neighbouring favages in ex- 
change for jncrcfaandife, of which they have been 
taught the value and ufe, f 

Though tbefe duns' be much more valuable 
than thofc which are found in countries not fo for 
north, yet they are cheaper. ‘ The fav-igesgiic 
ten beaver {kins for a gun, two for a pound ot 
powder, one for four pounds of lead, one fora 
hatchet, one for kniies, two for a pound of 
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glats beads, fi:e for a doth coat, five for a pelli-B o o K 
coat, and one for a pound of fnuff. Combs, 
iooklng-gUiTcs, kettles, and brandy, fell m pro* 
portion. As the beaver U 'the common meafurc 
of exchange, by another regulation as fraudulent 
3S the hrfl, two otter fitins and three martins arc 
required inficad of one beaver. Bdide this op- 
prellion, which is autbonneJ, there is another 
^bich is at lead tolerated, by which the favage's 
arcconfiantly defrauded in the quality, quanuty, 

•and meafurc of what is given them ; and by which 
they lofe about one third of the value. 

?a.0M this regulated fyftcra of itnpofilion it is 
eafy to guefs that the commerce of Hadfon’s Bay 
is a monopoly. The capital of the company that 
. is in poffcllion of it was originally no more than 
241,500 livres*, and has been fucccllivcly in- 
crcaled to 2,380,500+. This capital brings them 
ift an annual return of forty or fifty thoufand ikins 
of beavers or other animals, upon which they 
make fo exorbitant a profit, ti^t it excites the jea- 
loufy and clamours of the nation. Two-thirds of 
. thefe beautiful furs are either confumedin kind in 
the three kingdoms, or made ufe of in the na- 
tional manufaAurcs. The reft are, carried into 
Germany, where the nature of the climate makes 
them a valuable commodity. 

^ But it is neither the acquifition of thefe 
riches, nor the ftill greater eoiolumcats that ^ 

be drawn from ibis trade, if it were made free, trom HuJ- 
which have alone fixed the attention of England 
as well as that of all Duropc upon this trozcnird.M 
continent. Hudfon’s Bay always has been, and 
is ftUi looked upon as the ncarcit road from 
Europe to (he £aft Indies, and to the rtcheft 
parts of Afia. 

Cabot 
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BOOK Cabot was the firft who entertained an idea of 
a Norih-weft pa0age to the South Seas j but his 
''’‘^difcoverics ended at Newfoundland. i\fter him 
followed a muUiiudc of Englilh navigators, many< 
of whom had the glory of giving their nantes to 
favage coafts which no mortal had ever vifited be- 
fore. Thcfe bold and memorable cxpcdiiions 
were more ftriking than really ufcful. t'Thc moft 
fortunate of them did not furnilh a fingle idea re- ' 
laiive to the objeft of purfuit. The IJutcb, Icfs 
frequent in their attempts, and who purfued them 
with lefs ardour, were of coutfc not more fuccefs- 
ful,’ and ’the whole bcg3t\ to be treated as a chi- 
mara, when the difeovery of Hudfon*s Bay re- ' 
kindled all the- hopes that were -nearly extin- 
guilhcd. ^ ^ ^ > 

From this time the attempts were renewed with . 
fre/h ardour. Thofe that had been made before 
in vain by the mothcr-eountry, whofe attention 
was cngfolTed by her own intcllinc commotions, 
were purfued by New England, whofe fituallon 
was more favourable to the enterprife. Still, how- 
ever, forfomc time there were more voyages un- 
dertaken than difcovcries made. The nation was 
a long time kept in fufpenfe by the contradictory 
accounts received from the adventurers. While 
fomc maintained the poflibility, fomc the proba- 
bility, and others alTerted the certainty of the paf- 
fage j the accounts they gavc,inliead of clearing 
up the point, involved it m ftill greater darkncls. 
Indeed, ihcfc accounts arc fo full of obfeuriry and 
confufion, they arc filcnt. upon fo many important 
circumftanccs, and they difplay fuch vifible marks 
of ignorance and want of veracity, that honever 
impatient we maybe of determining the queftion, 
it is impofiiblc to build any thing like a folid 
judgment upon tcllimonlcs fo futpicious* 

length, 
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Ungtli, the famous expcdiuon of 1746 threw fotncB 00 ic 
kind of light upon a point which had remained, . 
enveloped in darknefs for two centuries paft. But 
upon what grounds have the later navigators en- 
tertained better hopes? What arc the experiments 
on which they found their conjefhircs ? 

X.ET us proceed to give an account of their ar- 
guments. There arc three fafls in natural hlf- 
^ory, which henceforward ‘ muft bS taken for 
granted. The fitft is, that the tides come from, 
the ocean, and that they extend more or Icls into 
the other Teas, in proportion as their channels 
coinraunicatc with the great refers oir by larger or 
fnallcr openings; from whence it follows that 
ihis periodical motion either doth not csiil, or is 
fcarcc perceptible in the Mediterranean, in the 
Baltic, and other gulphs of the fame nature. A 
fecond matter of rad ts, that the tides are much 
later and much weaker in places more remote 
from the ocean, than in thofc which are nearer to 
u. The third fad is, that violent winds, which 
blow in a diredion with the tides, make them 
rife above their ordinary boundaries ; and that 
thofe which blow in a contrary direction retard 
their motion, at the fame time that they diminiffi 
their fwcU. 

' From thefe principles it is moft certain, that if 
Hudfon’s Bay were no more than a gulph inclofed 
between two continents, and bad no comrauoica- ‘ 
tion but with the Atlantic, the tides in it would 
be very inconfidcrablc;* they would be weaker in 
proportion as lucy were further removed from the 
fourre, j.w? jr^vCj mifcb .Wr 
they ran in a contrary diredion to the wind. But ^ 

»t isproved by obfervations made with the gre'atcft 
fkiU and prccifion, that the tides arc very high 
throughout the whole bay. It is certain that they ' 

arc 
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B O O K arc higher towards the bottom of the bay than 
XVII. gyen in the Areightilfelf, or at IcaA in the neigh- 
^ bonthood of it. It is proved.that even this height 
incrcafes whenever the wind blows from a corner 
opppfite^to the ftreight; is is, therefore, certain, 
that Hudfon’s Bay has a communication with^tho 
ocean, befide that which has been already found 
.out. , . _ ' y ^ ' 

Those who have endeavoured to explain thefe 
very ftriking fafts, by fuppofing.a communlca- 
t\on of Hudfon*s with Baffin^s Bay, or vyith Davises 
Streights, are evidently in an error. They would 
not Icruple to rejeft this opinion, for which, in- 
deed, there is no real foundation, if they only con- 
fidcred that the tides are .much lower in Davises 
Streights, and in BafSn’s Bay, than in Hudfon’s. 

. But if the tides in Uudfon's Bay can come nei- 
ther from the Atlantic ocean, nor from any other 
northern fea, in which they are conftantly much 
weaker, it follows that they muft have their ori- 
gin in the South Sea. And this is ftill further ap- 
parent from another leading faft, which is, that 
the higheft tides ever obferved upon.thcfc coalls 
arc always occafioncd by the north-weft winds, 
which bioiy dircflly agalnfl the mouth of the 
flrcight. 

Having thus determined, as much as the na- 
ture of the fubjcft will permit, the cxiftence of 
'this pafiage fo long and To vainly wilhed-for, the 
next point is, to find out mwliat part of the bay It 
is to be expefled. From confidcring every cir- 
cumftance, wc arc induced to think that tlic at- 
tempts, which have been hitherto made without 
either choice or method, ought to be direfted to- 
wards Welcome Bay, on the ueftern coaft. 1 irft, 
the bottom of the fea is to be feen there at the 
depth of about eleven fathom, which is an evident 

fign 
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figa that tlic water comes from feme ocean, as fuch B o o ic 
atranfparcncycould not exiftui waters difeharged. 
from rivers, or in melted ihow or rain. Secondly, 
the currents keep this place always free from ice, 
while all the reft of the bay is covered with it ; 
and their violence cannot be accounted for but by 
fuppofirrg them to come from forae weftem fca. 
frailly, the whales, which towards the latter end of 
autumn always’ go in fearcb of the warmeft cli- 
mates, arc found in great abundance in thefe parts 
touards the end of the fummer, which would 
feem to indicate that there is an outlet for them 
from thence to the South Seas, not to the northern 
ocean. 

It is probable that the paflage is very fliort. 

■All the rivers that empty thcmfclvcs on the weft- 
em coaft of Hudfon’s Bay are fmall and flow, 
which feems to prove that ihcydo not come from 
any diftance; and that confcquently the lands 
which feparate the two fcasarc of a fmall estent. 

This argument is ftrengthened by the height and 
regulanty of ihefidcs. Wherever there is noother 
diScrcncc between the times of the ebb and flow, 
but that which is occafioned by the retarded pro- 
greflion of the moon in her return to the meri- 
dian, ic is a certain fign that the ocean from whence 
thofc tides come is very near. If the paflage be 
iliort, and not very far to the north, as cv cry thing 
feems to promife, we may alfo prefume that it is 
not very difHcuIr. The rapidity of the currents 
obfcrvablc m ihcfc latitudes, which prevents any 
flakes of ice from continuing there, cannot but 
• give fomc weight to this conjecture. 

Tae difeovery that ftdl remains to be made is 
nf fo much importance and utility, that It would 
be folly to ncglccl the purfuit of it.- k is con- 
flflent with the mtcrcll, as well as the dignity of 

Great 
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o K Grcafc Britain, that thcfe attempts flionid-be pur- 
fued, cither, till they fuccced; bbtill the impoffibi- 
Uty of f\iceecdli\'g,ftiaU be dcmociftcated. The rc- 
folution which they have taken in 1745, pf pro* 
mifing a confiderable rewardito the^ navigators 
who Ihould fuccced in .this great object, difplays 
their wifdom even in their gencrofity : * but is not 
ftill fuflicient to ’attain the end that Is propofed. 
Ihc miniftry 'of England muft know, that the ef- 
forts of individuals will not fucctcd, till the trade 
of Hudfon*s Bay be entirely laid open. It ought 
to be made free on every account, and particu- 
larly,” bccaufc the term, of the grant given by 
Charles II. has been expired for a long time, and 
hath never been legally piolongcd. The com- 
pany in whofe hands the trade is, llnce the year 
1670, not fatisfied with ncglcfiing the objeft of 
their mftitution, by taking no fleps towards the 
d’lfcovcry' of a North-well pallagc,- have even 
exerted their utmoll elTorts to thwart the defigns 
of thofe v.ho, either from love of glory or from’ 
other motives, have been impelled to this under- 
taking. Nothing can alter that fpirit of iniquity 
which conflitutes the efience of monopoly,'. 1 
. Berhaps, we fliould however confine ourfclves 
Hud- chiefly to th&Northern Teas, in order to difcovcr 
Bay this long-withcd»for paffage, -About two cen- 
^^^^turics ago, a report was fpread that there cxilled 
:cw one fomcwhcrc clfc, which was fomeumes de- 
fenbed under the name of Anian. The Spa- 
niards, v.ho were not yet acquainted with iho 
paffage from Cape Horn to the South Seas, and 
w ho got there only by the Streighu of Magellan, 
which were dreaded on account of the frequent 
fliipwrccks that happened there, cMgcrly laid hold 
of this popular opinion. They fitted -out five 
expeditious, as cxpcnlncas they were ufcicfs; and 

the 
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the refult of ■which was, that, Europe was unde* B O o ic 
ccived with rcfpeft to this fabulous account, j 
which the Spaniards thcmfclves were accufed of 
having propagated, m order to divert other na- 
tions from the defign of fcckiiig apaffage towards 
the North. 

This ftatc of inaflion did not, it is faid, laft 
long.',. The court of Madiid being informed that 
New England was .preparing, in 16 ^ 6 , a nciv 
expedition, to difcovcr a pafiage through the 
Erozen Sea, jikewife ordered one to be fitted out 
at Peru,, in order to mcctth^fc navigators. Ad- 
miral Fuentes, who was intruded with this cx-» 
pediiion, fet out from Callao, with four, fliips, 
towards the middle of the year 1640. He ra- 
pidly overcame all the obfiacles which nature 
oppofed to his operations, and arrived himfelf in 
Hudfon’s Bay, while his lieutenants penetrated 
into Davis*s Streights, and into the fea'of Tar- 
Sary, at the extremity of Afia. After .the difeo. 
very of thefe three pafiages, the fmall fleet very 
happily regained the South Sea, front whence it 
had fet out. It hath been pretended that the 
council in India, had myftcrioufly, concealed the 
• knowledge of this event fromthc nations, and that 
they had fupprclTcd, with the greateft care, all 
the accounts Which might one day revive the 
memory of it. The Spaniards, in their turn, 
affirm, that the expedition of Fucnics, and the 
difeovery, are both equally chimerical j and there 
can be no doubt but that they arc entirely irt the 
right.^ 

It is very pofliblc that the writings recentl/ 
publiihed upon this fubjcfl, have excited - a 
laudable curiofity. The government of Mexico, 
animated with the fame fpiett which begins to 
ftimuUte the mother-country, difpatched, on the 

13th 



38a HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 

EO o li 13th of June J 773 >'a frigate, deftined to recon- 
XVII. noitre jinierica at the higlicft degree of' latitude 
pofEble. The perfons on board this fiiip per- 
ceived the coaft at 40, 49, and even at- 55 de- 
grees 43 minutes; precifely at the fame place 
where Captain Tichivikow > had difcovercd it 
‘ upon his firft expedition from Kamtfebatka. The 
Ihip entered into the port of Saint Bias, to take 
in frcfli provifions, and then recommenced it*s 
cruifes.- It can fcarce be doubted, but that the 
defire of gaining information with refpccl to the 
Notth-vreft Paffage, was the principal defign of 
all thefe labours. ' 

j Aiter. fo many fruitlcfs attempts, if fomc na- 
vigator fliould appear, whofc flrong mind rifes 
fuperior to every fenfe of danger ; who fears not 
to encounter the greateft and moft various Iiard- 
Ihips, and whofe patience cannot be exhaufled 
by the duration of them : if fuch a one ihould be 
animated with the fenfe of glory,' the only prin- 
ciple which makes men regardlefs of Ide, and 
excites cbcin to great undertakings i if he Ihould 
'he a wcU-infotmed man, fo as to undccfland what 
he fees, and a man of veracity, fo as relate no- 
thing but v^hat he hath feen; h'ls rcfcarchcswill, 
perhaps, be crowned with better fuccefs, , 

-This extraordinary man hath appeared in the 
perfon of Captain Cook : that navigator, who is 
£6 much beyond all his competitors, is gone for 
Olaheite. From thence he is to proceed to the 
North of California, there to feck for the North- 
weft paflage. He will have, for the purpofc of 
cffc&ing this difeovery, many advantages denied 
to thofc navigators who have gone by the way of 
Hudfoa’s Bay, or of the neighbouring latitudes. 
If this celebrated paflage fliould ftill remain con- 
cealed, though it be fought for with all his refo- 

lution 
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lution andlklll, it muft be concluded, either 0^,0 K 
it doth not cxift, or that it is not giv cn to man to 
difcQver it. 

But how inconceivable is the vicillitude of nil 
human affairs ; how perpetual the fway of def* 
liny, which thwarts or favours, retards or ac- 
celerates, Hops or fufpends our enterprifes. 

Cook, whom nature had endowed with the ge- 
nius and intrepidity ncccffary for extraordinary 
aflions 5 whom a generous and enlightened na- 
tion had provided with all the means that can 
infure fuccefs 5 whofe flup> n young monarch, 
convinced undoubtedly that virtue attends upon 
the progrefs of knowledge, had given orders to 
Tcfpcft, and toaffiff during the courfc of hofti- 
hiies, as in time of full peace ^ Cook, who had 
failed over an immenfe extent of fpace, and 
vvhofe labours were now drawing near to an end, 
lofcs his life by the bands of a mage. The man 
whofe remains ftiould have been dcpofited by the 
fide of kings, is buried at the foot of a tree, in 
an ifland almoft unknown. 

Should his fucceffot Captain Clcrke, who 
purfucs his projefis, at length difcovcr this paf- 
fage, which hath been fo obftinatcly fought tor, 
and fhould it prove cafy to fail through it, the 
connexions between Europe and the Eaft and 
Weft Indies will become more animated, more 
conftant, and more confidcrablc. Both^ the 
Streights of Magellan and Cape Horn wM be 
entirely * dcfericd, and the Cape of Good Hope 
much Icfii frequented. rr « « j 

These revolutions, which may affect Hud- 
fon*s Bay in fo palpable a manner, will jicvcr 
change the deftiny of Canada, conquered from 
France in 1760. 
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BOOK This colony vas divided, during ihe fpace of 
XVll. four years' into three military govcrnmcnti.. 
Civil and criminal caufcs were tried Quebec 
Gmada and at Trois Rivicrcs, by the ofiicers of the army; 
hathbUn Montreal, thefc nice and important 

uJdertS lunaions were inirufled to the citizens. They 
dominion ^yerc both equally ignorant of the laws : and.the 
commandant of each dillrift, to whom an ap- 
peal lay from their fentcnces, was not better in- 
formed. , , ' . . 

A Ntw fyftcmuas cftabliflied in the year 1764. 
Canada was difmeinbcrcd of the coaft of Labra- 
dor,, which was united to Newfoundland j of Lake 
Champlain, and of all the fpace to the fouth of 
the forty-fifth degree of latitude, whicli was ad: 
dedto New York; and of the immenfe territory 
to the weft of Fort Colette, and of the Lake Nif? 
fiping, whlchwasputundcrno government. The 
Temaindcr, under thc^ title oi ibc Province of 
Quebec, was fubjcA to one governor. ' 

At the fame period, the colony was put under 
theTaws of the Admiralty of, England » ,hut this 
innovation was hardly perceived, b.ccaufc it fcarcc 
intcrefted any but the. conquerors, who were in 
pofTeiTion of all the maritime trade. 

, GRUATca attention, was paid to the eftablilh- 
ment of the code of criminal laws adopted in 
England. This was one oL the moft valuable 
prefents Canada could polTibly receive. . , , 

, Bcfore that lime, a culprit, whctlicr guilty 
or only fufpcflcd, was immediately feized, thrown 
into prifon, and queftioned, without being made 
acquainted cither with his crime or with his ac- 
cufer, and without being allowed tiie liberty of 
feeing, either his relations or friendi, or of .np- 
plying to council. He was made .to Iwcar, that 
he would tell the truth, that Is' to fay, accufc 
himfclfi 



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 3S3 

blcnrclf; and to .complete thefe abfucditics, 
teftimony was difregarded. . 

Attempts were then made to embarrafs him 
-with captious queftionsj which an impudent and 
guilty perfon could more readily anfwcr, than an 
innocent man in confufion. One might have 
laid, that the funilion of a judge was nothing 
more than the lubtlc art of finding^ out culprits. 

The prifoncr was not confronted with thofc who 
depofed againft him, till the inftant before the 
judge pronounced cither his releafe, or a delay 
ot pafling fcntencc, for the purpofe of obtaining 
more ample inforniatiou, or the puniflimcnt of 
torture or death.. In cafe of releafe, the inno- 
cent man obtained no indemnity} while, on the 
other hand, the fentcncc of death was always 
followed by confifeation t for fuch, in abridgment, 
is the mode of criminal procefs in France. The 
Canadians foon underftood, and fcnfibly felt the 
value of a legiflalion, which removed all thefe 
evils. ^ ^ ^ 

The civil code of Great Britain did not give 
equal fatisfaftion. It’s ftatotes were complicated, 
obfeure, and numerous ; they were written in a 
language which was not then familiar to the con* 
quered people. Independent of thefe confidcra- 
tions, the Canadians had lived one hundred and 
fifty ^cars under another kind of adminiftration, 
which they were attached to by birth, by educa- 
tion, by cuftom, and, perhaps alfo, by a kind of 
national pride. They could not therefore but 
experience great uncafmefs at feeing a changq iq 
the rule of their duties, and in the bafis of their 
property. If dtfeontent was not earned fo far as 
to ditlurb public tranquillity, it was becaufc the 
inhabitants of this region had not jet loft that 
fpiru of blmd obedience which had fo long di- 

V9L. V. Cc rcaed 
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B o a Krcftcd all ihcir affions : it is bccaufi: the admi- 
XVII. niftratori and magiUratcs who Iiad been given to 
^tbcin, were contlandy deviating from ihcir in- 
iliu£lioiu, in order to come as near as polTible' 
to the‘ cudoms and maxims which they found 
edablin^ed. 

. Tiid parliament was aware tliat this arrange-^ 
ment could not be lading. They" fettled, tliat,' 
on the firft of May 1775, Canada fliould recover 
U*sfirft limits: that it fhould be governed by it's 
former jurifprudcucc, and by the criminal and. 
maritime laws of England : that the free cxcrcifc' 
of the Catholic religion Ihould be allowed ; and 
that this kind of worflnp Hiould never be an ob*^ 
flacle to any of the rights of the citizen : that 
•ccclcfiaflical tithes, and the feudal obligations, 
whicli had been fo fortunately difufed fince iho 
time of the conqueft, fliould recover their former 
iuiluence. A council, appointed by the king, 
might annul thefe arrangements, and cxcrcilc 
every kind of power, except that of levying taxes. 
Tina council was to confill of twenty-three per- 
fans, promifeuoufly chofen from among the two 
nations, and fubjefted only to take an oath of 
aUegiancc. 

''This^ ariftocracy, which was very variable, 
and entirely of a new cad, w as generally diflikcd. 
The ancient fubjefU of Great Britain lately fet- 
tled in this new poircflion, were exceedingly dif- 
fatisficd at having part of their rights taken from, 
them. The Canadians, who began to know the 
value of liberty, and who had been flattered with 
the hopes of being under the EngliQi government, 
iound thcmfcivcs, with grief, deceived in their 
cxiieftations. It is probable that the court of 
London itfelf had not a more favourable opinion 
of this lucafurc. This kind. of ^rangement had 
' been 
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been fuggcllcd to the government, by the difcon-B O o iC 
tent which was already known to prevail in niolt ^ ^ ^ » 
of their provinces of the New World It may 
be prefutned that they will rctraft when circuin- 
ftanecs and policy will admit of it 
But yet what became of Canada during the 
courfc of thofe too rapid revolutions that have 
happened in the government^ J 

^ It’s population, which the events of war had 
fcvcrcly dccrcafcd, hath atifen to one hundred 
and thirty thoufand fouls, in the fpacc of fixtecn 
years The province hath not bci^n indebted to 
ncvvcolonifts for this incrcafc riierc has fcarce 
arrived a fuffictent number of Enghflimcn, to re- 
place one thoufand or twelve hundred Trench- 
men who had quitted it at the conqueft Ehi? 
fortunate ’event hath alone been produced by 
peace, by cafv circumflances, and by a muItipU- 
cation of ufcful hbours r j * 

The firft years of tranquillity have ftrved to^ 
extricate tlic colony from that kind of chaos into 
which It had been plunged by a deflruftivc and 
unfortunate war Tlicfc events have foon been 
fuccccded by improvements 

Stockings, lace, coarfc linens, and common* 

Huffs, had for u long time been manufaftured at 
Canada Tbefc manufa^urcs have been extend- 
ed but not improved The two latter tnuft re* 
roam in this ftatcof degradation, till they are 
taken out of the hands of women, who are alone 
employed m them, as well as m others more 
fuitablcto their fex , n 1 

The beaver and fur trade hath not diminuhcu, 
as It was apprehended It hath even rather in- 
creafed, becaufc the Canadians, more aftivcthan 
their neighbours, and better Ikilled m treating 
with the ravages, have fuccccded m rcftraming 
^ Cca the 
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B o o Ktlic intcrcourfc between Iludfon’s Bay and New 
BefTdeSj the value of the furs is dou- 
m Europe, while the price of the articles 
■which are given in exchange is a little en- 
hanced. , . ' 

THoUQii^thc fcas in the neighbourhood of 
Canada abound in fifli) the Canadians have feU 
dotn frequented them. The natural obflaclcs 
which render them averfe from navigauon, alfo 
difguft them of hflitng. The cod filhcry, how- 
ever,, formerly attempted at Gafpc and ,at Mont, 
Louis j that of the fahnon and of the fcal, efta-' 
blifhed upon the coall of Labrador, have made 
feme progrefs, fince the conqueil. .The whale 
filhcry hath even been attempted, but riot with 
fulHcient fuccefs to be continued. It will undoubt- 
edly be revived, wben an increafe of failors, and 
of knowledge, and perhaps when gratuities, pro- 
perly beftowed, (hall have levelled every diffi-, 

The cattle have incrcafcd, and yet thejrc is no, 
meat failed, except for the internal confumptioni 
and for the exterior navigation of the colony.* 
Some of thefc fait provifions will foon be fent to 
the Weft Indies, in the fame manner as horfes 
now arc ; which, though fmall, arc indcfaiiga* 
ble. >1 ^ . ■ . • . 

- iThc culture of flax, hemp, and tobacco, hath, 
vifibly incrcafcd. That of corn bath particularly^ 
engaged the attention of, the,, colony. ^ In^iyyo, 
it began to furnifii flour to the Weft Indies,’ and 
feeds to Iiaiy, to Portugal, to Spain, and even to 
England ; and this exportation incrcafcs conti- 
nually. 

' In 1769,' the produSions fold to foreigners 
amounted to 4,077,60a livres 7 fols 8 dehiers *. 

. * Abgat iS9,99ol, a;. 4d, , 

• a * "They 
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They were carried off by about feventy veffels B o o K 
from Old, or New England; fcvcral of which, — ^ 
came with their ballaft. only. The others 
brought to the colony, rum, molafles, conce, 
and fugar, from the Weft Indies ; fait, oil, wine, 
and brandy, from Spain, Italy, and Portugal ; 
and fluffs, linens, and houfchold furniture rrom 
the mothcr-country. Canada i§ properly in 
poffcfSon of no other fliips except thofc which 
arc neceffary for the internal confumption; a 
dozen of fmall veffels, which arc employed m the 
fcal fifheryj and five or fix, which are felt to the 
Antilles. The conftfudlion of veffels,^ far “Orti 
having been more frequent, hath diminilhed fince 
the conqueft j and it is to the dearnefs of labour, 
ih which more hands arc employed, that this 
change, which it was not natural to expect, mult 
be attributed. * . . j .vl 

This inconvenience hath not jircventcd the 
colony from becoming richer than -it was under 
another dominion. It’s debts have been entirely 
paid, fincc the year 1772, and it bath no paper 
currency. It’S fpccic incrcafcs daily, both by the 
multiplication of it’s commodities, and by the 
cxpcnccs of government. Bcfidcs what Great 
Britain hath expended 'for the troops, the civil 
adminiflration of Canada cofts the country an- 
nually 625,000 livres *, while it receives only 
225,000 hvresi from the duties which it hath 
impofed, in 1765, J77®» *773* on the wines, 

brandy, rum, molafles, glaft, and colours.^ , * r *1 
Tnc extent of Canada, the fertility of it s foil, 
the falubriiyof it’s climate, fliould feem ^ 

vitcit to a great degree of profperity ; but 
impeded by powerful obftacics. This region ha 
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HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE ' 

BOO Konly one twer for U*s exports and imports, and 
xvu. even this is blocked op by ice, fo as not to be 
''^navigable during fix months; while heavy fogs 
render the navigation of it flow and evident 
throughout the reft of the year, lienee it will 
happen, that the other northern colonics which 
have the fame produAlons as this colony, and 
have not fimilar obftacks to furmount, will ab 
ways have a decided advantage over it, for the 
large fiflicrics, and for the navigation to the Weft 
Indies and toEurope. In this refpefi the iiland of 
St- John is mote fortunately circumdanccd. 

\vbit is - When thcEnghlli took polTcinon of the ifland 
^'uundf John, Htuated on the Gulph of St. Law- 
ofStjoho, rente, they had the bad policy to expel from 
thence more than three ihoufand Frenchmen, 
oTca^ "who had lately formed fetllcments there. -No 
Breton, fooncr had the property of the ifiand been infured 
hj^rbeta w the conqueror by, treaties, than the Earl of 
fubjeate Egmoot was deftrous of becoming mailer of it* 
«vem-^ He cngaccd to furnifli twelve hundred armed 
men for the defence of the colony, provided 'he 
were permitted to cede, on the fame conditions, 
and m mefne fee, fonic confidcrablc portions ot 
his territory. Thefe offers were agreeable to 
the court of London, but by a law which was 
madc^at the memorable period of the redoration 
of Charles H. the granting of the domains of the 
crown upon the (lipu)atton of a military fervlcc, 
or pf ‘ a feudal homage, had been forbidden. 
The lawyers determined, that this ftatute affect- 
ed the New, » as well as the Old World, and 
this decifion fuggefled other ideas to govern- 
ment. ‘ . 

. The long and cruel florm by which the globe 

had been agitated was appeafed, Motl ot the 
officers who bad fealed the triumphs of England 

•with 
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with their blood, were unemploj cd and withoutBO^OK 
fubfiftence. It was imagined to divide the 
of St. John among them, upon condition that 
afi?r ten years of free enjoyment, they^ ihou 
annually pay to the treafury, as they do in molt 
of the provinces of the continent of America, a 
lUrcs lofolsydenicrsandabalf * for every hun* 

dred acres they fliould poflefs. ^ 

new proprietors intended to fettle in ihcfc dmauc 
regions ; very few of them were able to fuf 
fums necclTary for clearing a portion of land oj 
any extent. Moftof them ceded tbcir rights, ior 
a greater or Icis time, and for a rent more or c 
moderate, to fomc Irlflimcn, and cfpecially o 
foinc Scotch Highlanders. The number of co- 
lomft^ doth not yet amount to twelve hundred ^ 

■who arc employed in the cod fifticry, and m cul- 
tures of different kinds. They no mter^ 
courfe with Europe, but trade only with Quebec 
and with Halifax*. , , 

Till 177J, St. John depended upon Nova 
Scotia. At this period it formed a feparate ftati% 

It obtained a gnvernor. a council, un allcrably, a 
cuftom-houfe, and an admiral^. Port la Jnic, 
which is now called Charlotte Town, is the capi- 
tal of the colony. . . r ^ 

An ifland of fo foall an extent fcarcc ap- 
peared worthy of the importance it acquire y 
laiouis which we cannot account for. In orner 
to give a kind of reality to this .feitlcnicnt, the 
ittands of Magdalen, inhabited b; a lew pa"™* 
employed in the cod hflicry, and in aiding 
cows, were annexed toil, aawasMfo Capcl 3 r<> 
ion, which was formerly famous, but which hath 
loa it-s importance by U’« change of goicrnmcnt. 

• a* 
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JB O o Konly one river for U*s exports and imports, and 
X'vii. even this is blocked op by ice, fo as not to be 
'navigable during fix months ; while heavy fogs 
render the navigation of it flow and evident 
throughout the reft of the year. Hence it will 
happen, that the other northern colonies which 
have the fame produdions as this colony, and 
have not fimilar obdacles to furmount, will aU 
ways have a decided advantage over it, foe the 
large fiCheries, and foe the navigation to the Weft 
Indies and toEuropc. In this refpe£l the ifland of 
St. John is more fortunately circumftanced. 

Whit - "WHEiii thcEnghih took pofleffion of (he ifland 
^^fhnds John, fttuated on the Gulph of St. Law- 

ofSt Johfl.rcncc, they had -the bad policy to expel from 
thence inoTC than three thoufand Frenchmen* 
of Cape 'vho had lately formed fetilements thercr 'No 
^eion, fooner bad the property of the ifland been infured 
£5* bewi tbe conqueror by treaties, than the Earl of 
fubjeftto Egmont was deftrous of becoming maftcr of if* 
Sve/n^ He engaged to furnilh twelve hundred armed 
meat? men for the defence of the colony, provided \bc 
were permitted to cede, on the fame conditions, 
and in mefne fee, fomc confidcrablc portions of 
his territory. Thefe o&rs were agreeable to 
the court of London, but by a law which was 
made at the memorable period of the reftoration 
of Charles H. the granting of 'the- domains of the 
crown upon the ftipulation of a military fcrvice, 
or of a feudal homage, had been forbidden. 
The lawyers detetroraed, that this ftatuic aficS- 
ed the New, , as well as the Old World, and 
this dcciflon fuggefted other ideas to. govern- 
menu ‘ . . ■ 

I The long and cruel Ilorm bynhich the globe 
had been agitated was appeafed. Moll of the 
ofiicers who bad (ealed the triumphs of England 

with 
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with their blood, were unemplojxd and withoutB 0^0 K 
fubfiftencc. It was imagined to divide the 0!i,__^ 
of St. John among them, upon condition tliat 
after ten years of free enjoyment, they mou 
annually pay to the treafuty, as they do in mo 
of the provinces of the continent of America, a 
livres 1 o fols 7 dcniers and a half ‘ for every liun- 
dred acres they lliould polfefs. Very “f 'hef? 
new proprietors intended to fettle in tbcfc dmanc 
regions ; very few of them were able to mmilh the 
fums neceflary for clearing a portjon or Ian o 
any extent. Moll of them ceded tbeir rights, for 
a greater or Icfs time, and for a rent mo/c orJci® ^ 
moderate, to fomc IrKhmen, and erpccially to 
fpmc Scotch Highlanders. The number ot co- 
ionifts doth not vet amount to twelve hundred j 
who arc employed In the cod fUhery, and m cul- 
tures of dhferent kinds. They have 
courfc with Europe, but trade only with Quebec 
and with Halifax. * - -kt « 

Till 177a, St. John depended upon Nov^ 

Scotia. At this period it formed a feparate ftatc. 

It obtained a governor, a council, an alTcmbly, a 
cuftom-houferand an admiralty. Port la Joic, 
which is now called Charlotte Town, is the capi- 
tal of the colony. . 

An iQand of fo fmall an extent fcarcc ap- 
peared worthy of the importance it acquire y 
lasours which wc cannot account for. in oruer 
to give u kind of reality to this fcitlemcot, the 
iflands of Magdalen, inhabited by a lew perfons 
cniploved in the end filhcry, and in atdiing Ica- 
eovrs, were annexed to it , aa was alfo CajK lire- 
ton, which was formerly famous, but which hath 
lod it’s imporiancc by it’s change of got ernment. 


» AbetU a*, id. CJthtCB. 
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BOO Kl-ouilbourg, the terror of Englifli America not 
^ XV II. twenty years ago, is now no more than a heap or 
ruins. The four thoufand Frenchmen who had 
been dlfpcrfcd after the conqueft, by an unjuft 
and iU-judged mtftruft, have only been replaced 
by five or fix hundred men, who arc more engaged 
in fmugglmg than in fifiting. Even the coal- 
mines have no' longer been attended to. 

These mines arc very abundant at Cape Bic- 
ton, arc cafiiy worked, and arc m fomc meafurc 
Incxbauftiblc. Under the former ■ poficfibrs a 
great confufion prevailed in them, which the new 
government have wiflicd to prevent, by referving 
3 ic property to themfclvcs, in order to cede it 
only to ihofc who Ihould have fufficient means to 
render it ufcful. Thofc who wiil‘ engage in this 
undertaking, with the funds requifite,' will find 
an advantageous mart in aU^tbeweftern iflands 
of-' America, and even upon the coaflS) and in 
the ports of the northern continent, where the 
dearnefs of wood is already experienced, and " 
where it -wiU be ftiU more fcnfibly felt every day. 
This fpecies of indullry would form a trade to 
the colony, which would be ever inercafing » 
and it would even extend it’s fiflieries, but not to 
that degree as ever to render them equal to thofc 
of Newfoundland. - 

BefttV 'This ifland, fituated between 46 and 52 dc- 
the’iiknd of north latitude, is Icparatcd from the 

coaft of Labrador only by a channel of moderate 
foupdiind. breadth, known by the name of Bcllcifle Streights. 
It IS of a triangular form, and (braething more 
than three hundred leagues m circumference. We’ 
can only fpcak. by conjefturc of the inland parts 
of it on account of the difficulty of penetrating 
far into «, and the apparent inutility of fuccccd- 
ing in the attempt. The little tltat is known of 
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it, is,' that it is full of very ftcep rocks, mountainiU o p ic 
covered with 'bad wood, and feme very narrow ^ 
and fandy vallcj's. Thefc inacccfliblc places arc 
flocked with deer, which multiply with the greater 
cafe; on account of the fecurity of their fituaiion. 
Nojavages have ever been fecn there except fomc 
Efquimaux, who conn; over from the continent 
in the hunting feafon. The coaft abounds with 
creeks, roads, and harbours ; is fometimes co- 
vered with mofs, but more commonly with.fmall 
pebbles, which I'cem as if they had been placed 
there by defign, lor the purjiofc of drying the fifli 
caught in the neighbourhood. In all the open 
places, where the flat Hones rcfleil tlie fun’s rays, 

^he heat is cxcctGve. The reft of the counlry-is 
entirely' coldjTefs fo, however, from ’ it’s- fitua- 
fion, than from the heights, the forces, the 
'winds, and above all the vaft. mountains of ice 
'vhich conjc out of the Northern fear, andfix on 
thefc coafts. The Iky towards the northern and 
v^edern parts is conftanily fcrcnc, but is much 
Icfs fo towards the call and fomh, both of thefc 
points being too near the great bank, which is 
enveloped in a perpetual fog. 

Newfoundland was difcovcrcd in 1497, byAtwhil 
John Cabot, a Venetian; but this difeovery was 
not purfued. At the return of this great naviga- wfm mwt- 
tor, England, was too-much taken, up with it’s 
difputcs with Scotland, to give any ferious- atten- andFrench 
tion to fuch diHant inicrefts. f«- 

. Thirty' years afterwards, Henry %Tir. ' 
two fliips to take a more particular furvey of theiMd. 
ifland, which had as yet been only perceived. 

One of thefe ihips was Joft upon thofc favage 
coa(ls,-and the other relumed to England with- 
out having acquired any information. - 

• • • Another- 
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book’ Another voyage, undertaken ia iS 3 ^» 

XVII. more fucccfsful. The adventurers, who had’un- 
^ dertaken h with the afliftance of government, in- 
formed their country, that a great quantity of cod- 
fiflx might be caught at Newfoundland. Ihisjn- 
forroation was not entirely ufelcfs : and foon after, r 
fame fmall vcffcls were fent from England in the 
fprmg, which returned in autumn with their 
whole freight of fifli, both fait and dried. 

At firft, the territory ^ which ' was requifiteto 
prepare the cod-filh belonged to ihe^firlt pcifon 
who feized upon it. This cuhoin proved a perpe- 
tual fource ofidifcord. Sir Thomas Hamplhire, 
who was fent by Queen Elizabeth in 158a into 
. thefc latitudes, with five fiiips, was authorized 
to fecurc to every fiflicrman the property of that 
portion of the coaR which he'chofe. 

This new arrangement multiplied the expe- 
dittona to iNewfoundland to fuch a degree, that 
in 1615'two hundred and fifty EngUlh vcffcls 
were feen upon thofecoafts, the lading of which 
amounted in all to (ifieen thoufand tons. All 
thefe vefieU had failed from Europe. It was not 
‘'till feme years after that fixed habitations were 
formed there, which gradually occupied, on the 
' cafiern coafi, the fpacc that extends from Con- 
ception Bay to Cape Has. Thofe who were con- > 
cerned in the^ filhcry being forced, both from the 
nature of their employment and that of the fod, 
to live at a dtllancc from each other, opened 
paths of. communication through the woods. 
Tltcir . general rendezvous was at St. John’s, 
where, m an excellent harbour, formed between 
two mountains at a. xcry fmall diftancc from each 
other, they met with prisatcers from the mother- 
country, who fupplied them w uh every ncccffary 
. article, 
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attide, in exchange for the produce of their 0^0 11 
fiOicry. , C— 

The French had turned their views toi^rdt 
Newfoundland, before this profperity of the Eng- 
lilh 'trade. ' -They pretend even that they have 
frequented the coafts of this ifland hnee the be- 
ginning of the fixteenth century. This period 
may be too remote ; but it is certain that they 
frequented them before the year 1634* when they 
obtained, according to the account of their rivals, 
from Charles I. the liberty of fiflung in thefe la- 
titudes, on the condition of paying him a duty or 
five per cent. But this tribute, which was equally 
burthenfome and humiliating, was fooii after 

. However this faa may be, the truth of which 
is not afeertained by any record, it is proved, 
that towards the middle of the fcvcntcenih cen- 
tury, the Trench went annually to Newfound- 
land. They did not, it is true, fifii on the welt- 
cm coaft of the ifland, though, as it made part 
of the Gulph of St. Lawrence, it was undcrilood 
to belong to them, but they frequented in 
numbers the norlhcm part, which they had cal- 
led Le F<Ut Nord. Some of them had even 
fixed upon the foulbern part, where they had 
formed a kind of town upon the Bay of Placentia, 
which united all the conveniences that could be 
^vilhcd for to obtain a fuccefsful fiflicry. u 

Among all the fcttlcments with which the Eu- 
ropeans have covered the New 
none of the nature of that of Newfoundland, inc 
others have generally been the deflru&ion ot the 
firfl colonifts they have received, and of a great 
number of their fuccefibrs ; this climate, of ulclt, 
hath not deHrojcd one fmglc petfon ; it hath even 
rtflored ftrength to fomc of thofewhofe health had 
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BO OK. been afTcftcd'by Icfs wholcfome climates. Tlie 
X'H' otlicr colonics have exhibited a feries of injadicc^ 
"'''’“^oppreflion, and carnage, \vhich will for ever be 
holdcn in deteflation'. Newfoundland alone hath 
not olTcnded againft humanity,"hor injured the 
rights of any people. The other fcttlctncnis have 
yielded produftions, only by receiving an equal 
value in exchange. 'Newfoundland alone hath 
drawn from the depths of the waters, riches 
formed by nature alone, and which furniflr Tub- 
fiftence to fcvcral countries of both hcinirphcrcs. ' 
* HoW much time hath clapfed before this pa- 
rallel hath been made! Of what importance did 
filh appear, when compared to the money which 
men went in fcarch of in the New World ? It 
was long before it was underftpod, if even it be 
yet undcfftood, that the rcprcfcntaiion of the 
thing is not of greater \aluc than the thing it- 
felf; and that a flup filled with cod, and a gal- 
leon, arc vefleU equally laden wUh gold. There 
is even this remarkable dilTcrencc, the mines can 
be exhauded, and that the fillicrics never arc. 
Gold is not reproduced, but the filli arc fo in- 
ccflantly. , 

, The wcahh of'ihe fiflicrics of Newfoundland 
had made fuch a fmaU iinprcnion upon the court 
of Vcrfaillcs in particular, that they had not cren 
thought of thofe latitudes before 1660; and that 
even then, they took no further notice of it, 
than to dedroy the good which had been done 
there by their fubjeits, without tlicir fancllon. 
They gave up the nropcity of Placentia Bay to a 
private man named Garget; but this rapacious 
man was driven away by the fidicrmcu, whom 
he had been allowed to fpoil. The minillry did 
not j^erdft in fupjvorting the Injudicc of ulilch 
they hid been guilty; and ncvcrtUcUft theop- 

preiHoa 
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pTcfllon of the colony , was not diniinifhed. ThcBO O K. 
labonous men, whom neccIEiy had united upoii ^ _^_~ ^ 
this barren and favage land, being now drawn 
out of that fortunate oblivion in which they had 
remained, were pcrfecutcd without intermiflion 
by the commanders who fuccccdcd each other in 
a fort which had been conftrufted. This tyranny, 
by which the colonifts were prevented from ac- 
quiring that degree of competency that was ne-’ 
ceflary to enable them to purfuc tlieir labour? 

^'ilh fuccefs, muft alfo hinder them from in- 
creafing their numbers. The French fifliery, 
therefore, could never profper fo wclb as that of 
the EnghQi. 

’I^OTWITUSTANDINO tlus, Gfcat Britain, at the 
■ treaty of Utrecht, did not forget that her entcr- 
prifing neighbours, fupported by the Canadians, 
accullomca to fuddeu attacks, and to the fatigues, 
of the chace, had fcvcral times, during the twa 
laft wars, earned devaftation into her fettle- 
tnents. This was fufficicnt to induce her to de- 
mand the entire pofTcirion of the ifland } and 
France, exhaufted by her misfortunes, refoUed to 
make this facrificc; not, however, without re- 
ftrving to ihcmfcUcs not only the right of fifliing 
on one part of the ifland, but alfo on the Great 
Bank, which was confidcred as belonging to it. 

The filh for which thefe latitudes are fo famous 
is the cod. The length of this fifli docs not 
cccd three feet, and is often Icfs ; but the fca docs 
not produce any with mouths as large m propor-^'J^ji*,^ 
tion to their Cue, or wlm are fo voracious. Bro-of >«}««- 
ken pieces of earthen ware, iron and glafs, 
often found in their bellies. lhc_^ flotnacli, in-^f tin* 
deed, does not, as has been imagined, digcftfi;5«r>- 
thefe hard fubflanccs, but by a certain power of 
invcrtinr iifclf, hkc a pocket, difcbargcs what-^iJiUt. 

t» _„_-nwTt-L 
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BooiCcvcr loads it. This fifli'^would have been Icfs 
1 voracious, if it's ftoinach had not been capable 

of being inverted. It's organization makes it 
indifferent* with refpedi; to the nature of- thef 
fuftenance it feeds upon. The conformation of 
' thc' organs is the principle of appetite, in all 
thediving fubftanccs in the three natural king- 
domr. ' ' , i ' I * 

“ THe cod fiflt is found in the northern Teas of 
Europe. The ftlhery is carried on there by thirty 
Englilh,' fixty French, and 150 Dutch \cffcls, 
which, taken together, carry from 80 to 100 tons 
burdcii. Their competitors arc the Irifli, and 
above all the Norwegians. The latter arc cm* 
ployed, before the fifliing feafon, in colIc« 3 :mg, 
upon the coaft, the eggs of the cod, which is thu 
ufual bate for pilchards. They fell,' eommumhuP' 
anniSf from twenty to twenty^two tlioufand tons 
of this filh, at nine hvres • per ton. If market^ 
could be found for it, it might be taken itf 
greater q^uamity : for an able naturalift, who has 
had the patience to count the eggs of one finglc 
cod, has found 9,344,000 of them. This bounty 
of nature muff be Uill more confidcrable at Ncw-‘ 
foundland, where the cod filh Is found In infin'iiC' 
ly greater plenty. 

The lilh of Newfoundland is alfo more delicate, ‘ 
though not fo whuc ; but it is not an oWc£toF 
trade when frcJlt, and only ferves for the food of 
thofe who arc employed m the filhery. When it* 
is falted and dried, or only failed, it becomes 
ufeful article to a great part of Europe and Amc-! 
tica. That which is only failed is called green 
cod, and is caught upon the great bank. ' 

Tius^bank is one of ihofc mounuini that arc-' 
formed under water by the earth which the fca is 

7 » 


conu- 
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continually walhing away'-from the continent, bo o K. 
Both it*s extremities terminate fo much in a point, 
that it is difficult to aflign the prccifc extent of it, 
but it is generally reckoned to ,be 160 leagues 
long and 90 broad. Towards the middle of it, on‘ 
the European fide, is a kind of bay, which has 
been called the Ditch. Throughout all this fpacc,' 
the depth of water is very different, in fonie places 
there arc only five, in others above lixty fathom. 

The fun fcarcc ever (hews hfclf there, and the Iky 
is generally covered with a thick cold tog. The 
waves arc always agitated, and the winds always- 
high about this.fpot, which muft be owen to 
this circumftance, that the fca being irregularly 
driven forward byxurrcnis, bearing fometimeson 
one fide, aud fomeiiroes on the other, ftrikcs with 
ienpetuofity againft the borders, which arc every 
where perpendicular, and is repelled from them, 
with equal violence. This is mod likely to be 
the true rcafon, bccaufe on the bank itfelf, ata 
httlc diftancc from the borders, the fuuation is as 
tranquil as in a harbour, except when a violent 
wind, which comes from a greater diftancc,' hap- 
pens to blow there. i ** . * ■> ’ 

From the middle of July to the latter end or 
Auguft, there is no cod found either upon the- 
Great ‘Bankj or any of the fmall ones near it, but 
all the reft of the year the filhery is carried on. . 

Previous to their beginning the fifficry, they 
build a gallery on the outfidc of the ffiip> which, 
reaches from the main-maft to the .ftern, and 
fomctimcs the whole length ofihc\effcl. This 
gallery is furniflied with barrels, with the tops 
beaten out. The fiflicrmcn place themfclvcs 
within ihcfc, and arc flickered from the. weather 
by a pitched covering faftened to the barrels. As 
foon as ibcv catch a cod they cut out it’s tongue, 

^ and 
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BOO Kand give the fifli to one of the boys, to carry it 
, y’tR J.Q perfon appointed for the purpole, who im- 
ipediately ftrikes oCthc head, plucks out the 
Jivcr and entrails, and tlicn Icti. it fall through a 
fmall hatchway between the decks; when another 
man takes It, and draws out tlie bone as far as 
the navel, and then lets it fink through another 
hatchway into ^thc hold, where it is faUed and 
ranged in piles. « The perfon who fairs it take? 
care to leave fait enough between each row of filh, 
but not more than, is fuftcient to prevent their 
touching each other, for either of thefe circum- 
ilances negleded vyouid fpoil the cod. 

But it is a well atieficd phenomenon, that 
the cod filhcry is fcatccly begun before the fea. 
becomes oily, grovys calm, and the barks are 
feen floating upon the fur face of the waters as 
upon a polilned mirror. The fame cfie£l is pro- 
duced by the oil which runs from a whale when 
it is cut to pieces. ' A fhip newly tarred appeafes 
the fea under it and round the velfels which arc 
near it. In 1756, Dr. FranUm going to Louif- 
bourg with a great fleet, obferved that the way 
of two Ihips was remarkably finooih, while that 
of the others uas agitated ; upon afkmg the cap- 
lain the rcafon of this, he was told that tins 
difference was occafioned by the wafliing of the 
kitchen utenfils. Dr, Franklin was not fatisfied 
,\Mth this rcafon, but foon found out the truth of 
it by a ferles of experiments, by which he difco- 
,vercd that a lew drops of oil, the whole of which 
united together would fcarcc have filled a fpoon, 
quieted the wa\cs at more than a hundred toifcs 
diftaucc, with, a celctwy of expanfion avroatveU 
lous as It’s dtvifion. 

It appears that vegetable oil is more efficacious 
than animal oil. The calm which is produced 

by 
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fcythis is reckoned to laft two hours out at fea,B o O ii 
wucre this effect requires the cSufion of a con* . * 
fiderable quantity of oiU The facrifice of a few 
barrels of this fluid hath faved fotne great veflcis 
from fliipwrcck, with which they were threatened 
by the moll dreadiul tcinpcft. 

Notwithstandihg an infinite number of au- 
thentic fails, it is as yet doubtiul whether oil, or 
in general all fat fubtlanccs, whether fluid or fe* 
paraicd, have the property of lowering the height 
of the waves. They appear to have no cfFctl but 
againfl the breakers. - ^ ’ 

It is laid 'that the fca breaks when it nfes very 
high* in foaming, and in forming as it were co* 
lumns of water which fall down again with great 
violence.- When the fca- is high, the waves af- 
cend, but follow each- other regularly, and the 
Ihips give way without danger to this motion, 
which feems to carry them up to the fkics or 
down' to the infernal regions. ^ But when' the 
Waves are violently agitated by winds which blow 
in contrary direflionsj or from fome other caufe, 
this IS not the cafe. Two fliips clofc enough to 
fpcak, arc fuddenly hid from each other s fight. 

A mountain of water rifes between them, which 
when it comes to break and fall upon them, is 
fufEcient to dafli them to pieces. This ftate or 
the fca is not a common one. One may fail a 
long time without being expofed to it. ‘J 

the ufe of oil fiiould preferve but one finglc vend 
among 'the multitude of tbofc which co^er the 
ocean in a great number of years, the importance 
of this cafy fuccour would ttiU he very confidera- 
ble, > 

Thc filhermen of Lilbon and thofe of the 
Bermudas, rcllorc calm and tranfparcncy to i le 
ka with a hide oil, which immcdiaicly puts a 

VOT.. V. D d 
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BOO Kftop to the itrcgulatlty of the rays of Ught, and 
enables them to pcrccU c the filh. The modcrni 
divers, who go ju fearch of pearls in the bottom 
ot the fca, accuftoni thcmfclves, in imitation of 
theanciems, to fill their mouths with oil, which 
they throw out drop by, drop, in propoition as 
the darknefs conceals their prey from jthem. 
Some of them gucls at the prefence of the fhark, 
or at the abundance of the herring, in ihofc 
places where the fca offers them a calm not to be 
found /m the neighbouring latitudes.. Some pcf- 
fons attribute this to the oil which makes it’s ef- 
cape from the body of the herring ; others^ fay 
that it is preffed out of the herring by the teeth 
of .the fliark while he is devouring that firt). The 
farnc method is ufed fomctimcs.to difeover the 
points, of rocks concealed by the agitation of 
the waves, fometimes to reach land with lefs dan- 
ger. For this purpofe fbme fufpend behind their 
boats a parcel of inteflines filled with the' fat of 
the Fulmar or Petrel, a bird which throws up.ln 
it’s natural (late the oil of the fi(h upon which it 
feeds. Others, infiead.of this, ufe a jar turned 
upfidc down, from which the oil drops gradually 
through an opening made in the cork. The ter- 
rible element iihcrcfore, wfiich hath feparated 
continents from each other ; which deluges whole 
countries } which drives animals and men before 
it, and which will one day incroach upon their 
dwellings, may bc.appcafcd in it*s wrath, if a 
feather dipt in oil be paffed over it’s, furfacc. 
Who knows what may be the confcqucncc of 
thi% difcoycry, if we may give that name to a 
piece of information, the knowledge of which 
cannot be i difputcd with Ariftotle or Pliny ? If a 
feather dipt in oil can fmooth the waves, what 
will not be the cffcft.of long wings conftantly 
moificned 
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moiftencd with this 6uid, ‘and mechanically adapt- ic 
cd to our {hips ? ^ ^ . ♦ 1 

This idea will not fail of exciting the^ ridicule 
of our fupcrficial minded men; but ‘it is not for 
fuch that I write. Wc treat popular opinions 
^\ith too much contempt. Wc decide with too 
muchhafte on the poffibUity or impoffibility of 
things. In our opinion of Pliny, the naturallft, 

We have palTcd from one extreme to the other. 

Our anceftors have granted too muchto Arillotle, 
while wc perhaps have denied him more than it 
became men, the mo(k informed among whom, 
hath not fufHcicnt knowledge either to approve or 
contradift his book on animals* This dlfdain 
might perhaps be excufed in a Buffon, a Dau- 
benton, or a Linnaus } but it alvvays excites our 
indignation when we meet with it in him, who 
departing from his own fphcrc, and ncglcfling 
famcwhich offers itfclf to him,iivotder to run nftcr 
that which flies from him, {hall venture to decide 
upon the merit of thefe men of genius, with pe- 
temptorinefs which would difgufl us, if even it 
vvcrc fupported by the moft ftriking and Icait 
contcfllblc claims. ^ ‘ 

According to natural right, the filhcry upon 
the great bank ought to have been common to 
all mankind} nolwiihftanding which the two 
powers that had formed colonics in North Ame- 
rica, have made very little difficulty of appropri- 
ating it to thcmfclvcs. Spain, who alone could 
have any claim to it, and who, from the number 
of her monks, might have pleaded the nccclfity 
of affcrting it, entirely cave up the matter at 
the laflr peace, fuicc which time thcEnglilliMd 
VrcncU arc the only nations that frequent thefe 
laiUudcs. . 

P d.2 ' 
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K In 1773, Franccfcnt there five vcflcls, which 
• formed nine thoufand three hundred and feventy- 
"^fivc tons, and the crews of whicl> confified- of 
fixtcen hundred and eighty-eight men. Two 
millions one hundred and forty-one thoufand 
cod-fifii were caught, which produced one hun- 
dred and twenty-two hogfheads of oil ; the en- 
tire produce was fold for 1,421,6x5 Uvres*. 

The fiflicries of the rival nation were mucli 
more confidcrablc. Few of thofe who were em- 
ployed in it had come from Europe. Mofl ot 
them came from Kew-England, Nova-Scotia, 
and from the ifland of Newfoundland itfclf. Their 
\cffcls‘ were fmall, cafily managed, rifing Intle 
above the furfacc of tlie water, and not liable to 
be ftrongly afFe£kcd by the winds or the agitation 
of the waves. Thefe vcflels were manned with 
failors more inured to fatigue, more accufiomed 
to bear cold, and more uied to llriff difclpline. 
Thev carried with them a bail infinitely fuperlor 
to that which was found upon the fpot. 'fheir 
'filhery was therefore infinitely fuperior to that of 
the French j but as they had Icfs opportunities 
of getting rid of the green cod than the latter, 
the great part of the fifii whicli they caught 
■was carried to the neighbouring coafls, where it 
was converted into dried cod. ' * 

Tina brancli of trade Is carried on in t«o dif- 
ferent ways. Tliat which is called the wandering 
fifhcry belongs to vcflels which fad every year 
From Europe to Newfoundland, at the end of 
IMarch/or in April. As they approach the ifland, 
they frequently meet with a quantity of ice, dri- 
veil by the noTtbem currents towards the fouih, 
w bich is brohen to pieces by repeated Ihocks, and 
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melts fooner or later at .the return of the ®xv?l3 
Tbcfq portions of ice are frequently a league m, — ^ 
circumference ; they arc as high as the o 
mountains, and extend above lixty or eig y r 
thorn under water. 'When joined “ 

pieces, they fometimes occupy a fpacc ot ^ T 
dred leagues in length, and twenty-five or ^ y 
in breadth. Intercll, which obliges the manners 
to come to their landings as foon as 
they may have their choice of the barbo 
favourable to the filhery, makes S 

rigour of the fcafons and of the elemcn > . 

are all in confpiracy, againft I'un'J'" 

The moll formidable rampart ereaed by military 

art, the dreadful canuonadc of 

the terrors of the mofi (kilful and obfiinate fea- 

fight, requite lefs intrepidity and '’■P" 

encounter them, than tl«f““°T°r“ f!,,? fleis of 

warks, which the fea oppolcs to thefe 

fiOiermen. But the moll infattable of all paffions. 

thc.thirfiof gold, furmounts every obftacle, Md 

carries tlie manner aerofs thefe "'ooo'o-a of >c= 
to the fpot where the fliips are to take m theic 

T'lS firll thing to be done after 
cut wood and erecT or repair [falfo^ ■ .f!‘ 

Viands arc employed m tlm work. 

finilhcd, the company iber 

crew Hays alhore to cure the 

goes on board in fmall boats, .fbc r a 

cd for the fiOiery of the caplam oat'y f°o^^ 

and thofe for the cod three. Thcjcla !• 

which there is the grcatell number, fad belote 
it IS h"ht. ceucrallv at the dillancc of three, 
four, 0 ? five® leagues f‘;?"V|'f f“jc 
m the evening to the fcatjolds "“r t^= 
where they dep^tfit the F0>1“'0 of the ilay- 
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BOOK When onc'man has takcn'off the"’ cod’s head 
gutted It, he gives it to another, who flices it 
and puts it in fait, where it remains eight or ten 
days. After it has been well waflicd, it is laid on 
graveli where it is ‘left till it is quite dry. 'It is 
then piled up in heaps, and left for fome days to 
drain. It is then again laid on thc'ftrand, where 
it continues drying, and takes the colour we fee it 
have in Europe. - * 

There arc no fatigues whatever lobe compar* 
cd with the labours of this fifliery, which hardly 
leaves thofe who' work at it four hours reft in the 
night. Happily, the falubrity of* the climate 
‘ preferves the health of the people under fuch 
fcvcrc trials; and thefe labours would be ihouglit 
nothing of, if they were better rewarded by the 
produce. > 

But there arc fome harbours where the ftrand 
is at fo great a diftance from' the fea, that a great 
deal of time is loft in getting to it j and others, in 
which the bottom is of folid rock, and without 
frequent them. 

fhcrc'arc others again, where the fiih grow yel- 
low from a mixture of frcfti water' with the fait ; 
and fome, in which it is'fcorchcd by the reverbe- 
ration of the fun's ra)S reflefted from the moun- 


^ Even in the moft fj\ourabIe harbours, the 
» fuccefsful fiflicry. 
inc nih cannot abound equally in all parts : it is 
fomctimcs found to the north, fometimes to the 
iQuih, and at other times in the middle of the 
coa«, according as it isdriven by the winds, or at- 
tracted by the caplain. The fiflicrmcn, who han- 
Ifl? r° ^ diflance from the places which the 
filh frequent, arc very unfortunate, for their cx- 
fcnccs arc all thrown away, bccaufc it is inipof- 

Iiblc’ 
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fiWc for them to follow the (ilh with all their ne-B O^O^K 
ccllary apparatus. ... r — v — ' 

The filhery ends about the beginning ot bep- 
tcmbcr, becaufe at that time the fun has not 
power enough .to dry the lifii; but when i 
been fucccfsful, the managers give over before 
that time, and make the bell of their way cither to 
the Caribhcc lOands. or to the Roman Catholic 
Hates of Europe, that they may not be deprived of 
' the advantages of the firR markets, which might 
be loft by an ovcr-ftock. , . , 

In 1773, one hundred and "^ich 

• couipofed fifteen thoufand fix hundred and ™“'y- 
onc tons, and which were manned by even 
fand two hundred and fixty-thrcc fa''?'*’ 
feat from the ports of 

Their labours were rewarded n^.v^^ufmJs 

ninety thoufand one *'“"5"'? -na 

of fi&, and two thoubnd ''Sbt 
twenly.five hoglheads of oil. Thefe tw 
united produced 3,816,580 hvres . . 

But how hath it happened that “ j, 

population of wbiqU is mnnctife, ^ . j. . 

%crv cxtcnfuc, that a government which has fuch 
cmriSe demands, both for P™vincev.m 

Europe”nd for it’s colonies m the N™ ^otW , 
how hath it happened «•>« ‘he moft imporon 
of it’s fifiieries hath been reduced to f^h a trifle f 
This event hatli been brought on by internal an 

was for a 

with duties on it’s entrance into ‘h« h " 5 “ , 

and other taxes were pot “I?" 

U was hoped in 1764. ‘l>« ‘hf= f 

going to ccafe. Unfortunately the council WM 

..Jj.otil. snsd. , divided. 
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B o o K divided, ronifi of U*s members objefled to the, 
taking off of the duties from the falufilb, bccauft 
other members, had declared ihemfclves againft 
the exportation of the brandies made from cyder 
and petty. Rcafon at length prevailed over thefe 
objedions. 'I he treafury confentod in 1773 to 
facrificc half ol the duties which had till then 
been required of this branch of indullry, and 
two years after they entirely gave up this inconfi- 
derable refource. 

Salt is a very principal article in the cod- 
fifhery. This produdion of the fca and of the 
fun bad arifert to an cxcclTivc price in France. - 
In, 1768 and 1770, fifhermen were allowed for a 
year only, and in 1774, for an unlimited time 
to purchafe their fah from foreigners. This.in* 
dulgcncc hath lince been refofed to them, but it 
will be rcftofcd. The miniltry will comprehend 
that it’s navigators will never i employ, without 
extreme neceility, the fait of Spain and Portugal 
preferably to that of Poitou and Britanny, which 
IS fo much fuperior. > 1 <’* 

When the cod arrives from the north of. Atne-' 
rica, there remains between it’s fcvcral layers a 
confidcrabic quantity of undilTolved fait. The 
farmers of the crown, made for a long time an 
abufc of the afeendant which they had afliimed 
in the public Tcfoluiions, in order to have this 
fait prohibited as ufelcfs and even dangerous. A 
century hath been wafted in fohcitations and in 
giving proofs of it’s utility, before the government 
would allow it to be employed, as it is with great 
advantage in the Biherics of the dried cod. 

Most of the obftacles therefore, which a pow- 
er, not fufHcicntly acquainted w«U ii*s ow(n in- 
tcrefts, oppofed to it*3 own proipcrity, arc at 
length fcmovcd. Let us fee wh^t idea muft be 

formed 
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formed of thofc which an odious fpirit of rivaUhip k 
hath given rife to. v 

Newioundlakb had formerly two mailers. 

By the peace of Utrecht, the ^ property of this 
idand was confirmed to Great Britain, and the fub- 
]cQs of the court of VcrfaUles preferved only^thc 
right of filhlng from the Cape of'Bonavilla, 
turning towards the North as far as Point Rlch.^ 

But this lad line of demarkatlon was not found in 
any of the charts which had preceded the treaty. 

The Englilh geographer Herman Moll was^ the 
fitft who noticed it in lytS* J^d he placed it at 
Cape Raye. 

It was generally believed that it rauft be fo, 
when, in 1764, ihe-Briulh miniftry pretended, 
upon the faith of a letter from Prior, who had 
fettled the bufinefs of the limits, and of a petition 
prefented to parliament, in 1716, by the Englilh 
fiflicrmen, that . it was at fifty degrees thirty 
minutes of latitude that Point Rich ought to be 
fixed. The council of Louis XIV. immediately 
agreed with an authority which they might h^^c 
contefted: but having therofeUcs difeovered m 
their archives, a manufeript chart, which had 
ferved in the ncgociation, and which placed 
Point Rich in forty-nine degrees of latitude, 
upon the border, and to the north of the bay ot 
the Three Iflands, they demanded for thefc 
claims, the fame deference as they had flicwn 
for thofc which had been prefented to them. 

This was reafonable and juft } and yet the French, 
who ventured lo' frequent the contefted fpace, 
experienced the difgracc and the lofs of having 
their boats confifeated. Such was the ftatc of 
things, when boftilitics were again renewed be- 
tween the two nations, It, u to be hoped, that 
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BOO K at tlic -cnfuing peace, the court of iVcrfaillcs 
XVII. will obtain a redrefs of this firft grievance. ‘ ' 

They will alfo undoubtedly attend to another 
of much greater importance. By the treaties of 
Utrecht and of Paris, their fubjeds were to enjoy 
the fpace which extends between the Capes of 
Bonavifta and St.John. 'Three thoufand Eng* 
lilhiucn have formed fixed fetllements there at 
feveral periods, and have thus ncccfiarlly kcptolF 
the navigators who arrived annually from Eu- 
. rope. France hath remonftrated. againft thefc 
ufucpalions, and hath obtained, that the Britiflt 
minillry fiiould order 'their fifliermen to carry 
their aftivlty clfcwhcrc. This order hath not 
been carried into execution ; nor could it be. 
Therefore, the court of Verfailles have demanded 
as an equivalent, the liberty of fifliing from Point 
Rich to the iOands of St. Peter and Miquelon. 
This conciliatory plan appeared likely to fucceed; 
but the difiurbanccs that have happened, have 
thrown every thing into confufion} fo that 'this 
is alfo an arrangement to be expefted at the ap- 
proaching peace. ’ - I ’ ' < 

That peace will likewife infurc to the French 
navigators, the exclufive fidiery of that part of 
Newfoundland which they arc allowed to fre- 
quent. This right had not been contefted before 
the year 1763; the Englifli had till then con- 
tented thcmfcives with going there in the winter 
in order to fifii for feal ; they had always finilhed 
their bufmefs, and quitted the diftrift before the 
fpring,'^ At the above period they began to fre- 
quent the fame harbours which were formerly 
occupied by their competitors alone. The court 
of Verfailles muft have been reduced to the hu- 
miliation of giving up the coafts of Labrador, 
Gafpe, St. John, and Cape Breton,' which 

abounded 



IN THE E\ST AND WEST INDIES 4 «» 


abounded m before a nation, too proud of B 0^0 K 
u’s tnumphs, could ha\e ventured to form this . ^ 

new pretenfion. lt*s admirals carried cicn the 
infolcnce of viftory fo far, as to forbid the French 
fillicrinen to filh for cod on a Sunday, upon a 
pretence that the Enghfti fiflicrmcn abftained 
from catching any on that day* Wc arc authorized 
to beheve, that the council of St. Jamcs*& did not 

approve of thefe cnterpnfcs,fo palpably contrary to 
the fpintof the treaties. They were fcnhble that 
the nght which France had rclervcd to hcrfclf in 
ceding the property of Newfoundland became 
clufive, if her fifhermen could find the places 
abounding m fifli occupied by rivals, who being 
fettled upon the neighbouring coaft, were always 
furc to arrive there firft. Ncvcrihclcfi they dc« 
tcrraincd to fupport, ibaf the enjojment, in the 
firiaclb fenfe, ought to be common to the two 
people. They ought to have had 
and more courage than they were polVclIcd of, 
to bid defiance to the clamours of oppofition, 
and to the complaints which fuch a fjllcax or 
equity mull ncccflanly excite. But they depend- 
ed upon the vveaWners of Louis XV. and were not 
deceived. TTic circumftanccs of the times, and 
the charaacr of bis fuccclTor, arc totally ditfcrcnt ; 
this grievance will be redretfed, as well as many 
oihcrs. It is not even impofiiblc, but that the 
ftationary fifticncs of this crown may receive fomc 


augmentation. i i » 

Bv ftationarv fifliery vve arc to undcrllanil, mat 
which is earned on by the Europeans who nave 
fcttlcmcnis on tliofe coafis of America where the 
cod IS Uloft plcnutul. It IS mfimiely more pro- 
htablc than the wandering fifliery, bccaufc it is 
aiicudcdwuh much left expence, and ma> be 
commued mudi longer. Ihcfc advamage* tlie 
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BOO K French enjoyed, before the* errors committed by 
XVII. their government made them lofc the vafl terrii 
tories they had in tbofc regions. All the fixed 
cftablifliments left ihein by the peace of 
arc* reduced to the tfland of St. Peter, and to 
two ifiands of Miquelon, which they are not even 
allowed to fortify. » i i : ■ > 

It is fimple and natural, that a conqueror 
Ihould appropriate his conqucfls to himfelf as 
much as he can, and that hc'fiiould weaken his 
enemy, while he aggrandizes himfelf r but he 
Ihould never leave fubfifting permanent fubje^ls 
of humiliation, which arc of no avail to him, and 
which inftil hatred into the hearts of thofc over 
whom, he hath tiiumphcd. The regret we feel 
on any lofs, diminithes and goes oS with time. 
The fenfeof fhame becomes daily more poignant, 
and never ceafes. If an opportunity Ihould offer 
of manifeCting itfelf, it. then breaks out, with a 
degree of fury fo much the greater, as it hatit 
been the longer concealed. ' Powers of the earth, 
therefore, be modclt with refpeft to; the terms 
which you impofc upon the conquered people, in 
the monuments by which you mean to perpetuate 
the memory of your fuccefs. It is>irapoflible to 
fubferibe with fincerity to an humiliating com- 
paft. There arc already loo many falfc pretences 
and unjuft motives for the infringement of trea* 
lies, without adding to them oneTo' legitimate 
and fo urgent, as that of fliaking off ignominy. 
Exaa only, in profperity, fuch i faqrificcs as you 
would fubmit to without fhame, inadverfity. A 
public monument of infult, and upon which an 
enemy who 1 is croffing your capital cannot turn 
his eyes, without experiencing a deep emotion of 
indignation, is a perpetual ftimulus to revenge- 
If it were ever poffiblc, that one of the infuUcd 
’ nations. 
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nations, in that public fquarc called 
Ytiitircs, where they arc all bafely loaded 
chains, by the mofl: abjeft and moil impudent of 
all flatteries, fliould enter vi&orious into Paris, 
there is no doubt but that the ftatuc of the proud 
monarch who approved of this indifereet ho- 
mage, would in an inflant be pulled to pieces } 
perhaps, even a fpirit of refentment^ for a long 
time aifled, would reduce to aflies the proud city 
that exhibits fuch a monument. You may ap- 
pear crowned with victory, but you Ihould not 
fuffer that your foot diould be put upon the head 
of your enemy. If you have been fucccfsful, 
confidcr that you may experience a'revcrfc of 
fortune; and that there Fs more difgracc in be- 
ing one's fclf obliged to dcRroy ‘ a monumenr, 
than glory in having crefted it. The Endifii 
Would, perhaps, have withdrawn their infpeccor 
from one of the ports of France, bad they known 
with what impatience he was fuffered iherej and 
how often the French have faid to ^ ibcmfeivcs-: 

Arc we to fubmit to this humiliation much 
longer? ’ 

' St. PfiTEB. bath twenty-five leagues in circum- 
ference ; it hath a harbour where thirty finall % cf- 
fcls find a fafe afylum ; a road which is capable 
of containing about forty Ibips of alhfizes ; and 
coafts well adapted foe the drying of a quantity 
of cod. In 1773» ic contained fix hundred and 
four fiat inhabitants, and nearly an equal num- 
ber of Tailors paffed their time there in the inter- 
Vais of the Enterics. , ‘ 

■ The two hriqitclons, lefs iinpottant m every 
tcrpca.'had not more than Exhuodredandfort;- 
nine inhabitants; and only one hundred and 
iwcntj-fcvcn foreign ’ filhcrmtn jcnumed there 
during the winter. - • 
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BOOK Tiic labours of ihcfc iflandcrs, joined to ihofc 
. xvii. Qf j-yy,. ijundrcd and fifty men, arrived from 
' ^Kuropc upon tlutty«fivc vclfels, produced only 
thirty«n}c thoufand (ix hundred and feventy quin* 
taU of cod fifl), and tuu hundred and fifty^tlircc 
hogOicads of oU, which were fold for 805,490 
Vivrcs*. 

This profit, added to 1,421,615 Hvrcs f, which 
were got by the green cod caught on the Great 
Bank, and to 3,816,580 lures f produced by the 
cod dried at Hcufoundlaiid itfclf, made the 
French fifiicry amount, in 1773, to the fum of 
<3.053,685 livrcsl}. 

Op thefe three products, there were only that 
of Sr. Peter, and of Miquelon, whicli received 
anv incrcafe in the following years. 

Tiiesc ifiaud^ arc only three leagues dlfiant 
from the fouthern part of Newfoundland. By 
the treaties, the poflcilion of the coall is included 
in tills extent. Ibis fpace fiiould therefore have 
been in common, or divided bctw-ccn the Englhh 
and French fifirermen, wlio had an equal right to 
it; but force, which fcldom attends to the fug- 
geftions of cciuiiy, took every thing to iifclf- 
Heafon, or policy, at length gave rife to more 
moderate fentiments; and, m 1776, an equal 
diftribution of the canal was agreed to. Ihi* 
alteration enabled St. Peter and the Miquclons 
to catch, the enfuing jear, feventy, ihoufand one 
hundred and four quintals of dried cod, and 
fevcnty-fix thoufand feven hundred and ninety- 
four of green cod. 

But this incrcafc did not enable France to 
fiipply the foreign markets,, as it did twenty 
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>cars before. It’s fifiiery was fcarcc fufficient BOOK 
ior the confumption ol the kingdom. Nothing. t 
or fcarcc any thing, remained for it’s colonies, 
the wants of which were fo extenfive. 

This important branch of commerce had 
paffed entirely into the hands of it’s rivals, fince 
'tftory had given to them the North of America, 

They fupplied the South of Europe, the Well 
Indies, and even the French iflands ,witli cod, 
noiwithftanding the tax of 4 Uvres* per quintal, 
with wliich it bad been loaded in order to prevent 
it’s entry ; and notwithftanding a gratuity of 
thirty.fi\c fols| per hundred weight, granted 
to the national filhery. Great Britain beheld, 
with great fatisfa^Uon, that befides the confurap- 
lions in it’s fevcral feltlcmcnts, this branch of 
induftry yielded annually to it’s fubjefts of the 
Old and of the New world, a confiderablc quan- 
tity of fpecie, and a great plenty of commodities. 

This objcfk of e.sportation would have become 
Hill more confidcrable, if at the time of the con- 
quell the court of, London had not had the inhu- 
manity to expel from the iflands of Cape Breton 
St. John, the Frenchmen who were fciilcd 
there who have never yet been replaced, and 
pQlBbly never will be. The fame bad policy bad 
formerly been follow cd in Nova Scotia, ior it is the. 
property of the jcaloufy of ambition, to deftroy 
in order to poflefs. • , , 

Nova Scotia, by ivhich at prefent is under- 
ftood, all the coafts ;of three hundred leagues in^/^XhV 
length, included between the limits of Ncw^wncb 
England and the South coaft of the river St.|^“^ 
Lawrence, feemed at firft to have comprehended Theircaa- 
«nl} the great triangular peniufula fituated about 

" tlemeut. 

• 3* 4L + »»• SJ. lialfp. 

the 
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BOOKilic miildlc of ihU vaft fpacc. This pcninfula, 
> whicii the Trench called Acadia, is cxtrcincly 

^yglj fituatcd to ferve as an afyluni to the Ihips 
coming from the Caribbcc Iflands. It difplays 
to them at a diRance, a great number of excel- 
lent ports, where’ fliips may enter and go out 
. with all winds, llierc is a great quantity of cod 

upon this coalf, and Hill more upon fmall banks 
at the diftance of a few leagues. The neigh* 
bouring continent attrafls uiteniion by a few 
furs. Il*fi arid coafts alford gravel for drying 
the HHi upon, and the goodnefs of the' inland 
grounds invites to every fpccics of culture. It’s 
■woods aic fit for many purpofes. Though this 
climate be in the temperate zone, the winters arc 
long and fcvcrc, and followed bv fudden and ex- 
ccfiivc heats, to which generally fuccccd very 
thick fogs,' that laft a long time. Thefe circum- 
ftanccs make this rather a difagrccable country,' 
though it cannot be reckoned ap unwholefome 
one. ' 

^ It was in 1604 that the French fettled in Aca- 
dia, four years before they had built the fmallcn: 
hut in Canada. InRcad of' fixing towards the 

caft-of the peninfula, where they would have had 

larger Teas, an cafy navigation, and plenty of 
cod, they 'chofc a fmall bay,- afterwards called 
French Bay, which bad none of thefe advantages. 
It has been {aid, that they were invited by the 
beauty of Fore Royal, where a thoufand fliips 
may ride in' fafciyfrom every wind, where there 
is an excellent bottom, and at all times four or* 
five fatbomof water, and eighteen at the entrance. 
It. is more probable that the founders of this co- 
lony were led to chufe this fituation, from it’s^ 
vicinity to the countries abounding in furs, of 
which the exclufivc trade had been granted to 

them. 
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them, ThU conjc£turc is confirmed by the foI-BOOK 
lowing circumllancc : that both the* firfl mono- ^_^^^ 

polizeri, and thofc who fuccccdcd them, took the - 

utmoft pains to divert the ’ attention of their 
countrymen, whom an unfcttlcd difpofition, or 
ncccfiity, brought into thefe* regions, from the 
clearing of the woods, the breeding of cattle, 
fifiiing, and every kind of culture; chufing rather 
to engage the induftry of thefe adventurers in 
hunting or in trading with the Civages. 

'The mifehiefs anfing from a ialfc fyuco} of 
adminiftration, at length difeovered the fatal 
effcQs of exclufive charters. .It would be incon- 
fiftent with truth and the dignity of hiftory to fay, 
that this happened in. France, ’«rom any attention 
to the common rights of the nation, at a time when 
thofe rights were moft openly violated. Thefe 
fscred rights, which'only can infure the fafety of 
the peope, while they give.a Janftion to the 

g iwet of kings, were never known* in France, 
utin the tnoft abfolutc'govcmmcnts, a Jpirit or 
ambition fometimes clfcfls, what m equitable and 
moderate ones is done from principles or jultice. 

The minifters of Louis XIV, who wilhed, by 
making their maftcr rcfpcQablc, to 
honour on thcmfclvcs, perceived that they Ihould 
not fuccccd without the fupport of riches ; and 
Jtfaat a people to whom' nature has not gi\cn any 
mines, cannot acquire wealth but by agriculture 
and commerce. -Both thefe rcfourccs had been 
hitherto precluded in the colonies by the umver- 
fal rcftraints that arc always impofed, when the 
government interferes improperly in every nunutc 
* concern, Thefe impediments were at lalt re- 
,movcd; but Acadia either knew not how, or was 

not able to make ufc of ibis liberty. ' 

,T _ • • .'vr , This 



history of SETTUlMUNTa AND TRADE 

BOOK This colony was >ct hi il's infancy, when thq 
,-XVii. fcitlcmcnt, which has fince become fo famous 
under ihc name of New-Enghnd, was fitft efta* 
bhflied in it*s neighbourhood. The rapid fuccefs 
of the plantations in this new colony did not 
much attraft ihc notice of the French. This kind 


of profperity did not incite any jcal 9 ufy between 
the two nations. But when they began to fufpefi 
that there was likely to be a competition for the 
beaver trade and iurs, they endeavoured to fe* 
cure to ihcmfclvcsthc foie propcrtyofit,and were 
unfortunate enough to fuccccd. ^ , 

At their 6rft arrival in Acadia, they had found 
the pcninfula, as well as the forclls or the ncigV 
touring continent, peopled with fmall favage na^- 
tions, who went under the general name of Abe- 
nakics. Though, equally lend of war as other 
favage nations, they were more fociable in their 
’manners. The mtlBonanes cafily infinuating them- 
felves among them, bad fo far inculcated their 
tenets, as^to make enthufiafts of them. At the 
fame lime ihat they taught them their religion, 
they infpircd them with that hatred which they 
thcmfclvcs entertained for the Englifli name. 
This fundamental article of, their new worihip> 
being that which* made the ftrongeft imprcfllon 
on. their fenfes, and ihc^only one that favoured 
their palTion foc^war, they’adoptcd it with all the 
rage that was natural to them. They not only 
ref ufed to make any kind of exchange w ith the 
Enghfh, but alfo* frequently difturbed and ra* 
vaged the frontiers of that nation. Their attacks 
became more frequent, more obftinatc, and more* 
tegular, alter they had chofen St. Caftcins, for- 
merly captain of the regiment of Cangnao, fo^ 
their commander, who vvas fettled among them* 
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had married one of their women, and conformedB 0^0 K 
in every rerpeS to their mode of life. ^ 

When theEnglilh faw that all efforts, either to 
reconcile the favages, oriodcftroythcni in their 
forells, were incffcQual, they fell upon Acadia, 
which they looked upon, with reafon, as the only 
caufeof all thefe calamities. 'Whenever the Icaft 
holliUty took place between the *two xnothcr- 
countries, the pcninfula was attacked, “unable 
to procure any afliftance from Canada, on ac- 
count of it's diftance, and having but a feeble 
defence- in Port-Ro)al, which was only fur* 
bounded by'a few palUfadcs, it was conrtantly 
taken. It undoubtedly afforded fomc faiivfaftioii 
to the Ncw.Englandcrs to ravage this ^colony, 

^nd to retard it*s progrefs; but^ Ihll tbis'was not 
fufficicni.to remove the * fufpicions excited by a 
t'iiion, always more formidable by what flic is 
able to do, than by what flic really docs. Ob- 
hged as they were, however unwillingly, to rc- 
flore their conqueft at each treaty of peace, they 
^ited with impatience till Great Britain Ihould 
acquire fuch a fuperiority as would enable her to 
difpcnfc with this rcftiiudon. The events of the 
^ar on account of the Spanifii fucccllion brought 
on the dccifivc moment; and the court of Ver- 
faiUeswas foe ever^ deprived of a poffeflion of 
'vhlch it had nev cr known the importance. 

The ardour which the Englifti had Ibe^n fori^«.^ 
the poffcilion of this territory did not manueft,|j^g>j^ 
itfclf afterwards in the cate they took to mainiain ra&ocu 
or to Improve it. Having built a very flight 
tifleation at Port-Hoyal, which they called Anna- 
polis, in honour ot Queen Anne, they contented 
ihcmfclvcs with putting a very fmall garrifon in 
it. The indifference ihcwn by the government 
^as adoDicd by the nation, a circumflaace not 
^ E c a uTual 
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DOOKurual in a free country. Not more than five 

■ > or fix Englifli families went over to Acadia, 
whicli ftUl remained inhabited by the fitft co- 
lonifis, who were only perfuaded to Ray upon a 
promife made them ot never being compelled to 
bear arms againft. their ancient country. Such 
was the attachment which the French then had 
for the honour of their country. Cherifhed by 
• the government, rcfpcflcd by foreign nations, 
and attached to their king by a feries of profpc« 
rltics which had rendered their name illuftrious, 
and aggrandifed their power, they pofTciTcd that 
patriotic, fpirit which is the effeft of fuccefs. 
They cftccmed it an honour to bear the name of 
Frenchmen, and could not think of foregoing the 
title. The Acadians, therefore, wlioi in fubroit- 
lingto a newyoke, bad fworn never to bear arms 
againft their former ftandatds, were' called the 
French neutrals. . ' 

What a powerful inducement is this example 
of attachment, as well as a' multitude of others 
which have preceded and followed it, to the fo- 
vereign of France, to exert himfclf inccfiantly for 
. the happiuefs of fucU a nation } of a nation fo 
mild, fo proud, and fo generous ? Treafon bath 
been fometimes the crime of an individual, or of 
a particular focicty, but it was never that of th® 
j fubjc£ts in general, ’ The French arc the people 
who know how to fufler "with infinite patience 
the longcft and moft^ cruel vexations, and who 
demonftrate the moll finccrc, the moft linking 
tranfports of gratitude, at the lead token of the 
clemency of their fovcrcign. They love and chc- 
riflr him j and U depends upon him only to be 
adored by them. The fovereign whom they Ihould 
defpife would be the mod contemptible of men ; 
he whom they Ihould bate would be the word of 
. . ' 
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foYtrcigns. Notwithdinding all the 

have been made, during a ferics of ages, o , — 

in our hearts the fentimentof patnoufm, u exuti 
not, perhaps, among any people m a more livei^y 
and energetie manner. Witnefs our mirth 
thofe glorious events, which, however, will no 
relieve our mifery. -What' fliould we not he, t 
public felicity were to fucceed to the glory of our 

"^Ttoanwere twelve or thirteen hundred Aca- 
fians fettled in thecajiital; the -p 

perfed in the neighbouring country. N g - 
trate was ever appointed to rule over the > 
they were never acquainted with the laws of Eng- 
land. No rents or taxes of any kind were ever 

exafted from them. .Their new fovere.^ feemed 
to have forgotten themj and they were equally 

ftt»gers to kim. formetlv been the de-Maimeu 

HuNTtNO, which had lotmeriy mcu i ^ 

light of the colony, and “IS'’' 
nwith fuhrdlenee,' had no further att^.on 
lunplc and quiet people* and ga>c y 
culture. It had been begun »n tbc marges and^t^^gi^jh 
the lowlands, by repelling 
.which coveted thefe plains, with dikes. 
grounds yielded fifty times as much 
and aftervrards fifteen or ‘"'"7 

leatl. Wheat and oats fucceeded befi ■“ tlicm. 
bui they hkewife produced t)c, parley, ana 
maize. There -were alfo potatoes in great plenty, 
the ufc of which was become common. 

At the fame time the iromenfe a 

co\crcd with numerous 0ocks. , Si^y 
head of homed cattle were computed there } ana 
moa of the famUics had fevend horfes, though the 
tillage was carried on by oxen. 
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BOOK Tub habitations, bmk entirely with \vood, 
were extremely convenient, and furnilhcd as 
neatly as a fubftantial farmer’s houfc m Europe, 
Tb? people bred ^a great deal of poultry of all 
hinds, ■fthich made a variety in their food, which 
was m general wholcfomc and plentiful. Their 
''common drink was beer and cyder, to winch 
they foractimcs added mm. 

Their ufual clothing was m general the pro* 
ducc of their own ilaxand hemp, or the fleeces of 
their own fticcp With thefe they made common 
linens and eparfe cloths. If any of them had any 
inclination for articles of greater luxury, tb?y 
pn cured them from Annapolis or Louifljourg, 
and gave m exchange, corn, cattle, or furs» 

The. neutral French had no other articles tp 
^ difpolc of among their neighbours, and made 
ftiU fewer exchanges among themfclvcs, bccaufc 
each feparatp family was able, and had been uf«d 
to provide for u*s wants They, therefore, knet? 
nothing of paper currency, which was fo com’ 
mop throughout the reft of North America Even 
the fmall quantity of fpccie, which had ftolcn 
into the colony, did not promote that circulation, 
which is the greateft advantage that can be dc'^ 
nved from it 

Their manners were pf courfe extremely fliu» 
pic Therj; neverwas a caufe, cither civil oren 
vninal, pf importance enough to be earned before 
the court of judicature cftahhlhed at Annapolis, 
Whatever li tie differences arofe from time tP 
time among them, were amicably adjufled by 
their elders All their public afts were drawn by 
their paftors, who bad Iikcwife the keeping of 
their wills, for which, and their religious ferviccs, 
the inhabitants voluntarily gave them a twenty* 
feventh part of their barvffts 


These 
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.These were plentiful enough to ““y/xvaj 

•than afuffidenJyto 

Real rntfery was entirely unknown, nnd benevo „ 

Icncc prevented the demands of P° . Jd 
•ntsfortunc was relieved, as r.j’ ^V,th- 

>e felt : and cood was umvctfally difpcnfcd, t 

mtoftentaliononthepart of the i-jufe 

ant humihating of bretlret 

people were, m a word, a4oc^ * .„,iw rAdv to 
every individual of "'■‘‘'J’ the iomniori 

give and to receive what he thoug 

''t'tera'fiarmony naturally ptevented^^^^^ 

there eonneaions of gallantry ^fh are fo olten 

fatal to the P 5 -=?/ ^“0^X1 emu: 
au mftance in this lociciy o . 

,merce between the ‘w® one'palTed^ns 

vented by ' As feon asa young 

.youth m a Rate of celibacy. community 

'man came to the proper 
•built him a houfc, broke 

fowed them, and fuppUed , Here he rc- 

ccffuTics of hfc for a and who 

coed the partner This new 

brought him her ,i,_ n,i,-rs ’ They 

family grew and ien thoufand fouls, 

altogether amounted ‘® f'S j,,c mnocent 

Who will not be r fortunate 

manner, and the 'r®""!®' .i,c Juration of 
colony! Who will "®‘ '°'Xua, in ima- 

it’s happincfs ! w’ho will ®°* . . fepa- 

ginallon, an iinpcncltablc w ,ln,„n and turbu- 
tatc there eolon'ill. rrom ‘ “Jc people 
lent nrlE>'bours! Ihe cal ,,,c end 

have no period f um, on ^ 

of tlicir tcUchy is nccclfary to mfe them 

of fa\ouriblc events is nccciiary 
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B o o Kfjrora ,m»fery, while one inftant is fufficient to 
^ y’ii. plunge them into it. May the Acadians be ex- 
ccpicd from this general curfe. But alas! it is 
to be feared that they will not. 

Great Britain perceived, in 1749* of what 
confcqucnce the poflclfion of Acadia might be to 
her commerce, x .The peace, ’which nccclfarilylcft 
ja great number of men without employment, fur- 
"nimed an opportunity; by the dilbanding of the 
troops, for peopling and cultivating a vaft and, 
ferule territory. The Britifli’miniftry oiTcred par- 
ticular advantages to all,pcrfo^ns who chofc to go 
over and fettle m Acadia. ’ Eycry foldicr, failor, 
and*, workman, was to have fifty acres of land for 
himfclf, and ten for every 'pcrloD he earned over 
jn his family. All non-cbmmiflioned officers were 
allowed cigUt^f for ‘themfclves, and t< for theic 
wjvcs and children j 'enfigns aoo ; lieutenants 
300 } captains 400} and ail officers of a higher's* 
rank 6co j tocher wfth thirty for each of their 
dependents. , The land was to be lax free for the 
firft ten years, and ^never to pay above one livre, 
two fols, fix denied *, for fifty acres. Befide 
this, the government engaged to advance or re- 
imburfc the cxpcnccs of palTage, to build houfes, 
to fuinifh a\i the nccclTary infirumcnts for fifhery 
or agriculture, and to defray the cxpcnccs of fub- 
fiftence for thefirfl year. Thefp encouragements 
determined * three thpufanJ feven hundred and 
fifty perfons, in the month pf Rlay 1749, to go to 
America, rather thap run,thc rifl^ offtarvingip 
Europe.* ^ • 

It was intended thatUhefc new inhabitants 
fhould form a fcitlcmcnt to the fouth-eafl of Aca, 
in a place which the favaggs fonpcrlj^ called 

1* ea? ^ ^ 

Chebuflo, 
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Chcbu^, and the Engliffi Halifax. This fitua-B o o K 
tion \7a*s preferred to feveral others where the foil 
was better, 'for the fake, of cftablidiing^rn it's '"'7'''^ 
neighbourhood an excellent cod fi(hcry,‘and for- 
tifying one of the fineft harbours in America. 

But as It was the part of the country moft fa- 
vourable ‘for the chacc, the Englifli were ob- 
liged to difpute' it with the Mienue Indians, 
hy whom it was moft frc(juented. Thefe ra- 
vages defended with obftinacy a territory they 
. hclci from nature ^ and it was not without very 
greatJofTes that the Englifli drove them froa^ 

Ihcir pofleffioris. , 

Thjs war was not entirely hnllhcd, when fome 
diftuthances began to break out among the peu- 
tra\ Etench. 1 hefe people,' whole manners were' 
fo Ample, and who enjoyed fuch liberty, had al. 
ready perceived that their independence mull ne* 

^ ceflarily ftificr fome incroacbmems from any power 
that Ihould turn tt*8 views to the countries they in- 
haVilcd.- To this apprebenfion was added, that of 
.feeing their religion in danger. Their priefts, 
cither heated by ibcir own'cntbufiafm, or fecreily 
inftigated by the governors of Canada, made them 
believe all they cbofe to fay againft the Engiilh, 
whom they called heretics. This word, w-hich 
has fo powerful an influence on deluded minds, 
determined this happy American colony to'quit 
their habitations and remove to New France, 
where lands were ofl*ered them.' This rcfolution 
many of them executed immediately, without 
confidcring the confcqucnccs of ic ; the reft. were 
preparing to follow as hort as they bad provided 
for their fafety. The Englifli government, either 
from policy or caprice, determined to prevent 
them by an aft of treachery, always bafe ap J cruel 
io thofif wliofc power gives thefn an opportunity 
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B o o li of purfumg tniMer methods. Upder^a pretence 
. ‘ xvir. of exafting a renewal of the oath which they had 
taken at the lime of their becoming ^Englifh fub- 
• ]c£l$i they called’ together all the remaining in-. 

* ' habitants, and put them on board of ihip. They 

were conveyed to the ’ other Englilh ’eolonics, 
where the greater part of them died of grief and 
vexation rather than want, • 

' Such are the efleds of national jealouficsj and 
of the rapacioufoefs of government, to which 
men, as well as thcir'propcrty, become’ a prey* 
What our enemies lofe is reckoned an' advantagej 
* what they gain is looked ‘upon a's a lofs, ' When 

a. town cannot be taken, itis flarved; when it 
cannot be kept. It is burnt to' afhes, or it's 
foundations rared.' A fhip'ora fortified town is 
'blown up, rather than thcfailors 'or the 'garrifon 
will fufrender. Adefpotic government feparates 
. it's enemies from ii*$ Caves by immcDfc dcftris, to 
prevent the irruptions of the one, and the cmigra- ' 
tidns of the other. Thus it is that Spain has ra« 
thcr chofen to make a wlldcrncfs of bcr’ow’n ’cQUO* 
try, and a grave of America, than.to divide it*S' 
.riches with any other of. ihc’Europcan nations. 
The Dutch have been guilty of every public and*. 
■ private crime to deprive other commercial nations 
of the fpice trade. They have frequently thrown 
whole; cargoes into thefca rather than they 'would 
fell them at a low price. France,' rather, chofc 
to give up LduiCana to the -Spaniardsj'than to let 
it fall into- the hands’ of • the Engliih ; ‘and Eng- 
land, deftroyed the nemraUFrcnch .inhabitants of 
.Acadia,. ‘to prevent 'their' refurning' to’ France? 
Can it be faid after this,' that, policy and.-focicty 
were inflitutcd 'for .the ' happinefs'- of.m'ankind ? 
Yes, they were inftituted' to fereen th'c wicked, 
and to fecutc the powerful. . . 

'■ Since 
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SiNOB the ejnigration of a. people who owed book 
their happlnefs to their virtuous obfeurity. Nova . 

Scotia remained in a languid ftatc. Envy, which p„feat - 
have depopulated this' country, feemed tohaveflaieof 
flted it*s baneful influence over it. The punifli- 
Uient of injuftice fell at Icaft upon the authors of 
It. At lead a fev/ unfortunate people were driven 
there by the various calamities they experienced 
in Europe. They amounted .In J769 to twenty- 
fix thoufand; mod of them were difperfed, and 
Were only collefied in any number at Hallifa,x, 
Annapolis, and Lunenbourg. This lad colony, 
formed by Germans,' was the mod flouriflilng. 

It owed it*s .improvements to that fondnefs for 
labour, to that well regulated ceconomy which arc 
the didinguifliing charaflcrldics of a wife and 
warlike nation, who contenting thcmfclves with 
defending their own country, feldom leave it, ex- 
cept to’ go and cultivate didriGs which they 
arc not ambitious of conquering. 

. Ix the year 1769, the colony fcnl out fourteen 
vefleU and one hundred, and fony-clght boats, 
which together amounted to (even thoufand three 
hundred and twenty-four tons, and received 
twcniy-two \cflcl3 and one hundred and twenty 
boats, which together made up feven thoufand 
and fix Ions. UTicy condruflcd 'three floops, 
which did not exceed one hundred and ten tons 
burden, 

Thbjb.* exportation for Great Britain and for 
the other parts of the globe, did not amount to 
more than 729,85a Uvres, la fols, 9 deniers •. 

Notwithstanding ihcfc encouragements, 
which the mother-country had inccflantly bellow- 
ed upon this colony/ in order to accelerate it’s 

* Abvut St. toJ 


cultures ; 
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B o'o K cultures; it'had itfelf'borrowcd 450,000 livresf, 
XVII. for which it paid an intereft of fix per cent. It 
' ^"^had not t^cn any paper currency, and' had not 
ufed any fmce. 

I The troubles^ which at prefent agitate North 
America, have not extended to Nova Scotia. It 
hath even drawn fomc advantages from them. 
It’s population hath anfen to forty. tKbufand fouls, 
"by the arrival of lome cautious or pufillanimous 
citizens who fled from the horrors of war. The 
neceffity of fupplying the wants of the Britiflt 
armies and fleets hath occafioned a great incrcafe 
of provifions. An immenfe quantity of fpccip 
circulated by the troops, hath given hfe to every 
thing, and comgittnircafcd e rapid mochn (o men 
and things. ' 

Should the otlier* colonies at length detach 
thcmfelves from the motber-country, and fhould 
it retain Nova Scotia, this province, which was 
very inflenificant, will become very important. 
It is fupphed with every advantage that may in; 
furc it’s profpcriiy. It’s pafiures arc proper for 
the breeding of cattle, and it’s lands for the cul-* 
tivation of corn, and cfpccially for the growing 
of flax and hemp. ‘ There are few coafts known 
to b? fo favourable for long fifhencs, and it’s 
boats can with cafe perform Ihvcn voyages to the 
great bank of Newfoundland, while thofe of New 
England can only perform five, and with a great 
deal ot difficulty. The Englifh iflands will fur- 
niffi it with a certain, cafy, and almoft cxclufivc 
mart for it’s mcrchandife. 

TntRE can be no fear of any invafion, bccaufc 
llahifax, which was formerly defended only by a 
few batteries properly or improperly placed, is at 

1- iB.TSvl. » 


prefent 
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prcfcnt rurrounded by -good fortifications which bo^o k 


™ New-Encland' like the mother-country, has 

ngSLdUrclfbymanyaasofvmleneetandhas^ 

been aauated by the fame turbulent rp.nt- lt,„j. 
took it’s rife in troublefome 
fant (late tvas difturbed with many dreadful com- 
StonT It was difeovered in the begmn.ng of 
thclaft century.' and 

no Europeans fettled there till the y .• n’ 

The Brft colony, which was Weak 
ed, did not fuccecd, and for fome 
there were only a few ° 

at times in the fummer, hmlt thcmlelves P 
rary huts for the fake of ^^Xf 

and like tbei, X"] 

the vear. Fanaticifm, which had ocpopulatcd 
AmeVica to the fouth, was dellincd to repcople it 

InTe north Some Englilh Ptelb>.e,n,ns. ,who 

had been driven from them oun «“""?> ““ 
had taken refuge in Holland, that 

lum of liberty, refolved to found 
their feft in the new hcmifphetc. They the t 

fore purchafed, in i6ai. the «c«^not 

hDi Norih-Virgiula company : 
reduced to fuch a Uateof poverty, as 
ed to wait till profperity became the reward 

'’“o.t'Sreth of September iGai. thoy 
ed at Plymouth, to the number of X-h whd 
under the guidance ot p ^ 

‘iuai‘r“ ot aaSL?^ Th^’;- landrat^the 

cl»l"cnteV<:"'«c5w 

ed a very melanclmly profpea to 
haufted w.th the fatigues of their v o) age. Nca^ 
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BOO Konc half pcrifhcd dthcr by cold, the feurvy, or 
diflrefs j the reft were kept alive, by that ftrcngih 
of charafter which they had acquired under th? 
petfccuuon of cplfcopal tyranny. 'But their cou- 
.rage was beginning to droop, when it was revived 
by the arrival of fixty favage warriors,* who came 
to them in the fpnng, headed by their chief. 
Breedom. Teemed to exult that flie had thu^ 
brought together from the extremities of the 
World two' fuch d^rent colonies ; who immedi- 
ately entered into a reciprocal alliance of friend- 
ihip and proieftion. The old inhabitants allign- 
cd for ever to the new ones all the Jands in the 
neighbourhood of the fcitlcmcnt theyhad formed 
under the name of New.Plymouth j and one of 
the favages, who underilood a little Englifli, ftay- 
ed to teach them bow to cultivate the maize, and 
in(lru£l them in the manner of hfhing upon their 
coaft. . * ' 

This humanity enabled the colony to wait for 
the companions they cxpeCled from Europe, with 
feeds, with domeflic animals, and with every af- 
fiftance they wanted.’ At firft the fcttlcmcnt ad- 
vanced but flowly, fince in 1629, it contained 
no more tbair three hundred perfons : but the 
perfeemion of the Puritans, which incrcafcd daily 
in England, baftened the augmentation of their 
number in America. Such multitudes of them 
arrived the following year, that it became nepef- 
fary to difpcrfc them. The colonies which they 
eftablilhcd formed the pro\ince of hlaflachufctt’s 
Bay. The colonicR of New Hampfliire, Conncc'- 
ticut, and of Rhode Ifland, foon {prang up from 
this fcttlcmcnt, and thefe were fo many feparatc 
ilatcs, each of winch obtained from the court of 
I.nndoa a diftinft chancr, ' 

’ * Tae 
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The blood of, martyrs, hath ever been in .allB o^o IC 
laces, and at all times, a fourcc of profclj tdm. . — ^ 
t few ecclcfiaftics only, deprived of tlmir ben^ 
ices on account of their opinions, had at hrlt 
laffed into America, and a few obfeure fcaaties, 
vhole new tenets attrafked numbers fronv among 
he people. The emigrations became gradually 
note common amonglf other olat&s of citizens, 
ind in procefs of time men of the firih rank, who 
had been drawn into Purttanifm by ambition, 
humour, or confcicnce, thought of f«urmg o 
thcmfelves an afylum in thofe diRant ohmates. 

They had caufed houfes to be built, and lands to be 
cleared, with a view of retiring there, if their en- 
deavours in the caufe.of civil and religious liberty 
fliould prove abortive. The farnc fanatical (pint 
that hid introduced anarchy into 
country, kept <h= to'ony h/d^‘"v ‘ 

tion, or raiher a feverity of manners, had the 

fame effea as laws drived neace.F«™»f 

The inhabitants of New-England lived peace 
ably for fome time without thinking of felllilig„,„,^ 
their felicity upon a firm bafis. Not ' at ‘ icir 
charter had not authorized them to cfiabl Ih any,^j_ 
mode of government they might chufe, but thcle 
cmhufiafts did not think of it; and government 
did not pay fuScient attention 
them to fecurc their own tranquillity. At lcn„th 
they grew fenfible of the necellity 
confillcncy to their colony. At this 
was agreid, that tbctc (lioujd be an ^emb y 
holdetl every year, the depotjes of »>nch hould 
be chofen by the people, m whidi none but ihofc 
who were member, of 
have a feat, and ov er vduch a chi^ was to 
without any diltina amhonty. Two 
regulations w eie at the fame umc made . 
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BOOK ftatcd the price of corn, and by the fccond the 
xvii. lavages were deprived of all the lands which they 
’ — ^ 'ihould not cultivate; and‘, all Europeans were 

prohibited, under a heavy penalty, to fell tbeni 
any ftrong liquors or warlike ftorcs. 

The national council were charged with the 
regulation of public afiairs. They were alfo ob- 
liged to determine upon all fuits, but by the 
lights of rcafon alone, and without the alTidancc 
or embarraflinenw of any code. 

Neither were any criminal laws inditutedj 
but tliofe' of the Jews were adopted. Witchcraft, 
blafphcmy, adultery, and falfc teflimony, were 
punilhed with death. Children, who were fo un- 
natural as to Rrike, or to curfe the authors of 
their being, drew upon thcmfclvcs the fame pu- 
nilhmcnt. AU perfons who were dcicftcd either 
in lying, drunkennefs, or dancing, were ordered 
to be publicly whipped; and amufements were 
forbidden equally with vices and crimes. Swear- 
ing, and the violation of the fabbath, were ex- 
piated by a heavy fine. Another indulgence al- ^ 
* lowed, was, to atone by a fine for a ncglefl of 

prayer, or for uttering a ra(h oath. 

It is alfo known, that government forbad, on 
pain of death, the Puritans to worlhip images ; 
and that the fame^punifiimcnt was decreed againR 
Eoman Catholic priefis, who Iliould return into 
the colony after having been banilhed. 

Faniti- The unfortunate members of the colony, ’who, 
than their brethren, ventured to deny 
raUnau«s the cocrcivc power of the magiftratc in matters 
fejeW* ®f *‘shgio”*"crcthc objefts of pcrfccution. This 
W35 confidered as bJatpiiemy by chore very divtnes 
who had rather cbofeu to quit their country than 
to (hew any deference to epifcopal authority. 
By that natural propcnfity of the human heart, 

‘ which 
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whicli leads' men from the love of independence 
lo that of tyranny, they bad changed their 
nions as they changed the cUuiatc j and only 
fcciucd to arrogate Irccdom of thought to them- 
fcl\C3, in order to deny it to others. 1 his fydem 
of intoleration was fupported by the fcrviccs of the 
law, which attempted to put a flop to every diner- 
cnee in opinion, by inflifting* capital puniflimcnt 
on all who diffeutcil. ’ Thofc who were either con- 
viflcd, or even fofpcilcd of entertaining fentiments 
of toleration, were e.\pofcd to fuch cruel OPP^*^** , 
hons, that they were forced to fly from their nrlt 
afyluni, and feeU refuge in another Icfs expofed to 
difturhanccs. . - ;* . ' . , ..r tc 

Tuts intemperate religious zeal extended melt 
to tnaiters in thcmfelvcs of. the greatclc indifFcr- 
ence. A proof of ibis is found in the following' 
public declaration, tranfcribed from the regiflcrs 
of the colony; T 

“ It is a circumftance univcrfellyacknowledg- 
“ cd, that the cuRom of wearing long hair, alter 
‘ the manner of immoral perfons and of the- la- 
^ 'V’agc 'Indians, can only have been introduced 
‘ into England, but in facrilcgious contempt ot 
‘ the exprefs command of God,\vho declare, that 
" it is a fliameful praflicc for any man who has 
the Icaft care of his foul' to wear |ong hair. 
As this abomination excites the indignation ot 
“ all pious perfons-, we, the. magiftrates, m our 
“ zeal for the purity of the faith, do cxprcisly, 
“ and authcnticaily declare, that 'we condemn 
“ the impious cuftom of letting the hair grow j a 
“ cuftom which we look upon to be very indecent 
“ and diflionefl, which horribly difguifes men, 

** and is offenfive to ‘modcR and fober- perils, 

« in as much as it corrupts good manners, 
.“.therefore, bcins'juflly mcenfed againft this 

VOL-.V. 
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B o o fcandalous cuftom, do dcfirc, advifc, and caf- 
» ncftly rcquell all the elders of Our. coniincnj, 

'* zcaloufly to Ihcw their avcrfion from ilus odious 

pra£l»cc, to exert all their power to put a flop 
to it, and cfpecially to take care that the mem* 

" ,bcrs of their churches be not infefted with it ; 
^•'in order that thofc' perfons, who, notwith* 
“ Handing thefe rigorous prohibitions, and the 
“ means of corrcflion, that fiiall be ufed on this 
** account, diall ftUl pcrfift in this cuflom, may 
“ have both' God and man at. the fame time 
“ againft them.** ' 
Thu Icvcrity> which a' man cxcrcifes againfl. 
himfclf, or againH his fcHow-crcaturcs, and which 
makes him firft the viflim, then the oppreffor, 
foon exerted itfclf againH the Quakers. • They 
were whipped, bammed, and imprifoned. ‘The 
jiroud rimplicity of thefe new enthufiafts, who in 
the midft of tortures and ignominy praifed God, 
and called for blcffings upon men, infpired re- 
verence for their perfons and opinions,* and gained 
them a number of*profclytes. This circumftancc 
' exafperated their pcrfccutors, and hurried them 
on to the mod atrocious a£ls of violence. * They 
caufed five of them, who had returned clandcf* 
lincly' from banilhmcnt, to be hanged. It feetned . 
as if the Enghfti had tome- to America to exercife 
upon their own countrymen the fame cruelties the 
■ Spaniards had ufed againfl; the Indians; whether 
■It was that the change of climate had rendered the 
Europeans more ferocious; ort that the fury of 
religious zeal can only be extlnguiflied in tbc-dc* 
ftruftion of' it*s apoftles and it’s martyrs. This 
f^irit of i ^ n d ecuyino. wa.'v, Wkws.’: , ^n. lift 
fed* by the interpofmon of the mother-country, 

. from whence it had been biought. - 

A pCOPLKj 



THE EAST AND .WEST, INDIES. ^35, 

A PEOPLE, whofe chitaaer was naturally dif-B 0^0 K 

pofcd to melancholy, were become gloomy — > 

Hern. The blood of their, monarch was ftiU be- 
fore them. S'ome of them .lamented m 
this great affaffinatlon, others would willingly 

have celebrated it as a feUival, The 

divided between two violent parties. , n 
hand revenge was meditated ■, on the; other, it 
was endeavoured to prevent it by informations, 
which were always followed yby e.vilc, ‘"'Flfc"- 
ment, or capital punilliment. . K'C'P'-o”'- ” ‘- 

truft prevailed between fathers and children, and 

■ .between friends. The fufpicious tyrant vvas fur- 
■ rounded by furpicious courtiers, who kept up ms 
apprehenfions either to raife themMyes to the 
high poHs of. the (late, or to eitpcl 

Obreure citizens, perpetually “‘"5? 

polar terror. At length Cromwell d'ftpptared. 

Emhuriafiti, hypocrlfy. and 

compofed Ms chara£ter ; faaions, rebellions, and 

profcrlprioiis were all buried with him, and E g- 

land began to have the profpea of 

Charles thcSccond, at hts reltoratmn, >n‘t“dibecd 

among his fubjefts a focial turn, a ta 
tivial pleafures and diverfions, and 
amoremems he had been engaged rn wh'le he v a 
travelling from one court to another J - f ’ 
to endeavour to regain 'hoarown which hts father 
had loft upon a feaffold. The P'°P“Sators of his 
' princinlcs were a multliude of women of gallan- 
«v of eQ«upt fttvourllc.. and licentious men of 
. wf; In f Ihmt time he brought on a general 
:hangi‘’o? manners i.and^nothing but fueh a re- 
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b'o o k volution couM^poffibly have fecurcd the. tranquil- 
XME j|jy Qf j^-,g government upon a throne ftainedjwitb 
^ blood. He was one of tbofc> -voluptuaries, whom 
- the love of' fenfual plcafures fometimes excites to 
fentiments of compaffion and humanity. Moved 
with the fufferings of the Quakers, he put a hop to 
them by a proclamation in i66i ; but he was ne- 
ver able totally to extinguiflj the fpirit of perfccu- 
tion that prevailed in America.' . ‘ 

“ Thl colony had placed at their head Henry 
Vane, the>fon of. that Sir- Henry Vane, who 
had fuch a remarkable fliarc in the difturbances of 
his country. This obftinate and enthufuftic youog 
man, in every thing xefcmbling his fatber, unable 
cither to live peaceably himfclt, or to fulfer others 
to remain ’quiet, had contrived to revive the ob- 
feure and obfolctc queftions of grace and free 
will. The difputes upon thefc points ran very 
high, and would probably have plunged the co- 
lony into a ctviFwar, if'fevcral of the favage na- 
tions united, had not happened at that very time 
to fall upon the- plantations of the difputanls, and 
to maftacrc great numbers of them. ^Thc colonifts, 
heated with their theological conlclls, paid at firft 
very httlc attention to this confiderablc iofs. 
the danger at length became fo urgent and fo ge- 
neral; that all took up artns.t “As foon as the 
enemy was rcpulfcd, the colony refumed it*3 for- 
mer diflenfions; and this phreiizy manifeded ufclf 
in iGga, by fuch airouous afts of violence, as 
were fcarce ever recorded in hidoryi 

There lived in a town of New England, called 
Salem, two young wmincn, who were fubjeck to 
convuldons, accojnp.inicd with extraordinary 
fvmptoms. Their father, minidcr of the churclj» 
thought that they were bewitched j and having 
in confcqucncc call his fufpicions upon an f^* 
‘ ~ » dian 
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dian ,girl, who lived in bis /houfe, he compelled G o o ic 
her by harfli treatment taconfefs that Ihc was a ‘ 

witch. .'Other.worucn upon hcaiingthis, fcduccd 
by the plcafurc of exciting the public attention, 
immediai^y believed that the convulfions which 
proceeded only from the nature of their fex, w'crc 
owen to the fame caufc. Three citizens, cafu- 
aily named, were immediately thrown into pri- 
/on," acculcd of witchcraft, hanged, and their 
bodies left expofed to wild beads and birds of* 
prey. A few da)S after, lixtccn other perfoiis, 
together -with a counfcllor, who becaufc he re- 
iufed to plead againft them, was fuppofed to 
ihare in their guilt, fudcrcd in the fame manner. 

From, this inftant, the imaginadon of the muUi- 
tndewas inOamed with thefe horrid and gloomy 
feencs. ‘The innocence of youth, the infirmities 
of age, virgin modefty, fortune, honour, \irtuc, 
and the molt dignified employments of the ftate, 
were no fecurity againft the.furpicions of a people 
infatuated with vifionary fupcrlUuon. Children^ 
often years of age were put to death, young* 
girls were ftnpped naked, and the marks of,' 
Witchcraft fcarchcd for upon their bodies w'ith the 
.moft indecent curiolity j thofc fpots of the fcuri y 
which age impreOes upon the bodies of old men, 
were taken for evident fignsof the infernal power. 
Faiiatlcifiii, wickcdncfy and vengeance united, 
felcfled their iiclims at plcafurc. In default of 
witnefles, torments were employed to extort con- 
fefiions dictated by the executioners ihcmfelves. 

If the magiftratcs, tired, with- csccuiions, re- 
fufed to pujijfli, they were thcnifelies accufed of 
the crimes they tolerated, die \cry mmifters of 
religion ravfcd falfe witnciTcs againlhthem, who 
made thciuTorfcit wuh their lues the tardy re- 
raorfe excited in them by humanity. Dreams, 

appa- 
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B o o Kapparitions, terror and conftcrnation,' of' every 
^ xvil. incrcafcd thefe prodigies of folly and horror.. 

prifonVv/crc filled, the gibbets left Handing, 
and ‘all the citizens involved in glooniy appre- 
henfions. The moll prudent, quitted a country 
ftained with the blood of it*s inhabitants ; and 
thofe that remained ‘wiflicd -only for peace in the 
grave. ^In a word, nothing Icfs than the total and 
immediate fubverfion of the colony was expelled, 
.•’when on a Hidden, in ilie height of the ftorm, the 
waves fubfided, and a calm enfued. All eyes were 
opened at once, and the excefs of the evil awak- j; 
ened'thc minds which it had at firft ftupified. 
Bitter and painful remorfe was the immediate 
confequcnce j the mercy of God was implored by 
a general fall, and public prayers were oficred 
up to alk forgiveuefs for the prefumption of hav. 
ing'fuppofed that heaven' could have been pleafed 
with facrlfices with which It could only have been 
offended. ' ' ' ’ ^ * 

» 'PosTfERiTV will, probably,* never know cxafllv 
jwhat was the caufe'or remedy of Jhis dreadful dii- 
ordcr. It had, perhaps, it’s firftorigin in the me- 
lancholy, which thefe pcrfccutcd cnthufiafls had 
brought with"' them from their own 'country, 
■which had mcrcafcd with the feurvy they had 
contrafled at fca, and had gathered frefli ftrength 
.from the vapours and exhalations of a foil newly 
broken up, as well as from the inconveniences 
and hardihips infeparable from a change of cli- 
mate and manner of living. The contagion, 
however, ceafed like all other'cpidcmical dillcm- 
pers., exhauftedhy c'a'mTO.^sv.ve•^.^,vov^•, i^all 

the difordcrs of the imagination arc expelled in the 
tranfports of a delirium. *A pcrfefk calm fuc- 
cccdcd this agitation ; and' the Puritans of New 

’ ' ' ■ ‘ - England 
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England liavc- never fince been rcizcd with 

gloomy a fit of ci^hufiafm. . • , ' * 

^ But thougli the colony has L%s 

feculing fpirit which hath ftamed all re *S ^ 

with blend, it hna preferved feme ftrong m tha o. 
that fanatic', fm and ferocioufiiefs which ‘ t 

nalized the melancholy days m wine 

'‘^Tkf. fmall.pott, which is .lets frequent, huj 
mote deftrnaive, in America than.it is in Jurop^ 
occafioned, in lyai. inexpKdi 
province of Maffachufett s Bay. order to 

fuggefted.the idea of inoculation. In ord^o 

prove the efficacy, of this ^“5? ^ i-tcj bis 

»■ ,, 

was ^“,J‘‘aKn"d 

with coinhuftible materials. , . . 

Thc moll reafonable among the citizens were 
not difgufted with, there atrocious nas; and the, 
indignation was ezerted rather =8“'"^ 
fpints. who were'aecufed °.f F=f“""S "'op o 
of man io the care of P'ovidcncc. Fho pcopm 
were confirmed by thefe^xtravag „hich 

in the refolution of tejeamg a "““'I’ ;n, 

mfurrcQion, ordered W . pufillanimity. 

SfpS'mV.'Sectarlnoculatlon drngerons. ^ h 
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O Kwas prohibited by a bill; which was received ^yith 
unparalleled applaufc, ' > ^ ' 

' * EuROPtlANS, y6u feel your hair rifing on your 

heads; you fliudder with horror; and )OU have 
forgotten the obflacles winch this* falutary prac- 
tice met with among yoiirfelves; andyou do not 
-confider, that two hundred ^ycars ago you would 
have, committed the fame outrages. i\cknow- 
Icdgc therefore the important ferviecs you have 
received from the progrefs of fcicnce ; and enter- 
tain that rcfpc^l and gratitude for the promoters 
of it, which you owe to ufeful men who have 
preferved you from fo many crimes, which igno- 
rance and fupcrftition would otherwifehavc made 
you commit. ■< . , 

• - _A FEW years after, a new fccnc was exhibited, 
flUl more atrocious. • For a long time paft an 
odious reward had been granted in tbefe pro- 
vinces, to fuch of thc,colonifls as Ihould put an 
Indian to death. ’’This- reward was incrcafcd in 
1714 to 1250. livrcs*. John Lovewell, encou- 
raged by fo confiderablc a premium’, formed a 
confpiracy of men as ferocious as himfelf, to go 
in queft of the favages. One day he difcovcrcd 
ten of them quietly fleeping round a large- fire. 
He murdered them, earned their fcalps to Boftoo, • 
and received the promifed reward. After this* 
have you, ye Anglo-Americans, any reproaches 
to make to the Spaniards? Ha^e they ever done, 
or could they pofiibly ever do, any thing more 
inhuman? And yet you were men, civilized men, 
anti you boafted of being Chnftians. No, you 
were rather monllers, fit to be exterminated; you 
were monfters, againlt whom a league that might 
have been formed, would hat e been Icfs criminal 
than the one that Lovewell formed againll the 
favages. • . , 

[The 


*9ll »J- 



^ IN THE EAST AND VyEST INDIES’.- . 

[The amhor here introduces the ftory of Polly B o^o ic 

Baker, who was brought before the magiftratcs,, — ^ 

and conviaed the fifth time ofhaving had a ballard 
child. He gives the fpeech fhe is Hid to h»ve made . 
on tins occafion at full length. But as this fpeech 
is in the hands of every Enghlh reader, the tranf- 
lator has judged it unneceffary to focll his tranf- 

lationwith it. - The author’s reafoning upon it is 

as follQws^.]^ch produced an affcHing <=''“2= 

the minds of all the audience. She was no' “"'y 
acquitted of either P™!J‘y 'T' 

incnt, but her triumph was fo complete, 
of her judges married her. So fuper.or is the 
voice of reafon to all the powers of fiud.ed elq. 

Quence. But popular prejudice has refumed it s 

uifluencei whether it be, that the.tepterentalions 
of nature alone are often p 

to political advantages, or to 
cieiv: or that, under the Enghlh government, 

■whc\e cchbacy.is not enjoined by rebgion, there 
h lefs exSor an illicit commerce hetween thp 

fties, than in thofe countries 

vie nobility, luxury, ^ j ,l' rfmrcb 

ous example given by the court and the church, 
^U^ucur in degrading and corruptmg the mar- 
tied Hate, in rendering it burdenfomc. 

New ExoEA.sn has foinc remedy againlt bau 
laws in Tim conaitnrron of it’s mq.ber.eoun.ry, 

'’“Ti'tir colony, 'bounded on the North byCa-Ej.e-. 

I ♦Viv \Vcft bvl^cw Tork, and on 

|l%rd'sou.rb"yNLa Scolia and the^cean.esu.u.. 
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C extends full three hundred miles along the fca* 
coafts,-and upwards of fifty miles in the inland 
parts. ^ ‘ t j - } ’ 

The clearing of the. lands is not direfted by 
’ chance as in the other provinces. This matter 
^’from the firft was fubjcfkcd to laws which arc- 
i flill ' rcligioufly obferved. No citizcii whatever 
has the liberty of fettling even upon unoccupied 
land. The government, defirous of preferving 
all it’s members from the inroads of the favages, 
and of placing them In ^ a condition to {hare in 
the protedion* of a* wclUrcgulatcd focicty, hath ' 
ordered that whole villages Ihould be farmed 
at once. As foon as fixty families offer to build 
a church, maintain a clergyman, and pay a fchool- • 
mader, the general afiembly allot them a fitua* 
tion, and permit them to have two reprefentatives 
in the legiflative body of the colony. The dif- 
trid aflign'ed them always borders upon the land 
already cleared, and. generally contains fix.thou> 
fand fquarc acres.' Thcfe new people chufethc 
fuuation moR convenient for their , habitation, 

* which is ufually of a fquarc figure. The church 
is placed in the center; the cblonifls divide. the 
land among ihcmfclvcs, and'cacK inclofcs'his 
property with aihcdgc. Some woods arc referved 
for a common. It is thus that New England is 
conftamly enlarging it’s territory,* though it (till 
continues to make one complete and welkconfii' 
tuted province. h . - 

Though the colony be fituated in the midd of 
the temperate zoDe,.yct the climate is not fo mild 
as ihat of Tome' European provinces, which are 
under the fame parallel of latitude. The winters 
arc longer and colder; the fuinmers {hotter and 
hotter. The fky is commonly clear, and the ram* 
mofc plentiful than lading. The air has grown 

purer 
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purer fince it’s circulation has been made free by B o o K. 
cutting down the woods'; and malignant vapours, 
which at firft carried off fomc of‘ the inhabitants/ 
arc no longeficamplaincdof. ' ,•* 

The country is'dividcd*-into four provinces, 

“which at firft. had no cemneftion with onc.another. 

‘ The ,ncccOity of maintaining an armed' force 
againfl: the favages, obliged them to form a con- 
federacy in '1643, when they took the name of 
thCj, United Colonics. In confcqucncc of’ this 
leagucj' two. deputies from each eftablifiimcnt 
ufed w meet in a hated place, to deliberate upon 
the common affairs of New England, according 
' to the ‘inftrufkions they had received -from the 
aifcnibly by which they were fenr. This affbcia- 
\tion'tvras not in* any manner repugnant to the 
right which each of* it’s members bad, to' aS in 
every refpefl as he chofe. 

They were almoff as much independent of 
the mothcfcountry. When the fctilcmcnl was 
allowed to be made, it had been agreed that their 
code of'lawsftiould not contradifl, in anyTcPpeft; 
the IcgiJlaiion of the mother-country ; that ‘the 
judging of any capital crime committed upon 
thcjr territory, Ihould be referved for it ; and 
’ that their whole trade iliould be centered in it’s 
ports. None of tliefc engagements were fulfilled ; 
and other obligations, of lefs importance, ncrc 
equally ncglcflcd.* Thcrfpmt of rcpubUcamfm had 
already acquired fo great an infiucncc,.as to prc> 
ventthefe arrangements from being confidcrcd as 
* binding. The colonifts UinUcd their fubmifiion to 
the acknoviilcdglrg; in a vague manner^ the king 
of England to be their fovcrcign. 

• Massachuse-tt, thcmoftlloutifliingof thefour 
provinces, ‘indulged ttfcif in greater liberties than 
the others,- and did il openly. Ibis haughty be* 

haviour 
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BOO icha^jour drew flic refentment of Charles IH upon 
X\ll them. In 168 1, this monarch took away thu 
^ charter which had been granted to them by hia 

father. He cRabliflied 'an ilrnoft-Oarbitrary go- 
vernment, and^ ventured to levy taxes for Ins 
own ufc. Cerpotifin did not dccreafe under Ins 
fucccflbr- Accordingly, on tlic firft intelligence 
of his being dethroned, his deputy was atccRcd, 
put m irons/ and fent back to kuiope. 

William UI. though >crv well faiisficd with* 
this ardent zeal, did not rpuorc to the 
chufets their ancient privileges, according to 
their defires, and, perhaps, to their wiftics. It 
IS true that he rcRorcd them a charter, but a 
charter •which was m nothing rcfcmbhng llm 
firft. " . • 

Bv the new charter, the governor appointed by 
the court, was to be mponenion of the exclufive 
right of convening, proroguing, or dilTolving the 
national aiTembly. It was he alone who could 
give a fandion to the Jaws that were decreed, and 
to the ta«s impofcd by the aflcmbly. The no- 
mination of every milirar) cmplo>mcni trclongcd 
to this commandant. It was he alUfted by the 
council, who 'ippomted the raagdlrntcs.* 'Hie 
other lefs important places could not be difpofed * 
of without lus confem. ^hc public treafury was 
never opened but by Ins order, confirmed by the 
concurrence of the council. His authority was 
hhcwifc cMended to fome other matters, winch 
put a great rcflraint upon liberty. Conncfiicut and 
llhodc Ifland, by a timely fubmiflion, prevented 
the pnniihincnt the province of MafTachufett's Bay 
had incurred, and retamed thefr original charter. 

*1 hat of New Hainpfiiirc had been alwajs regu- 
lated by the Tame mode of adminiftration'‘as tlie 
province of IVlafiachufett% Bay. The fame go- 
vernor 
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Ycrnor prcfidcd over ,tbc four prQvinccs :;but wjihB 0 0 K 
regulations adapted to the conftitulion of. cacK > 
colony^ . . . 

According to an account publifhcd by the 
general congrefs of tlie Engliih American conti- 
nent* there arc four hundred tboufaud inhabitants 
at Maflachufett’s Bay j one hundred and ninety- 
two thoufand at Connc<Sicut; one. hundred and 
fifty thoufandat New Hampfliirc; and fifty-nine 
tboufaud fix hundred^aod fevcnty-cigbt at Riiodc 
Ifland ; 'which forms, in this fculcmcnt alone, a 
population of cighty-one. thoufand fix . hundred 
and fcveniy-cight fouls. . . ; /. 

.. This great multiplication of men, fliould feem 
toarife Iroman excellent foil; but this is not the 
cafe. I All . the’ ccunfrics, ’except feme parts of 
Conncfticul, were originally covered with pine 
trees and, confcqucnily, arc either entirely bar- 
ren, .or not very ferule. None of the European 
feeds thrive there; and their produce hath never 
been fulBcicnt. for the nourilhment of it's inha- 
bitants. They have aUvays'bccn obliged to live 
upon'inaizc, or to dra\7 part of their fubfirtcncc 
from circwhcrc,- Accordingly, though the coun- 
try be generally •Ncry fit for the culture of fruit 
and of vegetables, and for the breeding of cattle, 
yet the country places arc not the moft intcrcfting 
part of thofc regions. It is upon coafis fur- 
rounded with rocks, but which arc favourable to 
fiOfing, that tlic population hath augmented, ac- 
tivity hath incrcafcd, and cafy circumfiances are 
become general. 

This sinfunicicncy of the harvefls, ought to 
have «cited indullry in New England fooncr, 
and more parficuVarty, tWnVn Vbe rcTt oJ the con- 
^tinent. Several flilps were even conftrufted there 
for foreign navigators,. the materials for which, 

. . - . 1 at 
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D o o K at prcfcnt fo fcarcc an^ fo cxpcnfivej were, for rC 
X'lt. long time, common'and cheap. The facility of 
’ procuiing beaver Ikins, cccafioncd the cilabUflf 

ing of u confidcrablc bat nianufaftor)V Cloths 
were alfo made of flax and hemp ;*and with the 
fleeces of their flocks, the colony fabricated fluffs, 
which arc coarfc but ftrong. 

To tliefc manufafturcs, which may be called 
national, another branch of induftty was added, 
fuppotted by foreign materials.’ Sugar yields a 
refiduum, known by the name of fyrop, or mo- 
laffcs. The people of New England went to fetch 
it from the Well Indies, and ufed it at firft juft 
as it was, for various purpofes. At length the 
idea of dlflilling itfuggcftcdUfclf to them. They 
fold a prodigious quantity of tills rum to the 
neighbouring favages ; to the men employed in 
the cod.filhcry,- and to all the northern pro- 
vinces they even carried it to the coafts of 
Africa, where they- difpofcd of it with confidcra- 
blc advantage, to the £ng!iih employed in the 
putchafe of (laves, ' 

This branch of trade, and other circumflances, 
enabled the inhabitants of New England to ap- 
propriate to ihemfclvcs part of the commodities, 
both of South and of North America. The ex- 
changes between thefe two regions, which are fo 
ncccffaiy to them both, paifed through their 
hands ; and they became, m feme mcafure, bro- 
kers, as the HoUandets, of the New World. * 
The greateft refourcc of thefe provinces,' how- 
ever, always was the fiflier) ; which was very 
confiderable, even upon their own coafts. A pro- 
digious quantity of boats is fecn m every river, 
bay, or- port, which ^arc employed in catching 
falmon, flurgeon, cod, and other kinds of fifti, 
.which arc all flfld to 'advantage.^ ' 
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, Macserci. is caught principally at the mouih book 
of the Pcntagouct, which empties itfclf in Fundy, , , 

6r French Bay^ at the extremity of the colony. In 
fpring, and in autumn, fourteen or fifteen hun- 
dred boats, and two thoufand five hundred men, 
arc employed in this fifhery. ' 

The cod fifltery is ftiil more advantageous to 
New England. . It*s numerous ports fend, out 
annually five hundred vcflcls, of fifty tons bur- 
den, the crews of which amount to four chou- 
fand’men. They catch at Icaft two hundred and 
fifty thoufand quintals of cod. 

Taest colonics employ themfclvcs likewife in 
the whale fiihery. Before the year 1763, New 
England carried on this filbery in the Gulph of 
Florida, in March, ^prli, and May ; and to the 
eafi of the GreatBankof Newfounaland, in June, 

•July, and Auguft. There were no more than one 
hundred and tiventy floops, each of feventy tons 
burden, and fiMcen hundred iailors, fent out for 
.this purpofc at that time. In 1767, this fifiicry 
employed feven tlioufaud two hundred and ninety 
Tailors. Let us tn> cAigate the caufes of this con- 
fidcrablc inctcafc. 

Grlat Britain was for a long time agitated 
with the defire of Iharing the whale fiihery with 
tbcX)utch. In order, to fuccecd in this, towards 
the laucc^cnd of the reign of Charles Il.-thc in- 
habitants of that kingdom were difeharged from 
paying any duly to the cuUom-houfe, upon the 
produce. arifing from, the filli which they (hould 
obtain, from the .Northern Scat but this in- 
dalgcncc ivas not extended to the co/omes, 
who .were obliged to pay a duty of 56 hvres 
5 fols * tor e^c^y ton of oil and of whalebone, at 


6 ,. ifJ. 
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BOOKthcir entrance into the mother-country; tins 
xvii. only dmuuiUtcd bygone half, when 

'''’^thclc articles were imported oo' Enghih bot- 
toms. « t ^ - . 

To this tax, which was already too burden* 
fome, another was added in 1699, of 5 fols i 
7 denjcrs * for every pound weights of whale- 
bone; which bore equally upon America and 
upon Europe. -This new tax. produced fuch 
fatal confequcnccs, that it was found ncccilary to 
fupprefs It m 17^3 ; but it was only taken oIFfor 
the whales caught in Greenland, in Davis’s 
Streights, or im the adjoining Teas. Thcfilhcry 
on the Northern continent hill remained fubjed 
to the new, as wcllas the old-duty. ; 

The mimftry, pciceiving that theexemption of 
the duty was not fufliclcut to excite the emulation 
of the Englifli, bad recourfe to encouragement?. 
In 173a, a gratuity of aa hvres loTolsf nas 
givert; and fixteen years after, another of 45^ 
livrcs ] for every ton conxejed by the ftiips em- 
ployed in this important fiflicry. • This gencrofity 
of government produced part of tlic good elFcds 
which were expefted from it.’ Grcat^-Britaiu, 
however, far from being ablfc to vie with their 
rivals in foreign markets, was flill, (obliged to 
purchafe annually to, the value of three or. four 
hundred thoufand hvres§‘of tram oil and whale- 
bone, I . ' . i 

Such was the ftaie of things, when the feas of 
North America, which belonged to the French, 
became an Enghfli poflTefiion at the laft peace. 
Immediately the Ncw-Eoglanders went there m 
.vivwitf'.'v tr&slcSf wdvviV vrrypiVmy*.'' 

* About ad ;hcce-&itiuBgs + iSs ed 

I il. 17s 6d. SFtojn i»,S00J. toi$,66el. lis.^d, 

■ ■ They 
'i 
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They were exonerated by parliament from Aes^o K 
duties which opprefled them ; and their indu ry 
became ftill more aSivc. It mull iiaturally*bc 
communicated to the neighbouring colonies , an 
it is probable that the United Provinces will, m 
procefs of time, be deprived of this important 
branch of their trade. ' . , « , . 

Thc whale fiQiery is earned on in the Gmph 



crews. Thefe rcafons muft giye to thc American 
continent advantages, which the eeconomy of the. 
Dutch will never be able to balance. The Eng- 

hOi of Europe themfelves hoped 

fuperlorlty with their colonitts, 

peaed to add to the ^ nf 

ry,thatwhieh.he^^^ 

•;o"e“I^rg“tor:;tMu:ntedDavis;.Strcigh,s 

or thc Greenland Teas. ^ r xt Tr« Ur>A 
Thu vendible produaions of New.Englandare 
cod, train.oil, whales, tallow, cyder, fait mwts, 
maize, hogs and oxen, pot-afli, 

merchantmen and men of war, and all kinds ot 

woods.' Thc akzore Idands, Madeira, the Cana- 
ries, Portugal. Spam, Italy, Great Bntain. and 
prineipallv the Weft Indies, hitherto 
diefcarueles. In 1769, the united «PO'» »[ 
the four provinces amounted to i3,844>44o 
to fols = deniers *. But this colony received ha- 
bitually mote than it fent out, Rnce it was coa- 

• .Alu-itSSS.Sl'bS'-V’-'^”'^'^*'- 

Vot.. V. G g . 
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K ftantly indebted twcmy*four or twenty-five mil- 
lions of llvrcsf to the mother-country. 

SoMB flnps arc difpatched from every one of 
the extremely numerous ports 'that arc onthefc 
^coafts. The principal voyages, however, from 
Conncfticut, arc undertaken atNcwhaven; thofc 
to Rhode-Ifland, at Newport; tliofc to Hamp- 
fhirc, at Portfmoulh ; and thofc to Mafiachufelt** 
Bay, at Bofion. 

This laft: city, which may be confidered as the 
capital of Ncw-England, is fituated on a penm- 
fula, four miles in length, at the bottom of the 
fine bay of Mafiachufet, which reaches about 
eight miles within land. The opening of the bay 
is Iheltcrcd from the impetuofity of the waves 
by a number of rocks which rife above the water, 
and by twelve fmall illands, moft of which arc 
inhabited. Thefedikes and natural ramparts will 
not allow more than three ihips to come in toge- 
ther. At the end of the laft century, a regular 
citadel, named Fort William, was cre&cd in 
of the iflands upon this narrow channel. It is 
defended by a hundred pieces of cannon of the 
largeft fize, and very well placed. A league 
further on, is a very high light houfc, the fig- 
nals from which may be perceived and repeated 
by the fortrefs along the whole coafi, at the fame 
time that Bofton has her own light-houfes, which 
fpread the alarm to all the inland country. Except 
when a very thick' fog happens to prevail, which 
fomefiiips might take advantage of to flip into the 
iflands, the town, has alwavs five or fix hours to 
prepare for the reception of an enemy, and to af- 
fcmJyJe icit (hira/sad mtifCca, can ifc^ 

^cfted m four and twenty hours. If a flectfliould 
c^ er be able to pafs the artillery of Fort Wilham, 
+ Fromi,oeo,coBl to i.o+t ,3? 


It 
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it would infallibly b= ftopt by a couple of 

ties, which being etededto the north and fouth>__^ 

of the place, command the whole bay, 

give time for all the velfcls and commercial itores 

to be fhcltcred from cannqnnfliot m the river 

^Tilrbarbour of Bodonis fo rpacious, thatfuc 
hundred vclfels may anchor in it fafely and com- 
modioully. There is a magnificent pier con- 
fituacd, projeffing fplEciently into 
low the (hips to unload their goods 'vithout the 
affiftance of a lighter, and to dc^fit ‘*’0"' 
the watehoufes which arc ranged on the north 
fide. At the extremity of the pier, the town ap- 
pears built upon an uneven tctritoty, in for'" o‘ 
acrefeent round the harbour. Before the d f- 
turbances, it contained about thirty-five or for y 
thoufand inhabitants, I'^'^ous feels. The 
houfes, furniture, drefs, f^d, X ’ the 

toms ailid manners, were fo «afl K 
mode of hvmg m, London, that i 
poffible to find any other difference, ^ut 
which arifes from the greater numbers of people 

there arc in large capitals. , . „o[i,ct.Tb«D.td. 

Nbw-Esolaud, which refcmbles ‘‘7 fo„.dUi« 

countrv in fo many refpcQs, is contiguous coWof 
New!?ork. The lauer, bounded on lh= n., fai- 

ihj$ principal colony, and on the weft 
Jerfey, ocLp.es at firll a.very "“row fpao= of^s.,. 

twctjty miles along tbc fca-ihorc,. and 

enlarging, extends to the north abov 

artd nfiy miles up the country. , 

i;SE.U=va‘si”S;£; 

■ conCdcrable roer, to wtach he gave his ..a|^ j 
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R o 6 iCand after flightly reconnoitring the coafl:, returned 
jQ Amfterdam, from whence he had failed. A fc- 
^’“''"^cond voyage, undertaken by this adventurer, 
gave fomc belter idea of this favage country. 

According to the European fyftem, which 
never pays any attention to the people of the New 
World, this country fltould have belonged to the 
United Provinces. It was difeovered by a man 
in their fervice, who tookpolTeflion of it in t|icir^ 
name,* and gave up to them any pcrfonal right' 
he might have in it. His being an Englifliman 
did not in the Icall invalidate thefe uncontrovert- 
ible titles. It muft* therefore have occafioned 
great furprife, when James the Firfi; afferted his 
prctcnfions to it, upon the principle that Hudfon 
was bom his futyeSj as if any man*s country 
.was not that in which he earns his fubfillence; 
and indeed the king laid but a flight flrefs upon a 
pretenfion for which there was fo little foun- 
dation. ‘ ' 

The republic, who faw noihing in this pro- 
perty, which was no longer contefted with ibcro, 
except a fctllcmcnt for the trade of the beaver 
and other peltries, ceded it to the Weft India 
company. This focicty direScd all it^s attention 
towards thefe favage riches ; and in order to get 
as nearthem as pofEbIc, they caufedFort Orange, 
frnce called Albany, to be crefted upon' the bor- 
ders of Hudfon’s River, at the diftance of one 
hundred and fifty miles from the-^fca. It was 
there that the furs were brought to their agents, 
who gave in exchange to the Iroquois, fire-arms, 
and warlike ftorcs, to enable them to reftft the 
French, who were lately arrived in Canada. 

At that time Ncw'Belgia was nothing more 
' than a faSory. The city of Amfterdam became 
fcnfiblc that it would be a judicious thing to 

eftabtini 
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a colony in that part of the New World, b o o ^ 
and^ eafily obtained the cciHon of it, by giving ^^^ff^ 
700,000^ livres/ to the proprietors, 

- ThiiSe more extenfive views required other ar- 
rangements. The poft placed in tlic, neighbour- 
hood of the’ Five Nations was left (landing;* but 
It appeared ncceffary to eftablidi a more confider- 
ablc one op the mouth of the river, in the iflarid 
of Manahatan; and accordingly, New Amfter- 
dam was built ihcr^ Neither the' town, it*s ter- 
ritories, nor the reft of the province, were ever 
difturhed by the' neighbouring favages, fome of 
whouxwcre^too^wcak to make any attempts, and 
the others were perpetually at war with the 
French. This poffclTion, therefore,. was making 
a rapid progrefs, when it was vifued by an uncx.- 
pciiedjlorm. . . ' ‘ 

EycAANo, which had not at that time tbo/c'^twhae 
intimate cohneflions with Holland, which thcfJi*J' 
ambition and fuccefles of Lewis XIV. have nncewtutxoaa- 
given rife to between the two powers, hchcldg"*.^® 
with a jealous eye a fmall ftatc,*but lately formed mile 
in U*s tneighbourhood, extending ii*s fiourifliing‘^^f«i^“ 
trade to all parts of the world. She was inwardly xew Eel* 
incenfed at the idea of not being able to attain to su. 
an equality with a power which ought not even 
to have entered into a competition with, her. 

Thefe rivals in commerce^ as in nasigatlon, by 
their \igilancc and ccconomy, ruined her in all 
the great markets of the uniyerfe, and obliged 
her to aft only a fccondary part. Every ehort 
(lie made to cftablidi a competition ended either 
to her difadvantage or diferedit, while univcrfal 
commerce was evidently, concentraungliifclf in 
the moraJTcs of the republic. At length the na*- 

- i ' •• j 
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DOOKtion was routed by the difgracc of their tncr- 
^ 3CVII chants, and rcfolvcd to fecurc to them by force 
they could not obtain by their induftry. 
Charles if. notwithflanding his averfion for bufi- 
pefs, and his immoderate love of plcafurc, ea- 
gerly adopted a plan which gave him a profpeft 
of acquiring the riches of thofe diftant regions, 
together with the maritime empire of Europe 
His brother, more a£livc and more enterpnfing 
than hirafclf, encouraged him m thefe difpofi- 
tions , and with one confent, they ordered that 
the Jctllcnicnts and fliips of the Dutch (liould be 
attacked, without any previous declaration of 
war 

Hostilities begun m this manner arc both 
cowa dly and perfidious Tliey arc ihe adt of a 
herd of favages, and not of a civilized nation , of 
a dark afiafiln, and not of a warlike prmce No 
perfon v>ho puts any confidence m hts firength, 
and who bath any elevation of foul, will fur- 
pnfe a fiecpiog adverfary If any* one may be 
allowed to take advantigc of my fccurity, mav 
I not alfo avail rnyfcir of his ^ Such conduft 
compels both parties to be inccfiantly in arms , 
the Rate of war becomes permanent, and peace 
IS no more than a word, devoid of meaning 
*lhcrc IS either a juft reafon for attackyig an 
enemy, or there is none If there be none, the 
party that begins the attack is nothing more than 
a dangerous robber, agamftwhom all ought to 
unue, and whom they have a right to CMermi 
natc If, on the contrary, there be a reafon for 
commencing hoftilities^ u ought to be notified, 
Nothing can authorize the feizure of poflcflions, 
except the refufal to rcpairan -injury, or to reftore 
any thing that is ufurped Before you become 
the aggreffor, let the world be convinced of the 

injuftice 
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mjurtics that is done “f prcpiradons for, 
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cnt m, or the courag . • „ of YOur cotempo- 
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the capital of tvhKh f ' ^ colony -nude "o 
tummons, and the r_^ „gucft was infured to 
RTcatcc .refinance. * ^ ^ gut they 
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-Kcrc deprived f p^nce had fet thefe 

1673, when the jntngu ’ -j^ce, which, for 

two maiitime powers ,q t,c united, 

their mutual mterefts. “ S Englifii, in 

Afecond treaty agam reUcred 
the following =' [,'? dominion, hut as the 

^ ol t ting’s brother, who gate h.s 

this prince wtb fufficjcnt being exched Duke «f 
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agarnll their Por‘°”A' .,t,oMiad kept all thc„™ 

'» I"- “rog!lS“ 



456 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS^ AND TRADE 

BOO KlCnghlh who had joined (hem. The ^people, ac* 
culTomcd to liberty, became impatient under the 
^ yoke. Every thing feemed tending either to an 
mrurrcflion or to an emigration. Ihe commo- 
tion was put a flop to only in 1683, when the co- 
lony was invited to choofe rcprcfcntativcs, who 
might regulate in aflembhes what would be pro- 
per for it*s intercRs. * 

CoLoUEL Duncan, who was intruded with 
this bufmefs, was a man of a bold and extensive 
mmd. He did not confine himfclf, 1 ke thofc 
who had hitherto governed the province, to the 
ceding of lands to every perfon who offered to 
clear them , he alfo extended bis care to the Five 
Nations, which had been too much neglcfled by 
hit prcdeceflbre. The French were for ever cn- * 
deavounng to difumte thefe lavages, m hopes of 
enllaving them, and they had advanced this 
great pndertaking by means of the converts made 
by theic miffionaries. It was the bufinefs of 
England to difconcert this plan , but the Duke 
of xork, who had views of intcrcft diUtnfb from 
that of his country, waS defirous that ins deputy 
Ihould favour the execution of it. Duncan, 
though a Catholic, conftantly deviated from the 
plan that was traced out for hmi» and exerted his 
utmofl efforts to thwart a fyftem which appeared 
to him to be founded rather upon policy than re- 
ligion He even annoyed, by every pofliblc mea- 
furc, the nation that was the rival of his. ^nd 
Jhe memoirs of the times atteft, that he greatly 
retarded their progrefs 

Tae conduft of this able chief was different 
in the interior part of the colony. He encou 
raged, both from inclination, and m obedience 
to orders, the effabliftitnent of the families of 
his own and of bis princess rpligior\ This pro 

tcition 
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teftion vns accompanied with a kind of myfteryjB o o K 
‘but as Toon as James II. badafeended the throne, 
the collector of-tlie public revenueSj the prin-^ 
cipal officers, and a great number of citizens, 
declared thcmfclvcs partizans of the church of 
Uome.^ r < / t 

- This occafioned a great ferment in the minds of 
‘ the people,^ The Proteftant caufe^was thought to 
be in. danger j and prudent men were apprehen- 
live of an infurre^ion. :: Duncan fucceeded in 
keeping the malecontcnis ta order j but the revo- 
lution obliged him to make- a voluntary refigna- 
:tion of his poll. He fubmmed, . like a good 
:Englifljman, to^ the hew government, and by.a 
•'haughtinefs of charafker peculiar to hU'nation, 
he Cent over to. the dethroned monarch' all the 
riches he. had acquired in a long and profperous 
adminiftration. . . • 

-This Angular man had fcarccqultted America, 
before the inhabitants of Ncw-England expelled 
‘their govcrnor,i'Edmund Andrews, one of the 
moft aflive promoters of the arbitrary views of 
.King James,' Some .militia- of New-York, jfc- 
duced by this example, endeavoured to treat Ni- 
cbolfon, who was temporarily, intruded with the 
government^ i.n the fame manner; but he.fuc; 
ceeded in forming a party in his favour,' and the 
.colony became the prey of two armed fafkions, 
till the arrival of Colonel Slaughter.' ; , . - » 

‘ This cojnmandcr, who was fent.by King "Wil; King Wil- 
liam, convoked the members of i.he Hale, on "the 
gill of April, '169*. ’This aflemby annulled every nifnuo ” 
thing which had been previoufly .decreed contrary 
to thciBriiifli, conditution, .aqd cnafled' lawSpf;,,^^"'* 
which liavc ever fince been the rulc of the colony, » tfn* mw 
A t this period, the executive power was 
in, the hands of the, governor appointed by the 
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BOOK crown, which gave him twelve counfcllors, with- 
XviK out whofe concurrence he could not fign any 
aft. The commons Vcrc.reprcfcntcd by thirty 
deputies, chofen by the inhabitants, and thcfc fc- 
\cral bodies conftitutcd’ the general aflcmbly, m 
which every power was veiled. The duration of 
this aficmbly, originally unlimited, was after- 
wards fixed at three* years, and it now continues 
feven, like the Brltilh parliament, the revolutions 
of which it had followed. ‘ 

It was time that an invariable order fliould be 
cllabUflicd in the colony. It was obliged to fuf- 
tain,* againll‘ the French in Canada, abrllkan4' 
obftlnate war, which bad been kindled by the de-- 
throning of‘ James 1I» •Thcfc hollilities, termi- 
nated by the treaty of H^fwicl;, began again on 
account of the Spamlh fuccenion. The provinces 
adjacent to New-York took fome part in thefo^ 
dtvifions; but it \vas this province which gave 
or fufiained the grcatcll ftrokes, which paid the 
troops, and which was drawn into the moil con- 
fidcrablc cxpcnccs. > ' 

UNFOitTUNATELv, the contributions of thc Ci- 
tizens, which were ordered by the general aflem- 
bly, were coUefted in a ebeft, that was entirely 
at the difpofal of the governor. It often happen-- 
ed, that rapacious or extravagant commanders, 
converted to their own ufe the funds deftined fot 
the public fcrvicc. This became a ^perpetual 
fourcc of diflcnfion. Queen. Anne decreed^ in 
^ 705 *' that the fame authority by which thcj 
taxes were impofed, Ibould determine the ufe 
they were to be applied to, and might require an.- 
account to be given of the manner in which they 
had been employed. 

Though the malverfations were Hopped by 
this arrangement, yet the duties paid by the pro- 

• ' Vince 
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vmce were not adequate to the cxpcnces v'Mch book 
tife continuation of the war required. This cm- 
barraffment occafioned, for the. hril time, in 
1709, the creation of bills of credit, which were 
afterwards much more multiplied than either the 
wants of the colony required, or than was confid- 
ent with it*s advantage. 

Burket, a fon of the famous bKhop of that 
name, who had. fo much contributed to the 
placing of the houfe of Orange upon the throne, 
was appointed governor of the .colony m 1720. 

But though be did notiuccecd in putting^ a dop 
to this dtforder, yet he formed another plan for 
the profperity of the colony. The French inha- 
bitants of Canada wanted, for the purpofe oF 
their exchange with the fa^ages, .fevcral articles 
'“'which were not fumiflicd by their moihcr-coun- 
try: thefe they drew from New-York. -The ge- 
neral affembly of that province, by the advice of 
their governor, prohibited this comihunication. 

But as It was not fuf^cient to have enibarrafied 
the mcafurcs of an aftive rival, it was determined 
to fupply their place. * i 

A OREAT-part of the furs which wcrccarricd 
to Montreal, pafled over- the.. weliern fiiorcs of 
the lake Ontario. Burnet obtained the confent 
of the Iroquois, in 1722, to build there the fort 
Ofwcgo, where thefe lavage riches might be ca- 
. fily intercepted. foon as this fcctlemenc was- 
formed, the merchants of Albany fent their nicr- 
chandifc to Chenefiady, where they were em- 
barked upon the Alohawks, which conicyed 
them to Ofwego. The navigation of this mens. 

'very dilBcult, and yet the Bnghfii fuccccded be- 
yond their c-\pcdtations-. Thefe ca.changcs would 
even have bccn^incrcarcd, had they not been 
thwarted by every kind of tblEculty. .. j - ’ 

I hi 
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BOOK In the French conftruat4’3/ort at NiSr 
XVII. gara, where the furs, which without this fctileincnt 
' muft have been carried to Ofwego, were detained,' 

The Englifli merchahdife,^ which- could no^morc 
be openly-received, was fraudulently conveyed till 
the )car 1729, a remarkable period, in which the 
interefts or individuals caufed the law which-for; 
bad this commerce to be revoked. England too 
at Icngth'laid heavier taxes upon the fur^ trade . 
than were paid by the French. - '' 

^ Wini-x thefe various impediments diminilhcd 
the connections which it was hoped would have 
^ecn formed with the favages, the cultures, were 
. carried on with great ipirit and fuccefs through- 
out the whole extent of the province.. They had 
languilhed for Tome time, indeed, in thefe ^coun- 
tries where James 11 . had granted immenfe terri- .w 
toricstto fomc‘mcn'too highly ’favoured} but 
thefe countries* bad at length been' peopled *a| 
well as the others. Unfortunately, ^moft of the 
inhabitants only occupied,' as in Scotland, lands 
transferable "at the will of the ground landlord j, 
and ftill more unfortunately,- this fdepcndancp 
gave the great' proprietors a very dangerous in- 
fluence in the"^ public deliberations* - r. f 
7 This dcfeft'in the government was particu- 
larly fatal in the two" dcllrudtivc wars which the 
colony was obliged to fuftain againft the French, 
in 1744 and in. 1756.'- It experienced, during, 
thefe imisfortuncs, calamities -which it might at 
leall partly have avoided, if the efforts made to 
rcpulfc thefe cntcrpriCng^ men, and their ferocious 
allies, bad been concerted in time, and- better 
planned.* It was neceflary that Canada fliould 
becomca Briufli polTcffion at the peace of 1763* 
in order to enable-NewyYork to attend conftant- 
ly, and without cmbarcaflincnt or anxiety,: to the 
extenfion 
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cxtcnfion of U’s trade with the favages, and to B o o K 
the clearing of ii*s plantations. j 

This provinccj the limits of which were not 
fettled till after the longcft, the moft violent; puisii^ 
and the moft obftinate contefts, with Ncw-Eng*^^"“^ 
land, New-Jerfey, and Pcnfylvania, confifts atihecoionj. 
prefent of ten counties. It hath but a fmall ex- 
tent towards the fea, but in depth ips territory 
reaches as far as lake George or St. Sacrament, 
and as far as lake Ontario. Hudfon’s river 
iffucs from mountains fttuated between thefe two 
lakes. Tills can receive none but fmall canoes 
for the fpace of ftxty*five miles ; and even that 
navigation is interrupted by two water^falls, 
which oblige the perfons concerned in it to carry 
their cargoes twice o\cr land the length of about 
two hundred loifes each time. But Irom Albany 
to the ocean, that is to fay, through a fpace of 
one hundred and fifty miles, veflels of forty or 
fifty tons burden arc fccnconftanily failing, day 
and night with the tide, upon this magnificent 
canal, during all feafons, without the leaft rifk; 
and which keep up a continual and rapid circula- 
tion in the colony. - . - ’ 

LonqIslano, the part of this great fcttle- 
ment which the navigators firft meet with, is fe- 
parated from the continent by a narrow chan- 
nel. It is one hundred and twenty miles long, 
and twelve broad, and is divided into three 
counties. The favages who occupied this great 
fpace, cither removed from it, or pcrilhed fuccef- 
lively. 'fheir opprclTors owed their firft pro- 
fperity to the whale and the fcal fiftiery. When 
thefe fift), who delight in defened coafts, difap- 

g tared, the breeding of cattle, cfpccially of 
oefes, was attended to. Some cultures have fince 
been etlablUhed upon this loo Tandy foil. 

Til* 
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book' 1'he ground is more uneven upon the conti-' 
XVII. ncni j but it becomes more even and more fertile 
^ in proportion as one approaches the lakci of Ca- 

nada. It the marflics which ftill cover the extre- 
mity of this colony fliould be ever dried up, and 
if the rivers by which itjs watered (hould be 
ever conBned.within their beds, this country will 
become the moll fruitful of the colony. 

Accoasme tothclaA. accounts, the province 
contains two hundred and lifty thoufand inha- 
bitants, of various nations, and of different fefls. 
The rich peltries which they obtain from the ra- 
vages, and fuch of their own produdlions as they 
do not confume, are conveyed to the general 
mart. This is a city of importance,, at prefent 
known, as well as the reft of the colony, by the 
name of New-York. It was formerly built by 
the Dutch, in theifland of Manahatan, which h 
fourteen miles long, and one- mile in it's greatefl 
breadth. * ! . / ( ‘ 

'Trade bath colle£lcd in this city, the climate 
of which IS very wholcfomc, eighteen or twenty 
thoufand inhabitants,^upon an extent of ground 
which is partly low and partly railed. Ibe 
flrccts arc very irregular, but exceedingly neat. 
The boufes, built with brick, and covered with 
ules, arc more convenient than elegant. The 
provifions arc abundant, of ^excellent quality, 
and cheap.* Eafy circujnftanccs prevail umver- 
•fally. 'The lowcft dafs of people have a> cer- 
tain rcfouicc in oyfters, the fifliery of which alone 
employs two hundred boats, r • _ v ^ 

The town^ lituated two ihilcs from' the mouth 
of Hudfon’s Rivcr^ hath, properly fpeaking, 
neither haiboupj-por bafon, but doth not Hand 
in need of either. It*s ports, which is open in 
all fcafons, is acccfiible. 19* flxips of the,largcjl 

lu:c» 
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Gtc, and being Ihchcrcd from ilorms, is B o o ic 
fufficient for it. From, hence the numerous , . 

Ihips come forth, ■which ate dilpatchcd to dif- 
ferent latitudes. The proviiions or merchandife 
■which I •were exported in 1 769, amounted to 
4*35^,446 Uvres 7 fols 9 deniers*- Since this 
period, the produ£lions of the colony have in- 
creafed vifibly; and this incrcafc muft be car- 
ried ftili further, (ince, no more than one half 
of the lands are cleared, anti Hnee thofe grounds 
which ara fo, are not lb well cultivated as they 
will be when the population Ihall become more 
‘confiderable. 

Tna Butch, who were the 6ril founders of the Aaaert 
colony,. cftabUflied in it ihatfpiritof order and^^**^ 
oiconomy which is the univerfai charaflcriftic ofners 
their nation. As they always conllituied thc^ew- 
majority of the people, even after thefe bad”'** 
changed nudecs, thofe whom conqued bad adb- 
ciated to tbem generally adopted their manners. 

•The Germans, compelled to take refuge in Ame- 
rica by the religious perfccutlon which drove 
them out of the palatinate, or the other pro- 
vinces of the empire, were naturally loclmed to 
this moded behaviour; and the Enghih and 
French, who were not accudomed to fo much 
frugality, foon conformed, either from motives 
of wifdom or emulation, to a mode of living lela 
cxpenfwe and more famlbar than that which is 
regulated by fadiion and parade. From thence it 
followed, that the colonids did not contrafi any 
debts with the mother-country ; that they pre- 
ferved an entire liberty in tbcir Tales and pur- 
chates, and have been enabled always to give the 
mod advantageous turn to their aSalrs. 


At»ur tSi.jfil iSf fid. 
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BOOK, Such was the flnlcof the colony till 1763* 

f this period Ntw-CTork. became tlie general abode, 
of the principal oiheers and o£ part of the troops, 
which Great Britain thought ricceflary to mam- 
taiu m North America, cuIilc to keep it m awe," 
or to defend it, - iliis multitude of unemployed 
and -'unmarried men,, who were conftantly en- 
deavouring to deceive their own idlcncfs, and to 
ftrivc agamft the wcarifomcncfs of life, difpcrfcd 
thcmfclvcs among the citizens, to whom they 
infpitcd a lade foe the luKuncs of the table, and 
a turn fbr play. iBy their affiduity with the 
women,' their converlation and their manners, 
they engaged them m thofe frivolqus purfuits, 
thofe gallantries, and thofe amufements which 
had fo much allurement for them. The tw 0 fexes 
foon led the fame kind of life. They rofc with 
the fame projcfls and went to bed with the lame 
extravagant ideas. This pernicious fpirit com- 
municated itfelf from one to another, and it dill 
continues, unlefs the terrible fcencs which have 
fince (lamed thefc countnes with blood, have 
brought about a happy revolution m the man- 

Keroluci JlCrS. * -■ t * '' 

haveS? New-Jeks£v IS fttuaccd m the neighbourhood 
Mned la of Ncw-York, atid^was^ known at firft by the 
New jef- name of New Sweden, it was called thus by fome 
adventurers of that nation, who landed upon tbefe, 
favage coafls towards the -year 1538. They 
formed three fcttlcmcots there, Chriftiana, El- 
zimbourg, and Gottenbourg.- This colony was 
of no importance when it was attacked and con- 
rjuered by the Dutch. Thofe of the inhabitants, 
who had a greater regard for their mother coun- 
try than for their plantations returned into Eu- 
rope. The others fubmittcd to the laws of the 
Conqueror, and their territory was united to New 

Bclgia. 
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Bcigia. When the Duke o^Tork rcceivcdthe ir-B 0 o k* 
vcftuurc of the province to which he gave his 
name, he feparated what had been added, and di- " 

vided It between two of hi? favourites, under the 
name of Nevv-Jerfey. 

Carteret and Berkley, the firll of whom re- 
ceived the caftern, and the other the weftern part 
of the- province, fohcitcd this valbtcrritorj, witin 
no other view but to put it up to foie. Several 
fpcculativc perfons” purchafed from them large 
diflriSs at a low price, which thc) fold- again m 
fmallcr parcels. In thei midd of thefe lubdivr- 
fions, the colony remained divided into two dif- 
tin£t provinces, each fcparatcly governed by the- 
heirs o£ their original proprietors Ihe diincuU 
ties which they experienced m their admmiftra- 
tion difguftcd them of this 1 ind of fovercignty, 
which indeed was dl adapted to the condition of 
a fubjeS;. They gave up their charter to the* 
crown m 1702, and from that time the two 
provinces became one, and like the greater part 
of the other Enghlh colonics, were under the di- 
rcflion of a governor, a council, and the depu- 
ties of the commons 

This large country before the revolution, con- 
tained only fixteen tlioafand inhabitants, the de- 
feendants of Swedes and Dutch, who were it’s 
fifft cultivators, fouic Quakers, and feme Church 
of England men, with a great number of Scotch 
Prcfbytcrians, had joined the colonids of the 
two nations, flic derefts of government Hop- 
ped the- ^togrcil,. and accafloned the indigence 
of this hnall colony It might therefore have 
been cxpcdlcd that the irra oflibcrty fhould have 
been that of the profperitv of the colony, but 
altnolf all the Europeans who went to the New 
World, m fearcb either of an afylum or nehes, 

\ ot V. II h preferred 
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BOO K preferred Pcnnfylvania or Carolina, which hadac-' 
XVII. quired a greater {hare » of celebrity. At length, 
*"“**''~^lrowcver, New-Jerfey hath been peopled, and it 
reckons at prefent one hundred and thirty tfaou- 
fand inhabitants. 

Prefent Thc colony IS covcrcd with flocks and with 
cf grain ia abundance.; Hemp thrives better there 
fey^smd" neighbouring countries. Aa 

»hatit excellent copper mine hath been worked with 
fuccefs in it. Il*s coafts’are acccfliblc, and the 
port of Amboix, it's capital, is tolerably good. 
It is m want of none of the means of profperity 
proper for that part of the globe, and yet it hath 
always remained in a- profound obfeurity. It*s 
name is fcarccly known m the Old World, and 
not much more in the New. But perhaps it is- 
not on this account the more unfortunate. 

Ip we read over the hiflory of nations both an- 
cient and modern, it will be found, that there is 
fcarce any one of them, the fplendour of which 
hath not been acquired but at the expence of it’s 
felicity. People of whom no mention fliall have 
been made in. the melancholy annals of the world, 
muft neither have been aggreflbrs nor expofed 
to attacks ; they muft not have interrupted 
the tranquillity of others, nor muft tbcir*s have 
been difturbcd by diftant or neighbouring ene- 
mies. 'I hey muft not havet had heroes wba had 
returned to ihcic country laden with the fpoils of 
the enemy. They muft have had no hiftorian to 
relate either their miferies or their crimes. There 
mankind would never have fliuddercd from one 
age to another, at the fight of thofe monuments 
which call to mind, la all parts, the effufion of 
blood, and the Oiackles of flavery impofed at n 
diftancc, or broken at home. They muft not 
' • * ^ ' have 
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have been tom to pieces by • political faftions, B o o k 
itor intoxicated by abfurd opinions. The oppref- , 3 7 ^^ 
Hon of tyranny muft never have drawn tears from 
their ‘eyes nor •‘excited them to revolt. They 
mull never have delivered* thcmfciCxs from a 
defpot by aflaffination, nor muft they ever have 
exterminated his fatellitcs, for fuch are the events 
which at all times have given a celebrity to nati- 
ons, On the contrary, in the midft of a long' 
and 'profound tranquillity, the Helds would have 
been cultivated, feme traditional hymns would 
have been fung in-honourof the deity, and the 
fame -love fangs would have been handed down 
from one generation’ to the other. Wherefore 
muH: this alluring pi^ure of happinels be chi- 
merical? Becaufe ic hath never ext/led, and if 
it Ihould exKl, it could not poUibly be for a 
long time in the midH of turbulent and ambi- 
tious nations. Whatever may be the reafon of 
the obfeurity of New-Jerfey, it is our duly* to 
givc,thcm our advice upon their prefent aud fu- 
ture fituaiion. 

The poverty of this province not'fuffcring it 
>at HrH to open a dired trade with the didanc or 
forcign'markets, it was obliged to fell i:*s pro- 
'dudions at Philadelphia, and more commonly 
atNcw-Yorki obtained from thefe cities in 
exchange, feme mcrchandife of the moiher- 
• country, and a few of the produflions of the 
iflands. Their lichcfl merchants even advanced 
money to the province, which kept it Hill more 
in a Itatc of dependence^ Notwithllanding the 
incrcafe of it*s cultures, and of it's produftions, 
it hath not yet lhaken oS* this kind of fcrvitude. 

We have now before us, accounts of incontefli- 
blc authority, which prove, that'in 176a New- 
H h a Jerfey 
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^ o Q K'Jerfcy did not fend any fhips to Europe ; apd 
XVH. jijat fgnt only twenty-four boats, to the Weft 
^-Indies, thc< value of whofc cargoes ' did not 
•amount to more than 56,965 livrcs.19 fols 9 de- 
niers *. All the reft of-it’s territorial riches were 
delivered to the ncighbouringicolonics who trad- 
,cd with them. * ' , 

This filuation is both ruinous and degrading. 
New-Jerfey muft 'itfclf conftruft flijps, 'all. the 
• materials tor which nature hath given- it. Jt 
mult fend them out mto*divers feas, fincc>it<is jio 
longer in want of men. It mull convey it*s 
productions to the people, who have hitherto 
only received them through the means of inter- 
mediatory agents. It muft provide itfclf with the 
produce of foreign dnduftry at hrft band, for 
which it hath hitherto paid too dear, on account 
of the ufelefs circuits it hath gone through. It 
may then form vaft projects, devote itfclf to grcJit 
enterprifes, be ralfed to that rank to which It’s 
advantages feem to call it, and be more upon a 
level with the provinces which have too long 
ticllroyed it by their fiiadow, or cclipfcd it with 
their Iplcndour. • , -1 

Mav the views which I offer, and the coun- 
fcls I addrefs to New-Jerfey be realized ! May 
lUve long enough to be* a witnefs of them, 'and 
to rejoice at them. The happinefs'of my fellow- 
^creatures, at whatever diftancc they may c»ft • 
from TOC, hath never been indifferent to me • 
.but I have felt myfclf moved with warm concern, 
in favour of thofc whom fupcrllition or tyranny 
have expelled from their native cemuev., 1 have 
couuuifcratcd their fufferings. When 'they have 

» Aboat m. S4, 
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embarked I have turned my eyes up towardsBooiC 
Heaven. My voice hath been joined to the noife . 
of the v?mds and the -waves which were carry- 
ing them beyond the feas ; and I have repeat- 
edly exclaimed, let them profperl Let them find 
in the defert and favage region which they arc 
going to inhabit a felicity equal, or even fuperior 
to our’s y and if they fhould found an empire 
there, let them think of preferving themfclvcs 
and their pollerity from the calamities which they 
hftve felt. 


END OF THE FIFTH VOLUME. 


